Senate IT meeting report from 11/06/2025 
Senate IT Committee Report
The Senate IT Committee met on Nov 06, 2025, at 2pm via Teams. Present were: Sina Shokoohyar (Co-Chair), Bert Wachsmuth (Co-Chair), Moira E Kendra, Michael Murphy, Dongdong Chen, Natalie Lau, Jason Hemann, Lauren B McFadden, Leslie A Rippon, Leslie Bunnage, Jose L Lopez, Axel Marc Oaks Takacs, as well as Michael A Soupios, Director of Digital Media and Web Development, and Mary Balkun.
Note: this report, as well as other information, can be found at http://blogs.shu.edu/senateit
PageUp Hiring Portal: We previously discussed some problems with the new hiring portal that makes it awkward to use. This issue will be resolved soon via a software update. We will be informed when the software is updated.
Academic software evaluator: We were thinking about offering a “software evaluation” service to TLTC that can be requested to check out new software to avoid problems such as with the hiring portal. Details are to be worked out with TLTC.
Faculty Innovation Grants: There are two types of grants: Exploratory (up to $2,500 for small pilots) and Innovation (up to $7,500 for high-impact projects with broad application). Proposals aligned with one or more of the University’s five Strategic Pillars will receive priority consideration. Proposals may receive partial or full amount. Depending on the number of submissions and the types of proposals, about 9 proposals are expected to be funded. Awards will be announced November 17, 2025. Check https://www.shu.edu/technology/faculty-innovation-grants.html for more information. Sina Shokoohya and Leslie Rippon from our committee have volunteered to be part of the FIG selection committee.
MISO Faculty survey: Mr. Soupios reminded us that a MISO (Measuring Information Service Outcomes) survey recently went out to measure the satisfaction of faculty with the offerings of IT. This survey was used instead of our usual Faculty and Student IT surveys that we used to conduct every 2 years. Data from this survey will be comparable across institutions. In the future, however, TLTC will return to its own surveys. Slides and executive summary available online at https://blogs.shu.ed/senateit
AI Faculty Survey: Mary Balkun then introduced the result of the survey she conducted with the TLTC to better plan her “birds of a feather” series on AI attitudes of faculty. Since that survey contains the only currently available information about our own faculty’s attitude and experience with AI, our group was very interested in the results. 58 of our own faculty participated in the survey. In short: our faculty community remains divided: most are cautious, emphasizing the protection of critical thinking and academic integrity, while a smaller group explores responsible AI integration. A shared priority is to establish supportive, transparent, and flexible university-wide policies. This is also supported by the MISO survey: Faculty and students are split: many want more AI tools and training, while others express concern or resistance, especially in humanities and writing.
AI Policy: The Provost is interested in putting together a group of people from Seton Hall to discuss Seton Hall’s response to AI. We very much hope that this group will include members of our committee, as elected representatives of the faculty in all IT matters.
The meeting was adjourned at 3pm. If you have comments, edits, or additions - please let me know (or post them directly on our web site).

Respectfully submitted,  
   Bert Wachsmuth
