Faculty Senate IT Committee Meeting Minutes

Date: October 9, 2025
Time: 2:00 PM – 3:06 PM
Chair: Sina Shokoohyar, and Bert Wachsmuth
Attendees: Sina Shokoohyar, Bert Wachsmuth, Michael A Soupios, Moira E Kendra, Paul E Fisher, Dongdong Chen, Leslie A Rippon, Michael Murphy, Lauren B McFadden, Jose L Lopez, Axel Marc Oaks Takacs, Leslie Bunnage
1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM by Dr. Sina Shokoohyar. 
2. Announcements
a. IT Committee Website
- The Senate Executive Committee (EC) did not approve the IT Committee website.
- Members discussed clarifying EC concerns and exploring alternative solutions.
b. Faculty Innovation Grants (FIG) – Call for Proposals (AY 2025–26)
- Michael Soupios presented updates:
  • FIG supports innovative faculty projects integrating technology and pedagogy.
  • Applications due October 24, 2025; awards by November 17, 2025.
 • The IT Committee may form a subcommittee to assist with evaluations.
c. CFD Talks on AI
- CFD will host AI-focused talks and workshops. The next AI Birds-of-a-Feather session will be on Nov. 7, 10-10:45, in Teams
- Dr. Mary M Balkun is expected to attend next meeting to present AI Survey results.
3. HPC (High-Performance Computing) Facility Discussion
Dr. Jose Lopez presented on the need for HPC capabilities for faculty in physics, computer science, and related disciplines.
- Options include on-premises, AWS cloud, or hybrid systems.
- Dr. Fisher clarified no HPC purchase approved yet; cloud remains most cost-effective.
- University allocating funds to support cloud HPC and hiring a Research Computing Specialist.
- Emphasis on alignment with the university’s strategic plan for research computing.
4. Odds & Ends (Submitted by Dr. Jason Hemann, and presented by Dr. Sina Shokoohyar)
a. Email Policy on ZIP Attachments
- ZIP attachments blocked due to cybersecurity risks; recommend using OneDrive or Box.
b. Emails Without Subject Lines
- Automatically rejected to prevent spam; inserting default headers not supported.
c. Macs for CSAS Majors/Minors
- Hardware standardization (Windows PCs) recommended for consistency and support.
- Noted that Microsoft 365 Web resolves most cross-platform issues.
d. PageUp Hiring Portal Configuration
- Faculty raised concern about automatic routing of recommendation letters.
- Dr. Fisher recommend to follow up with HR (Joy Hayward) for potential improvements.
5. AI as a Tool: Policies, Use, and Institutional Strategy
Discussion on AI integration in teaching, research, and learning.
- Need for institutional guidance and resource access.
- Some AI tools perform slowly on student laptops; suggestion for cloud-based AI access.
- Explore institutional licenses (e.g., Tableau AI, Microsoft Copilot, GitHub AI).
- AI Academy, TLTC, and IT Services to collaborate on requirements and funding.
6. New Business
No new business was introduced.
7. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM. 
Next meeting on 11/6/2025 at 2:00 PM, expected to include CFD AI Survey presentation by Dr. Mary M Balkun.
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