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Staff Writer

After a recent Japanese 
election, former Defense 
Minister Shigeru Ishiba 
is slated to become the 
new Japanese Prime Min-
ister, reports NBC News. 
A member of  the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), Ishiba was elected 
after several corruption 
scandals shook the pub-
lic’s faith in the former 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kushida’s leadership. 
Shigeru Ishiba has a his-
tory of  being a moderate 
figure in the LDP who is 
both a realist and idealist 
as to what Japan needs.

Ishiba is seen as a sta-
ble choice in a time of  
political turmoil for Ja-
pan, says The BBC. He 
is a long-time member of  
the LDP, running for the 
leadership position of  his 
party a total of  five times. 
While some of  his ideas 
may be seen as more rad-

ical than the ideas of  his 
party members, he is far 
from the scandals that 
have been present in the 
party, such as the influ-
ence of  the controver-
sial Unification Church 
and potential underre-
porting of  party funds.

Ishiba also has a long 
history of  promoting 
bills that many of  his 
party’s other lawmakers 
deem controversial. The 
Guardian states that he 
was one of  the few law-
makers who pushed for 
a shift away from nuclear 
energy after the Fukushi-
ma disaster, allowing for a 
ruling empress, and hav-
ing separate surnames for 
married couples. While 
this has made him un-
popular with his fellow 
lawmakers, it has bol-
stered his image among 
the Japanese people.

As Prime Minister, 
he will be faced with the 
massive issues facing Ja-
pan. He has promised to 

tackle the continual defla-
tion and falling birth rate, 
reports the Associated 
Press. He also seeks to 

bolster the Japanese De-
fense Force to better ad-
dress the growing fear of  
Chinese aggression in the 
region, according to NBC 
News. Ishiba has also been 
a proponent of  an Asian 
version of  the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization, 
or NATO, in order to help 
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Mexico’s Senate Approves 
Controversial Judicial Reform

Diego Estevez
Staff Writer

 On September 11, 
Mexico passed a highly 
controversial judicial re-
form that would restruc-
ture its entire judicial sys-
tem from the ground up. 
This historic shift in gov-
ernment structure would 
radically change several 
aspects of  the Mexican 
judicial system; the most 
important of  these being 
that instead of  the usual 
procedure of  being ap-
pointed as highlighted in 
the Mexican constitution, 
judges will now have to 
be elected by the people. 

Reuters reports that 
the reform also has a 
number of  other changes, 
such as reducing the num-
ber of  Supreme Court 
justices from 11 to 9, jus-
tices, shortening the term 
length to 12 years, abol-
ishing  the minimum age 
requirement of  35, and 

reducing the necessary 
experience needed for the 
position to just 5 years. 
The reform was proposed 
by the former Mexican 
President Andrés Manu-
el López Obrador as his 
final act before his term 
ended on October 1. 

That summer, former 
President Obrador’s par-
ty, Morena, won a land-
slide victory, securing 
another party member, 
Claudia Sheinbaum, the 
presidency and gaining a 
majority of  seats in the 
legislature. With this level 
of  political power in the 
Morena party, Obrador 
has sought to leave his 
mark on the nation with 
the sweeping reform. Al-
though the changes swept 
through the lower cham-
ber, where Morena holds 
the majority of  seats, the 
biggest hurdle was getting 
the legislature approved 
by the Senate. Even with 
all their allies in favor, 

they were still missing one 
vote. Luckily for Obrador 
and his allies, Senator Mi-
guel Ángel Yunes of  the 
opposition National Ac-
tion Party (PAN), voted 
in favor of  the reform, 
prompting mass cheers 
of  those in favor and loud 
boos from his own party. 

Senator Yunes was 
kicked from the party 
the following day. Both 
former President Obra-
dor and current Presi-
dent Claudia Sheinbaum 
have argued that this 
reform will fight the 
widespread corruption 
in Mexico’s legal system, 
with both politicians ac-
cusing the courts and 
several judges of  corrup-
tion, according to NPR. 

However, critics of  
the reform say that these 
changes could cause even 
more widespread corrup-
tion. According to Al Ja-
zeera, the large number 
of  judiciary positions that 

the Mexican people will 
need to vote for will make 
it difficult for them to 
truly stay informed. Po-
sitions as high as the Su-
preme Court and the indi-
vidual trial courts all need 
judges to be voted in. 

Supreme Court Chief  
Justice Norma Piña tells 
the BBC that the reform 
would “generate tension 
between judges’ duty to 
be independent and im-
partial and their need to 
make rulings which are 
popular in order to attract 
votes”. Chief  Justice Piña 
is not the only member of  
the judiciary to speak out 
against the new reform. 
Law students and the judi-
ciary have gone on a gen-
eral strike nationwide in 
opposition to the change 
in the judicial system. 

Alongside those who 
practice the law, thou-
sands of  Mexican citizens 
have come out in pro-
test, seeing the reform to 

be a stepping stone for 
ex-president Obrador to 
get even with the judi-
cial system for hindering 
many of  the projects he 
tried to implement during 
his time as president. 
With current President 
Shenibaum indicating that 
she would continue Ob-
rador’s policies, the peo-
ple’s worries only grow. 

The protests escalated 
to the point where, on the 
night of  the vote, protest-
ers forced their way into 
the Senate, where debates 
were being held. Although 
no one was hurt, one indi-
vidual fainted. The Sena-
tors took a brief  recess to 
allow tensions to cool be-
fore continuing the vote, 
which ultimately passed 
the reform in the Senate. 

The reform has not 
only caused tension do-
mestically within the 
Morena party but also 
has drawn international 
criticism. The Mexican 

peso  has lost more than 
15 percent of  its value 
since the June election, 
reports  The Washing-
ton Post, with particular  
backlash from Mexico’s 
North American trading 
partners, Canada and the 
United States.U.S. Am-
bassador Ken Salazar de-
scribes that the reform is a 
“risk” to Mexican democ-
racy, warning that it could 
undermine economic 
stability, as many foreign 
investors may lose trust 
in a nation’s judicial sys-
tem under such reforms.

 According to the As-
sociated Press, ex-presi-
dent Obrador respond-
ed to the ambassador’s 
comments by stating that 
relations with the U.S. 
embassy are “on pause”. 
With domestic and inter-
national relations grow-
ing tense, Mexico’s fu-
ture seems unassertive. 
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secure the region from 
Japanese rivals such as 
China and North Korea.

NBC News reports 
that many world leaders 
have already commented 
on Ishiba’s election. Presi-
dent Lai Ching-Te of  Tai-
wan states that he looks 
forward to deepening ties 
with the LDP under Ishi-
ba’s leadership. Spokes-
person Lin Jian of  the 
Chinese Communist Par-
ty states that his country 
wishes to create a healthy 
relationship between the 
two countries. Ishiba has 
not visited the Yasukuni 
Shrine, which is a sym-
bol of  Japanese wartime 
aggression, which many 
believe will help strength-
en relations with China, 
as that shrine is seen as 
a monument to Japanese 
imperialism in China 
during the 19th century.

Ishiba’s ascension to 
the leadership of  his par-
ty could signal a change 
in relationship between 

America and Japan, re-
ports Politico. The pre-
vious Prime Minister, 
Fumio Kushida, had a 
long history as part of  the 
traditional elite of  Japan’s 
political system. He was a 
traditional leader on the 
world stage and worked 
closely with America and 
their allies. Ishiba is an 
unknown on how he will 
interact with America.

Ishiba in his private 
life is a quiet man, says 
Politico. He enjoys cre-
ating model aircraft and 
ships during his free time. 
He is a self-admitted his-
tory nerd who enjoys 
reading as well, accord-
ing to The Guardian. He 
has a YouTube channel 
with over 16,000 sub-
scribers, where he talks 
about various topics.

Reuters reports that 
Ishiba has already called 
a general election for par-
liament, which will deter-
mine which party controls 
the lower house. The LDP 

has controlled it since the 
end of  World War Two, but 
the recent scandals have 
jeopardized its control, 
reports the BBC. Experts 
believe that the recent 
change in LDP leadership 
is an attempt to sway the 
public back to the party 
and regain public trust. 
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Japan Elects Shigeru Ishiba as New 
Prime Minister

Shigeru Ishiba at his inaugura-
tion into the Prime Minister’s 
Office. 
Courtesy of  Cabinet Public Re-
lations Office, Cabinet Secretari-
at (Wikimedia Commons)
CreativeCommons 4.0
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On Tuesday, October 
1, Iran launched around 
200 missiles at Israel, the 
most recent escalation in 
the Middle Eastern con-
flict, according to initial 
reports by the Jerusalem 
Post. Israel’s defense sys-
tem was largely success-
ful in alleviating most 
of  the attacks, yet some 
missiles snuck by hitting 
schools, homes, electri-
cal infrastructure, malls, 
restaurants, and more. 

The attack comes after 
Israel eliminated Sheikh 
Hassan Nasrallah, the 
leader of  the terrorist 
group Hezbollah, in a tac-
tical air strike on Saturday, 
September 28. Accord-
ing to the BBC, Nasral-
lah had incredibly close 
ties to Iran, due to them 
funding Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and developing 
them as a group to gain 
influence in the region. 
Today, Hezbollah’s mili-
tary wing is stronger than 
Lebanon’s army and con-

trols much of  the nation’s 
politics. The group was 
founded in 1985, calling 
for the destruction of  the 
state of  Israel with harsh 
antisemitic sentiments. 

The Telegraph reports 
that there has only been 
one death so far. Sameh 
Asli, 37 years old, was 
killed by a fallen piece 
of  shrapnel from the 
rockets. While there was 
only one death thanks to 
Israel’s highly advanced 
missile defense system, 
there were also several 
injuries in Tel Aviv, ac-
cording to the New York 

Times. This attack is not 
the first of  its kind, with 
Iran launching hundreds 
of  missiles back on April 
13 of  this year. April’s as-
sault, though, was not as 
overwhelming as the most 
recent missile barrage.

The United States’ in-
volvement in the region 
has been incredibly con-
troversial, with many be-
lieving they should stay 
entirely out of  it. Regard-
less, the Pentagon’s press 
secretary revealed in a 
press briefing by the De-
partment of  Defense that 
the two American Navy 

destroyers, the USS Bulk-
ley and the USS Cole, aid-
ed Israel in shooting down 
the Iranian missiles. Press 
Secretary Major Gener-
al Pat Ryder also states 
that during a phone call 
between U.S. Secretary 
of  Defense Lloyd Austin 
and Israeli Minister of  
Defense Yoav Gallant, 
Secretary Austin, “reaf-
firmed the United States’ 
ironclad commitment to 
the defense of  Israel.” 

The attack by Iran also 
reaffirms its deep rela-
tionship with Hezbollah, 
as well as other terrorist 
groups in the region such 
as the Palestinian group 
Hamas and the Yemeni 
group the Houthis. These 
three groups, along with 
Iran, share a similar goal: 
to eradicate the state of  
Israel and kill Jews and 
Israelis worldwide, re-
ports the Anti-Defama-
tion League. Much of  this 
hatred stems from their 
belief  that Israel has en-
croached on ‘their’ land in 
the Middle East, despite 
Israelis and Jews having 

lived in the Levant region 
for thousands of  years. 

Israel has experi-
enced an unprecedent-
ed amount of  attacks 
in a short time frame 
of  around a year, from 
its southern border with 
Gaza, the northern bor-
der with Lebanon, air 
strikes from Iran, and 
even terrorists in the 
West Bank. Due to this, 
many Israelis have been 
displaced and forced 
to flee their homes due 
to fighting. According 
to the New York Post, 
over 60,000 Israelis in 
the North near Leba-
non have had to flee 
their homes, as well 
as countless Israelis in 
the South near Gaza.

Many displaced peo-
ple are currently in tem-
porary housing or have 
evacuated from their 
country entirely, to plac-
es such as New York 
City. Karin Katanov, a 
refugee from a Kibbutz 
near Gaza, told the New 
York Post in an inter-
view that she feels guilty 

for not being able to serve 
in the Israeli Defense 
Forces, as most Israelis 
over 18 are required to 
enlist. She reflects on her 
upbringing and how the 
IDF have protected her, 
as her village has been 
under rocket fire from 
Hamas since 2005. Her 
story is incredibly simi-
lar to many others, with 
many Israelis also wanting 
to return home, Unfor-
tunately, much of  Isra-
el remains unsafe at the 
moment, including main 
cities such as Tel Aviv 
and Haifa receiving air 
sirens from both attacks 
from Hezbollah and the 
recent missiles from Iran. 
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Ashley Evans
Staff Writer

Hezbollah leader, Has-
san Nasrallah, a powerful 
and long-standing figure 
in Middle Eastern mil-
itancy, was killed in an 
Israeli airstrike on Sep-
tember 27, marking a sig-
nificant escalation in the 
conflict between Israel 
and Iran-backed Hezbol-
lah. According to CBS 
News, Israel confirmed 
that its airstrike hit Nas-
rallah’s underground 
headquarters in Beirut’s 
southern suburbs, an area 
long known as a strong-
hold for the group. Hez-
bollah also confirmed 
Nasrallah’s death, stating 
that he “has joined his 
fellow martyrs,” marking 
the end of  his 30-year 
reign as Hezbollah’s chief.

Nasrallah’s death 
leaves a significant leader-
ship vacuum in Hezbol-
lah, which for decades has 
served as Iran’s most po-
tent proxy in the region, 
fueling tensions and mili-
tancy across Lebanon and 
Syria. Nasrallah, known 
for his fiery rhetoric and 
for orchestrating numer-
ous attacks on Israel and 

U.S. interests, had evaded 
assassination attempts 
for years by operating 
from secret locations, 
often appearing only 
via video messages to 
avoid becoming a target.

The strike that killed 
Nasrallah came amid an 
ongoing campaign of  
Israeli airstrikes aimed 
at degrading Hezbollah’s 
military capabilities. Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu justified 
the strike by stating that 
Nasrallah’s assassination 
was “an essential con-
dition to achieving the 
goals we set,” according 
to CBS News. Netanyahu 
further emphasized that 
Nasrallah was “not just a 
terrorist, he was the ter-
rorist,” underscoring the 
long-standing threat Hez-
bollah posed to Israel.

The airstrike that tar-
geted Hezbollah’s cen-
tral command, which 
was embedded beneath 
a residential building, 
also claimed the lives of  
several other high-rank-
ing officials, including 
Ali Karaki, the Com-
mander of  Hezbollah’s 
Southern Front, NPR 
reports. These target-
ed strikes, which Israe-

li military officials said 
were based on real-time 
intelligence, were part 
of  Israel’s broader ef-
fort to degrade Hezbol-
lah’s command structure 
and military capabilities.

CNN reports that 
the recent airstrikes, de-
scribed as some of  the 
most intense since the 
2006 conflict between Is-
rael and Hezbollah, have 
killed more than 1,400 
people in Lebanon and 
displaced over a million.

The killing of  Nas-
rallah drew immediate 
reactions from interna-
tional leaders, with U.S. 
President Joe Biden call-
ing his death “a measure 
of  justice for his many 
victims, including thou-
sands of  Americans, 
Israelis, and Lebanese 
civilians.” Biden, as quot-
ed by CBS, reiterated the 
U.S. stance on supporting 
Israel’s right to self-de-
fense against Hezbollah, 
Hamas, the Houthis, and 
other Iranian-backed 
militant groups. Howev-
er, when pressed on the 
potential for an Israe-
li ground invasion into 
Lebanon, Biden urged 
caution, stating, “It’s 
time for a cease-fire,” 

according to Reuters.
Iran, Hezbollah’s pri-

mary sponsor, respond-
ed to Nasrallah’s death 
with vows of  vengeance. 
Iranian Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei called on Muslims to 
stand by Hezbollah, la-
beling Israel an “occupi-
er, evil, and suppressor” 
regime. Khamenei’s re-
marks, reported by The 
New York Times, were 
a direct challenge to Is-
rael’s ongoing military 
actions, as he promised 
that Nasrallah’s death 
“would be avenged.”

Iran’s U.N. Ambassa-
dor Amir Saeid Iravani 
further warned that Iran 
would “exercise its inher-
ent rights under interna-
tional law to take every 
measure in defense of  its 
vital national and securi-
ty interests,” the Associ-
ated Press  reports. The 
death of  Nasrallah was 
viewed by Tehran as a 
significant blow to its re-
gional strategy, with Hez-
bollah playing a crucial 
role in Iran’s influence 
across the Middle East.

The assassination of  
Nasrallah comes as Israel 
faces continued rocket at-
tacks from Hezbollah and 

its allies in response to its 
military actions in Gaza 
and Lebanon. According 
to The New York Times, 
Hezbollah has launched 
rockets into northern 
Israel in solidarity with 
Hamas, prompting in-
tensified Israeli airstrikes 
on Hezbollah-con-
trolled areas in Lebanon.

In the wake of  Nasral-
lah’s death, there is uncer-
tainty about Hezbollah’s 
future leadership. Senior 
Hezbollah official Hash-
em Safieddine is widely 
regarded as Nasrallah’s 
likely successor, though 
the group has not made 
an official announce-
ment. Safieddine, a cous-
in of  Nasrallah, has been 
deeply involved in Hez-
bollah’s operations and is 
considered a staunch ally 
of  Iran. However, the 
loss of  Nasrallah raises 
questions about Hezbol-
lah’s ability to maintain 
the same level of  influ-
ence and operational ca-
pacity without its long-
time leader at the helm.

One Hezbollah sup-
porter, Zahraa, expressed 
her grief  over Nasrallah’s 
death, telling theAsso-
ciated Press, “Nasrallah 
was everything to us. We 

were under his wings.”
As the conflict contin-

ues, the risk of  broader 
regional escalation looms. 
Israeli Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant empha-
sizes that Israel’s war is 
not with the Lebanese 
people but with Hezbol-
lah’s leadership, whom 
he called “murderers of  
thousands of  Israelis and 
foreign citizens,” accord-
ing to Reuters. Despite 
calls from international 
actors, including Russia, 
for an end to hostilities, 
Netanyahu has vowed 
to continue the cam-
paign against Hezbollah.

For now, the killing of  
Nasrallah has altered the 
dynamics of  the conflict, 
with both sides show-
ing little sign of  backing 
down. What remains un-
certain is whether Nas-
rallah’s death will trigger 
a broader confrontation 
involving Iran or whether 
it will pave the way for a 
more restrained but still 
volatile conflict between 
Israel and Hezbollah.

 
Contact Ashley at 

ashley.evans@student.shu.edu

Hezbollah Leader Hassan Nasrallah 
Killed in Israeli Airstrike

Iran Launches Hundreds of Missiles at Israel in 
Largest Direct Attack to Date

Hezbollah leader Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah speaks in meeting with 
Iranian representatives in 2019. 
Courtesy of  Unknown Author(Wikimedia Commons)
CreativeCommons 4.0
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The United Nations Pact of the Future 
Promises Change

Elizabeth Denton
Staff Writer

At the Summit of  the 
Future on September 
22, the United Nations 
(UN) adopted a pact 
that aims to save glob-
al cooperation, promote 
multilateralism, and fix 
global issues with a call 
to action for the nations 
to uphold their promises.

According to Reuters, 
the Pact for the Future 
includes an annex work-
ing toward a responsible 
and sustainable digital fu-
ture, which was adopthe 
ted without a vote. The 
agreement came after 
nine months of  negotia-
tions and pledged a new 
beginning in multilateral-
ism. The Pact aims to en-
sure that the UN and oth-
er multilateral institutions 
can deliver a better future, 
dearly needed in the con-
text of  the ongoing wars 
in Ukraine, Gaza, and Su-
dan, along with lagging 
climate change mitiga-
tion, widespread national 
debt, and concerns over 
technology advancement 
without governance.

The Pact for the Future 
is a 42-page agreement 
that the UN Chief  chal-
lenged leaders of  the 193 
UN member nations to 
turn into real action. The 
Pact was called by UN 
Secretary-General Antó-
nio Guterres and contains 
56 actions on issues in-
cluding eradicating pov-
erty, mitigating climate 
change, achieving gender 
equality, promoting peace, 
protecting civilians, and 
reinvigorating the mul-
tilateral system, reports 
The Associated Press.

In the area of  peace 
and security, the Pact is 
the most progressive and 
concrete commitment re-
garding Security Council 
reforms since the 1960s, 
the United Nations re-
ports. It includes plans to 
improve the effectiveness 
of  the Security Council 
and highlights addressing 
the under-representation 
of  Africa as a priority. It 
is also the first multilateral 
recommitment to nuclear 
disarmament in over a de-
cade with a clear commit-
ment to eliminating nucle-
ar weapons. In addition, 

the Pact has an agreement 
to strengthen internation-
al frameworks that gov-
ern outer space to prevent 
an outer space arms race 
and ensure all countries 
benefit from the safe and 
sustainable exploration of  
outer space. Even more, 
there are steps to avoid 
the weaponization and 
misuse of  new technol-
ogies, especially in light 
of  new advancements in 
artificial intelligence, and 
an affirmation that the 
laws of  war should ap-
ply to new technologies.

Regarding sustainable 
development, the Pact is 
the UN’s most detailed 
agreement ever on the 
need to reform interna-
tional financial architec-
ture to better represent 
and serve developing 
countries. The Pact de-
tails the steps of  this pro-
cess by giving developing 
countries a greater say in 
the decisions of  interna-
tional financial institu-
tions, mobilizing more 
financing to help devel-
oping countries meet 
their needs, reviewing the 
sovereign debt to ensure 

developing countries can 
borrow sustainably, and 
strengthening the glob-
al financial safety net 
through the Internation-
al Monetary Fund and 
member states to protect 
all countries in the event 
of  extreme financial 
and economic shocks.

The Pact promises to 
accelerate measures to 
address climate change 
through more finance to 
help countries adapt and 
invest in renewable energy, 
improving the measure-
ment of  human progress 
by going beyond GDP 
to capturing human and 
planetary well-being and 
sustainability, consider 
ways to introduce a glob-
al minimum level of  tax-
ation on high-net-worth 
individuals, and confir-
mation of  the need to 
keep global temperature 
rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels 
and transition away from 
fossil fuels to achieve net 
zero emissions by 2050.

The Pact has provi-
sions to strengthen work 
on human rights, gender 
equality, and the empow-

erment of  women. There 
is a clear call on the need 
to protect human rights 
defenders and strong sig-
nals on the importance 
of  other stakeholders in 
global governance, in-
cluding local and regional 
governments, civil soci-
ety, the private sector, and 
more. Throughout the 
Pact there are provisions 
and annexes for follow-up 
action to ensure commit-
ments are implemented.

It also has the first-ev-
er Declaration on Fu-
ture Generations, which 
contains concrete steps 
to take account of  fu-
ture generations in deci-
sion-making, including a 
possible envoy for future 
generations and a commit-
ment to more meaningful 
opportunities for youth 
to participate in decisions 
that shape their lives, es-
pecially at the global level. 
It underlines the impor-
tance of  protecting the 
environment, promoting 
equality, and ensuring 
long-term consequences 
are considered, reports 
United Nations News.

According to the As-

sociated Press, the Pact 
commits world leaders to 
reform the 15-member 
security council to make it 
more reflective of  today’s 
world by giving Africa, the 
Asia-Pacific region, and 
Latin America more rep-
resentation on the coun-
cil. The document also 
commits governments 
to removing legal, social, 
and economic barriers 
facing women and girls.

The Guardian reports 
that Russia, with the back-
ing of  Belarus, Nicaragua, 
Syria, North Korea, and 
Iran, attempted to defer 
on the grounds that the 
Pact represented Western 
interests. The Russian del-
egate said it would assert 
an amendment stating 
that the key issues ad-
dressed in the Pact are the 
subject of  domestic juris-
diction in which the UN 
should not intervene. An 
overwhelming vote threw 
out Russia’s call for defer-
ment and its amendment. 

 
Contact Elizabeth at 

elizabeth.denton@student.
shu.edu

United Kingdom Becomes the First Major 
Economy to End Coal Power

Clare Dueweke
Staff Writer

On Monday, Sept. 30, 
2024, Reuters reports 
that the United Kingdom 
(UK) will close its last sur-
viving coal power plant, 
Radcliffe-on-Solar, locat-
ed in England’s midlands. 
This closure is not only a 
monumental step for the 
historically coal-depen-
dent UK, but it also sets 
the precedent for other 
G7 economically domi-
nant countries to invest 
more serious efforts into 
turning away from coal 
power and towards renew-
able energy such as wind, 
solar, and  water power.

In 1882, the UK 
opened its first coal pow-
er plant and since then, 
the country has burned 
through over 4.6bn tons 
of  coal and, in the pro-
cess, emitted nearly 
10.4bn tons of  carbon 
dioxide, according to 
The Guardian. For near-
ly 142 years, and espe-
cially in the 20th century, 
the UK symbolized the 

birthplace of  industrial 
revolution through their 
production of  steel and 
iron. Now in the modern 
day, the UK has shift-
ed away from its past 
and towards the future.

Coal releases extensive 
amounts of  Co2 when 
burned and because of  
this, it is considered one 
of  the “dirtiest” fossil fu-
els. When coal is formed, 
it is often within swamps 
which places the organ-
ic matter under intense 
pressure and heat. Other 
fossil fuels, like natural 
gas and oil, are made of  
the same organic material; 
however, they form in the 
ocean, where they are not 
subject to nearly as much 
pressure and heat accord-
ing to Climate Portal. 
For this reason, coal re-
leases more trapped car-
bon than any other fossil 
fuel, contributing to the 
greenhouse gases in the 
earth’s atmosphere. Act-
ing like a blanket, these 
gases trap heat gradually 
warming the planet and 
causing extreme weather, 

melting ice caps, extinc-
tion, and other damage 
known as climate change.

Carbon Brief  reports 
that Belgium, Sweden, 
Portugal, and Austria have 
also completely phased 
out coal power produc-
tion, making the UK the 
fifth European country to 
join the ranks of  a coal-
free country.What makes 
the UK so important is 
that they were the first 
major G7 economy to 
phase out coal complete-
ly. G7 is an unofficial 
grouping of  economical-

ly dominant countries in 
the world. These coun-
tries consist of  Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the United King-
dom, and the United 
States. With the UK being 
the first major economy 
to phase out coal, it sets 
the precedent that oth-
er economic powers can 
and should do the same.

The UK has worked 
hard to reach this step 
in the process of  going 
green. According to BBC 
News, the UK was one 
of  the first G7 coun-

tries that started leaning 
away from coal in the 
1990s. When 2008 rolled 
around, the UK passed 
the Climate Change Act, 
which included a legally 
binding target to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by 60 percent below lev-
els from the 1990s. In 
2012, coal still generated 
nearly 39 percent of  the 
UK’s power, and in 2015, 
the UK announced that 
it would completely end 
the use of  coal power 
within the next decade. 

Currently, G7 coun-
tries, including the UK, 
have the goal of  phas-
ing out existing unabat-
ed coal power by 2030 
and reaching net-zero 
carbon emissions by 
2050 according to IISD. 

Many have pointed 
to the fact that job loss 
in the coal industry may 
come out of  these clo-
sures, however, according 
to The New York Times, 
the nearly 154 workers 
at Ratcliffe welcomed 
the closure and found 
jobs elsewhere and in 

other projects. The com-
pany that ran the plant, 
Uniper, even offered 
job training and sever-
ance packages, proving 
that jobs can be trans-
ferred rather than lost.

The world of  power is 
changing rapidly, and with 
new science, renewable 
resources, and technol-
ogy, countries can invest 
time, effort, and money 
into saving the planet. 
The UK has taken the 
first step towards going 
green, and now the world 
must wait to see which 
country will come next.

Contact Clare at 
clare.dueweke@student.shu.

edu

Solar panels stand in the UK town of  Hampshire. 
Courtesy of  David Blaikie (flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0
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The November 5 Election Has the Power to 
Reshape Puerto Rico

NewJeans Sparks Questions About Labor 
Standards in K-Pop 

Lara González-Santiago
Staff Writer

On Puerto Rico’s up-
coming November 5 elec-
tion has the potential to re-
shape the island’s political 
future. Whether this will 
be a moment of  change 
or simply another missed 
opportunity hinges on one 
key factor: voter turnout. 
The request to extend the 
voter registration dead-
line and the emergence 
of  a vote-stealing scandal 
have already raised con-
cerns about the integrity 
of  the election process. 
With so much on the 
line, including economic 
stability and political ac-
countability, this election 
could define a new chapter 
in Puerto Rico’s history. 

For decades, Puerto 
Rico, a U.S. territory, has 
had a unique status when it 
comes to elections. While 
its residents are U.S. citi-
zens and can participate in 
federal primaries, they do 
not have the right to vote 

in the U.S. presidential 
election. This means that 
Puerto Ricans living on 
the island cannot vote for 
the President of  the Unit-
ed States, which has left 
many feeling disconnected 
with the broader political 
system, according to The 
Politics Watcher. Instead, 
Puerto Ricans elect their 
own governor, legislature, 
and local officials and vote 
on referendums. Local 
elections, like the one in 
November, carry immense 
weight, shaping everything 
from economic policy to 
the island’s ongoing de-
bate between statehood 
and  independence. Along 
with the debate came par-
tisan divide, as the Parti-
do Popular Democrati-
co (PPD) rallied behind 
maintaining common-
wealth status, while the 
Partido Nuevo Progresista 
(PNP) pushed for Puerto 
Rico to become a state.

According to Associ-
ated Press, the Election’s 
Commission’s recent re-

jection of  a request to 
extend the voter registra-
tion deadline has raised 
significant concerns. 
Many advocacy groups, 
community leaders, and 
some politicians had 
called for an extension, 
arguing that the original 
deadline was too restric-
tive, due to the confusion 
surrounding the registra-
tion process. With just 
weeks until the election, 
this decision could disen-
franchise many potential 
voters, particularly the 
younger generation and 
those from marginalized 
communities who faced 
difficulties in registering 
on time. Critics argue 
that this move feeds the 
island’s history of  voter 
apathy and could dis-
courage already disillu-
sioned citizens from par-
ticipating in the election. 

The rejection of  the 
voter registration exten-
sion is just one of  the 
several issues that have 
raised doubts about the 

integrity of  this elec-
tion. A local investigative 
journalism organization 
called Centro de Period-
ismo Investigativo (CPI) 
uncovered systemic fraud 
in elections, with evi-
dence of  vote tampering, 
detailing that “900,000 
deceased people… ap-
peared to have voted in 
2020 and 2016 elections,” 
raising alarms of  the le-
gitimacy of  the vote. In 
addition, discrepancies 
involving Dominion Vot-
ing Systems during the re-
cent primaries have raised  
concerns, with hundreds 
of  errors reported due to 
software issues that led to 
incorrect vote tallies and 
machines reversing cer-
tain results or reporting 
zero votes for candidates, 
reports Yahoo. This kind 
of  revelation has only 
deepened the public’s 
distrust, leaving many 
wondering whether the 
results of  the election can 
truly reflect the will of  the 
people. With such serious 

allegations, it raises ques-
tions about whether past 
elections were conducted 
fairly, or if  the outcome 
stands for the choices 
made by the electorate. 

Puerto Rico is still re-
covering from Hurricane 
Maria, which devastated 
the island in 2017, and its 
recovery has been further 
complicated by the larg-
est power company debt 
reported by NBC. At the 
same time, it is seeing an 
unprecedented push to 
get people to the polls, 
led by high-profile fig-
ures like Bad Bunny, the 
globally renowned Puer-
to Rican artist. Known 
for his outspoken activ-
ism on social issues, Bad 
Bunny has encouraged 
locals to break from tra-
ditional bipartisanship 
between the PNP and 
PPD parties. According 
to Yahoo, with messages 
like “Quien vota PNP no 
ama a Puerto Rico,” Bad 
Bunny, along with oth-
er artists like Residente 

and Rauw Alejandro, has 
shown support to the 
new alliance between the 
Partido Independentis-
ta Puertorriqueño (PIP) 
and Movimiento Victoria 
Ciudadana (MVC), call-
ing for a change in the is-
land’s political direction. 
Their influence is felt by 
the younger generation, 
who are seeking to shift 
away from corruption 
and towards a better fu-
ture for the island. The 
outcome of  Puerto Ri-
co’s upcoming election 
hinges largely on wheth-
er these new voters will 
turn out and participate 
in the upcoming election. 

Contact Lara at 
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Staff Writer

A young and popular 
K-pop group called New-
Jeans has been the center 
of  controversy and atten-
tion after their public com-
plaints about the work-
place environment created 
by their parent company, 
Hybe. According to BBC 
News, in a now-deleted 
YouTube video upload-
ed by the five members 
of  the group, the young 
entertainers expressed 
their dissatisfaction with 
Hybe and called for the 
reinstatement of  their 
former CEO, Min Hee-
jin. In an industry where 
singers, called idols, are 
micromanaged and care-
fully monitored to main-
tain a specific public per-
sona, NewJeans’ unusual 
move in a widely publi-
cized occupation thrusts 
the group’s future and 
the K-pop industry into 
unprecedented territory.

Coming onto the K-pop 
scene in 2022, the group 
and its five members – 
Danielle, Haerin, Hanni, 
Hyein, and Minji – gained 

immediate popularity with 
their distinct aesthetic and 
catchy music, reminiscent 
of  90s club sounds. Since 
their debut, NewJeans, 
with members 16 to 20 
years old,has accumulat-
ed countless accolades as 
a young group, and their 
fame has spread globally. 

On September 11, 2024, 
the same day NewJeans 
was nominated for two 
MTV awards, the group 
posted “What NewJeans 
Wanted To Say”, a 27-min-
ute-long video posted to a 
YouTube channel creat-
ed by the five members. 
Dressed in somber colors 
in stark contrast to their 
usual bright aesthetic, the 
idols read a pre-prepared 
statement accusing Hybe 
of  fostering a toxic work 
environment and demand-
ed Min’s reinstatement. 

The situation dates back 
to April 2024 when Hybe 
launched an audit of  Min 
and Ador, the independent 
sub label formed in 2021 
that manages NewJeans. 
BBC News reports that 
Hybe accused Min of  cor-
porate espionage, alleging 
that Min was planning a 

takeover of  Ador by leak-
ing confidential informa-
tion to attract investors 
and manage NewJeans 
and Ador independently.
Hybe further claims that 
Min’s actions were retal-
iation after Hybe’s re-
cent debut of  girl group 
Illit, whose concept Min 
claims was stolen from 
NewJeans. In August, 
she rejected a Hybe of-
fer to continue working 
as NewJeans’ producer. 
The NewJeans mem-
bers had expressed their 
frustration and disap-
pointment over the situ-
ation but continued their 
promotional activities.

In their YouTube 
video, the members dis-
cussed issues of  leaked 
private medical informa-
tion and videos going 
unresolved by Hybe and 
other idols at Hybe be-
ing told by their manag-
ers to ignore NewJeans 
members in the halls. 
At the end of  the video, 
NewJeans set a dead-
line of  September 25 
for Min’s reinstatement; 
however, the group did 
not address any specific 

actions if  this ultimatum 
was not met by Hybe.

According to The 
Korea Times, NewJeans’ 
two-week deadline has 
suggested that the group 
was preparing for poten-
tial legal action. Termina-
tion of  the group’s sev-
en-year-contract would 
cost the members about 
300 billion South Kore-
an won, or about $225.8 
million. While the time-
frame allows the group 
to search legal grounds 
for contract violations 
to take action, paying 
the hefty penalty may be 
the easiest solution if  the 
group wants to work with 
Min independently, as 
their adherence to their 
former CEO implies. 

On the day of  the 
deadline, according to 
The Korea Herald, Hybe 
confirmed that the com-
pany would not honor 
NewJeans’ request to 
reinstate Min. The com-
pany, however, allowed 
Min to continue to work 
as an internal director 
and NewJeans’ produc-
er. While NewJeans has 
not commented on Hy-

be’s compromise, Min 
issued a press release, 
re-requesting her re-
instatement as CEO.

The Korea Herald 
reports that the Kore-
an National Assembly’s 
Environment and Labor 
Committee requested 
19-year-old Hanni’s pres-
ence to answer questions 
about alleged workplace 
harassment at an upcom-
ing inspection on Oc-
tober 25. . Additionally, 
the committee passed a 
motion requesting cur-
rent Ador CEO Kim 
Yu-joung’s appearance 
to address the compa-
ny’s inadequate response. 

Nevertheless, New-
Jeans’ bold actions 
distinguish between 
risk-taking at the expense 
of  a negative public im-
age and companies’ care-
ful micromanagement of  
groups to maintain a cer-
tain image. The K-pop 
industry’s typical top-
down control tactic is 
one long abandoned by 
American pop labels for 
over ten years during the 
heyday of  boy bands and 
Britney Spears, according 

to The New York Times. 
In an industry where 

idols’ personas are pur-
posefully presented to 
the public, it is rare to see 
entertainers express their 
concerns. With a group 
as young as NewJeans 
breaking the status quo 
of  the K-pop industry, 
the members are sure to 
continue making a global 
impact, both on the stage 
and within the industry. 
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Cambodian Prime Min-
ister Hun Manet submit-
ting to political pressure 
has created uncertainty re-
garding his government’s 
commitment to regional 
cooperation, as Cam-
bodia withdraws from 
a twenty-year-old pact 
with Laos and Vietnam. 
This threatens to isolate 
the country as geopolit-
ical tensions within the 
region continue to rise.

Manet’s move followed 
protests that erupted 
throughout the country, 
arguing the pact benefit-
ed foreign interests. In 
August, 66 protestors, 
including several chil-
dren, who criticized the 
Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam 
Development Triangle 
Area (CLV-DTA) were 
arrested on accusations 
of  attempting to topple 
the government. Barron’s 
confirms that nine of  
those arrested face pros-

ecution, while the oth-
ers have been released. 
Cambodians across the 
globe, including in South 
Korea, Japan, and the 
United States have been 
protesting the pact before 
Manet’s decision as well.

The CLV-DTA was 
formalized with the inten-
tion of  facilitating trade 
and migration cooperation 
in four northeastern prov-
inces of  Cambodia and 
border areas in Laos and 
Vietnam. Those against 
the pact criticize it for pri-
oritizing foreign interests 
over Cambodia’s own do-
mestic interests, claiming 
it cedes those provinces to 
Laos and Vietnam. In par-
ticular, fear of  Vietnamese 
encroachment has long 
been a political firecracker 
in Cambodia, fueled by an-
ti-Vietnamese sentiment.

Manet has been called 
out for the hypocrisy of  
his decision, as he labeled 
groups that opposed the 
agreement extremists 
that utilized slander to at-

tack the government and 
confuse the public. “For 
instance, allegations that 
the government ceded 
the territory of  the four 
northeastern provinces to 
foreign countries, etc.,” he 
posted, according to The 
Associated Press. Howev-
er, The Associated Press 
furthers that after pulling 
out from the agreement, 
Manet said his govern-
ment is “taking into ac-
count people’s concern 
on territory and the need 
to withdraw weapons out 
of  the hands of  extrem-
ists to prevent them from 
using CLV-DTA to fur-
ther cheat people.” De-
spite the allegations, the 
deal’s primary goal was 
to boost economic pro-
ductivity for the nations 
and regional development 
for the states involved.

Cambodians have long 
criticized their govern-
ment, specifically on si-
lencing critics and political 
opponents. Hun Manet 
succeeded his father Hun 

Sen last year, who ruled 
the state for four decades. 
Despite leaving CLV-
DTA, there are few signs 
of  political liberalization. 
Human Rights Watch re-
ports that despite Cambo-
dia’s self-characterization 
as a democratic state, it is 
effectively a single-party 
state with fixed and con-
trolled elections, a lack of  
independent media, ruling 
party interference and con-
trol of  all state institutions, 
political control of  the 
judiciary, and systematic 
harassment and targeting 
of  critics in the political 
opposition and civil soci-
ety. Sen maintained power 
last May because of  the 
National Election Com-
mittee barring his main 
opposition, the Candle-
light Party (CLP) on sev-
eral fronts, including the 
rejecting the CLP’s ap-
plication documents on 
biased, politically moti-
vated grounds; emphasiz-
ing the lack of  integrity 
in Cambodian elections. 

Throughout his career, 
Sen used violent rhetoric, 
surveillance, intimidation, 
judicial harassment, and 
violent attacks to main-
tain his power. Through-
out 2023, CLP members 
who opposed him were 
assaulted in Phnom Penh 
in broad daylight or con-
victed or arrested for po-
litically motivated crimes, 
Human Rights Watch re-
ports. Last July, the gov-
ernment fined and banned 
18 opposition party mem-
bers from holding elected 
office for ten to twenty 
years after being convict-
ed in absentia for incit-
ing voters to spoil their 
national election ballots. 

Further, the gov-
ernment controls all 
Khmer-language nation-
al TV, radio stations, and 
newspapers, severely cen-
soring the Cambodian 
government’s corruption. 
The few independent 
news outlets face constant 
harassment, intimidation, 
and threats of  shutdowns. 

Last July, the government 
issued an order to internet 
service providers to block 
access to online websites 
and social media accounts 
of  three major indepen-
dent media outlets: The 
Cambodia Daily, Radio 
Free Asia, and Kamno-
tra. The Department of  
Information and Audio-
visual was authorized to 
do this to block sites that 
“disseminate mislead-
ing news affecting the 
honor and reputation of  
the Royal Government.”

As protests continue, 
Manet stands in the tur-
moil his corrupt prede-
cessor and party created 
as the political landscape 
he entered into as the new 
Prime Minister. The way 
he got into office, as well 
as the actions of  his ad-
ministration so far, con-
tinues to increase domes-
tic and regional tensions.
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The entry of  a young 
generation into the work-
force is not a new phe-
nomenon. However, 
Generation Z, which com-
prises Americans born 
between 1997 and 2012, 
presents unique challeng-
es within a dynamic labor 
market. These challenges 
highlight a need for vital 
experience among junior 
candidates and a dis-
connect between today’s 
employers and employ-
ees, which Forbes, The 
Guardian, and the Wall 
Street Journal attribute 
largely to the pandemic.

The World Econom-
ic Forum projects that 
Gen-Z will make up 27 
percent of  the work-
force by 2025 in coun-
tries such as the United 
States, though Forbes re-
ports that managers and 
business leaders are not 
eager to work with this 
group. In fact, 74 percent 
of  the respondents ex-
pressed difficulty working 
with Gen-Z compared to 
other generations, accord-
ing to a ResumeBuilder.

com survey. The respon-
dents listed a few factors 
that they believe contrib-
ute to Gen-Z’s problem: 
entitlement and a lack 
of  professional skills. 
These factors may lead to 
Gen-Z losing their jobs 
or employers preferring 
to hire older candidates. 

Complications extend 
beyond the workplace 
and into the hiring pro-
cess. The Guardian writes 
that human resource 
workers sense “frosti-
ness” throughout their 
interactions with young 
applicants, as they wish 
to avoid small talk. Inter-
viewees cannot necessarily 
prepare for it, which does 
not help that an over-
whelming number of  ap-
plicants consider the job 
search “one of  life’s most 
stressful experiences,” The 
Guardian further disclos-
es. The source reached out 
to young workers to share 
their thoughts on the mat-
ter and found parallels: 
Gen-Z exhibit frustration 
with what they deem the 
trivial, stressful compo-
nents of  interviews―small 
talk, proper attire, and eye 

contact. However, The 
Guardian does note that 
researchers find that small 
talk could foster personal 
connections, which is es-
sential to office politics. To 
address this issue, the Wall 
Street Journal explains 
how college professors 
educate their students on 
the “basics” of  profession-
alism, such as conversing 
and writing cover letters.

These findings raise 
questions about whether 
younger individuals tru-
ly lack the work ethic, or 
if  the current system is 
not suited for their un-
precedented circumstanc-
es: the aftermath of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Forbes reveals how hybrid 
and remote work environ-
ments have stunted profes-
sional growth, hindering 
opportunities for Gen-Z 
to gain real-world experi-
ence. Undergraduates now 
encounter new obstacles, 
as the pandemic slimmed 
their chances of  landing 
jobs and internships that 
would build up the impres-
sive, distinguished resumes 
that attract employers in a 
competitive labor market.

Not only did the pan-
demic cost Gen-Z years 
of  experience, but it also 
took a toll on their mental 
health. Forbes writes that 
interpersonal skills could 
suffer because of  isolation, 
which became a reality 
for countless individuals 
during quarantine. It sug-
gests that Gen-Z’s under-
performance in the work-
place isn’t entirely their 
fault but an outcome of  an 
unfortunate situation. The 
source also addresses Gen-
Z’s high media consump-
tion and its negative effects 
on mental health. As they 
compared themselves to 
others online, Gen-Z con-
tinuously worried about 
their current job situation, 
paying off  college debt, 
and inability to afford a car, 
apartment, or home. While 
these are legitimate con-
cerns, such comparisons 
can damage their self-per-
ception, which in turn in-
fluences their social inter-
actions. The transition of  
online to in-person spaces 
may have been abrupt for 
this group, leaving them to 
grapple with navigating so-
cial situations confidently.

Yet the integration of  
technology in the work-
place prompted signifi-
cant changes in the pro-
fessional environment. 

BBC News describes 
Gen-Z’s technological up-
bringing and remote work 
and its impact on how 
Gen-Z behaves in profes-
sional settings. Social me-
dia calls for an informal, 
expressive tone that the 
generation has grown ac-
customed to but clashes 
with the workplace’s pro-
fessional language. How-
ever, BBC News reports 
that company leaders and 
their junior employees are 
working to navigate that 
balance in communica-
tion. Personal expression 
could serve the workplace 
best to some extent, like 
during team meetings, 
but formality should not 
be entirely disregarded. 

While employers may 
consider Gen-Z difficult, 
Forbes states that they 
are merely different. It 
will take time for the la-
bor market to adjust to 
this new cohort, as it has 
always done so for previ-
ous generations. Gen-Z 

has brought forth chang-
es in how companies op-
erate, as young workers 
place high value on men-
tal wellness, job flexibili-
ty, financial security, and 
transparency, reports the 
Wall Street Journal. Com-
panies are tasked with 
learning to understand 
these young workers. 
They offer mentoring for 
employees transitioning 
from a strictly remote 
to in-person working 
arrangements and addi-
tional accommodations. 
When Gen-Z employees 
request free therapy or ex-
press concern over their 
pay, for example, every 
other employee benefits 
once companies act on 
these demands, the Wall 
Street Journal explains.

With guidance, Gen-Z 
can hone skills, such as 
communication, while 
companies draw value 
from young employees’ 
perspectives. Together, 
the changes they imple-
ment have a lasting impact 
on the modern workplace.
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Since its inception in 
1944, the World Bank has 
played a vital role in univer-
sally supporting and devel-
oping financial initiatives 
to decrease poverty while 
simultaneously stimulating 
economic growth in vari-
ous nations with limited re-
sources. These World Bank 
projects, often budgeted 
in the billions of  dollars, 
seek to aid in infrastruc-
ture, health, education, and 
gender equality says the 
World Bank. However, as 
of  recently, its reputation 
has come into question by 
supporters and detractors 
alike. By reviewing one of  
its most recent projects, a 
$1.57 billion loan to Nige-
ria, it may lead to a greater 
understanding of  the role 
of  the World Bank plays 
as a global institution. 

The loan, granted to 
the Nigerian government 
on September 26, high-
lights some of  the core 
tenets of  the World Bank, 
eliminating poverty and 
fostering sustainability re-
ports Reuters. The loan is 
divided into three parts, 
$500 million to address 

the governance and infra-
structure issues that cur-
rently limit the delivery of  
education and health, $570 
million towards health-
care through the Prima-
ry Healthcare Provision 
Strengthening Program, 
and $500 million for the 
Sustainable Power and Ir-
rigation for Nigeria Project 
reports the World Bank. 

Nigeria is home to 
the largest population of  
people on the African 
continent as well as the 
second largest economy, 
second only to South Af-
rica, according to The 
World Factbook. Never-
theless, the country relies 
heavily on foreign invest-

would only expand, as 
their race to catch up with 
the high-income countries 
would become impossible. 
The Council on Foreign 
Relations argues that part 
of  the utility of  the World 
Bank is its ability to mo-
bilize previously unorga-
nized financial resources in 
a structured manner which 
allows for these large-scale 
initiatives. Without inter-
national assistance, such 
endeavors are impossible 
and would only increase 
the global wealth disparity. 

Yet, despite these ben-
eficial contributions, the 
World Bank’s reputation 
has received a series of  crit-
icisms throughout its 80-
year history. Particularly, 
its scrutiny has come from 
the organization’s account-
ability mechanisms and 
transparency to the public. 
For example, as Rights in 
Development highlights, 
although the World Bank 
intends on alleviating pov-
erty, the opposite is often 
true. Projects have resulted 
in mass displacement and 
local environment damage 
in rural areas. A Nachtigal 
hydroelectric World Bank 
project in Cameroon in 
2022, for example, cre-

ated mass deforestation 
and human displacement.

Moreover, a wider 
grievance arises centered 
around how the World 
Bank is governed internal-
ly. As Brookings mentions, 
the World Bank and sim-
ilar financial institutions, 
such as the International 
Monetary Fund, oper-
ate outside the bounds 
of  democracy, where the 
executive power of  de-
cision-making is domi-
nated by a small minority 
of  economically wealthy 
countries. Regardless of  
the fact, many of  the proj-
ects and initiatives impact 
the lives of  those outside 
of  the high-income coun-
tries. This disconnection 
has led to more efforts to 
establish a larger participa-
tory decision-making pro-
cess with complete pub-
lic access to monitor the 
project implementation. 

Nevertheless, large-
scale reform at the World 
Bank is a daunting en-
deavor. Efforts are being 
made to promote the is-
sues of  accountability and 
transparency, especially in 
the fields of  social partic-
ipation and environmental 
sustainability, reports the 

World Bank. These efforts 
are often met with the 
slowness that is typical of  
large bureaucratic institu-
tions, like the World Bank. 
Ultimately, however, the 
institution provides sig-
nificant funding to coun-
tries across the globe, and 
without it, these national 
governments are unable to 
initiate these projects on 
their own, reports Brook-
ings. Recent loans, such 
as the one in Nigeria, are 
examples of  their ability to 
satisfy the large financial 
demands that otherwise 
would be impossible. The 
World Bank, as indispens-
able as it has become, must 
continue to stimulate eco-
nomic growth and social 
well-being while mitigat-
ing the adverse effects of  
the projects it finances, a 
delicate balance, where its 
success will only be seen 
in the years to come.The 
Associated Press says.
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Karissa Kromminga
Staff Writer

The International 
Criminal Court (ICC) was 
established by the United 
Nations on July 17, 1998, 
with the passage of  the 
Rome Statute. It came 
as a response to horrific 
crimes committed during 
conflicts throughout the 
twentieth century – name-
ly the World Wars, the 
Cold War, and the con-
flicts in Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda. According to the 
ICC, its purpose is to “in-
vestigate, prosecute and 
try individuals accused 
of  committing the most 
serious crimes of  con-
cern to the international 
community as a whole, 
namely the crime of  
genocide, crimes against 
humanity, war crimes and 
the crime of  aggression.” 
The Rome Statute is rat-
ified by 124 countries 
across all regions of  the 
world; however, this does 
not include the United 
States, Russia, or China.

The ICC has the power 
to prosecute individuals 
in the absence of  nation-
al action, as opposed to 
the International Court 

of  Justice, which set-
tles disputes between 
governments, reports 
BBC. The court only 
has jurisdiction over 
crimes committed in 
the territory of  or by a 
citizen of  a state which 
has ratified the treaty, or 
when a case is referred 
by the United Nations 
Security Council. Its 
first verdict occurred in 
March of  2012 against 
Thomas Lubanga, who 
was the leader of  a mi-
litia in the Democratic 
Republic of  Congo and 
was convicted of  war 
crimes relating to the 
use of  child soldiers.

The most recent ac-
tions by the ICC come in 
the form of  applications 
for arrest warrants for 
top Israeli and Hamas 
officials. Chief  prosecu-
tor of  the ICC, Karim 
Khan, stated that there 
was reasonable ground 
to believe that Israel’s 
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and de-
fense minister Yoav Gal-
lant, and Hamas leaders 
Yahiya Sinwar, Moham-
med Deif  and Ismail 
Haniyeh bore respon-
sibility for war crimes 

committed on and after 
October 7, BBC says 
in another article. The 
accusations against Is-
rael’s ministers include 
suspected crimes of  
“starvation of  civilians 
as a method of  warfare, 
murder, intentionally di-
recting attacks against a 
civilian population, and 
extermination.” Hamas 
leaders have been ac-
cused of  committing 
crimes including: “ex-
termination, murder, 
hostage taking, rape 
and sexual violence, and 
torture.” The applica-
tion is still confidential 
at this time. Netanyahu 

stated that the ICC’s ac-
cusations were an “out-
rageous assault” on Isra-
el’s right to self-defense, 
with the U.S. government 
calling for the court to 
back down reports For-
eign Policy. Despite Isra-
el not being party to the 
treaty, the ICC can pros-
ecute Israeli officials for 
crimes committed by IDF 
soldiers on Palestinian 
territory because Pales-
tine is party to the treaty.

These applications 
come over a year after the 
ICC issued arrest war-
rants for Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and 
Putin’s Commissioner for 

Children’s Rights, Maria 
Alekseyevna Lvova-Belo-
va. The ICC stated that, 
“there are reasonable 
grounds to believe that 
each suspect bears re-
sponsibility for the war 
crime of  unlawful depor-
tation of  population and 
that of  unlawful depor-
tation of  population and 
that of  unlawful transfer 
of  population from occu-
pied areas of  Ukraine to 
the Russian Federation, 
in prejudice of  Ukrainian 
children,” reports Time. 
Many believe that it is 
unlikely that Putin will 
be arrested while he is 
still in power, because 
the ICC does not have 
its own police force and 
must rely on countries 
to enforce warrants. The 
charges mainly act as a 
way to weaken the global 
standing of  Putin and his 
allies. Even if  Putin were 
to lose power in Russia, 
he is still unlikely to be 
tried because the Russian 
constitution prohibits the 
extradition of  citizens. 
This was reinforced on 
September 3, when Putin 
made his first visit to an 
ICC member state, Mon-
golia, since the warrant 

was issued reports Politi-
co. Mongolia is supposed 
to act upon the warrant 
under international law, 
however Russian officials 
stated they had “no wor-
ries” about the visit. Mon-
golia will likely face prose-
cution by the ICC over its 
inaction, which could con-
demn the violation under a 
non-compliance procedure. 
However, there is unlike-
ly to be any serious con-
sequences for Mongolia.
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Conflict

ment to assist in address-
ing developmental issues 
where institutions are lim-
ited. This notion is sup-
ported by its $1.2 billion 
outstanding purchases 
and loans the Internation-
al Monetary Fund reports 
and the $15 billion worth 
of  loans from the World 
Bank as Reuters reports.

Furthermore, the sup-
porters of  the World Bank 
would empathize with 
these large-scale initiatives 
and financial development 
projects as justification for 
its existence but also its 
irreplaceability. Without 
this institution, the dis-
tance between low- and 
middle-income countries 

There is reasonable ground that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Hamas leaders bear responsibility for war crimes. 
Courtesy of  Chatham House (Wikimedia Commons)
CreativeCommons 2.0

A Nigerian woman walks through a market.
Courtesy of  World Bank Photo Collection (flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0
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Adding African Nations as Permanent 
Security Council Members

Sophie Ulm
Staff Writer

Africa has long called 
for more representation 
in global governance, and 
recent calls for more rep-
resentation at the United 
Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) have been gain-
ing attention. According 
to the United Nations, 
Africa represents over 1 
billion people and makes 
up 28 percent of  UN 
membership, but only 
has three non-perma-
nent seats on the UNSC.

Africa’s call for more 
representation at the 
UNSC addresses three 
key concerns: repairing 
historical injustices, rec-
ognizing Africa’s contri-
butions to the modern 
world and adding legiti-
macy to the UN, reports 
The Conversation. Africa 
has long expressed a de-
sire to be fully and equally 
represented at all levels, 
and addressing these is-
sues is key to ensuring that 
representation is possible. 

The UNSC is currently 
made up of  five perma-
nent members and ten 
rotating seats. The five 
permanent members are 

China, France, Russia, 
the United Kingdom and 
the United States. The 
remaining ten seats are 
divided with three seats 
going to Africa, two for 
Asia-Pacific, two for Latin 
America, two for Western 
Europe and other states, 
and one for Eastern Eu-
rope, according to Al Ja-
zeera, and many view this 
dynamic as a result of  the 
post-World War II power 
structure, a structure cre-
ated at a time when many 
African nations were 
still under colonial rule.

In late September, a 
number of  African lead-
ers addressed the UN 
General Assembly call-
ing for two new per-
manent seats. Kenya’s 
president, William Ruto, 
stated that “The Council 
is dysfunctional, undem-
ocratic, non-inclusive, 
unaccountable, autocrat-
ic, and opaque,” reports 
the UN, emphasizing the 
unfairness of  a body in 
which Africa is exclud-
ed while other nations 
have the right to veto the 
decisions of  the other 
193 UN member states. 

These calls for change 
have been echoed by 

leaders like UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio 
Guterres and UN Gen-
eral Assembly President 
Dennis Francis. They 
emphasized that Africa 
is over-represented in a 
number of  the challeng-
es that the UNSC has 
fought to address, and 
that almost half  of  all 
UN peacekeeping opera-
tions were in Africa and 
that roughly 40 percent 
of  all peacekeepers were 

African, reports the BBC.
The U.S. was the first 

permanent UNSC mem-
ber to voice support for 
Africa to gain permanent 

seats, but with caveats. 
The U.S. has announced 
that they recognize the 
injustice of  the system 
and will support Africa’s 
bid for two permanent 
members, but without 
the veto power, reports 
The Associated Press. 
U.S. ambassador Lin-
da Thomas-Greenfield 
said that this opposition 
was due to the fact that 
the veto makes the work 
of  the UNSC “dysfunc-

tional,” according to The 
Associated Press, but 
did not address the veto 
powers of  the current 
permanent members.

Some nations, such as 
the Republic of  Korea, 
have expressed that they 
support greater African 
representation on the 
UNSC, but that the focus 
should be on expanding 
non-permanent seats as 
changing the permanent 
seats might cement cur-
rent power dynamics, 
reports the UN. Many 
African countries have 
pushed back on this view-
point, mainly in view of  
the veto power that the 
current permanent mem-
bers have. African lead-
ers emphasize that, while 
they support the aboli-
tion of  the veto power, 
so long as certain coun-
tries maintain their veto 
power, as long as other 
nations have it, it should 
be expanded to new per-
manent members as well.

The African Union has 
proposed that, if  Africa 
were to receive the two 
new permanent seats, it 
would vote on which two 
African nations would 
receive them, according 
to the UN. While there 
is still uncertainty about 
which countries would be 
selected, five nations have 
been highlighted recent-

ly that would make sense 
either economically, mon-
etarily, or socially. Those 
nations are South Africa, 
Egypt, Nigeria, Ethio-
pia, and the Democratic 
Republic of  the Congo, 
reports The Atlantic.

Africa already has a 
great deal of  influence 
in the UNSC, particu-
larly as Russia and the 
U.S. attempt to gain and 
maintain influence in the 
region, reports CNN. 
The Atlantic reports that 
China is also a major 
presence in Africa, hav-
ing built nearly one-third 
of  Africa’s infrastructure 
projects, though these 
projects have resulted in 
a great amount of  debt 
owed to China by Afri-
can nations. But this in-
fluence rests mostly in 
soft power, and does not 
mean that there is equal 
power between the Afri-
can states and members 
of  the permanent five.
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G20 Summit One Year On, Countries Face a New 
Opportunity with November Summit in Brazil

Andrew Travis
Staff Writer

International prepara-
tions for the G20 2024 
summit in Brazil are un-
derway, as the summit 
is set to expand for the 
first time since its foun-
dation in 1999. The Afri-
can Union (AU) will join 
this year and represent 55 
African countries at the 
summit after Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi an-
nounced their inclusion at 
last year’s G20 summit in 
India, according to BBC. 

The G20 countries are 
preparing to meet in dif-
ferent cities across Brazil 
in November to discuss 
the most pressing eco-
nomic, political, and en-
vironmental issues in the 
world today. The 2023 
summit was a success for 
India. As the host, it was 
able to solidify itself  on 
the world stage, according 
to Daiji World. Howev-
er, lasting commitment to 
G20 resolutions has been 
hard to come by. BBC re-
ported that China’s Xi Jin-
ping and Russia’s Vladimir 
Putin declined to attend 
in 2023, instead sending 

diplomats in their place.  
Since 1999, the G20 

has been a group of  the 
world’s economic pow-
erhouses. The “twenty” 
comprise 85 percent of  
the world’s GDP and 75 
percent of  the world’s 
trade. Alongside the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), the 
other 19 countries in-
clude Argentina, Aus-
tralia, Brazil, Canada, 
China, France, Germany, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, 
Japan, Mexico, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, South Af-
rica, South Korea, Tur-
key, the UK, and the U.S. 
Although the group was 
founded in 1999, the first 
official summit wasn’t 
held until after the finan-
cial crisis of  2008 in an at-
tempt to promote interna-
tional cooperation. Since 
2008, the summit has 
been hosted in a different 
country each year, with 
the host country acting 
as the summit president 
and guiding the agenda. 

India took charge this 
past summit, according 
to the Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF), set-
ting an aggressive agenda 
to address a plethora of  

issues while also mak-
ing it the most inclusive 
in G20 history. With the 
engagement of  over 67 
million people across the 
summit, officials, grass-
roots community leaders, 
corporate entities, educa-
tors, women, and youth 
came together across 
more than 100 events for 
the summit last year. The 
commitments to reform 
and new action were vast. 

The summit recom-
mitted to achieving the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) by fund-
ing high-level principles 
to accelerate progress. 
According to the ORF, 
the countries commit-
ted to securing $1.2 tril-
lion for SDG funding by 
2030 and pledged $500 
billion annually to stimu-
late SDG progress.  The 
summit’s Green Devel-
opment Pact called for 
significant increases in 
climate financing for the 
Global South. The Pact 
set a target to mobilize 
$5.9 trillion for clean en-
ergy technologies and cli-
mate adaptation efforts 
before 2030. At the sum-
mit, the G20 nations also 

committed to bridging 
the global digital divide 
by developing and sharing 
public digital infrastruc-
ture, with a framework 
established for global dig-
ital infrastructure sharing. 

The G20 also en-
dorsed a call for reform-
ing multilateral financial 
institutions like the Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank to 
enhance representation 
and input from develop-
ing countries. They called 
for increasing concession-
al lending for developing 
nations and boosting cap-
ital at institutions like the 
International Bank for Re-
construction and Devel-
opment (IBRD), a smaller 
institution focusing on 
developing countries. The 
G20 summit also proved 
to be a place for econom-
ic diplomacy between the 
member states. According 
to Reuters, the U.S., India, 
Saudi Arabia, and the EU 
reached a trade agree-
ment at the summit to 
counter China’s trade in-
fluence globally through 
its Belt and Road Ini-
tiative. The deal laid the 
groundwork for increased 

trade and infrastructure 
between the countries 
and increased trade flow 
from Asia and Europe 
through the Middle East. 

These commitments, 
including reforms like 
opening the summit to the 
AU, promise a better and 
more sustainable global 
economic order. Howev-
er, the G20 has also faced 
challenges on more press-
ing political matters, as 
well as countries not com-
mitting to pledges they 
signed on to at the summit. 

According to The 
Guardian, countries are 
not sticking to the pledg-
es to transition away from 
fossil fuels. Countries like 
Saudi Arabia have attempt-
ed to reinterpret the phras-
ing of  the agreements and 
avoid using terminology 
like “fossil fuels.” The 
leaders of  the G20 also 
walked away from the 
summit without a consen-
sus on the war in Ukraine, 
according to BBC. With-
out Ukraine being a party 
to the summit and Russia 
having a solid presence at 
the G20, the G20 did not 
directly criticize Russia in 
their joint declaration on 

the situation in Ukraine. 
As the world looks to-

ward the new G20 sum-
mit in Brazil, countries 
will have to grapple with 
emerging problems and 
issues that have remained 
unanswered since the last 
summit. With new con-
flicts emerging and ex-
panding in the Middle East 
and the war in Ukraine 
showing no signs of  slow-
ing down, the summit 
will allow consensus and 
diplomacy to take center 
stage. The opportunity for 
change will be ripe, but it 
is up to the G20 summit 
countries to commit to 
following through on the 
pledges they make at a sum-
mit like the G20 in Brazil.
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New York, New York. 
Courtesy of  United Nations Photo(flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0



October 2024
Page 8 Opinion

Tip Toeing a Fine Line: Will the Middle East Have 
Itself A Regional War?

Gabriella Fernandez
Staff  Writer

On September 8, Oc-
tober 7 marks one year 
since the war between 
Israel and Hamas began. 
Reflecting on this year 
of  conflict and looking 
at where the war stands 
now reveals that not 
much progress has truly 
been made in stopping 
this war. Recent events 
of  Israel’s bombings in 
Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, 
and Gaza along with 
Iran’s retaliatory missile 
launches at Israel have 
worried many that this 
will become a full-blown 
Middle Eastern regional 
war. Some even argue that 
the conflict has already 
reached that threshold. 
An exact definition of  a 
regional war in the Middle 
East is difficult to qual-
ify as proxies and non-
state groups complicate 
the landscape. Howev-
er, what is known is that 
there is active conflict in 
Gaza and now Lebanon 
with the ground inva-
sion that began October 
1, explained by the BBC.

For the sake of  argu-
ment, say that a regional 
war would qualify when 
more actors become in-
volved in spreading the 
conflict to more coun-

tries. Right now, this 
would be a localized war 
involving three neighbor-
ing territories. The other 
aspects of  this conflict re-
semble “hostilities” more 
than war due to missiles 
being exchanged between 
Israel and other actors. 

The issue now is that 
the Middle East faces an 
expansion of  this war 
hinging on the escalato-
ry hostilities between Is-
rael and Iran. Israel has 
promised retaliation for 
the 180 missiles Iran fired 
at it on Tuesday, Octo-

ber 1, which will be a key 
moment in this war. This 
is not the first time Isra-
el has been confronted 
with a decision on how to 
respond to an Iranian at-
tack. Previously in April, 
the United States was able 
to convince the Israe-
li government to refrain 
from an escalatory re-
sponse and keep the con-
flict contained. However, 
this time the US under-
stands the urge to retaliate 
and is taking a different 
approach by reaffirming 
its full support of  Israel 

and its right to retaliate 
as stated by Al-Jazeera. 
Without the U.S. working 
to deter Israel, it will react 
to Iran accordingly. The 
question now remains: 
will this be the tipping 
point for full-blown re-
gional war or will the U.S. 
step in to deter Iran from 
challenging Israel again? 

The Associated Press 
reports that the U.S. is 
sending more troops into 
the region after these 
events, following the 
trending fear and con-
cern from analysts and 
leaders alike that this 
war will become a great-
er regional conflict. The 
concern stems from the 
understanding that if  Iran 
goes to war with Israel, 
the US will also be drawn 
in. If  this happens, Iraqi 
groups have threatened 
U.S. bases as laid out by 
Arab Weekly. All parties 
involved are feeling the 
intensity level rising; how-
ever, I see this expansion 
to full-blown regional 
war only if  Israel esca-
lates enough with Iran. 

If  tensions continue 
as they are and Iran is 
deterred following Isra-
el’s retaliation, the con-
flict will not spread to a 
greater regional war. As 
Foreign Affairs wrote, the 
attacks have been enough 

to make a statement in 
solidarity with Palestine 
but not escalate to war, 
specifically referring to 
Hezbollah. This was writ-
ten before Israel’s ground 
incursion began into Hez-
bollah territory this week, 
but the same analysis also 
applies to the Houth-
is in Yemen and armed 
groups in Syria who 
have been exchanging 
missiles with Israel now. 

If  Israel can build de-
terrence against Iran, the 
conflict will not spread 
but will be sustained. The 
fighting and bombing 
have gone on for a year 
and no solutions are close 
to being reached pointing 
to the fact that the actors 
involved are in it for the 
long haul. These actors 
have too much pride, 
emotional stake, and hurt 
involved in this conflict 
to simply accept an end 
without victory or defeat. 
The parties involved are 
not getting stronger but 
weakening. Hamas has 
been greatly weakened as 
Greg Myre points out in 
an NPR interview, and 
Foreign Affairs outlines 
how Israel is facing chal-
lenges in sustaining their 
effort as well, especially 
with the war in Lebanon 
now. The fighting with 
Hezbollah will eventually 

draw to a conclusion rather 
than escalate given Hezbol-
lah’s recent deterioration 
at the hands of  the IDF. 
This does not lend well 
to an expanded war effort 
and all sides should see that 
one is inherently against 
either of  their interests. 

This war has brought 
much death, animosity, and 
chaos to the Levant which 
was already experiencing 
all these things. What hap-
pens between Israel and 
Iran next holds the power 
to determine the trajecto-
ry for the end of  this war. 
If  Israel can successfully 
deter Iran, it bodes well 
to deter the rest of  Iran’s 
proxies and allies. Howev-
er, if  escalation intensifies, 
the world must prepare 
for war in the Middle East. 
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How the 2024 Election Could Shape the Global Eco-
nomic Landscape

Neve Walker
Staff  Writer

For years China’s econ-
omy has been a hot topic. 
Economists and policy-
makers have long debated 
whether China’s rapidly 
growing economy can sur-
pass the United States. As 
we look towards the 2024 
U.S. presidential election, 
the two economic strat-
egies of  the candidates 
could have profound 
effects on the U.S.-Chi-
na economic rivalry. 

Donald Trump and 
Kamala Harris offer dis-
tinct approaches to the 
economy that could shape 
how the U.S. will com-
pete in the global econo-
my. Because of  this, one 
question remains: Can 
China’s economy tru-
ly outgrow the U.S., and 
what will occur if  it does?

Since their economic 
reforms of  the 20th cen-
tury, China’s GDP growth 
has outpaced the U.S. Ac-
cording to Global Times. 
China’s actual GDP 
growth in 2023 outpaced 
the U.S. by 2.7 percent 
and 1.1 percent higher 

in 2022. Because of  this, 
even though the United 
States’ GDP is higher than 
China’s, the gap in eco-
nomic size is narrowing.  

Many argue that Chi-
na has already surpassed 
the United States. Ac-
cording to the Center 
for Economic and Policy 
Research, by measuring 
purchasing power pari-
ty, China’s economy sur-
passed the U.S. in 2014 
and is around 25 percent 
larger. According to the 
International Monetary 
Fund project by 2028, 
China’s economy will be 
nearly 40 percent larg-
er. Comparing nominal 
GDP, the U.S. remains 
ahead. For GDP growth, 
China’s investment in 
technology, manufactur-
ing, and infrastructure de-
velopment has been key 
for its economic growth. 

China’s political strate-
gy contrasts the U.S’ po-
litical system. With elec-
tions occurring every two 
years, and most Congres-
sional positions being un-
der 6 years, there is a need 
to form short-term solu-
tions because our politi-

cians are more worried 
about getting reelected 
than providing long-term 
solutions. China does 
not have this problem as 
they have one-party sys-
tem and hold elections 
every five years, mean-
ing they are able to come 
up with long-term eco-
nomic solutions, focus-
ing on the next 20 years 
rather than the next two. 

An example of  this is 
the Made in China 2025 
initiative. Institute of  Se-
curity and Development 
Policy writes that it aims 
to transform China from 
a previously dependent, 
low-cost, manufactur-
ing-based economy into a 
global leader in high-tech 
industries by 2025. This 
plan focuses on 10 sec-
tors including robotics, 
aerospace, clean energy 
vehicles, and biomedi-
cine. The goal is to reduce 
dependency on foreign 
technologies and enhance 
China’s ability to produce 
these goods domestically.

The 2024 election 
could serve as a critical 
point in the direction of  
the U.S. approach to Chi-

na’s economic rise. For-
mer President Donald 
Trump and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris offer 
two fundamentally differ-
ent approaches to count-
er China, each carrying 
significant implications 
for the global economy. 

During his presidency, 
Trump took a hard stance 
against China. Trump’s 
return to office would 
likely focus on tariffs and 
the reduction of  Ameri-
can reliance on Chinese 
goods. In his first term, 
he imposed tariffs on 
hundreds of  billions of  
dollars in Chinese im-
ports to reduce the trade 
deficit, bringing man-
ufacturing back to the 
U.S., and counter what 
he viewed as unfair trade 
practices. This aggressive 
approach hurt American 
businesses who were re-
liant on Chinese goods, 
leading to higher costs 
for American consumers. 
A second Trump admin-
istration would likely lead 
to a double down on this 
strategy, potentially de-
stabilizing the technology 
industry. Relying less on 

China, although hurting 
us in the short run, will 
create a more self-reliant 
U.S. economy. Time will 
tell if  these policies slow 
down China’s economic 
growth or force them to 
accelerate their policies 
and initiatives to push to-
wards technological and 
economic self-sufficiency. 

On the other hand, 
Harris is likely to take 
a more measured ap-
proach. While she would 
continue to hold China 
responsible on issues like 
trade imbalances and in-
tellectual property theft, 
her focus would involve 
strengthening alliances 
with other nations rather 
than isolationist policies 
like Trump. Rather than 
unilateral tariffs and trade 
wars, Harris’ administra-
tion would most likely 
work through institu-
tions like the World Trade 
Organization and build 
coalitions with the EU 
and Pacific allies. Harris 
would also invest heavi-
ly in U.S. industries that 
are critical to competing 
with China, like technol-
ogy, infrastructure, and 

clean energy. This strat-
egy could avoid immedi-
ate economic fallout of  
a trade war, while setting 
the U.S. up for long-term 
economic resilience. 

Ultimately, wheth-
er China’s economy can 
outgrow the U.S. is not 
just a matter of  compar-
ing GDP numbers; it is a 
question of  the effective-
ness of  political systems, 
global alliances, and long-
term strategies. While 
China’s leaders plan de-
cades into the future, the 
U.S. remains dynamic and 
innovation-driven, focus-
ing on short-term prob-
lems which inadvertently 
brings uncertainty to the 
long-term economy. It is 
not just about who wins 
in the next U.S. election, 
but which party continues 
to hold the White House 
and push their agenda.

 
Contact Neve at neve.

walker@student.shu.edu

A Palestinian man collects mattresses from his destroyed home in 
Gaza. 
Courtesy of  United Nations Photo (flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0
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 On September 17, 
sophisticated attacks tar-
geting the terrorist or-
ganization Hezbollah 
utilizing exploding pag-
ers occurred, followed 
by a similar attack with 
walkie-talkies on the 18. 
Although Israel has not 
claimed responsibility for 
these attacks, a U.S. official 
who was not authorized 
to speak publicly says Is-
rael notified Washington 
that they carried out the 
attacks, reports NPR. The 
explosions mostly oc-
curred within Lebanon, 
aimed to cause physical 
and psychological damage.

According to Amnesty 
International, as of  Sep-
tember 20, the attacks 
have injured more than 
2,931 people and killed 
at least 37, including 4 
civilians. Many question 
whether these attacks vi-
olated international law, 
but Israel’s attack was a 
completely justified op-
eration that is part of  
the ongoing conflict be-
tween Israel and those 

bent on its destruction.
Many support the act 

of  subterfuge supposed-
ly carried out by Israel. 
John Spencer, chair of  
Urban Warfare Studies at 
the Modern War Institute 
at West Point told News-
week that “The operation 
passes all fundamental 
laws of  war.”In addition, 
Eugene Kontorovich, an 
international law expert, 
stated, “Those protest-
ing the attack on Hez-
bollah cell phones would 
have been crying over 
bombs placed on Nazi 
Germany’s train tracks,” 
per The Daily Wire.

Others disagree. The 
main qualms that critics 
have with the pager attack 
relate to Article 7 of  the 
Amended Protocol II of  
the Convention on Cer-
tain Conventional Weap-
ons. On the surface, this 
provision prohibits the 
use of  deceptive traps that 
are in the form of  objects 
likely to be used by citi-
zens. Some argue these 
attacks were indiscrimi-
nate, as there was no way 
of  knowing where these 
bombs would detonate or 

who they would be dis-
tributed to. Critics point to 
cases of  bombs going off  
in homes, cars, grocery 
stores, and cafes reports 
the Associated Press. 

The critics do not 
paint the whole picture. 
Paragraph 2 of  Article 7 
prohibits the use of  ob-
jects specifically designed 
and constructed as traps 
that appear normal and 
harmless. These pagers 
were not constructed, but 
modified for this purpose, 
then bought by terrorists, 
to be used by terrorists, 
states The Daily Wire. 
Paragraph 3 goes on to 
say that the object must 
be in close vicinity of  a 
military target. Consider-
ing pagers are meant to 
be kept on your person, 
I would say the attack 
fulfills this condition.

The next issue is 
whether the attack ful-
fills the principles of  ne-
cessity, distinction, and 
proportionality. Necessity 
permits actions necessary 
to fulfill military purposes. 
Hezbollah, recognized as 
a terrorist organization by 
several countries includ-

ing the U.S., are deeply an-
ti-Israel and called for the 
Israeli state’s destruction 
in their 1985 manifesto, 
states the Council on For-
eign Relations. They have 
also supported Hamas’ 
war with Israel since its be-
ginning, claiming to be in 
direct contact with Hamas 
leadership on October 7, 
2023, and barraging Isra-
el with rockets ever since 
then, reports Reuters. It 
is safe to say that Hezbol-
lah represents a clear and 
present danger to Israel, 
worthy of  military action.

Distinction requires 
parties to distinguish be-
tween military and civil-
ian objectives. Accord-
ing to Article 52 of  the 
Additional Protocols to 
Geneva Convention I, 
military targets are “lim-
ited to those objects 
which by their nature, 
location, purpose or use 
make an effective contri-
bution to military action 
and whose total or partial 
destruction, capture or 
neutralization, in the cir-
cumstances ruling at the 
time, offers a definite mil-
itary advantage.” Under 

this article, there should 
be no disagreement that 
pagers issued by a terror-
ist organization to terror-
ists for the purpose of  
communication between 
terrorists constitutes a 
definite military target.

Proportionality re-
quires the loss of  civilian 
life to be acceptable in re-
lation to the military goals 
achieved. Not only did the 
pager attacks take around 
1,500 Hezbollah fighters 
out of  action as reported 
by The Times of  Isra-
el, but it also had major 
effects on their commu-
nications capabilities. In 
February, Secretary Gen-
eral of  Hezbollah, Has-
san Nasrallah, ordered all 
supporters to get rid of  
their phones, fearing  Is-
rael would use them for 
tracking and targeted as-
sassinations, reports Reu-
ters. The reason Hezbol-
lah switched to pagers is 
because they thought the 
low-tech devices would 
prevent Israel from track-
ing communications. Not 
only did the attacks take 
out Hezbollah’s last form 
of  communication, but 

Israel’s Pager Attack: A Justified Example of 
Masterful Subterfuge

Andrea Gonzalez
Sports, Business, & Culture 

Editor

On October 1, Gover-
nor Tim Walz of  Minne-
sota and Senator JD Vance 
of  Ohio faced each other 
during the Vice-Presiden-
tial Debate, which brought 
a rare moment of  depth 
to current political dis-
course. The candidates 
did not trade insults and 
deliberately engaged in 
policy-centered arguments, 
highlighting each ticket’s 
utterly opposite vision for 
the country, reports BBC. 

The path has not been 
easy, as recent months 
have reshaped the elec-
tion cycle, with President 
Biden dropping out and 
Donald Trump facing two 
assassination attempts.

Vance became known 
for lashing out against 
women who do not have 
children after a 2021 Fox 
interview with Tucker 
Carlson resurfaced. Ac-
cording to NPR, his con-
frontational style echoes 
former President Trump’s 
claims against ‘tradition-
al sources of  knowledge,’ 
which left many expect-

ing a heated performance. 
Despite exposing his 
rough edges, Governor 
Tim Walz showed a steady 
hand aimed at undecid-
ed voters and those who 
share his background 
from rural America. 

It began with a discus-
sion of  regional conflict in 
the Middle East, where the 
Israeli military continues 
to unleash war in Leba-
non and Gaza. Accord-
ing to CBS News, Walz’s 
response addressed the 
need to end the humani-
tarian crisis and return the 
hostages while alluding to 
Kamala Harris’ “steady 
leadership” while a chaot-
ic “Donald Trump talk[s] 
about crowd sizes.” Vance 
responded with a stun-
ning introduction of  his 
background. He ensured 
that Trump delivered sta-
bility through “effective 
deterrence,” emphasizing 
that peace would come 
through strength and that 
if  enemies “got out of  
line,” the United States 
would bring back stability. 

Walz accused the Re-
publican ticket of  de-
humanizing immigrant 
communities in Spring-

field, Ohio. Then things 
got tricky for Vance, as 
he protested when mod-
erators clarified that the 
Haitian community in 
Springfield has legal sta-
tus, and that Temporary 
Protected Status is a law-
ful path to immigration. 

When asked about 
abortion, Walz embraced 
the stories of  women fac-
ing the consequences of  
abortion bans in states 
across the country post-
Roe v. Wade. The New 
York Times reports that 
Walz shared the story of  
Amanda Zurawski, who 
experienced complications 
during the eighteenth week 
of  her pregnancy, nearly 
dying after she was sent 
home by doctors in Tex-
as. Senator Vance recog-
nized the failures of  the 
Republican party on re-
productive rights and ex-
pressed that “we’ve [The 
Republican Party] got to 
do a better job of  winning 
back people’s trust” and 
then shared concepts of  
a plan to make the coun-
try more supportive of  
women starting families.

Senator Vance honed his 
skepticism and questioned 

experts from the economy 
to healthcare. Meanwhile, 
Governor Walz maintained 
his commitment to unity 
across the country and the 
need for leaders who rely 
on fact-based governance. 
One showed judgment 
against established sys-
tems versus an optimistic, 
pragmatic vision, unveil-
ing a central theme of  the 
election, a deep ideological 
divide among Americans. 

Vance’s dismissal of  the 
idea that economists and 
experts should be trusted 
was a moment that de-
fined the conversation. 
Instead, voters should fa-
vor the conventional wis-
dom solutions that will 
not solve America’s prob-
lems. Walz argues that “if  
you’re going to be pres-
ident, you don’t have all 
the answers,” reports Real 
Clear Politics. Subject-mat-
ter experts and leaders in 
their fields are not infalli-
ble. Their assessments of  
the economy, social issues, 
and healthcare are not the 
end-all. Still, the exchange 
highlights the counter-elite 
argument that helped raise 
Senator Vance through 
the conservative rank and 

would strengthen a sec-
ond Trump administration. 

For some viewers, the 
statement unearthed an op-
portunity for Walz to attack 
Vance on the legitimacy of  
the 2020 election and ex-
pose his inconsistencies on 
the issue. Governor Walz 
asked the Senator directly 
if  Donald Trump had lost 
the 2020 election- a defin-
ing question of  Republican 
loyalty in the last three years. 
However, Vance’s attempt 
to dodge the question only 
highlighted the thin path 
he walks under Trump’s 
Republican Party. Walz had 
a few shaky moments, but 
calling Vance’s response 
a “damning nonanswer” 
was not one of  them, says 
The New York Times. 

The Associated Press 
reports that Vance demon-
strated an outright un-
willingness to confront 
Donald Trump’s actions 
to have the election over-
turned and false claims 
of  election fraud. At 
that moment, Gover-
nor Walz addressed the 
more profound question 
of  fact-based governance 
versus Senator Vance’s hes-
itancy to distance himself  

The Vice-Presidential Debate Voters Were Not 
Expecting

from election denialism. 
Although there was no 

clear winner or loser, the 
candidates fulfilled their 
goal of  supporting their 
running mate and pro-
viding an introduction of  
their persona and purpose. 
Vance, a polished debater, 
appealed to those tired of  
listening to experts, insist-
ing that Donald Trump is 
the candidate with “com-
mon sense” solutions. He 
appeared agreeable and 
respectful of  Walz’s ideas. 
Still, Vance sparked con-
cerns over his willingness 
to camouflage his beliefs 
to maintain Trump’s fa-
vor. Walz reminded wom-
en that the Democratic 
ticket would respect their 
choices while expanding 
Medicare, tax credits, and 
programs to support fam-
ilies, but at times misspoke 
and appeared anxious.

Contact Alaa’a at alaa.ash-
kar@student.shu.edu

the psychological effect 
cannot be underestimat-
ed. The fact that Israel 
still managed an attack 
of  this level utilizing the 
very devices Hezbollah 
thought would help keep 
them safer is certain to 
damage morale. Consid-
ering most casualties were 
people associated with 
Hezbollah, and the mili-
tary advantages achieved 
with this operation, this 
attack meets the stan-
dard of  proportionality.

Although many crit-
icize the attack carried 
out on Hezbollah, like-
ly by Israel, it fulfills the 
principles of  the Law 
of  War, and contrary to 
the opinions of  many, 
does not violate Arti-
cle 7 of  the Amended 
Protocol II of  the Con-
vention on Certain Con-
ventional Weapons. The 
attacks were a masterful 
example of  subterfuge 
and completely justified.

Contact Liam at 
liam.knotek@student.shu.edu
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On September 20 and 
21, Seton Hall Universi-
ty was represented at the 
United Nations Sum-
mit of  the Future Ac-
tion Days (UNSFAD), 
through their status on 
the Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC). The 
UNSFAD, which brought 
together representatives 
from civil society, the pri-
vate sector, academia, and 
Member States, brought 
forth opportunities for 
the engagement and in-
clusion of  young people. 
The different conver-
sations were aimed to 
make youth engagement 
and youth voices stron-
ger in the international 
community. Seton Hall’s 
representation consisted 
of  two seniors, one ju-
nior, three sophomores, 
and one freshman, in the 
School of  Diplomacy and 
International Relations, 
who were extremely grate-
ful for their experience 
over the two-day period.

Both Action Days 

began with an opening 
ceremony, where various 
speakers stressed the im-
portance of  youth lead-
ership and engagement 
that needs to be seen in 
the future with the hope 
of  making sure that no 
one is left behind in the 
ever-changing world. Em-
phasis was also placed 
on promoting peace and 
security, working with 
emerging technologies 
to understand our digi-
tal future, and enhancing 
youth recruitment for in-
ternational opportunities. 
The Secretary-General of  
the United Nations (UN), 
Antonio Guterres, ad-
dressed those at the open-
ing ceremony and spoke 
on the importance of  
generational responsibil-
ity when it comes to the 
ever-changing interna-
tional environment. His 
Excellency highlighted the 
need for intergenerational 
collaboration to become 
the standard, so that the 
current generations and 
future generations have 
a better, and hopefully 
more peaceful, future.

One of  the special 
sessions during Friday’s 
Action Day was on the 
Governance for Human 
Rights, Peace and Securi-
ty, and Political Processes, 
which was composed of  
several panel discussions. 
This session highlighted 
the idea that young people 
are the center of  sustain-
able change and need to 
act. However, there was 
also an underlining rec-
ommendation that state 
governments, the UN, and 
other international organi-
zations should meet youth 
where they stand now. 
Additionally, it highlight-
ed larger institutions that 
must encourage and allow 
for young leaders to rise 
and be recognized for their 
ideas and movements. It 
is a grassroots theory of  
encouraging the youth 
in every layer of  influ-
ence and stage of  change.

On Saturday, a session 
on “A Peaceful Future for 
All” was attended by the 
Seton Hall students. A key 
element of  the session 
was learning how to listen 
while leading. This is fur-

thered by the idea that if  
society wants peace, they 
must be open to listening 
to various voices span-
ning across race, gender, 
and age. During panel on 
gender equality, Khalida 
Popal, an Afghan football 
player, highlighted the im-
portance of  women em-
powerment, especially in 
international spaces. She 
pushed for a change in the 
narrative and to stop filter-
ing the voices of  women. 
Popal showed her attempts 
at inclusion through driv-
ing young girls to get in-
volved in sports like foot-
ball. By bringing inclusivity 
to other aspects of  life, 
Popal stressed, we can 
push back against gender 
persecution and inequality. 

At the same session, a 
discussion on the protec-
tion of  civilians was an 
emotionally tender mo-
ment, as Giles Duley, a 
photographer and found-
er of  The Legacy of  War 
Foundation, showed the 
audience various imag-
es from war-torn cities 
around the world. His 
work doesn’t surround the 

tarnish and destruction 
of  cities or buildings, but 
the pain and loss that real 
families face because of  
war. Duley pressed the 
audience to understand 
the true impact of  war, 
not on an international 
level, but a personal one-
at a  level of  vulnerabili-
ty. Duley concluded his 
speech asking for more to 
be done to help families in 
crisis and those  who don’t 
have any other way out.

In addition to the two 
sessions previously men-
tioned, there were numer-
ous other sessions and 
side events offered at the 
UNSFAD. Those sessions 
focused on different sides 
to international affairs, 
including sustainability, 
global governance, gen-
der equality, and digital 
influence. Joseph Bren-
nan, a junior at Seton 
Hall’s School of  Diplo-
macy and International 
Relations, claimed his 
favorite part of  the sum-
mit was a side event on 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
and international gover-
nance. He explained, “it 

gave me a lens into the 
minds of  international 
policymakers and how 
the constant development 
of  AI makes it extremely 
difficult to create up-to-
date and accurate regu-
lations and standards.”

The UNSFAD focused 
on the partnership and 
action of  various stake-
holders in the interna-
tional community, hoping 
to prepare the youth to 
take action in the next 
chapter to promote in-
tergenerational inclusivity 
and understanding. The 
summit that focused on 
technological develop-
ment, international peace 
and security, and global 
governance, was a high-
ly anticipated event by 
both Seton Hall students, 
and others in attendance. 
The students would like 
to thank Seton Hall’s 
School of  Diplomacy 
and International Rela-
tions for the opportuni-
ty to attend the summit.
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Inspiration to IMPACT Conference 2024
Keira Bala
Staff Writer

On Friday, September 
29, the Inspiration to IM-
PACT Conference took 
place at Seton Hall Uni-
versity’s University Center 
to provide a professional 
development opportunity 
for student leaders. Host-
ed by the Office of  Stu-
dent Engagement, these 
sessions were a place to 
hear from Seton Hall staff  
and fellow peers to help 
all in the audience grow 
in skills and competencies. 

IMPACT is a unique 
conference where students 
participate in a day-long 
conference experience 
that showcases several di-
verse speakers that share 
their stories on leadership 
to inspire attendees to act. 
The session topics ranged 
from Diversity, Equi-
ty & Inclusion to Public 
Speaking. Students were 
divided into fifty-minute 
Education Sessions to 
engage into curated Ted-
Talk style conversations 
with community leaders. 
This year’s conference 
was meant to inspire ac-
tion among students and 
encourage them to think 

critically about how they 
will seek to be servant 
leaders and global citizens. 

I had the privilege of  
speaking with Kather-
ine Fainer, the Director 
of  Undergraduate Ad-
missions for Seton Hall 
University, about public 
speaking exercises for 
individuals to utilize aca-
demically and profession-
ally. She explained that 
connecting with one’s 
audience is crucial to en-
suring that people are lis-
tening and attentive, and 
Fainer had all my attention 

as I was the only attendee 
in her session. She also em-
phasized that if  there is a 
microphone available to 
speak into, always use it to 
avoid yelling at your audi-
ence. Lastly, she highlight-
ed that when answering 
questions, we should not 
use a qualifying statement 
such as, “That’s a great 
question,” as to not dis-
courage other participants 
from asking their question 
if  they feel it is not as im-
portant. Instead, we should 
use, “Thank you for your 
question,” hopefully en-

couraging all questions. 
The keynote speaker, 

Jamie Pukl-Werbel pre-
sented an entertaining and 
informative speech about 
utilizing one’s undergrad-
uate years. Pukl-Werbel 
received her juris doctor-
ate from Seton Hall Uni-
versity’s School of  Law 
and is now the Assistant 
Provost for Faculty Af-
fairs and Assistant Dean 
of  Experiential Education 
at Seton Hall University’s 
Newark campus. Her pres-
ence was powerful and 
grabbed the room’s atten-
tion almost immediately.

Pukl-Werbel asked the 
room what we knew about 
college and how we can 
make the most of  our 
four undergraduate years. 
To add to our knowl-
edge, she shared that she 
had asked her closest 
colleagues and friends 
both from school and 
her professional life what 
their top eight takeaways 
from undergrad were. 

Here are my top three: 
students should treat col-
lege like a job, one that 
requires 100 percent of  
students’ focus. This 
piece of  advice inspired 
me, because after under-

graduate is finished, stu-
dents face either the real 
world or graduate school, 
but there will never be 
another moment of  op-
portunity like the ones 
students have during 
undergraduate studies. 

Pukl-Werbel’s second 
point that stood out to me 
was that students should 
develop a growth mindset. 
She asked the room to an-
swer the question, “When 
do you feel more success-
ful, when you execute 
something flawlessly over 
time or when you start 
a new skill?” I answered 
that I feel most success-
ful when I try something 
new, and I work at that 
thing until I am flawless 
at it. She pointed out to 
the crowd that those who 
chose the same as me 
have a growth mindset 
and that we are open to 
working on something un-
til it is perfectly executed.

Lastly, she reminded 
students that profession-
al reputations start now. 
It is crucial that student 
leaders know that what 
they do now can affect 
their futures as profes-
sionals, whether in a pos-
itive or a negative light. 

Professional engagements 
give students the experi-
ence and knowledge to 
take with them when ap-
plying for internships or 
even post-graduate jobs. 
Being self-aware of  stu-
dents’ presence on campus 
as leaders is a step in a posi-
tive direction for the attend-
ees, Pukl-Werbel shared.

It is a unique opportu-
nity for students to attend 
the IMPACT conference 
that our faculty and fellow 
student leaders host, as it 
was an impactful and infor-
mative conference for all 
students to participate in. 

 
Contact Keira at 

keira.bala@student.shu.edu

Being self-aware of  students’ presence on campus as leaders is 
a step in a positive direction for the attendees, Pukl-Werbel shared.
Courtesy of  Joe829er(Wikimedia Commons)
CreativeCommons 4.0
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Former President Don-
ald Trump is a huge advo-
cate of  tariffs. He has been 
quoted as calling them, “…
the greatest thing ever in-
vented” according to PBS 
News. Whether the policy 
issue be domestic, foreign, 
social, political, or econom-
ic, Trump tends to intro-
duce tariffs as a mechanism 
for positive change. Domes-
tically this has not been re-
ceived very well, as Trump’s 
opponents argue it will raise 
prices on the average Amer-
ican, and risk straining re-
lations between the United 
States and key trading part-
ners. There is significant 
merit to this argument, giv-
en Trump’s trade war with 
China during his first pres-
idency, due to increasing 
tariffs, and economists proj-
ect middle-class Americans 
may see their budgets in-
crease at least $1700 annu-
ally, and even up to $2500, 
according to Forbes. While 
these domestic econom-
ic concerns are assuredly 
worth noting and remain 
significant in the context of  
the U.S. November presi-
dential elections, more dis-

cussion is required as to 
the foreign policy impli-
cations of  Trump’s tariff  
policy, and his pattern of  
decision-making related to 
tariffs. The former presi-
dent views foreign policy, 
and foreign relations, as 
a transactional exchange, 
wherein the U.S. must be 
benefitting explicitly, or 
otherwise disengage from 
the relations altogether. 
This is expressed in his 
views regarding NATO, 
South Korea, trade with 
China, and the war in 
Ukraine. However, this 
zero-sum foreign poli-
cy strategy is inherently 
ineffective, problematic 
and dangerous. Trump, 
with his lack of  foreign 
policy expertise, main-
tains a worldview that is 
skeptical and fixated on 
zero-sum solutions and 
therefore is poised to de-
stabilize the U.S. role as a 
power player and problem 
solver on the world stage. 

In the context of  the 
U.S. foreign policy as a 
power broker, Donald 
Trump would enter the 
White House in January 
of  2025 in an incredi-
bly unique situation. The 
United States, given its 

conduct in the Middle 
East and failure to broker 
peace, is losing credibility 
on the world stage, ac-
cording to the Washington 
Post. The values of  liberal 
democracy, self-determi-
nation, and civil liberties 
appear to be less and less 
aligned with U.S. policy 
as the situation in Gaza 
continues to deteriorate, 
with countless civilians 
dying and Palestinian 
statehood further from 
realization than ever. As 
a result, the U.S. vision 
of  a liberal democrat-
ic world order maintains 
less potency ideological-
ly to those watching the 
conflict in Gaza. Further-

more, the U.S. finds itself  
at a crossroads politically, 
over whether or not to sus-
tain Ukraine’s efforts in its 
defense against Russian ag-
gression as the war drags 
into a fourth year. Perhaps 
most significantly, the U.S. 
must balance against Chi-
na, whose military power, 
technological advances, and 
economic potential make it 
the rising revisionist power 
on the world stage, with a 
broad appeal to the Global 
South as the forefront part-
ner regarding development 
and security. From an even 
larger perspective, Donald 
Trump would find him-
self  the leader of  the most 
powerful democracy in the 

world, as authoritarianism 
continues to gain traction 
within the political spheres 
of  the world traditionally 
associated with democra-
cy, as outlined in reports 
by the Global State of  De-
mocracy Initiative. Given 
these set of  circumstanc-
es, not only is Trump’s 
foreign policy critically 
important in guiding the 
U.S. through these chal-
lenges, but will also likely 
be the framework for the 
next era of  global politics. 
Trump’s focus on trans-
actional foreign policy, 
through the use of  tariffs 
and military exchanges, 
places immense signifi-
cance upon his choices 
as President. If  Trump 
is to engage in retaliato-
ry trade tactics, as he did 
with China, it exposes the 
U.S. to an expanding trade 
deficit, just as it did in his 
first term, according to 
the Associated Press Fur-
thermore, the trade war in 
Trump’s first presidency 
failed to protect the eco-
nomic sectors that Trump 
had hoped to reconsoli-
date, as he lost a net val-
ue of  more than 180,000 
manufacturing jobs by 
the end of  his presidency, 

according to FactCheck. 
The U.S. runs the risk of  
continuing that trend and 
gambling away the current 
window of  economic ad-
vantage it has over China. 

The use of  tariffs 
could thoroughly impact 
the network of  alliances, 
and meaningful diplomat-
ic relationships the U.S. 
has around the world. If  
Trump does in fact in-
stitute a tariff  across the 
board of  20%, that carries 
significant economic and 
political damage. There is 
harm in Trump’s messag-
ing, as well as the tangible 
financial harm from im-
port taxes. The U.S. would 
have to explain to im-
portant diplomatic part-
ners, such as its European 
partners, ASEAN, and Ja-
pan, why it was instituting 
tariffs on goods coming 
from those countries. If  
the former president does 
indeed follow through 
on these policies, there 
could be irreparable dam-
age to critically important 
diplomatic relationships, 
in 2025 and beyond.  

Contact Cameron at 
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Across
2. Chief  prosecutor of  the International Criminal Court
5. Political party of  Mexican Senator Miguel Ángel Yunes
6. Texas woman who nearly died from complication associated 
with pregnancy, at the forefront of  vice presidential debate
9. Armed groups in this nation have been exchanging missiles with 
Israel amidst regional tensions
10. The U.S. must balance against this power to maintain its pre-
eminence on the world stage.
12. This principle of  international law requires loss of  civilian life 
to be acceptable in relation to military goals achieved
18. Parent company of  K-pop group NewJeans
21. Gen-Z often suffers from a lack of  these skills, a possible out-
come of  the Covid-19 pandemic

Down
1. This company was used to manage voting systems in 
Puerto Rico’s election
3. U.S. Secretary of  Defense
4. One of  three nations which make up the CLV-DTA
7. Iran’s Ambassador to the United Nations
8. Nation with the second largest economy in Africa
11. Founder of  The Legacy of  War Foundation
13. One of  5 European countries to phase out coal pow-
er production
14. President of  Kenya
15. This small institution is a focus of  the G20 to achieve 
greater lending for developing nations
16. Director of  Undergraduate Admissions at Seton Hall 
University
17. Declaration on ___ Generations created at the Sum-
mit of  the Future
19. Trump administration would focus on this tactic to 
combat Chinese economic growth
20. Political party of  Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba

*All crossword asnwers related to this edition*
Created by Charlotte Sens 
using https://www.crosswordlabs.com


