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On Monday, March 4, 
2024, France made his-
tory by becoming the 
first nation to guarantee 
abortion as a constitu-
tional right. Lawmakers in 
France passed this revolu-
tionary amendment with 
a 780-72 vote. According 
to the BBC, The Palace 
of  Versailles erupted in a 
standing ovation follow-
ing the announcement 
of  the results. President 
Emmanuel Macron de-
scribed the move as 
‘French pride’ that had 
sent a ‘universal message.’

 Abortion is widely 
supported across the po-
litical spectrum in France, 
and The Associated Press 
noted that abortion has 
been legal in France since 
1975. This special vote 
was hosted at the Palace 
of  Versailles, and CNN 
reported that prior to the 
vote “The French Senate 

and National Assembly 
each overwhelmingly ap-
proved the amendment 
earlier this year.” Law-
makers were eager to 
pass legislation to protect 
reproductive rights in 
France, as CNN also not-
ed that the vote was an 
opportunity for “France 
to send a clear signal of  
support on reproductive 
rights, with abortion un-
der threat in the United 
States, as well as in parts 
of  Europe, like Hunga-
ry, where far-right parties 
have come to power.” 

This was the first 
amendment of  the French 
constitution since 2008. 
The Associated Press re-
ported that the measure 
explicitly explains that 
“the law determines the 
conditions by which is 
exercised the freedom 
of  women to have re-
course to an abortion, 
which is guaranteed.” 

Following the vote that 
night, the Eiffel Tower 

was illuminated with the 
message: “My body, My 
choice.” Al Jazeera says 
that “...Macron last year 
pledged to protect repro-
ductive rights better after 
the United States Supreme 
Court in 2022 overturned 
the half-century-old right 
to the procedure, leaving 
it up to individual states 
to decide.” It is said the 
French were influenced 
by the former Yugoslavia 
who had “a person is free 
to decide on having chil-
dren” explicitly protected 
in its constitution, furthers 
the Associated Press. Also 
reported by the Associat-
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Moscow Concert Hall Attack Claims More 
Than 130 Lives; ISIS Claims Responsibility

Andrew Travis
Staff Writer

 On Friday, March 
22, multiple assailants 
opened fire in a concert 
hall at Crocus City Hall, 
just outside Moscow, 
killing more than 137 
people and injuring hun-
dreds more as of  Satur-
day morning, according 
to The Associated Press. 
The attack left the concert 
hall in flames, which can 
be seen in video posted 
by The Associated Press 
following the incident. 

ISIS took responsi-
bility for the attack via 
its Amaq channel on 
Telegram, according to 
Newsweek. The deadli-
est attack on Russian soil 
since 2004 comes two 
weeks after Putin won 
his sixth term as Russian 
president unopposed. 

The shooting started 
minutes before a sold-
out performance by the 

Russian rock band Piknik 
was scheduled to start, ac-
cording to The New York 
Times. The venue, on the 
outskirts of  Moscow, can 
hold up to 6,900 people. 

Russia’s Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Ma-
ria Zakharova called the 
incident a “monstrous 
crime,” and called on the 
international community 
to condemn the incident, 
according to Al Jazeera. 

United Nations Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres late Friday con-
demned “in the strongest 
possible terms today’s 
terrorist attack” in a state-
ment released by his dep-
uty spokesperson, Farhan 
Haq, according to CNN. 
The UN’s Security Coun-
cil also called the attack 
“heinous and cowardly.”

Both Russia and 
Ukraine have released 
statements on the attack, 
with neither side fully ac-
cepting the claim of  ISIS 

responsibility. In a post 
on X, formerly known 
as Twitter, the defense 
intelligence of  Ukraine 
blamed the attack on the 
Russian special services 
on orders from Putin 
himself. Dmitry Med-
vedev, deputy chairman 
of  the Security Coun-
cil of  Russia, suggested 
that Ukraine might be 
behind the attack, ac-
cording to Newsweek. 

This is not the first time 
Putin has been accused 

of  “false-flag” opera-
tions against his people. 
In 1999, deadly bombings 
in multiple apartment 
buildings enabled Putin 
to reign in enough power 
to propel him to the pres-
idency, says Radio Free 
Europe. The bombings, 
resulting in over 300 fa-
talities, were attributed 
to militants from Arab 
countries and Chechnyan 
dissenters against Rus-
sian authority. These in-
cidents facilitated Putin’s 

ascent to leadership and 
initiated an extensive 
conflict in Chechnya.

The U.S. had secret-
ly warned Russia in early 
March about intelligence 
that there was a plot to 
attack large crowds in 
Russia, according to the 
Wall Street Journal. In ad-
dition to the warnings, on 
March 7, the U.S. Embas-
sy and Consulate released 
a cryptic message notify-
ing Americans in Russia 
to avoid large gatherings. 

The rivaling claims 
by Russia and Ukraine 
officials seem to be arbi-
trary, as U.S. intelligence 
officials confirmed the 
claim by the Islamic State 
group’s branch based in 
Afghanistan that it was 
responsible for the Mos-
cow attack, according to 
The Associated Press.

The Islamic State has 
traditionally been limited 
to the Middle East and 
North Africa region, with 

the Taliban acting as their 
biggest rival in the last five 
years. However, the group 
has now laid claim to the 
attack on Russia. ISIS 
seems to be fixated on 
Russia, with a vengeance 
for Moscow’s interven-
tions in Afghanistan, 
Chechnya, and Syria, ac-
cording to Colin P. Clarke, 
a counterterrorism analyst 
at the Soufan Group, who 
discussed the attack with 
The New York Times.
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ed Press was a recent poll, 
which showed French 
support for abortion 
rights to be at more than 
80 percent. The same 
poll stated that a majori-
ty of  people support en-
shrining abortion protec-
tion in the constitution. 

While the nation is 
a pioneer in protecting 
women’s rights, there are 
plenty of  entities that 
oppose this legislation, 
most notably the Vatican, 
according to the BBC. It 
was explained that The 
Pontifical Academy for 
Life, the Vatican body 
that focuses on issues 

related to bioethics, said 
in a statement that “in 
the era of  universal hu-
man rights, there can be 
no ‘right’ to take human 
life,” according to CNN. 
Furthermore, a meeting 
was to be held the follow-
ing Thursday by French 
bishops who also reiter-
ated “the church’s oppo-
sition to abortion ahead 
of  the vote.” Addition-
ally, it was reported by 
CNN that Prime Minister 
Gabriel Attal said before 
the vote that “lawmak-
ers had a ‘moral debt’ to 
women who were, in the 
past, forced to endure il-
legal abortions and above 
all, we’re sending a mes-
sage to all women: your 
body belongs to you.” 

France’s vote is also 
an opportunity to incite 
new European reforms; 
as Al Jazeera notes that 
Neil Datta of  the Eu-
ropean Parliamentary 
Forum for Sexual and 
Reproductive Rights 

said France could serve 
as an example for pro-
gressives across Europe. 

On Friday, March 8, a 
formal ceremony was held 
on International Women’s 
Day to celebrate this victo-
ry. The Guardian reported 
that in an emotional speech 
delivered by President Ma-
cron, he proclaimed, “If  
France has become the 
only country in the world 
whose constitution explic-
itly protects the right to 
an abortion in all circum-
stances, we will not rest 
until this promise is kept 
throughout the world.”
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“Mon Corps, Mon Choix”: France Makes 
Abortion a Constitutional Right

Women attend an abortion rights protest in Paris.
Courtesy of  Jeanne Menjoulet (flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0

Crocus City Concert Hall following terrorist attack.  
Courtesy of  Пресс-служба Губернатора Московской 
области(Wikimedia Commons)
CreativeCommons 4.0
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On March 13, 2024, 
around 700 authorities 
raided houses and ap-
prehended 18 individuals 
in Peru, reports Reuters. 
This raid marked a signif-
icant step in dismantling 
an illegal weapons op-
eration, but its potential 
reach extends far beyond 
Peruvian borders. Reuters 
continues that investiga-
tors are currently probing 
a possible link between 
the seized weapons and 
the unsolved assassina-
tion of  Ecuadorian pres-
idential candidate Fernan-
do Villavicencio in 2023.

Peru has a long and 
troubled history with gun 
violence. Strict gun con-
trol laws exist, but their 
effectiveness is hampered 
by the easy availability 
of  illegal firearms on the 
black market, explains the 
Library of  Congress. The 
country’s borders, par-
ticularly those adjoining 
Ecuador, are known for 
facilitating the smuggling 

of  weapons, fueling a per-
sistent problem. This re-
cent raid aimed to disrupt 
a major arms trafficking 
ring was believed to be 
a significant contributor 
to this violence, writes 
the Australian Institute 
of  International Affairs.

The authorities confis-
cated a significant arsenal 
during the operation, in-
cluding rifles, pistols, and 
ammunition. The focus 
of  the investigation has 
now shifted to a possi-
ble connection between 
these seized weapons and 
the unsolved murder of  
Villavicencio. It remains 

unclear whether the 
weapons were intended 
for use within Peru or if  
they were part of  a smug-
gling operation destined 
for neighboring Ecuador. 
Determining the origin 
and intended recipients 
of  these weapons could 
be crucial in unraveling 
the conspiracy behind Vil-
lavicencio’s assassination.

The ongoing inves-
tigation is expected to 
involve close collabora-
tion between Peruvian 
and Ecuadorian authori-
ties. As the investigation 
progresses, it holds the 
potential to not only dis-

mantle this trafficking 
ring but also shed light 
on the unsolved murder 
of  a prominent politician. 
The outcome of  this case 
could have significant re-
percussions for both Peru 
and Ecuador. Improved 
border security, a more 
comprehensive approach 
to tackling the illegal arms 
trade, and potentially even 
answers about Villavicen-
cio’s death could all be 
potential consequences. 
This case serves as a stark 
reminder of  the dangers 
posed by unchecked gun 
violence and the impor-
tance of  international co-
operation in combating it.

Ecuadorian politics 
were left reeling after the 
shocking assassination of  
leading presidential can-
didate Villavicencio in 
August 2023. The Guard-
ian says that Villavicencio 
was a vocal critic of  cor-
ruption and organized 
crime. He was gunned 
down just days before 
the election, plunging the 
country into a state of  
uncertainty and fear. The 

motive behind his kill-
ing remains a mystery, 
but the recent Peruvian 
arms bust has injected 
a new element into the 
investigation, raising 
a troubling possibility.

The assassination 
itself  had a significant 
impact on the 2023 
election. Cevallos was 
a strong contender, 
and his death fractured 
the political landscape, 
reports NPR. Voters 
were left scrambling to 
choose from the remain-
ing candidates, some of  
whom were seen as less 
credible alternatives. 
The violence also cast 
a shadow over the en-
tire democratic process, 
raising concerns about 
the safety of  candidates 
and the ability to hold 
free and fair elections.

The ongoing inves-
tigation in Peru offers 
a glimmer of  hope for 
resolving Cevallos’ mur-
der. If  a connection to 
the seized weapons is 
established, it could lead 
to a significant break-

through in the case. Ec-
uadorian authorities will 
likely be eager to collab-
orate with their Peruvian 
counterparts to track the 
origin of  the weapons 
and identify any poten-
tial accomplices within 
Ecuador. However, the 
impact of  this investiga-
tion transcends the Cev-
allos case. It highlights 
the broader issue of  how 
the illegal arms trade fuels 
violence and undermines 
democratic processes in 
the region. If  Ecuador 
and Peru can work to-
gether to dismantle this 
trafficking ring, it could 
serve as a model for fu-
ture regional cooperation 
in combating organized 
crime and ensuring the 
safety of  their citizens.
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Jimmy “Barbecue” 
Chérizier, Haiti’s most 
prominent gang leader 
and former police offi-
cer, has reportedly filled 
the power vacuum left 
behind by Prime Minister 
Ariel Henry’s resignation. 
Henry took power in 
2021 without an election 
following the assassina-
tion of  then-Prime Min-
ister Jovenel Moise, but 
CNN reports that Haiti 
has not held elections 
since. Barbecue’s ascen-
sion to power comes 
after almost a month 
of  a state of  emergency 
following an attack on 
Haiti’s largest prison that 
CNN says allowed nearly 
3,500 inmates to escape.

Chérizier, who heads 
a gang federation made 
up of  former rival gangs, 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack and other at-
tacks around the country, 
CBS reports. He claims 
that he wants a revolu-
tion in Haiti. In an inter-
view with Al Jazeera, he 
declared, “Now our fight 

will enter another phase 
– to overthrow the whole 
system, the system that 
is five percent of  people 
who control 95 percent 
of  the country’s wealth.”

The humanitarian sit-
uation on the Caribbean 
island is dire and is the 
direct result of  gang-fu-
eled chaos, according to 
the South China Morn-
ing Post. In a talk with 
CBS, Catherine Russel, 
UNICEF’s director, de-
scribed the situation as 
“horrific” and a “scene 
out of  Mad Max.” She 
said that getting aid to 
those suffering from 
severe hunger and mal-

nutrition is current-
ly impossible. Gangs 
now control swaths of  
Haiti’s capital, Port-
Au-Prince, and roads 
leading out of  the city. 

Left unchecked with 
Chérizier’s rise to pow-
er, the rampage of  the 
gangs has led to destruc-
tion, including power 
substations that led to 
extreme power outages, 
according to The Asso-
ciated Press. Slums and 
other communities, as 
well as hospitals, are left 
without power as gangs 
loot and pillage at will. 

The increase in gang 
violence also has led 

to the displacement of  
over 15,000 Haitians 
fleeing neighborhoods 
that have been raided 
by gangs, according to 
The Associated Press. 
Critical supplies are low, 
and as the main port in 
Port-au-Prince remains 
closed, the supplies can-
not reach those in need. 

Many U.S. Citizens 
remain in Haiti as gangs 
now control the airport 
in Port-au-Prince. ABC 
News reported that the 
U.S. State Department 
returned more than 30 
Americans on a chartered 
flight on Sunday, March 
17. The State Department 
announced that U.S. Pass-
port holders should reg-
ister on an intake form. 
By Monday, almost 1,000 
Americans had filled out 
the “crisis intake form,” 
according to Fox News. 

Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry’s resignation came 
as he was on a diplomatic 
mission to Kenya seeking 
peace-keeping support to 
regain control of  Haiti. 
Henry’s leadership has 
been locally under ques-
tion, and MSNBC reports 

that in February, Haitians 
took to the streets to de-
mand his resignation. 

Before Henry’s resig-
nation, the UN Security 
Council had green-lit the 
deployment of  foreign 
troops to reinforce the 
Haitian police and as-
sist in confronting the 
Haitian gangs. However, 
The Associated Press re-
ported that Kenya halted 
its plans for assistance 
following the dramat-
ic flare-up of  violence 
and Henry’s resignation. 
It intends to wait until 
the Transnational Coun-
cil has formed to de-
cide on a new president.  

Politicians tapped 
for the council backed 
by Caricom, the Carib-
bean Community, and 
Common Market have 
backed out recently, mak-
ing progress towards a 
new government nearly 
impossible, according to 
France24. Jean Charles 
Moïse, an ex-senator and 
presidential candidate, 
and Guy Phillipe, a for-
mer rebel leader, held a 
news conference Wednes-
day to announce the re-

jection of  the proposed 
council backed by the 
international community. 
Chérizier also announced 
in an interview with Al 
Jazeera that he would re-
ject any decisions made 
by a transnational coun-
cil set up by CARICOM. 

With gang violence 
continuing to increase 
and the fight for control 
of  Haiti intensifies, the 
poorest Haitian people 
are suffering the most. 
Displacement, decreas-
ing access to necessities, 
and fear of  gang attacks 
have become a reali-
ty for the majority of  
Haiti’s population, the 
same people Chérizier 
claim he wants to help.  
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Gang Leader Becomes Haiti’s Most 
Powerful Leader after PM Resigns

18 Peruvian Arms Traffickers Arrested

Former Haitian PM replaced by gang leader Jimmy Chérizier. 
Courtesy of  Prensa Presidencia, Gobierno de Chile (Wikimedia 
Commons)
CreativeCommons 3.0 

Arms bust holds possible link to assassination of  Ecuadorian 
presidential candidate Fernando Villavicencio. 
Courtesy of  Asamblea Nacional del Ecuador (flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0
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Sweden Finally Joins NATO
Aidan Ishaan Raman 

Bogan
Staff Writer

Effective as of  March 
7, 2024 the Kingdom 
of  Sweden has officially 
joined the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, 
NATO, becoming the 
23rd member state to do 
so. The Swedish entry 
into NATO has been a 
gradual process encom-
passing the change in na-
tional diplomatic policy 
regarding military allianc-
es as well as the shifting 
popular domestic senti-
ments which placed their 
country in neutrality, apart 
from the conflicts seen 
in the rest of  Europe. 

National security inter-
ests on the continent con-
tinue to draw themselves 
into attention as Russian 
expansionism and mili-
tant aggression encourag-
es many countries to seek 
the assistance and assur-
ance of  the United States 
and NATO. According 
to Al Jazeera the Swedish 
Prime Minister, Ulf  Kris-
tersson, reportedly said, 
“Unity and solidarity will 
be Sweden’s guiding lights 
as a NATO member,” in 

response to Washington. 
With the expansion of  
NATO in Northern Eu-
rope, as seen in the Re-
public of  Finland on May 
18, 2022 and now as well 
to be seen in Sweden, the 
strength of  the mutual de-
fensive alliance in the 21st 
century has become ever 
more assuredly affirmed.

This recent turn of  
events displays that the 
longstanding paradigm 
of  Swedish neutrality has 
ended. After the conclu-
sion of  the Napoleonic 
Wars, it became the poli-
cy of  the Swedish state to 
abstain from major inter-
national conflicts as seen 
later in the world wars. 
There have indeed been 
beneficial mutual relations 
between NATO and Swe-
den in the past as accord-
ing to NATO, “Coopera-
tion began when Sweden 
joined the Partnership for 
Peace Programme (PfP) 
in 1994 and the Euro-At-
lantic Partnership Council 
(a multilateral forum for 
dialogue that brings to-
gether all Allies and part-
ner countries in the Eu-
ro-Atlantic area) in 1997. 

For many years prior 
to its accession, Sweden 

had been one of  NATO’s 
most active partners and 
a valued contributor to 
the NATO-led Resolute 
Support Mission in Af-
ghanistan, the Kosovo 
Force (KFOR) in Kosovo 
and NATO Mission Iraq 
(NMI). Within these acts 
of  collaboration following 
the collapse of  the Union 
of  Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics and the conclusion 
of  the Cold War, Sweden 
has been growing out of  
its previously held neu-
trality in response to new 
geopolitical pressures. 

Among the largest 
changes in contemporary 
European politics and 
the general security of  
the continent has been 
the Russian invasion of  
Ukraine in February 2022. 
Continuing the previous 
campaign of  territorial 
expansionism which had 
been observed previously 
in the Russian annexation 
of  Crimea in 2014, the 
controversial presiden-
cy of  Vladimir Putin has 
encouraged the countries 
of  Europe in reasonable 
proximity to the Russian 
Federation to seek the as-
surance of  defense. The 
potential Russian capaci-

ty for warfare in Eastern 
Europe is noted by sev-
eral states in the region 
as according to CNBC, 
Finland became an offi-
cial member of  NATO 
in response to Vladimir 
Putin’s decision to invade 
Ukraine. Both nations, 
Sweden and Finland, felt 
that the Russian invasion 
threatened their safety, 
which prompted them to 
apply to join the alliance. 
With the present threat 
of  invasion from Rus-
sia being recognized by 
the Nordic nations who 
have maintained absten-
tion from international 
alliances, the future of  
the region will now be 
determined by their will-
ingness to cooperate with 
the other fellow liberal 
democracies of  Europe.

In previous years, 
when Sweden had been 
in the process of  joining 
NATO, there had been 
considerable opposition 
from several of  the par-
ticipating member states 
such as Hungary and 
Türkiye. According to 
CNBC Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban 
had at once pushed back 
on allowing Sweden into 

the alliance due to their 
criticism against the state 
of  democracy in Hungary 
while Turkish President, 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, 
was against the admit-
tance due to Sweden 
not recognizing orga-
nizations in opposition 
to Turkey’s current gov-
ernment to be a security 
threat such as the Kurd-
istan Workers’ Party and 
People’s Defense Units. 

Internal criticism of  
Sweden entering into 
NATO has arisen both 
from the left and right 
wing of  national poli-
tics as nonalignment was 
popular for various differ-
ing sociopolitical reasons. 
The Green Party (Mil-
jöpartiet de gröna) and the 
Left Party (Vänsterparti-
et) of  Sweden remained 
in opposition to coopera-
tion with NATO, viewing 
this as the country enter-
ing into international mil-
itary conflicts which had 
little to benefit the gen-
eral population and more 
within the interest of  for-
eign corporate interests. 
The Swedish Democrats 
(Sverigedemokraterna) 
represent the opposite 
end of  the political frame-

work due to their far-right 
beliefs, nationalist popu-
lism, and antagonism of  
immigration, yet maintain 
a similar skepticism of  
NATO as they uphold 
that Sweden must remain 
sovereign and apart from 
foreign military assistance. 

As the newly estab-
lished member state of  
Sweden coordinates with 
NATO in defensive strat-
egizing and military train-
ing it can be observed 
that the Russian invasion 
of  Ukraine has worked 
to further connect Euro-
pean nations into a West-
ern power bloc. Having 
a large coastline with the 
Baltic Sea and having 
the particularly nautically 
advantageous island of  
Gotland, Sweden stands 
as an important feature 
of  the new member if  
NATO and its allies seek 
to counter the Russian 
naval presence in the port 
facilities of  Kaliningrad 
and Saint Petersburg.
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Former Honduran President Convicted in the 
US of Working with Drug Traffickers

Sofia Diaz
Staff Writer

Juan Orlando Hernán-
dez, a former 2-term 
president of  Hondu-
ras, has been indicted 
on drug-trafficking and 
firearm charges and was 
extradited to the United 
States for trial. Hernán-
dez has been accused of  
conspiring with infamous 
drug lords such as Joaquín 
Guzmán Loera, the for-
mer leader of  the Sinaloa 
Cartel also known as El 
Chapo, to import copious 
amounts of  cocaine into 
the U.S and of  possess-
ing destructive firearms.

On March 8, jurors 
in a Manhattan federal 
court found Hernández 
guilty on three counts 
of  drug-trafficking and 
firearm charges after a 
two-week trial and two 
days of  deliberation, ac-
cording to The Guardian. 
The sentence for these 
charges is at least 40 years 
in prison. According to 
the U.S. Department of  
Justice, Hernández is to 

be sentenced on June 26. 
Hernández is a well-

known political figure 
in Honduras, serving as 
president from 2014 to 
2022 and previously as 
a member of  Congress. 
The New York Times re-
ports that in 2013, during 
his first presidential cam-
paign, Hernández ap-
pealed to the public be-
cause of  his desire to be 
representative of  a new 
law and order for Hon-
duras. His candidacy as a  
member of  the right-wing 
Honduran National Party 
aimed to combat the crime 
and drug epidemic that 
enveloped the country. A 
2013 article from InSight 
Crime, for example, was 
entitled ‘Honduras Presi-
dent-Elect Pledges “Iron 
Fist” to Combat Chaos.’

Despite the former 
president’s initial cam-
paign that aspired to com-
bat the crime and drug 
epidemic, U.S. prosecu-
tors claim Hernández was 
in alliance with the same 
forces that he was initially 
opposing, says The New 

York Times. Prosecu-
tors stated that evidence 
shows proof  of  Hernán-
dez receiving millions of  
dollars from trafficking 
organizations, from both 
inside and out of  Hon-
duras. The prosecution 
added that Hernández 
also allowed substantial 
amounts of  cocaine to be 
transported through Hon-
duras and make its way 
to U.S. territory, claiming 
he boasted to ‘stuff  the 
drugs right up the noses 
of  the gringos,’ reports 
The New York Times. 

The trial illuminated 
dark truths about Hondu-
ras’s history of  corruption 
and its connections to 
crime and drug-traffick-
ing. The U.S. Department 
of  Justice (DOJ) claims 
that Hernández and his 
conspirators trafficked 
over 400 million tons of  
cocaine that was intended 
to be smuggled onto U.S. 
grounds during his tenure 
in Honduras, according 
to ABC News. Hernán-
dez was also alleged to 
have been in possession 

and conspiring to possess 
“destructive weapons,” 
such as machine guns. 
The DOJ reports that 
more recently, Juan Carlos 
Bonilla Valladares or “El 
Tigre,” the former chief  
of  Honduran National 
Police, pleaded guilty to 
his involvement and as-
sociation with the charges 
for cocaine importation.

Although the mag-
nitude of  the charges 
brought forth against 
Hernández are augmen-
tative considering that 
several convicted traf-
fickers testified to have 
bribed him, he contin-
ued to plead not guilty 
to drug-trafficking con-
spiracy and possession 
of  weapons charges, Reu-
ters says. Hernández was 
noted to have responded 
to the testimonies of  the 
witnesses by stating “they 
all have motivation to lie, 
and they are professional 
liars,” and denied allega-
tions of  meeting with or 
taking bribes from the 
traffickers, including Guz-
mán, according to The 

Associated Press. Some 
of  the spectators in the 
courtroom were noted to 
have laughed at the former 
president’s not guilty plea. 

The team of  lawyers 
defending Hernández 
affirmed that the pros-
ecution was relying on 
testimonies from crimi-
nals who have motive to 
falsify their statements 
to reduce their sentences 
and to avenge their rep-
utations as traffickers by 
reciprocating the “crack-
down on cartels” onto the 
former president, Reuters 
says. Hernández’s defense 
attorney, Sabrina Shroff, 
stated that he intends to 
appeal the conviction. 

Hernández is the first 
former head of  state to 
be found guilty in U.S. 
courts for drug-traffick-
ing since 1992, says The 
Guardian, when General 
Manuel Antonio Noriega, 
former leader of  Panama, 
faced a similar situation. 
Noriega was found guilty 
in a Miami federal court  
on charges of  accepting a 
bribe to allow the Medellín 

cartel to transport drugs 
through Panama with the 
intention of  smuggling 
it to the U.S., according 
to The New York Times. 

After the guilty verdict, 
U.S. Attorney General 
Merrick Garland stated, 
“Juan Orlando Hernán-
dez abused his position as 
President of  Honduras to 
operate the country as a 
narco-state where violent 
drug traffickers were al-
lowed to operate with vir-
tual impunity, and the peo-
ple of  Honduras and the 
United States were forced 
to suffer the consequenc-
es,” according to the DOJ.

The former presi-
dent has been jailed at 
the Brooklyn Metropol-
itan Detention Center 
since the date of  his ex-
tradition and will remain 
there until sentence day 
in June, reports Reuters. 

Contact Sofia at 
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Girl Math: Redefining 
Spending Habits

Beginning of Formula One’s 2024 Season Revs 
Up Controversy

Ashley Skladany
Staff Writer

Living in a digital age 
means that social media 
platforms continue to play 
an integral role in shaping 
societal norms and behav-
iors. Among the myriad of  
trends that have emerged, 
the concept of  “Girl Math” 
has gained traction, par-
ticularly among millenni-
als and Gen Z. Though its 
name may seem unserious 
at first glance, this phe-
nomenon offers insights 
into the complex relation-
ship social media influ-
ences towards people’s ap-
proach to personal finance. 

Girl Math, as discussed 
in a LinkedIn post by Me-
gan Norton, refers to a 
trend where individuals jus-
tify their spending habits 
through methods perceived 
as “relatable,” often em-
ploying mental accounting 
techniques. One concept 
she underscores is the idea 
of  anything “[u]nder $5” 
being “basically free.” This 
mindset encourages splurg-

ing on goods that are seen 
as miniscule purchases, 
emphasizing that the sat-
isfaction gained outweighs 
the momentary cost. Nor-
ton also highlights the 
practice of  calculating the 
cost per use, where expen-
sive purchases are bro-
ken down to justify their 
value and use over time. 

Suze Orman, a re-
nowned financial expert, 
critiques the tendency 
to overspend on non-es-
sential items like coffee, 
framing it as “peeing $1 
million down the drain” 
and highlighting the finan-
cial impact of  seemingly 
trivial expenses, according 
to CNBC. Similarly, Kev-
in O’Leary, star of  ABC’s 
“Shark Tank,” emphasiz-
es the need to prioritize 
financial goals overindul-
gent purchases, refusing 
to spend money on take-
out coffee because of  
its exuberant costs com-
pared to brewing at home. 

The Washington Post 
further dives into these hu-
morous yet insightful an-

ecdotes surrounding Girl 
Math. Examples include 
considering refunds as 
profits or extra spending 
money and viewing cash 
transactions as purchas-
es that do not “count,” 
because they appear to 
not take away from bank 
accounts. All of  these ap-
proaches reflect the men-
tal compartmentalization 
of  finances being used 
to justify indulgences. 

These behaviors are 
not exclusive to gender, as 
noted by Dan Egan, vice 
president of  behavior-
al finance at Betterment, 
emphasizing the broad-
er application of  mental 
accounting across demo-
graphics. Egan believes 
that “what’s at play is 
psychology,” and a lot of  
the mental accounting be-
ing deployed is the result 
of  companies using gim-
micks on consumers, as 
reported by The Washing-
ton Post. Gift cards and 
other promotions make 
shoppersfeel more pre-
pared to justify  purchas-

es or spend impulsively. 
The prevalence of  

social media exacer-
bates these challenges, 
as platforms like TikTok 
perpetuate consumerist 
narratives and unrealistic 
financial expectations. 
Influencers and content 
creators often promote 
“doom spending” be-
haviors, encouraging 
impulsive purchases to 
alleviate anxieties or gain 
social validation. As Rue 
Crowder, a 34-year-old 
digital marketer, told 
NBC News, the allure 
of  instant gratification 
may lead individuals to 
prioritize short-term 
indulgences over long-
term financial planning

Hala Easmael, a 
32-year-old pharmacy 
technician, shares her 
experience with this di-
lemma, navigating career 
changes and financial 
instability while striving 
to maintain a feeling of  
financial security She told 
NBC News, “we want to 
enjoy our lives, but we’re 

always waiting for the shoe 
to drop.” Ramit Sethi, best-
selling author of  “I Will 
Teach You To Be Rich,” 
recognizes the fun in Girl 
Math while maintaining 
a balanced approach. She 
acknowledges the impor-
tance of  occasional indul-
gences alongside respon-
sible financial planning, 
as reported by CNBC. 
Ultimately, individuals 
must be able to discern 
between needs and wants, 
prioritizing financial sta-
bility over fleeting desires. 

The phenomenon of  
Girl Math sheds light on 
the mental accounting 
practices and compart-
mentalization that has 
been used time and time 
again to justify spending 
habits. However, there 
has been a rise in its rec-
ognition as social media 
continues to shape socie-
tal norms and behaviors, 
as well as increased pres-
sure. Thus, it is imperative 
for individuals to cultivate 
financial literacy and pri-
oritize long-term financial 

well-being. However, this 
does not mean that one 
needs to completely cut out 
the joy of  indulging in un-
necessary purchases. Rath-
er, by fostering a culture 
of  mindful spending and 
informed decision-mak-
ing, younger generations 
can navigate the complex-
ities of  modern finances 
with confidence and resil-
ience, as well as with the 
joy of  an occasional coffee.  

Contact Ashley at 
ashley.skladany@student.shu.
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Juliana Mori
Staff Writer

The race to be the 
74th Formula One (F1) 
world driver champion 
has commenced and the 
start of  the new season 
has brought many con-
troversies – principally, 
Red Bull Racing’s team 
principal being accused 
of  inappropriate behav-
ior, changing Fédération 
Internationale de l’Auto-
mobile (FIA) regulations, 
and Lewis Hamilton’s 
first title is at risk of  be-
ing overturned, according 
to the New York Times.  

F1 is one of  the most 
prestigious racing series 
in the vast world of  mo-
torsports. In recent years, 
F1 has attracted a new 
generation of  spectators 
due to the “Netflixiza-
tion” of  the sport – a 
marketing phenomenon 
that occurred with the re-
lease of  the popular Net-
flix series “Drive to Sur-
vive.” The sport’s drama 
and controversy did not 
just begin with the Net-
flixization of  the sport, it 
did amplify it by creating 

a new lens for audiences.
Red Bull, the sport’s 

most dominant team, 
is often the subject of  
controversy. Recently,  
team principal Christian 
Horner has been accused 
of  “inappropriate be-
havior” by an unnamed 
female employee who 
has since been suspend-
ed, says Sports Illustrat-
ed.  Horner has denied 
all reports of  miscon-
duct and encouraged the 
media’s focus to be on 
F1’s racing and not the 
sport’s internal issues. 
After an internal inves-
tigation was conducted 
by a senior independent 
lawyer for the team, the 
claim was dismissed. 

The complainant has 
appealed the dismissal 
and escalated this accu-
sation to the Fédération 
Internationale de l’Auto-
mobile (FIA), the global 
governing body of  mo-
torsports, reports Reu-
ters. The FIA released 
a statement neither 
confirming nor deny-
ing the continuation of  
the investigation, stat-
ing that reports of  this 

nature are “managed by 
the Compliance Officer 
and the Ethics Commit-
tee where appropriate,” 
says .  This controversy 
has split the opinions 
of  many, including the 
reigning World Champi-
on, Max Verstappen, and 
his father Jos Verstap-
pen. Verstappen’s father 
stated after the Bahrain 
Grand Prix that if  Horn-
er continued to be team 
principal, the team would 
be at risk of  being torn 
apart. The World Cham-
pion plays a key role in 
the sponsorships and 
success of  the team, and 
the events occurring off-
track have created uncer-
tainty about whether he 
will renew his contract 
with Red Bull in 2028. 
Many have called for the 
resignation of  Horner 
because of  multiple re-
ports of  misconduct. 

While internal con-
flicts create tensions in 
the sport, additional fac-
tors make this 2024 sea-
son unique, especially the 
new regulations institut-
ed by the FIA. Review, 
increased fines, more 

severe penalties, and mi-
nor adjustments to the 
Sprint format are among 
the most controversial. 
The review time periods 
have been shortened, so 
if  a team would want to 
appeal a decision made 
by the race stewards in 
a previous race, they will 
only have 4 days to do so; 
a significant difference 
from the previous 14-day 
period. There is a poten-
tial for more severe pen-
alties and fines. Penalties 
are served during the 
race, and the stewards are 
authorized to increase the 
time penalties, so drivers 
can be at risk for more 
10-second penalties than 
5-second penalties. The 
previous cap for fines of  
€250,000 has since been 
increased to €1,000,000. 
These are all decisions 
that will continue to influ-
ence F1 on and off  track. 

More changes to the 
regulations instituted 
by the FIA will surely 
change the way the races 
are performed. One driv-
er who is attributed to at-
tracting many viewers to 
the sport, Lewis Hamil-

ton, is at risk of  losing his 
first-ever World Champi-
onship title.  Hamilton is 
a fierce advocate for hu-
man rights and the Black 
Lives Matter movement, 
the inclusion of  women 
and people of  color in 
motorsport, a proponent 
of  LGBTQIA+ rights, 
and a phenomenal driver. 
This advocacy has led him 
to be in controversies be-
cause of  his willingness 
to expose certain aspects 
of  F1 culture. The FIA 
made a rule restricting 
drivers’ ability to speak 
about social and politi-
cal issues, according to 
CNBC. However, his ad-
vocacy made him a pop-
ular figure that spectators 
support. Hamilton made 
the controversial move 
to switch teams from 
Mercedes, where he has 
won 6 championships, to 
Ferrari, a mid-field team. 
However, since Mercedes 
has not able to construct 
a competitive car re-
cently, Hamilton made 
the controversial move. 

Moreover, Felipe Mas-
sa, a former Formula One 
driver, is suing the FIA in 

a London court because 
he lost the 2008 World 
Driver Championship 
due to an event called 
“Crashgate” in the Singa-
pore Grand Prix, accord-
ing to  Racing News 365. 
“Crashgate” occurred 
when a driver on the 
grid deliberately crashed 
his car, causing the safe-
ty car to come out onto 
the track. Massa’s pit stop 
during the safety car was 
botched, resulting in him 
failing to score a point 
and losing the champion-
ship. In the lawsuit, Mas-
sa is seeking $82 million 
minimum damages from 
the FIA because there 
is a significant financial 
loss from not having 
the Championship title.  
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Before the widespread 
use of  the Square check-
out system, tipping, like a 
bad test grade, was a pri-
vate matter. Leaving a tip 
was a hidden principle 
of  transactional interac-
tions, like being served 
at a restaurant. Studies 
showed that more attrac-
tive female servers earned 
bigger tips than their male 
counterparts, says Busi-
ness Insider. Now, cut-
price pharmacies in Aus-
tralia are being slammed 
on social media for asking 
their customers to show 
their support with a 15 
percent tipping option, 
reports Yahoo Finance.

Should customers tip 
the cashier at a salad bar 
for ringing an order or 
the Starbucks worker at 
the drive-thru window? 
People used to scribble a 
gratuity amount under the 
dim light of  a restaurant, 
but now they do it while 
others wait in line with a 
glowing screen displaying 

bright blue options. As the 
guilt trip begins, the po-
lite thing to do is press a 
tip amount, and everyone 
else looks away. However, 
consumers face tip op-
tions at almost every es-
tablishment they visit, and 
some are expressing dis-
comfort at the expectation 
of  a tip for someone who 
is merely doing their job.

Tipped employees are 
legally defined as individ-
uals who receive more 
than $30 a month in gra-
tuity cash wages, accord-
ing to the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Labor. Tips are 
a tool to ensure prompt-
ness of  service. The cus-
tom comes from Europe, 
where coachmen would 
toss coins to ensure the 
safety of  passage on the 
road. After the abolition 
of  slavery in the United 
States, tips were used as 
compensation for workers 
in trains and dining. Work-
ers had to share the earn-
ings with their bosses, as it 
was considered a privilege 
to have a job that could 
be given to a white per-
son, says CNBC. In recent 

years, the practice has spun 
out of  control, as estab-
lishments where it is not 
customary to tip have be-
gun to ask their customers 
to leave an amount already 
predetermined in the pay-
ment processing device. 
Forbes reported that in 
2023, Americans tipped 16 
percent on average, but a 
sense of  resentment is be-
ginning to cultivate among 
different age groups.

As the pandemic swept 
the world, small business-
es and gig workers faced 
total disruption. The ser-
vice industry, especially 
dining and group experi-
ences, saw staggering rev-
enue declines, kickstart-
ing a wave of  additional 
fees and gratuity options 
available on food delivery 
and even travel apps. Sur-
charges are automatical-
ly added to the bill, and 
customers must choose 
to them. During the pan-
demic, tips became a life-
line for thousands of  small 
businesses that wished to 
keep their workers afloat 
while making ends meet. 
Thus, enter Square and 

Clover, the two biggest 
success stories in the pay-
ment processing business.

Square and Clover are 
the payment management 
services business by Block 
(SQ), and Fiserv (FI), pub-
licly traded financial ser-
vices companies that are 
both rapidly growing,  re-
ports CNBC. Their devices 
exist in thousands of  small 
and chain businesses for 
payment processing, pro-
viding smaller processing 
fees and analytics. During 
the pandemic, the software 
was essential to keeping 
small businesses afloat 
and reducing contact by 
allowing people to pay for 
orders on the platforms. 
Today, the tablets provide 
clearer gratuity options 
than past models. These 
devices allow merchants 
to customize the tipping 
amount presented to cus-
tomers, causing anxiety 
among customers at the 
register and prompting ex-
perts to examine how tips 
might continue to increase.

As these companies ex-
pand, tips become more 
aggravating to customers, 

and workers who live off  
tips can find themselves 
on the losing end. In-
flation rose 3.4 percent 
in 2023, and millions of  
Americans saw the price 
of  necessities rise rapidly. 
Tips and surcharges at ev-
ery turn left many feeling 
sour. Last year, full-service 
restaurants saw tips fall 
to 19.4 percent, the low-
est average since the start 
of  the pandemic, reports 
CNBC. People who reli-
giously left extra dollars 
for a delightful experience 
are reconsidering their 
options. The effect hurts 
some of  the most vulner-
able workers in the econ-
omy, such as the typical 
waiter at local restaurants.

While customers inter-
nally debate their tips, a 
fight is happening between 
activists, corporations, and 
workers. Organizations 
like Worker Center Library 
believe that abolishing the 
subminimum wage would 
help restaurant workers 
improve customer ser-
vice and live better lives. 
However, Andy Puzder, 
CEO of  Carl’s Jr, told the 

Wall Street Journal that 
increasing wages would 
reduce employment op-
portunities for people 
who need them most. 
At the same time, other 
tipped workers believe 
that a minimum wage at 
a restaurant would take 
away the generous tips 
that help them earn be-
tween $200 to $250 daily 
as bartenders and servers, 
according to NBC News.

To tip or not to tip? 
The one quasi-discre-
tionary area where cus-
tomers and employees 
could partner has been 
stained by the increased 
presence of  third par-
ties.. Nevertheless, cus-
tomers must remember 
that even when the tablet 
wasn’t there, employees 
at the local coffee shop 
always hoped that we 
would put a tip in the jar.
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Starbucks has recently 
faced backlash due to its 
perceived stance and po-
sition on pressing social 
issues tied to the Isra-
el-Gaza conflict. Protests 
at Starbucks locations 
can be traced back to the 
company’s lawsuit against 
Starbucks Workers Unit-
ed which seemingly be-
gan in opposition to the 
union’s public demon-
stration of  solidarity with 
Palestine, as reported by 
The Associated Press.

Through this tumul-
tuous social and geopo-
litical event, Starbucks 
has experienced direct 
observable consequences. 
These have been diverse 
in nature, from targeted 
boycotts by consumers 
following “the chain’s 
drawn-out battle against 
employees’ unionization 
efforts” as reported by 
Bloomberg, to The Stra-
tegic Organizing Center 
(SOC) withdrawing its di-
rector nominations, nam-
ing Starbuck’s response 
to its employees attempt 
to unionize as “misguid-

ed.”  Starbucks actions 
had “materially damaged 
the value of  the Compa-
ny’s brand and negatively 
impacted its shareholders, 
partners and customers,” 
reports Business Wire 

Since the filing of  the 
lawsuit in October 2023, 
the company’s perfor-
mance has been on a 
downward trajectory, with 
its stock price declining 
8.96 percent. This trans-
lates to a staggering loss 
of  $11 billion, as reported 
by The Economic Times. 
Such impact on the com-
pany’s performance is 
part of  a broader con-
versation worth having. 
With respect to invest-
ing, how should one bal-
ance financial and ethical 
considerations? Balanc-
ing financial and ethical 
considerations is a key 
challenge for investors.

Starbucks CEO, Lax-
man Narasimhan, dis-
closed during an earnings 
call that the coffee chain 
was reporting slower sales 
in the first month of  
2024, causing yet another 
hit to its share price. He 
attributed this negative 
impact to the volatile sit-

uation in the Middle East, 
adding that this was pri-
marily driven “by misper-
ceptions about our [Star-
bucks’] position.” The 
impact of  these events on 
Starbucks’ performance 
invites a broader, more 
nuanced conversation. 
How does one strike a 
balance between financial 
returns and ethical consid-
erations when investing? 

Grappling with the 
ideological framework 
that influences invest-
ment decisions pres-
ents an intriguing par-
adox. This dichotomy 
underscores the purpose 
of  investors who have a 
responsibility to the per-
formance of  their port-
folios, but who also may 
benefit from the oppor-
tunity to purchase Star-
bucks shares at a discount. 

In branding, Starbucks 
is a formidable entity that 
has cultivated consumer 
loyalty through user-gen-
erated content and cus-
tomization. The com-
pany has also harnessed 
blockchain algorithms in 
its digital advertising. As 
Marcen van Oost stated 
in a LinkedIn post, Star-

bucks has positioned it-
self  as a non-banking en-
tity through their rewards 
program, thereby “amass-
ing significant customer 
deposits” and leveraging 
consumer behavior. The 
company is undervalued 
due to the ongoing con-
troversy. However, it is 
reasonable to anticipate 
a rebound once the issue 
subsides. This expecta-
tion is tied to the rapid 
rise and fall in activism, 
a trend that lacks depth 
and fails to effectuate 
true change. Such reason-
ing poses as a catalyst to 
integrate the company 
in a portfolio., Despite 
the current downturn, 
Starbucks is formida-
ble and large enough to 
navigate the downturn, 
thus, investors may ben-
efit from the opportuni-
ty to purchase Starbucks 
shares at a discount.

While one may expect 
ethical concerns to have a 
play in investing, one of  
the first lessons taught in 
Intro to Finance is “leave 
[your] activism at the 
door.” In settings such as 
finance courses and even 
in discussion at Seton 

Hall’s Student Managed 
Investment Fund (SMIF), 
the notion to prioritize 
financial returns over the 
social and ethical implica-
tions of  a company’s ac-
tions is encouraged. This 
approach, while prevalent, 
is not without contro-
versy. Nonetheless, some 
investors use strategies 
like Socially Responsible 
Investing (SRI), which 
encourages them to con-
sider the social and envi-
ronmental impact of  the 
companies they invest in. 

Using the example of  
investing in a controver-
sial company like Star-
bucks serves to showcase 
the importance of  consid-
ering the potential long-
term benefits of  being a 
socially responsible com-
pany. In academic settings 
such as finance courses 
and even in discussions 
within SMIF, there is of-
ten an emphasis on pri-
oritizing financial returns 
over the social and ethical 
implications of  a com-
pany’s actions. This ap-
proach is reminiscent of  
the concept of  sharehold-
er primacy, which posits 
that an investor’s primary 

goal should be to max-
imize shareholder value

While trade-offs are 
inevitable, the vision of  
corporations being both 
profitable and socially ac-
countable requires action. 
The growing trend toward 
ethical investing, as re-
ported by The New York 
Times, shows institutions 
committing to ESG ini-
tiatives. For instance, 
some Texas schools have 
withdrawn funding from 
BlackRock over its ESG 
practices, says Reuters. 
As traditional ideologies 
like shareholder primacy 
are challenged, it is vital 
to advocate for social-
ly responsible investing 
principles. Corporations 
exist because of  their 
consumers, and consum-
ers must influence them 
to improve their ethical 
practices to ensure con-
sumer well-being. These 
events serve as stark re-
minders of  the impor-
tance of  awareness and 
corporate transparency.

Contact Pamela at 
pamela.pajuelo@student.

shu.edu

Starbucks Boycott Raises Questions 
of Ethical Investing Practices



Melissa Myrtaj
Staff Writer

After October 7, when 
Hamas militants entered 
Israel, killed about 1,200 
people, and took 250 oth-
er hostages, according to 
Associated Press, Israel’s 
military offensive respond-
ed by killing more than 
29,000 Palestinians—a ma-
jority women and children, 
according to the Gaza 
Health Ministry. UN News 
data from the Integrated 
Food Security Phase Clas-
sification (IPC) shows that 
the “entire population” of  
Gaza, about 2.3 million 
people, is experiencing 
high levels of  “acute” food 
insecurity and 1.11 million 
are experiencing “cata-
strophic” food insecurity. 
Furthermore, the Food 
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO) anticipates that 
79 percent of  Gazans will 
fall into catastrophic hun-
ger by mid-March. This 
begs for humanitarian aid, 
however the numerous 
United Nations-supported 
resolutions for a humani-
tarian ceasefire in the Gaza 
Strip have been vetoed. 

The U.S. has vetoed a 
UN Security Council mea-

sure that concentrated on 
an “immediate humanitar-
ian ceasefire” three times - 
October 18, 2023, Decem-
ber 8, 2023, and again on 
February 20, 2024, states 
Al Jazeera. The most re-
cent veto was anticipated 
before the vote. The cur-
rent Arab representative to 
the council, Algeria’s UN 
Ambassador Amar Bend-
jama, addressed the U.S 
right before voting, stating 
“A vote in favor of  this 
draft resolution is a sup-
port to the Palestinians’ 
right to life. Conversely, 
voting against it implies 
an endorsement of  the 
brutal violence and collec-
tive punishment inflicted 
against them,” The As-
sociated Press continues. 

The U.S. Ambassador 
to the UN Linda Thom-
as-Greenfield respond-
ed by stating the United 
States understands the ur-
gency of  the situation, but 
they believe that the reso-
lution would have a “neg-
ative impact” on the U.S.’ 
sensitive negotiations re-
garding a hostage deal and 
a six-week pause in fight-
ing. If  that happens, “we 
can take the time to build a 
more enduring peace,” she 

wavering commitment” 
to a two-state solution. 

The U.S. resolution 
would not be legally bind-
ing like the UN Security 
Council resolution would 
be, according to Vox. 
Currently, there is no date 
scheduled for a vote on 
the U.S. resolution, but 
officials have made some 
updates to the resolution’s 
text. For example, the ini-
tial “temporary cease-fire” 
in the resolution now calls 
for “an immediate cease-
fire of  roughly six weeks 
in Gaza together with 
the release of  all hostag-
es,” according to Reuters.

Jon Alterman, director 
of  the Middle East pro-
gram at the Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies, said that the U.S. 
didn’t want to use the word 
‘immediate’ because “that 
would undermine discus-
sions about hostages,” ac-
cording to Vox. There is 
a major focus on securing 
a hostage deal, as an esti-
mated 132 out of  the 250 
hostages taken by Hamas 
during the October 7 at-
tack remain captive or are 
presumed dead. However, 
the Algerian ambassador 
reminded officials that the 

UN waited for hostage 
talks to progress and waited 
for Israel to take stronger 
measures to protect Pales-
tinian civilians and provide 
humanitarian aid ruled by 
the International Court of  
Justice and the region is 
absent of  improvements 
and results, as Vox adds.

As of  March 7, 2024, 
ceasefire talks between Is-
rael and Hamas mediated 
by Qatar and Egypt in Cai-
ro over the course of  four 
days in attempts to broker 
a 40-day ceasefire in time 
for Ramadan concluded 
with no substantial result, 
according to Al Jazeera. 
Senior Hamas official Sami 
Abu Zuhri said Israel was 
rejecting their demands 
“to end its offensive in the 
enclave, withdraw forces, 
and ensure freedom of  en-
try for aid and the return 
of  displaced people.” This 
includes an agreement to 
exchange captives held by 
both parties. However, Is-
rael did not send a delega-
tion to these negotiations, 
while Hamas “pledged to 
continue the negotiations.” 
No substantial resolutions 
have been made, but the 
need for humanitarian 
aid has changed the U.S.’ 

rhetoric and may prove to 
motivate a consensus with-
in the Security Council.  
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The complexity of  Su-
dan’s civil conflict, driven 
by entrenched grievances 
among the warring par-
ties, religious divisions, 
ethnic struggles, competi-
tion for oil, and mistrust, 
lead the country to have 
a steep uphill climb to 
peace. The implementa-
tion and maintenance of  
peace have been imped-
ed by breaches, insuffi-
cient monitoring systems, 
and conflicting interests 
among involved parties. 
Even with continuous for-
eign mediation attempts, 
achieving enduring peace 
in Sudan has proven chal-
lenging due to the lack of  
thorough reconciliation 
processes and the brittle-
ness of  political accords.

It’s been nearly 10 
months since the lives of  
Sudanese people changed 
forever amongst a resur-
gence of  the country’s 
civil war. The Council 
on Foreign Relations re-
ported that over 10,000 
people have been killed 
and 5.6 million have been 
displaced by the conflict; 
of  these, 80,000 are in-

ternally displaced and 
hundreds of  thousands 
have fled to dangerous 
regions in South Sudan, 
Ethiopia, and Chad.

Sudan, which was 
once one of  the conti-
nent’s most prosperous 
nations, is now on a 
one-way crash course to 
becoming a failed state. 
The conflict started 
as a political discourse 
between two generals. 
After rising hostilities 
between state military 
head Gen. Abdel-Fat-
tah Burhan and Gen. 
Mohammed Hamdan 
Dagalo, commander of  
the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces, the two 
rival forces broke out 
in open combat in mid-
April in Khartoum and 
other parts of  the coun-
try. Since, Sudan has de-
scended into instability, 
as noted by NPR. The 
conflict has left millions 
of  civilians in what many 
scholars have coined as a 
“senseless war” and one 
of  the biggest displace-
ment crises globally, ac-
cording to UN News. 

Although the conflict 
between the two gener-
als catalyzed the current 

crisis, the conflicts the 
countries have faced go 
back to December 19, 
2018, when Gen. Bur-
han and Gen. Dagalo 
answered the public’s 
cry for democracy and 
joined together to stage 
a coup against the for-
mer President of  Sudan, 
Omar al-Bashir, for his 
violent military regime. 
According to a report 
by VOX, the two gen-
erals’ involvement only 
resulted in a broken 
promise for democra-
cy and left millions of  
Sudanese people in the 
crossfire of  the gen-
erals’ political goals. 

Sudan’s history has 
been defined by coup 
after coup from mili-
tary personnel. Know-
ing that history, former 
President Bashir tried 
his best to avoid that 
same fate. He turned to 
General Digalo, one of  
the leaders of  Sudan’s 
most violent militia Jan-
jaweed, to secure more 
lucrative oil goods in 
the farther regions of  
Sudan at any cost. This 
led Janjaweed to be giv-
en official paramilitary 
force status as the Rap-

id Support Forces (RSF).
Al Jazeera reported 

that the RSF has been 
deemed a paramilitary 
group because of  its in-
volvement in violence, 
crimes, and violations of  
human rights in Sudan. 
General Dagalo has been 
charged with organizing 
violent campaigns against 
civilians under RSF’s op-
erations, including extra-
judicial executions, sexual 
assault, torture, arbitrary 
detentions, and targeting 
of  ethnic minorities in 
war areas such as Darfur. 
Much of  this force’s un-
favorable reputation both 
locally and abroad is a 
result of  its ethnic geno-
cide of  the Darfur peo-
ple, which has led to an 
investigation by the Inter-
national Criminal Court.

Soon after the inves-
tigations began in 2019, 
CBS News reported the 
RSF killed over 100 sit-in 
pro-democracy protes-
tors, leading the United 
States, their Arab allies, 
the United Kingdom, 
Ethiopia, and the African 
Union to begin to step up 
against the injustices in 
the region and promote 
democratic efforts. The 

cooperation of  these na-
tions and organizations 
raised awareness of  the 
Sudanese issue on a global 
scale. They put diplomatic 
pressure on the Sudanese 
government to deal with 
abuses of  human rights, 
enact democratic changes, 
and hold peace talks with 
rebel organizations. De-
spite international players 
additionally supporting 
initiatives aimed at bol-
stering democratic insti-
tutions, advancing human 
rights, and enabling free 
and fair elections, the two 
generals have continued 
to militarize the nation 
placing hundreds of  thou-
sands of  armed soldiers in 
every village imaginable. 

Reuters reported on 
January 2 that the RSF is 
now open to talking about 
an immediate ceasefire; 
however, ceasefires in 
the conflict have routine-
ly been broken. Negoti-
ations between the two 
parties have essentially 
gone nowhere. It is hard 
to discern the legitimacy 
of  their ceasefire attempts 
given the lack of  coopera-
tion historically, especially 
after the U.S. has accused 
them of  committing war 

crimes and crimes against 
humanity. The likelihood of  
a long-term ceasefire and 
enduring peace in Sudan is 
still unclear and dependent 
on several variables. Even 
though there has been a lot 
of  progress—signing peace 
agreements and forming a 
transitional government—
there are still many obsta-
cles to overcome, includ-
ing the presence of  rebel 
groups, security concerns, 
economic strain, and the 
impending necessity for 
political transformation.
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Sudan

said. Moreover, The Asso-
ciated Press continues that 
Israel’s U.N. Ambassador 
Gilad Erdan criticized the 
use of  the word “cease-
fire” used by the Security 
Council, the General As-
sembly, and U.N. officials, 
“as if  it is a silver bullet, 
a magical solution to all 
of  the region’s problems.”

The U.S.’ concerns of  
a cease-fire interfering 
with hostage negotiations 
has remained unpopu-
lar as 13 out of  15 the 
members of  the Securi-
ty Council voted for the 
ceasefire and the United 
Kingdom abstained, The 
Associated Press adds. 
The Arab-backed resolu-
tion called for the imme-
diate release of  hostages, 
rejecting the forced dis-
placement of  Palestinian 
civilians and humanitarian 
access throughout Gaza. 
The U.S. proposed a rival 
resolution also calling for a 
ceasefire, marking the first 
time they used the word, 
However, this resolution 
called for a temporary 
cease-fire as soon as all 
hostages were released and 
for barriers to be lifted for 
humanitarian assistance. 
Both resolutions urge “un-
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Russia/Ukraine
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The Russo-Ukrainian 
War has been waging on 
for over 2 years with no 
end in sight, capitalized 
by the recent reelection 
of  Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. While 
many scholars believe 
the Russian campaigns in 
Ukraine will only stop if  
Putin is ousted, increasing 
calls for ceasefire, both in 
the warring nations and 
from the international 
community have surfaced 
in recent months. These 
calls come from a multi-
tude of  angles but have 
given some hope about 
the war coming to a close.

French President Em-
manual Macron recently 
that a ceasefire “will be 
requested” during the 
upcoming Paris Summer 
Olympics, according to 
Reuters. Ceasefires during 
the Olympics Games are 
traditional, due to the 
symbolic unity of  nations 
during the competitions. 

Putin has signaled he is 
open to Macron’s request, 
stating “we are for peace-
ful negotiations, but not 
because the enemy is run-

ning out of  ammunition. 
We are for it, if  they real-
ly seriously want to build 
peaceful, good neighborly 
relations between the two 
states in the long term, 
instead of  taking a pause 
for one and a half  or for 
two years to rearm,” ac-
cording to Euronews. 

The Internation-
al Olympic Committee 
(IOC) condemned Rus-
sia’s all-out invasion in 
February 2022, which oc-
curred just a few days af-
ter the conclusion of  the 
Beijing Winter Olympic 
Games. While Russian and 
Belarussian athletes are 
not completely blocked 
from competing at this 
Summer’s Olympics, they 
must compete as Indi-
vidual Neutral Athletes 
(AINs), and their eligibili-
ty is to be reviewed by the 
IOC’s Executive Board.

Additionally, Pope 
Francis was recently crit-
icized for saying that the 
Ukrainian people should 
have the “courage to 
raise the white flag” and 
negotiate with Russia, as 
reported by The Guard-
ian. Many believe these 
words signal a pro-Russia 
rhetoric from the Pope, 

despite the extreme hu-
man rights abuses and 
kidnappings carried out 
by Russian in Ukraine. 
While Ukraine’s struggle 
on the battlefront is wide-
ly recognized, so are the 
moral and international 
sovereignty issues of  Rus-
sia’s attempt to absorb 
Ukrainian land. Many feel 

that seeing a figure who 
is supposed to advocate 
for peace and unity tell-
ing Ukraine to give up 
and negotiate on Russian 
terms is disheartening.

Turkish President 
Tayyip Erdogan an-
nounced an offering to 
host a summit between 
Russian and Ukrainian 

leaders shortly after a 
meeting with Ukrainian 
President Volodymr 
Zelenksyy in Istanbul. 
While Zelenskyy wel-
comed the offer, he stat-
ed that he believes that 
peace between the na-
tions will not include any 
loss of  Ukrainian territo-
ry to Russia, as well as the 

withdrawal of  all Russian 
troops from Ukrainian 
territory and the allow-
ance of  the nation to 
restore its own state bor-
ders. Unsurprisingly, the 
Kremlin has ruled out any 
peace talks that consider 
Kyiv’s proposed terms, 
according to Reuters.

In February, howev-

er, Putin sent signals to 
Washington that he was 
ready to consider a cease-
fire on the condition that 
the conflict freezes on 
the current lines, refus-
ing to cede any territory 
to Ukraine, says Reuters 
Washington rejected these 
signals, stating that they 
refuse to discuss ceasefire 
negotiations without the 
participation of  Ukrainian 
officials. Former Russian 
President, Prime Minister, 
and close ally to Vladimir 
Putin, Dmitriy Medvedev 
considers Ukraine a part 
of  Russia, ruling out any 
peace talks that consider 
Zelenskyy and Kyiv’s in-
put. Medvedev now serves 
as the Deputy Chair-
man of  Russia’s Security 
Council, adding to his 
long resume serving the 
Russian government and 
Putin Regime. At a youth 
festival in Sochi, he stated 
that Russia would contin-
ue to carry out “special 
military operations” until 
the other side capitulat-
ed, Al Jazeera reports.

While the volume of  
talks regarding ceasefire 
in the Russo-Ukrainian 
War have increased, their 
effectiveness has been 

limited. The Kremlin’s 
unwillingness to negoti-
ate with Ukraine upholds 
the reality that Russia 
will continue to threaten 
the sovereignty of  oth-
er nations until they are 
barred from doing so. 
In the coming months 
it will be worth looking 
towards the Olympics, 
which are often globally 
recognized as a time of  
peace, to see if  and how 
negotiations play out.
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Yemen
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The World Bank has 
identified Yemen as the 
most impoverished Arab 
nation, as the country 
grapples with one of  the 
most severe humanitari-
an crises in history. This 
crisis stems from a pro-
longed civil war that began 
in 2014 and has resulted 
in the Houthi militant 
group maintaining control 
over the region. With the 
recent escalation of  the 
War in Gaza, the future of  
the region’s security and 
continued peace in Ye-
men hangs in uncertainty.

In 2000, President Saleh 
of  Yemen initiated a bor-
der agreement with Saudi 
Arabia, aiming to disarm 
the Houthi group. How-
ever, this strategy only es-
calated tensions between 
the Houthis and the Ye-
meni government, fueling 
a rebellion spearheaded by 
the Houthi leader, Hus-
sein Badreddin al-Houthi, 
as documented by The 
Arab Center in DC. Vio-
lence persisted intermit-
tently until 2014, when 
the Houthis launched an-

other rebellion, seizing 
control of  Yemen’s capi-
tal, Sanaa. Despite facing 
international criticism, 
the Houthis proclaimed 
themselves as the leaders 
of  the Yemeni govern-
ment. The United Na-
tions Security Council 
condemned this declara-
tion, stating that the proc-
lamation “undermine[d] 
the political transition 
process in Yemen, and 
jeopardize[d] the securi-
ty, stability, sovereignty 
and unity of  Yemen.”

It wasn’t until an esti-
mated 377,000 lives were 
tragically lost, as docu-
mented by the Council 
of  Foreign Relations, that 
discussions of  a peace 
truce emerged. In Decem-
ber 2023, Hans Grund-
berg, the United Nations 
Special Envoy for Yemen, 
heralded a breakthrough 
in peace talks that the 
United Nations relayed as 
“a significant step… to-
wards a future that fulfills 
the legitimate aspirations 
of  all Yemenis.” These 
negotiations called for 
the reset of  vital aspects 
of  life and economy, such 
as resuming the payment 

of  public sector salaries, 
the resumption of  oil ex-
ports, the facilitation of  
internal transportation 
routes, and the lifting of  
restrictions on land and 
seaports in the region.

Through collaborative 
efforts with the UN and 
neighboring nations, the 
prospect of  peace with-
in Yemen seemed within 
reach. However, amidst 
the devastating Isra-
el-Hamas war, the Houth-
is have initiated military 
actions to control the Red 
Sea, launching missiles 
and attacking boats they 
claim have connections to 
Israel, according to Reu-

ters. The Houthis justify 
these attacks as support 
for both the Yemeni and 
Palestinian populations. 
In a released statement, 
a leader of  the group at-
tributed responsibility for 
the aggression against Ye-
men to the United States 
and Britain, asserting 
the Yemeni armed forc-
es’ readiness to defend 
the nation’s sovereign-
ty and independence.

 Despite the Houth-
is’ claims that they act 
in the interest of  their 
people, experts highlight 
significant flaws in their 
argument. The Houthis, 
now functioning as a de 

facto government, engage 
in tax collection and cur-
rency printing but struggle 
to provide basic services 
such as food and clothing 
to the Yemeni population, 
as reported by Vox. These 
governance deficiencies 
manifest in the poor qual-
ity of  life, with nearly half  
of  the population lacking 
access to drinking water, 
as estimated by Human 
Rights Watch. The Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations 
adds that an estimated 60 
percent of  the conflict’s 
deaths between 2015 and 
2022 were a result of  a 
lack of  food and medical 
care. In light of  these re-
alities, the conflict in Gaza 
presents the Houthis with 
an opportunity to sway 
the population’s opin-
ion through their exper-
tise in military rebellion.

The escalation of  rebel-
lion along the Red Sea is 
significantly undermining 
the prospects for peace in 
the region. This is further 
exacerbated by a surge 
in young Houthi fight-
er recruits, with reported 
numbers reaching tens of  
thousands, according to Al 
Jazeera. As military activi-

ties intensify within Yemen 
and attacks on the Red Sea 
provoke aggression from 
Western powers, including 
reported strikes on Houthi 
targets by the US and Brit-
ain, as noted by , the situ-
ation only points towards 
a further escalation of  vi-
olence. Such actions risk 
pushing the region even 
further away from achiev-
ing a state of  non-violence.
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Putin has signaled that he is amenable to a traditional ceasefire 
during this year’s Olympic games. 
Courtesy of  nicolas michaud (flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0

Hans Grundberg speaks to delegates at the Palace of  Nations to 
negotiate the Detainee Exchange Agreement.  
Courtesy of  UN Geneva (flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0



March 2024
Page 8 Opinion

The US Should Prioritize Cyber Defense in its 
Budget

Katherine Dorrer
Communication Liasison

The exponential 
growth of  digital tech-
nologies and the perva-
sive reach of  the Internet 
have revolutionized glob-
al communication, com-
merce, and information 
exchange. In today’s inter-
connected world, where a 
substantial portion of  dai-
ly activities occurs online, 
maintaining robust cyber 
security standards is not 
just advisable but imper-
ative. The United States, 
faced with escalating 
cyber threats from for-
eign adversaries and the 
pervasive digitalization 
of  critical infrastructure, 
must prioritize cyberse-
curity in its budget alloca-
tions to safeguard nation-
al security interests and 
ensure resilience in the 
face of  evolving threats.

The Fiscal Year 2025 
Department of  Defense 
budget request of  $849.8 
billion, reflects a recogni-
tion of  the urgent need 
to bolster cybersecurity 
measures. This allocation 
not only serves to provide 
immediate protection 
against cyber-attacks but 
also lays the groundwork 
for the nation’s future se-
curity. A senior defense 
official at the Pentagon 
states that “the FY23 cy-

ber activity budget focus-
es investments in three 
portfolios, covering cy-
bersecurity, cyberspace 
operations, and cyber re-
search and development.” 
With this, cybersecurity is 
no longer confined to the 
realms of  government 
agencies; it has become a 
national obligation affect-
ing every facet of  society 
including finance, health-
care, transportation, and 
energy. The proliferation 
of  interconnected devic-
es and the digitalization 
of  essential services have 
significantly expanded 
the attack surface for 
cyber threats, leaving 
critical infrastructure 
vulnerable to exploita-
tion by malicious actors.

While the allocation 
of  $1.7 billion to the 
Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agency 
(CISA) in the FY25 bud-
get marks a step forward 
in consolidating cyber 
threat data, it is crucial to 
recognize that traditional 
methods alone may not 
suffice in combating the 
evolving threat landscape 
A recent breach in a fed-
eral agency responsible 
for cyber security under-
scores the vulnerability 
of  organizations to cyber 
vulnerabilities and the ne-
cessity of  having robust 
incident response plans 

in place. A CISA spokes-
person stated, “This is a 
reminder that any orga-
nization can be affected 
by a cyber vulnerability, 
and having an incident 
response plan in place is 
a necessary component 
of  resilience.” Failure to 
prioritize cybersecurity in-
vestments leaves nations 
vulnerable to exploitation 
and disruption, highlight-
ing the urgent need for 
increased resources and 
efforts to fortify cyber 
defenses and protocols 
against evolving threats.

While the National 
Defense Strategy effec-
tively addresses tradition-
al security challenges such 
as geopolitical rivalries 
and traditional military 
threats, the landscape 
of  warfare has evolved 
dramatically in recent 
years, with cybersecurity 

emerging as a prominent 
domain of  conflict. Un-
like conventional war-
fare, where adversaries 
engage in physical battles, 
cyber warfare operates 
in the virtual realm, le-
veraging digital technol-
ogies to launch attacks 
on critical infrastructure, 
government systems, 
and private networks. 

The growing promi-
nence of  cybersecurity 
warfare stems from sev-
eral factors. First, ad-
vancements in technolo-
gy have made cyberspace 
an attractive arena for 
state and non-state actors 
seeking to disrupt oper-
ations without the need 
for conventional military 
forces. Cyber-attacks of-
fer anonymity, deniability, 
and the potential for sig-
nificant impact with rela-
tively low costs and risks. 

The asymmetrical nature 
of  cyber warfare allows 
smaller, less powerful en-
tities to pose significant 
threats to larger, more 
technologically advanced 
nations. State-sponsored 
cyber espionage, cyber 
terrorism, and cybercrime 
present formidable chal-
lenges that cannot be ade-
quately addressed through 
traditional means alone. 

As threats are evolving 
rapidly and adversaries 
becoming increasingly so-
phisticated, the necessi-
ty for adaptive strategies 
is paramount. As high-
lighted by Former NSA 
Chief  Michael Rodgers, 
Western countries faced 
unprecedented levels of  
cyber-attacks, including 
ransomware incidents and 
successful data breaches, 
in the previous year, re-
ports The Record. In its 
annual crime report, cryp-
tocurrency firm Chainal-
ysis stated that in 2023, 
ransomware payments 
exceeded $1.1 billion. At 
the Munich Cyber Secu-
rity Conference Rodgers 
assers that “continuing 
with the same strategies 
and expecting different 
outcomes is a low-prob-
ability success strategy.,” 
continues The Record.

Given these dynam-
ics, it is imperative that 
the United States allo-

cates greater attention and 
investment in its budget 
priorities. Reuters explains 
that despite the significant 
budget allocation of  $849.8 
billion, representing a one 
percent increase from 2024 
defense spending, there re-
mains a pressing need to 
give a more substantial por-
tion of  these resources to 
bolster cyber defenses, en-
hance resilience, and invest 
in cutting-edge technolo-
gies to mitigate cyber risks.

In this critical juncture 
of  cybersecurity strategy 
and spending, the United 
States must acknowledge 
the imperative for practice 
and innovative approaches. 
While the FY25 proposed 
budget demonstrates com-
mendable strides in bolster-
ing cybersecurity, it is but a 
single step in an ongoing 
journey toward cyber resil-
ience. Failing to heed this 
not only jeopardizes the 
nation’s security but also 
risks ceding ground to ad-
versaries eager to exploit 
the nation’s vulnerabilities.
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Biden’s Refocusing Act
Cameron Bird

Staff  Writer

Leading up to his State 
of  the Union address 
on March 7th, President 
Biden faced immense 
pressure to respond to a 
vast array of  issues and 
political pressures. On 
both the domestic and 
international front, seri-
ous questions have arisen 
and continue to persist 
regarding his capacity, 
and the capacity of  the 
U.S. government, to re-
spond to a multitude of  
crises around the world. 
It therefore came as no 
surprise that foreign pol-
icy, an area of  politics 
oft-ignored in the leadup 
to presidential elections, 
became a focal point of  
his speech. President 
Biden entered the speech 
with intensified pressure, 
domestically and inter-
nationally, to present a 
strong case about his 
future policy goals, and 
the ability of  the U.S. to 
maintain its global role as 
a leader during this crucial 
era of  international crises. 
President Biden answered 

that call effectively and 
illustrated just how in-
fluential the U.S. can be 
on the world stage. Pres-
ident Biden made clear, 
that the U.S. finds itself  
at an inflection point in 
world history, and must 
place itself  on the right 
side of  history when 
dealing with these incred-
ibly influential events. 

President Biden is 
currently handling two, 
among many, foreign pol-
icy crises. Firstly, the U.S. 
Congress has stalled a 
package of  Ukraine aid, 
and the impacts of  this 
lack of  aid are translating 
onto the battlefield. The 
recent loss of  Avdiivka, 
a town that had become 
a flashpoint of  the front-
line in Eastern Ukraine, 
highlighted the Ukrainian 
defenses’ short supply of  
ammunition, according to 
the Associated Press. U.S. 
aid has totaled around 
$74 billion so far, accord-
ing to the Council on 
Foreign Relations. While 
the U.S. has provided 
large amounts of  aid to 
Ukraine, it is essential to 
recognize that not even a 

tenth of  the Department 
of  Defense’s budget, and 
less than 2% of  the total 
U.S. budget, contributed 
to a massive slowdown of  
the Russian war machine, 
without the involvement 
of  any U.S. personnel on 
the ground. The Center 
for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies highlights 
that the gradual decrease 
or absence of  aid will have 
catastrophic impacts on 
Ukraine’s ability to wage 
war. It will reduce their 
ability to counterattack 
and increase the number 
of  Russian missiles that 
successfully eliminate tar-
gets, as Ukraine’s defen-
sive munitions decrease 
further. President Biden 
therefore suggests that 
aid from the U.S. is not 
just strategically conve-
nient, but necessary for 
the maintenance of  a sov-
ereign democratic state 
in Eastern Europe. An-
other critical issue Presi-
dent Biden had to address 
from a political stand-
point was the crisis in 
Gaza. The Israel-Hamas 
war, and the U.S. thor-
ough support of  Israel’s 

response, have come un-
der intense scrutiny the 
further the conflict has 
prolonged. However, in 
a move indicating a shift 
in policy by the Biden ad-
ministration, BBC News 
reports that the U.S. plans 
to establish a floating pier 
that could provide direct 
aid to Gaza without go-
ing through Egypt or Is-
rael, a move that shows 
an increased willingness 
from the Biden admin-
istration to prioritize ci-
vilian life and safety in 
light of  Israel’s unequiv-
ocally intense response. 

President Biden’s 
speech required address-
ing two key foreign policy 
goals and placing them 
within a larger historical 
context that justified U.S. 
action in each conflict. As 
NPR reported, the intense 
political backlash and 
headwind surrounding 
the American response 
to the Israel-Hamas con-
flict has caused massive 
concern for Biden from a 
campaign perspective. He 
effectively responded to 
that criticism, introducing 
an aid initiative, and ramp-

ing up his critical rhetoric 
of  Israeli President Ben-
jamin Netanyahu. From 
the perspective of  pro-
gressives who are dissat-
isfied with the American 
role in the conflict, this 
aid initiative is unlikely to 
be enough. But for Pres-
ident Biden to indicate a 
shift in policy on a stage 
as large as the SOTU, 
suggests his increasing 
willingness to respond 
to the opinions of  the 
American people, similar 
to how he responded in 
the early days of  the war 
in Ukraine. The U.S. has a 
thorough history of  pol-
icy decisions that differ-
entiate from their moral 
and ideological posturing. 
However, the actions of  
the Biden administration 
concerning Ukraine, and 
their newfound direction 
of  action in Gaza, suggest 
that President Biden may 
be matching his rhetoric 
with action, an encourag-
ing change that the SOTU 
showed is more feasible 
than ever before. There 
is a fine line between 
apologizing on behalf  
of  American wrongdo-

ing in foreign affairs and 
suggesting U.S. policy is 
correct in such polarizing 
conflicts. As Al Jazeera 
reported following the 
SOTU, President Biden 
still has room for signif-
icant criticism of  how 
‘ironclad’ his support for 
Israel is. Yet the SOTU 
was the beginning of  a 
shift, and while tangible 
policy change must fol-
low, this shift cannot go 
unignored, or be treated 
as insignificant, especially 
when the current events 
of  the world are as signif-
icant and monumental as 
Biden himself  outlined. 
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The Department of  Defense requested $849.8 billion to address 
vital cybersecurity concerns. 
Courtesy of  Ecole polytechnique (Wikimedia Commons)
CreativeCommons 2.0
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 As we approach the 
sixth month of  Israel’s 
genocidal assault on Gaza, 
the looming threat of  a 
man-made famine can be 
added to the list of  atroci-
ties committed against the 
Palestinian people since 
last October. According 
to Reuters, the Integrat-
ed Food-Security Phase 
Classification (IPC), a 
UN-backed global hun-
ger monitor, shows that 
severe food shortages in 
Northern Gaza have well 
exceeded famine levels, 
with 70 percent of  people 
experiencing acute food 
insecurity. The report 
warned that mass deaths 
related to malnutrition 
were imminent unless 
substantial actions were 
taken to increase aid flow 
into Northern Gaza. Ac-
cording to the Associated 
Press, at least 20 people 
have already died in Gaza 
due to starvation and mal-
nutrition, the majority 
of  whom were children. 

On March 7, President 
Joe Biden announced 
during his State of  the 

Union address that the 
U.S. would build a tem-
porary port off  the coast 
of  Gaza to bring in more 
humanitarian aid to the 
besieged enclave, reports 
ABC News. A measure 
like this without also add-
ing increased pressure on 
the Israeli government to 
allow aid into Gaza, how-
ever, is nothing more than 
a PR stunt. The port faces 
massive operational, lo-
gistical, and security hur-
dles and will take weeks, 
if  not months, to be ful-
ly operational, reports 
The New York Times.

This costly and inad-
equate solution is noth-
ing more than a humilia-
tion for President Biden, 
whose calls for increasing 
humanitarian aid have 
been flatly ignored by the 
Netanyahu administration 
in Israel. According to 
Al Jazeera, human rights 
groups have accused Isra-
el of  deliberately blocking 
aid from entering Gaza, 
despite international out-
cry.  The U.S. has also 
resorted to airdropping 
aid, a drastic measure that 
many countries have un-
dertaken because Israel 

continues to actively ob-
struct aid convoys from 
entering Gaza. While 
the Biden Administra-
tion has boasted its air-
drop efforts, earlier this 
month an airdrop killed 
at least five Palestinians 
after the parachute mal-
functioned, reports CNN. 

For a population to 
go from relatively food 
secure to experiencing 
famine in such a short 
period of  time is nothing 
short of  a war crime, an 
assessment that many UN 
officials have agreed to ac-
cording to The Guardian. 
EU Foreign Policy Chief  
Josep Borrell has consis-
tently reiterated that this 
famine is not the result 
of  a natural disaster but 
an engineered policy of  
collective punishment by 
the Israeli government, 
saying that “starvation is 
used as a weapon of  war. 
Israel is provoking fam-
ine,” according to Reuters. 
In instances where aid has 
been let through, Israeli 
forces have fired on mul-
tiple aid convoys and mas-
sacred people seeking aid, 
most notably during the 
‘flour massacre’ on Feb-

ruary 29 when 118 people 
were killed and more than 
500 injured while waiting 
to get food from an aid 
convoy, reports Al Jazeera. 

In terms of  numbers 
alone, the war on Gaza has 
seen at least 31,000 peo-
ple killed, including 13,00 
children. In addition, 
there have been 80,000 
Gazans injured and 2 mil-
lion displaced, 70 percent 
of  infrastructure includ-
ing residential buildings 
and hospitals has been 
destroyed or damaged, 
and 1 million Gazans are 
on the brink of  starva-
tion, reports Al Jazeera. 

Despite the horrif-
ic attack Israel suffered 
on October 7 in which 
roughly 1,100 people were 
killed and over 200 taken 
hostage, nothing can justi-
fy the level of  carnage we 
are witnessing in Israel’s 
war against a population 
that is 50 percent children. 
It is also important to 
note that even before Oc-
tober 7, Palestinians have 
continuously suffered 75 
years of  ethnic cleans-
ing, dispossession, occu-
pation, and Apartheid.

If  President Biden tru-

ly cares about getting aid 
to Gaza, the U.S. must 
end its complicity in what 
the International Court 
of  Justice has described 
as plausibly amounting to 
genocide, according to the 
UN Office of  the High 
Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights.  Shamefully, 
on the same day that the 
ICJ released its ruling, the 
U.S. and multiple other 
countries cut funding to 
UNRWA, the largest UN 
organization that delivers 
humanitarian aid to Pales-
tinians, based on accusa-
tions from the Israeli gov-
ernment about UNRWA 
complicity with Hamas 
without any corrobo-
rating evidence, reports 
the Associated Press.  

The U.S. has signifi-
cant leverage over Israel 
as one of  its largest sup-
pliers of  military aid and 
can thus be a vital force 
to end the humanitarian 
catastrophe in Gaza. The 
U.S. must take measures 
such as conditioning mil-
itary support to Israel on 
allowing aid into Gaza, re-
store funding to UNRWA 
as many countries have 
already done, support a 

PR Aid Stunts Are No Substitute for a 
Ceasefire in Gaza

Andrea Hebel
Editor-in-Chief

On March 7, U.S. Sena-
tor Katie Britt (R-Ala.) is-
sued the Republican Party’s 
response to President Joe 
Biden’s State of  the Union 
Address. Britt gave the 
speech from the middle of  
her beige kitchen, spend-
ing 16 minutes criticizing 
Biden’s policies as ineffec-
tive and out-of-touch in 
a stilted manner that Sat-
urday Night Live barely 
had to change to parody. 

Britt’s most controver-
sial talking points, how-
ever, came in the form 
of  a tragic story about a 
woman who she met in 
Texas on a visit to the bor-
der in her first hundred 
days in office. The wom-
an was brutally assaulted 
by drug cartels for nu-
merous years, starting at 
age 12. Britt admonished 
Biden for allowing some-
thing like this to happen 
in America, when it would 
not be acceptable in most 
“third-world countries.”

This story is, undeni-
ably, tragic. But here’s the 
problem. As Jonathan 

Katz, an independent jour-
nalist, revealed on TikTok 
shortly after the speech, 
this story did not happen 
under President Biden’s 
leadership. It didn’t even 
occur in the United States. 
It took place in Mexico, 
between 2004 and 2008 
– under the leadership of  
George Bush, a Republican 
president. Britt’s publicist 
confirmed to The Associ-
ated Press that this was the 
story Britt was referring to.

Britt has defended her 
use of  this story, reveal-
ing in an interview with 
Fox News that she did not 
mean to give the impres-
sion that it occurred under 
Biden’s presidency. She 
justified this through her 
use of  the word “wom-
an” to describe the victim, 
contrasted by the fact that 
the abuse started when she 
was 12. However, without 
a degree of  critical think-
ing, this is not immediately 
clear to the listener. It also 
does not negate the fact 
that she very blatantly im-
plied that it occurred on 
the U.S. side of  the south-
ern border, when it did not.

Britt’s speech highlights 

something that has been 
true of  the Republican 
party throughout Biden’s 
term. Party elites are so 
concerned about regain-
ing the presidency that 
they have failed to consid-
er that they are not voice-
less – they hold a majority 
in congress and are per-
fectly capable of  creating 
and passing legislature, if  
they are willing to at least 
glance at a compromise 
with Democrats. Instead, 
as Britt’s speech shows, 
they aim to make the av-
erage American feel pow-
erless and scared – about 
their ability to buy gro-
ceries and stay safe from 
scary powers abroad that 
threaten to invade at ev-
ery corner – in the hopes 
that they will be seen as 
the saviors and their own 
failures will be ignored.

Immigration is per-
haps the clearest exam-
ple of  that. It is no secret 
that there is a crisis on the 
southern border. Migrants 
are arriving at a pace that 
immigration systems and 
agencies simply cannot 
keep up with, as the U.S. 
Government Account-

ability Office reports. But 
that could have started to 
change last month. As The 
Washington Post reports, 
Republicans and Demo-
crats spent 4 months ne-
gotiating the most strin-
gent immigration reform 
since Ronald Reagan’s 
presidency. It would have 
designated $118 billion to 
enact sweeping changes 
to asylum, increase fund-
ing for asylum officers 
and border services, and 
increase the path to legal 
immigration for some mi-
grants. It was not perfect 
– it was criticized by the 
ACLU and the Ameri-
can Immigration Council 
– but it was a step in the 
right direction, a sign that 
at least a bipartisan com-
promise could be made. 
Neither side was happy, 
which sometimes is good.

However, it soon proved 
dead-on-arrival in the Sen-
ate, as The Washington 
Post continues, not for its 
content – but because it 
was criticized by former 
President Trump, who im-
plored Republicans to kill 
the bill so that he could turn 
it into a campaign issue.

Let that sink in.
A former U.S. Presi-

dent, and his legions of  
supporters, killed a bill that 
had a chance to solve real 
problems, but because of  
their arrogance and lust 
for power it didn’t come 
to fruition. Katie Britt can 
criticize Biden from her 
kitchen all she wants, but 
her party is what stands in 
the way of  the U.S. and sol-
id immigration reform. She 
is the one who voted “nay” 
on a bill that would have 
given her what she wants. 

A major reason why 
the border is insecure 
is because agencies are 
stretched so thin. The 
Washington Post reports 
that the bill’s failure means 
that the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) now has a $700 mil-
lion budget gap – which 
they plan to solve by the 
mass release of  detainees 
from custody. If  Britt and 
her fellow Republicans are 
so worried about contin-
ued incidents of  immigrant 
terror, like the murder of  
college student Laken Ri-
ley by an illegal immigrant 
in February, another of  

Britt’s Words on Border Security Highlight 
Republican Blindness

her immigration talking 
points, then they should 
be most concerned with 
increasing funding to the 
organizations that can ac-
tually stop these incidents. 
Instead, they will inevitably 
continue to focus on scar-
ing the American people 
instead of  helping them.   

Contact Andrea at andrea.
hebel@student.shu.edu

permanent ceasefire reso-
lution at the UN Security 
Council, and demand Is-
rael end illegal settlement 
expansion in the West 
Bank. As long as these 
simple measures are not 
taken, no amount of  PR 
stunts through airdrops 
and port construction 
will meaningfully help the 
people of  Gaza. Accord-
ing to Amnesty Interna-
tional, a lasting ceasefire 
and increased crossings 
of  aid into Gaza by land 
through Israel and Egypt 
are the most effective 
ways to end the night-
mare in Gaza. As the 
specter of  famine looms 
over Gaza, President 
Biden’s inaction in the 
face of  these horrors will 
echo throughout history.  

Contact Hamzah at 
hamzah.khan@student.shu.

edu
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Neve Walker
Staff Writer

On Friday, March 1, 
Seton Hall University’s 
Undergraduate Diploma-
cy Student Association 
(UDSA) organized a trip 
where students of  Seton 
Hall had the opportunity 
to visit the United Na-
tions Institute for Dis-
armament (UNIDIR), 
where they attended the 
Cyber Stability Confer-
ence. This conference, 
hosted at the New York 
UN headquarters, had 
the theme of  “Unpacking 
Cyber Threats to Interna-
tional Peace and Security.”

Students were able to 
see various professionals 
in the cyber security field 
in action, including John 
Reyels, Head of  Cyber 
Policy Coordination Staff  
for the German Ministry 
of  Foreign Affairs; Karl 
Karlovich Tikhaze, Dep-
uty Director, Department 
of  International Informa-
tion Security of  the Rus-
sian Federation; Howie 
Wachtel, Senior Director 
UN Affairs, Microsoft; 

Jérôme Barbier, Head 
of  Outer Space, Digital, 
Economic Issues for the 
Paris Peace Forum; Ernst 
Noorman, Ambassador 
at Large for Cyber Affairs 
for the Netherlands Min-
istry of  Foreign Affairs 
among many other speak-
ers. Speakers opened the 
conference with open-
ing remarks, sharing 
what would be discussed 
and its importance. 

Despite the overall 
theme, each portion of  
the conference had its 
own topic. Session one 
asked how different types 
of  malicious cyber ac-
tivities are undermining 
national, regional, and in-
ternational security. The 
section focused on vari-
ous small-scale cyber-at-
tacks such as ransomware, 
phishing and scamming. 
This session’s speakers 
underscored the dangers 
of  the evolution of  the 
threat landscape com-
bined with our lack of  in-
novation regarding com-
batting those threats. The 
speakers aimed to discuss 
and attain a shared un-

derstanding of  the threats 
to cybersecurity and how 
those threats may impact 
the safety of  each nation.

The second session re-
ferred to how these dif-
ferent types of  malicious 
cyber activities impact the 
implementation of  the 
framework of  responsible 
state behavior, and how it 
can be enacted to change 
the ways that cyber-attacks 
impact nations by reduc-
ing the negative effects 
of  cyber-attacks and de-
creasing their likelihood. 
The framework was a key 
aspect of  this session, as 
it was mentioned by dif-

ferent speakers through-
out the conversation. The 
framework was created 
by the establishment of  
the Wassenaar Arrange-
ment and United Na-
tions resolution 70/237.  

Session three included 
a discussion on how the 
actors within the cyber 
domain have developed or 
changed throughout time, 
and what that may mean in 
the international attempt 
at mitigating cyber-threats. 
The speakers all provided 
valuable insight into not 
only the threat landscape 
and our vulnerability as ac-
tors within cyberspace, but 

also to the actors that are 
performing these attacks. 
The intermingled web 
of  actors within cyber-
space makes controlling 
and protecting what is 
contained in cyberspace 
extremely difficult, so 
this section of  the con-
ference acknowledged 
the challenges of  imple-
menting the framework 
to minimize cyber-threats. 

The last session fo-
cused on the complexity 
of  the threat actor land-
scape in the cyber domain 
and how it affects the im-
plementation of  respon-
sible state behavior. This 
session hosted a panel of  
speakers who contribut-
ed to a discussion about 
the importance of  diver-
sifying solutions as well 
as evolving already-used 
solutions that may move 
us closer to a world that 
is cyber-secure. Further-
more, these speakers 
stressed the growing field 
of  people needed to work 
on cyber security mea-
sures. Roberto Baldoni, 
a professor and former 
Director General at the 

Nation Cyber Security 
Agency of  Italy, projected 
that in 10 years, 80 mil-
lion positions will open 
regarding cyberspace. 

The conference ended 
with a reception where 
Seton Hall University stu-
dents were able to min-
gle and speak with other 
attendees of  this confer-
ence as well as to the pan-
elists. This invaluable 
opportunity allowed stu-
dents to ask any question 
they may have regarding 
the cyber-security field, as 
well as hear the insights of  
the speakers one-on-one. 

Contact Neve at 
neve.walker@student.shu.edu

SHUMUN Holds its 25th Model UN 
Conference

Patricia Salib
Staff Writer

On February 24 and 
25, over 250 high school 
students from 14 high 
schools across New Jer-
sey attended Seton Hall 
University’s annual Seton 
Hall University Model 
United Nations (SHU-
MUN) Conference. Ev-
ery year, Seton Hall’s 
Model UN Team (SHU-
NA) hosts a conference 
for high schoolers called 
SHUMUN, and this year 
celebrated the confer-
ence’s 25th anniversary 
on campus. The confer-
ence has been a main-
stay on campus for many 
years, serving as a forum 
which allows Seton Hall 
students to learn the ins 
and outs of  running a 
large campus-wide con-
ference, while providing 
high schoolers a platform 
to practice their debate 
and research skills over 
the course of  one week-
end. This year, over 40 
Seton Hall students vol-
unteered their weekend to 
support the conference. 

The conference com-
menced with an Open-
ing Ceremony, in which 

the Secretariat was intro-
duced, and a keynote ad-
dress was delivered by the 
School of  Diplomacy’s 
own Dr. Brian Muzas. His 
words shared the essence 
of  diplomacy and the 
importance of  the UN, 
encapsulated in the pow-
erful sentiment: “When 
people criticize the UN, 
I say it is better to have a 
forum where people are 
shouting at each other 
than shooting at each oth-
er.” Dr. Muzas’ message 
resonated deeply, setting 
the tone for a weekend 
of  meaningful discourse 
and collaboration.

Throughout the week-

end, participants engaged 
in a spectrum of  activities, 
including six diverse com-
mittees. There were three 
General Assembly-style 
committees that follow a 
traditional debate struc-
ture akin to the real UN 
which involves resolv-
ing real-world issues. The 
committees were Disar-
mament and International 
Security (DISEC) 2015, 
the Inter-American Com-
mission on Human Rights 
(IACHR), and the UN 
Oceans Conference. There 
were also three Crisis-style 
committees, which are 
more creative and present 
challenging problems to 

delegates requiring quick 
thinking and collabora-
tion skills.  The three Cri-
sis Committees this year 
were Star Wars: The Clone 
Wars, the Salem Witch 
Trials, and an Ad-Hoc 
Committee. Throughout 
the weekend, students 
delved into topics rang-
ing from global security 
to environmental sustain-
ability, human rights, and 
diplomacy. The committee 
sessions were not merely 
platforms for debate but 
arenas for the exchange 
of  ideas, where partici-
pants navigated complex 
issues with thoughtful-
ness and respect. They 
also had a ton of  fun!

Beyond the typical con-
ference schedule, three 
special programs enriched 
this year’s experience. The 
Delegate Dance, held on 
the first evening, provided 
a low-stakes environment 
for students to unwind and 
make friendships across 
schools. The Professional 
Development and Q&A 
Forum offered a unique 
opportunity for students 
to gain insights into their 
future college careers. Dr. 
Martin Edwards of  the 
School of  Diplomacy and 

International Relations 
delivered an illuminating 
address, shedding light on 
the world of  diplomacy. 
His words conveyed some 
of  the virtues of  servant 
leadership, a core value 
of  Seton Hall. Follow-
ing his speech, students 
engaged in an open dia-
logue, posing thoughtful 
questions, and receiving 
advice on all aspects of  
college life from stu-
dent leaders on campus.

SHUMUN XXV also 
launched a philanthropic 
partnership with SEEDS 
– Access Changes Every-
thing through the Candy 
Gram initiative. The ini-
tiative underscored SHU-
MUN’s commitment to 
giving back. SEEDS- Ac-
cess Changes Everything, 
is a local nonprofit ded-
icated to providing ed-
ucational opportunities 
to students from under-
served communities. The 
conference raised over 
$600 for the organization 
as a gesture of  solidarity 
and support that echoed 
the spirit of  compassion 
and education central to 
SHUMUN’s mission. 

Behind the scenes, 
SHUMUN XXV bore 

witness to months of  dili-
gent effort and unwavering 
dedication. Secretary-Gen-
eral Hamzah Khan, along-
side Secretariat members, 
staffers, chairs, and crisis 
directors, worked tirelessly 
for ten months to make it all 
happen. COVID-19 threat-
ened the conference, leav-
ing it at risk of  dying out. 
It was first brought back 
in-person for last year’s 
SHUMUN XXIV in 2023, 
but the conference faced 
many logistical hurdles due 
to the loss of  institution-
al memory. The success 
of  this year’s conference 
was profound. SHUMUN 
XXV is a testament to the 
power of  hard work, per-
severance, and the endur-
ing legacy of  diplomacy. 

Contact Patricia at patricia.
salib@student.shu.edu

SHUNA members pose following SHUMUN Conference.
Courtesy of  Patricia Salib

Seton Hall’s UDSA visited UN headquarters to attend the Cyber 
Stability Conference. 
Courtesy of  United Nations Photo(flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0 
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Nestled within the halls 
of  Seton Hall University’s 
Walsh Library is a treasure 
trove of  historical artifacts 
and documents that speak 
volumes about the institu-
tion’s rich legacy. As an un-
dergraduate student intern 
at the Monsignor William 
Noé Field Archives & Spe-
cial Collections Center, I’ve 
had the privilege of  engag-
ing with this repository of  
memories, unraveling narra-
tives from previous eras, and 
engaging in the meticulous 
craft of  preserving history.

This past semester, I have 
been working under the 
guidance of  Quinn Chris-
tie, Seton Hall University’s 
Public Services Archivist, 
whose expertise and men-
torship have been invalu-
able throughout this immer-
sive experience. Most of  my 
time has been spent diving 
into the Seton Hall Photo-
graphs Collection, where I 
have been able to grasp a 
variety of  archival manage-
ment and preservation skills. 

The goal of  the Msgr. 
Noe Field Archives is to 
preserve and collect mate-
rials relating to Seton Hall’s 

history, ensuring that the 
Seton Hall community 
and public have access 
to those resources. The 
Archives and the Walsh 
Library host events to 
display archive resourc-
es, including explorations 
of  the past of  the school 
like presentations of  pre-
served art relating to the 
history of  Seton Hall and 
its larger community in the 

Walsh Gallery. The archive 
also recently document-
ed the 100th anniversary 
of  The Setonian, Seton 
Hall University’s official 
undergraduate newspa-
per, by digitizing early edi-

tions of  The Setonian for 
increased public access. 

At the heart of  my in-
ternship lies the hands-on 
process of  rehousing and 
processing photographs, 
a task that has not only 
honed my organization-
al skills but has also pro-
vided me with unique 
insights into Seton Hall’s 
storied past. From captur-
ing the fervor of  student 

protests in the tumultu-
ous late 1960s to stum-
bling upon snapshots 
of  historical documents, 
including a congratulato-
ry letter from President 
Dwight Eisenhower to 

Seton Hall on its 100th an-
niversary, each photograph 
serves as a window into a 
distinct moment in time.

I have also had the op-
portunity to perform tran-
scription work, a process 
which allows greater public 
accessibility to our digi-
tized documents. The par-
ticular project I have been 
focusing upon involves 
transcribing the diary of  

a Seton Hall student from 
1873, offering a firsthand 
account of  life during that 
era from the direct private 
words of  a student, in-
stead of  public opinions. 

Many people tend to 

view history as something 
distant and irrelevant to 
our lives today. Howev-
er, my experience in the 
archives has shown me 
just how important it is 
to preserve history, even 
the smaller, more per-
sonal stories. Every per-
son’s life contributes to 
a larger narrative, and it’s 
fascinating to see how 
individuals’ experiences 
have shaped the history 
of  Seton Hall University.

Beyond the opportu-
nity to access tangible ar-
tifacts from Seton Hall’s 
rich history, my internship 
has equipped me with a 
comprehensive under-
standing of  the field of  
archival curation, from 
metadata description to 
digitization techniques. 
My experience within 
the Msgr. Noe Field Ar-
chives has strengthened 
my passion for public 
history, reinforcing to 
me the importance of  
disseminating historical 
knowledge to broader 
audiences than may have 
previously been possible. 

As I reflect on my in-
ternship experience thus 
far, I am filled with grat-
itude for the opportunity 

to work alongside many 
skilled archivists. Each 
day brings new insights, 
new challenges, and new 
connections to the past, 
reaffirming my passion 
for historical preserva-
tion and scholarly inqui-
ry. In the archives of  Se-
ton Hall University, I’ve 
found not just a place of  
work, but a community 
of  dedicated individuals 
united by a common pur-
pose: to safeguard the past 
for future generations.

Contact Ahley at 
ashley.skladany@student.

shu.edu
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March Edition Crossword

Across
3. Peruvian arms bust linked to assassination of  former president 
of  this South American country.
4. Street name of  de facto Haitian leader.
8. This doctor delivered the keynote address to SHUNA’s 25th 
annual MUN Conference.
10. This condition may cause mass deaths in Gaza as famine levels 
rise.
13. Featured band at Crocus City Hall the night of  fatal attack.
14. This controversial Senator received much criticism for using a 
tragic story in campaign against Biden-era immigration policy.
18. Former Honduran president Hernandez has been accused of  
conspiring with this infamous drug lord, among others.
20. The most recent nation to join the North Atlantic Trade Orga-
nization.
21. This is the team principal of  Formula 1 racing’s most domi-
nant team.

Down
1. President of  Sudan ousted in 2018 coup.
2. Last name of  Stabucks CEO.
5. Iraeli Ambassador to the United Nations.
6. This rebel group maintains control over much of  Ye-
men, acting as a de facto government.
7. This is one financial services company that supports 
payment processing for small and chain businesses.
9. Seton Hall’s UDSA visited this institute to explore 
Cyber Stability.
11. It is traditional to announce a ceasefire during this 
international event as a sign of  goodwill.
12. The Department of  Defense wants to tackle this field 
in the 2025 Fiscal Year.
15. President Biden is balancing this many major foreign 
policy crises.
16. Staff  writer Ashley Skladany interned here.
17. France has just enshrined this right into law.
19. This generation is one of  the major proponents of  
‘Girl Math’
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