


Emblems of Empathy
Ribbons of blue and white — on fences, buildings and lapels — symbolized
the outpouring of sympathetic support at Seton Hall University following
the Boland Hall fire on January 19.
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In Tragedy’s Aftermath,
a Community’s Bonds Deepen       

“Over the coming months and years, we will reflect on
many things as we try to let the Lord fill our loss with
love,” noted Monsignor Robert Sheeran ’67 at the Service
of Remembrance and Hope, eight days after the Boland
Hall fire. On these pages, members of the University 
family express their thoughts on coming to terms with 
the tragedy and restoring the learning environment.
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General Colin L. Powell, U.S.A. (Ret.), former Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, congratulates Monsignor Robert Sheeran ’67, University
president, at a breakfast honoring Seton Hall University for receiving the

EDUCAUSE Award for Excellence in Campus Networking in October 1999.
Powell presented a keynote address at EDUCAUSE ’99.

The annual award recognizes one college or university for successful, insti-
tution-wide networking initiatives that evolve out of a comprehensive planning
process closely linked to the mission and vision of the institution. EDUCAUSE,
an international nonprofit association, examines how technology is used
to empower faculty, students and administrators, bringing new information
resources within reach of all campus constituencies and the wider community.
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Newsworthy

The sound of tolling bells
has been heard on Seton
Hall University’s campus

since its founding in 1856.
Although the melody has
changed over the years, the
sentiment remains the same.
The year 2000 is a time to
reflect on this tradition and
bring the campus together.
That reflection took place on
April 26 with the dedication
of a new bell tower in front of
Kozlowski Hall.

“A strong sense of history
surrounds the music of tolling
bells in the Catholic Church,”
says Monsignor Robert Sheeran
’67, University president. “As
bells toll, their music calls peo-
ple to come together as a com-
munity, to pray, to reflect and
to unite. When the bells on our
new tower toll at Seton Hall,
we will join together as a com-
munity bound in faith.”

Standing 37-feet high, the
bell tower is adorned with a
seven-foot crucifix. The bell
tower is a gift from an anony-
mous donor and the crucifix is
a gift from Seton Hall’s Priest
Community.

“One of the goals of Seton
Hall’s mission is to strengthen
the Catholic identity of the
University,” says Reverend
James M. Cafone ’61/M.A. ’67,
S.T.D., assistant professor of
religious studies and minister
to the Priest Community.

“This crucifix, hanging high
over our campus, will give elo-
quent testimony to our Catholic
mission. It will serve as a daily
reminder of our Christian com-
mitment to students, faculty
and staff. It is only fitting that
the Priest Community be a vital
part of this prominent object of
religious devotion on campus.”

The bell tower incorporates
traditional and contemporary

architectural design and fea-
tures three bells. One is from
Immaculate Conception Semi-
nary when it was located in
Darlington, one is from Bayley
Hall and one is a new bell, the
Boland Hall Jubilee bell.

“There is a sense of excite-
ment that surrounds the sound
of real bells tolling,” says
Monsignor William C. Harms
’61, M.Div. ’75/M.A. ’77,
D.Min., vice president for plan-
ning. “Ringing bells will serve
to further unify the campus,
calling people together to
reflect at the same time, on our
common ground that is Seton
Hall. The impact of this call
will be heard for many, many
years to come.”

Coming together as a com-
munity at Seton Hall is even
more important than ever. Long
before the Boland Hall fire on
January 19, a University bene-
factor made a commitment to
build the bell tower. After the
fire, she suggested it be dedi-
cated to the memory of the
students who perished. Three
plaques, one for each of the
freshmen — Frank Caltabilota,
John Giunta and Aaron Karol —
are affixed to the tower.
Another plaque, states, in part:
“This bell tower stands in testi-
mony to our faith in the eternal
life of our students who per-
ished in the Boland Hall fire
on 19 January 2000….”

Monsignor Harms adds,
“Hearing the bells, all
together, at the same time will
remind all of us of the glory
of the eternal life that is ours
beyond our time here on earth.
The call of the bells will serve
to unify and bring our Seton
Hall family closer together
now and in the future.”

New bell tower dedicated

Update on fire code compliance

Seton Hall University has corrected nearly all of the fire code violations found in
its 39 buildings (approximately 2.5 million square feet) on the 56-acre campus
in South Orange. The state expects that the University will be in full compliance

with fire codes after residence hall sprinklers are installed in August.
On March 1, New Jersey’s Department of Community Affairs (DCA) released

information regarding its inspection of the University in February following the tragic
fire in Boland Hall that killed three Seton Hall freshmen and injured 58 others.

On March 14, a list of fire violations by location and status was released. Of
the 828 violations listed in the DCA report, 698 had been fixed. Ninety-eight viola-
tions were appealed. The University was given an extension to address 29 violations,
which will ultimately be negated by new and expanded sprinkler systems. Variances
were sought in regard to three violations.

The DCA categorizes three types of violations: imminent hazard, retrofit and
general maintenance. The February inspection resulted in an average of 22 violations
per building, none of which were classified as imminent hazard. DCA officials told
the University that violations were “typical” of colleges and universities.

Prior to the DCA’s final report, the University had already corrected more
than one-half of the violations that appeared in the report. The violations that
were abated required maintenance work; the violations that were classified
as retrofit will be abated with the installation and/or expansion of sprinkler
systems in all Seton Hall residence halls by the beginning of the Fall 2000
semester, according to DCA officials.
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Aprestigious publication has
recognized two aspects of
Seton Hall University’s

leadership in the field of stu-
dent character development.
The Templeton Guide: Colleges
that Encourage Character Devel-
opment — distributed nationally
to prospective college students,
parents and educators —
contains profiles on
exemplary programs
in 10 categories,
representing the
best practices
in the field of
character
development
during the
college years.

Seton Hall
is profiled in the
Volunteer Services
Program category for its Insti-
tute for Service Learning.
Service learning is a teaching
approach that incorporates
experiential learning (experi-
ence gained in the community
to enhance the work of the
class) with academic course-
work. The institute was created
in 1997 to support a wide range
of service learning opportunities
for students. It develops and
conducts seminars that intro-
duce faculty to the field’s theory
and practice, and it forms part-
nerships with community lead-
ers to establish service learning

venues and nonprofit manage-
ment relationships.

The Templeton Guide also
highlights activities of the Non-
profit Sector Resource Institute
of New Jersey, a project of the
Center for Public Service at
Seton Hall.

The inclusion of these
two institutes in The Templeton

Guide is an important
milestone for Seton

Hall, according
to Monsignor
Robert Sheeran
’67, University
president. “As
a Catholic uni-
versity, Seton
Hall has been

committed to
character building

and public service
since 1856,” he says. “It is
extremely gratifying to be
recognized for these efforts
by a publication as well-
known and well-regarded as
The Templeton Guide.”

Approximately 300 public
and private colleges in the
United States are included
in The Templeton Guide. The
programs it highlights are
chosen through a highly selec-
tive process that considers
clarity of vision; resources;
involvement of college and
university leaders; and the
impact on students, faculty
and the campus community.

A leader in encouraging character development

Many Are One gala honors Robert E. Baldini ’53

In recognition of the diverse achievements and common bond
of excellence among Seton Hall University graduates, the
Alumni Association celebrated the

15th annual Many Are One Alumni
Awards Gala on April 29.

For his lifetime achievement and
his outstanding commitment to the
University, Robert E. Baldini ’53 was
presented with the Alumni
Association’s highest honor — the
Many Are One Most Distinguished
Alumnus Award. The evening featured
General Colin L. Powell, U.S.A. (Ret.),
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, as the keynote speaker.

Baldini has served on the Seton
Hall Board of Regents since 1995.
As a student at Seton Hall, he
received an award for academic
achievement from the Order of the
Cross and Crescent (the student honor society) and the Marketing
Medal from the School of Business. A member of the men’s soc-
cer team for four years, Baldini went on to earn an M.B.A. from
New York University in 1957.

His outstanding professional achievements span more than
47 years in the pharmaceutical industry, including top executive
positions with Key Pharmaceuticals, Ciba-Geigy and Pfizer &
Company. Currently Baldini is vice chairman and chief sales and
marketing officer of Kos Pharmaceuticals, as well as vice chairman
of Ascent Pediatrics. He serves on the board of directors of Pharma
Connect and is dedicated to several philanthropic endeavors,
including the Arthritis Foundation and Covenant House.

Other honorees at the 15th annual Many Are One Alumni
Awards Gala included:

Robert E. Baldini ’53

Humanitarian Award

Alfred W. Martinelli ’51

Alumni Association
Service Award

Phillip Thigpen ’51

2000 Alumni Service Awards

Monsignor Robert E. Duffy ’44
Immaculate Conception Seminary

School of Theology

Vivian Evangel ’76
College of Education and

Human Services

Deborah A. Gabry, J.D. ’89
School of Law

Michele Lamphier ’93/M.A. ’95
Young Alumni

Stephen A. Lovelette, M.B.A.
’85

Stillman School of Business

Patricia P. Murphy ’74/M.S.N.
’79

College of Nursing

Jason M. Wooden ’89
College of Arts and Sciences



Growing up in Richmond,
Virginia, Lonnie Athens
witnessed gun battles and

knifings, suffered through a war
zone at home and had a case of
hysterical paralysis from the
horrors he experienced.

The intervention of several
people — his kindly, maternal
grandfather, a wise priest, a
lifelong friend — along with his
eventual study of criminology
kept him from embarking on a
life of crime. Instead, Athens
earned his doctorate in crimi-
nology from the University of
California at Berkeley and is
now an associate professor of
criminal justice at Seton Hall
University.

As a criminologist, Athens
has discovered something that
generations of social scientists
had seen only piecemeal: “the
malevolent logic of violent
acts,” according to a no-holds-
barred book that profiles his life
and pioneering work.

Since its September 1999
publication, Why They Kill:
Discoveries of a Maverick
Criminologist (Alfred Knopf &
Co.) has received critical
acclaim in more than 30 news-
papers and periodicals, includ-
ing The New York Times. Its
author, Richard Rhodes, a
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer
who has published 17 books,
also has discussed Athens’
work on television and radio.

The publicity has made the
Seton Hall faculty member
one of America’s most famous
criminologists.

Why They Kill probes how
Athens developed his theory
on the four stages of “violenti-
zation.” Rhodes writes about
how Athens has drawn upon
his interviews with dangerous
criminals in prison, plus the
historical evidence, to explain
why Mike Tyson, Lee Harvey
Oswald and others resorted to
violence.

“Violentization,” according
to Athens, begins when a young
person experiences brutaliza-
tion at the hands of an authority
figure and learns to use similar
methods to settle disputes. The
next two stages — belligerency
and violent performances —
lead to virulency, or using vio-
lent acts to deal with people
and hanging out with others
who do likewise.

Athens remembers his first
meeting with Rhodes, in
a New York restaurant in 1997.
Rhodes told Athens he’d stud-
ied his work, agreed with his
theories and wanted to write
a book about him. Athens
recalls, “I thought all he
wanted was some free consult-
ing for a book proposal. I never
expected in my wildest dreams
that he would want me to be
the subject.”
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New book explores the roots of violent crime

Monsignor Robert Sheeran,
Seton Hall University
president, appointed Mel

J. Shay, Ed.D., acting Univer-
sity provost, effective June 1.
Shay has served as dean of the
College of Education and
Human Services (CEHS) since
January 1999. Prior to being
dean, he was associate dean of
CEHS.

Shay has been responsible
for the College’s budget devel-
opment and management, fac-
ulty recruitment and
development, external affairs,
and grants and funding activi-
ties. Under his leadership, the
College was able successfully to
seek its first national program
accreditation in several years,
and with the assistance of the
faculty of the Ph.D. program in
counseling psychology, CEHS
has achieved a seven-year
accreditation from the American
Psychological Association.
Progress is being made on sig-
nificant additional qualitative
benchmarks toward the accredi-
tation of the College’s marriage
and family therapy programs
and school-based programs.

Two prominent Catholic
Service programs that started
under Shay’s tenure as dean are
the Catholic leadership master’s
program and the new Catholic
teacher preparation program,

Shay appointed acting University provost

Education Partners in Catholic
Schools (EPICS). New
programs also have been
approved in early childhood
teacher certification and sports
psychology. Creative program-
ming to capture the interest in
health education and wellness
also are under development.

While associate dean, a post
Shay held for four and a half
years, he was responsible for
oversight of three departments:
Educational Studies, Educa-
tional Administration, and Pro-
fessional Psychology and
Family Therapy.

Shay has an Ed.D. in Educa-
tional Administration and Eco-
nomics of Education from
Teachers College, Columbia
University. He also holds an
Ed.S. certificate in Educational
Administration from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin. At St.
Cloud State College, he earned
an M.S. in Educational Admin-
istration and a B.S. in
English/Social Science.

An active member of the
Seton Hall community for 20
years, Shay has served on
numerous committees, includ-
ing as president of the Faculty
Governance Association, chair
of the University Distance Edu-
cation Committee and member
of the Virtual University Task
Force and the Institutional
Image Task Force.

Mel J. Shay, Ed.D.
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Seton Hall’s College of Edu-
cation and Human Services
(CEHS) has been awarded

a three-year, million-dollar U.S.
Department of Education grant
for Project SHURE (Seton
Hall University Revitalizing
Education). Project SHURE
trains prospective teachers to
use technology in the classroom
and also funds training for fac-
ulty to integrate technology into
the curriculum.

The grant is part of the Clin-
ton administration’s educational
technology initiative, which has
four goals: increasing the num-
ber of multimedia computers in
the classroom; encouraging the
development of high-quality
educational software; training
teachers to use technology
effectively; and connecting
every classroom to the Internet.
The grant also is part of the
Department of Education’s
Technology Literacy Challenge,
which aims to make modern
technologies available to every
student in the United States,
by providing teachers with the
education and support they
need to use these new tech-
nologies for improved teach-
ing and learning.

The nationwide grants
are geared to helping teachers
close the “digital divide”
between poorer schools and
their wealthier counterparts,
which tend to have better
access to technology in the
classroom.

Colorful quilts created by Seton
Hall graduate students will pro-
vide warmth, comfort and sensory

stimulation for children with AIDS and
other high-risk conditions at UMDNJ-
University Hospital in Newark. The crib-
sized quilts are patterned with whimsical
flowers, cheerful toys and endearing
animals, ranging from a heart that says
“Somebody Loves You” to a cow jump-
ing over the moon.

Students in the media lab of the
School of Graduate Medical Educa-
tion’s Master of Science in Occupa-
tional Therapy (OT) program created
the quilts. The project focuses on the
importance of going beyond prepara-
tion for individual practice by
addressing community issues.

The students’ creativity was the
culmination of a course emphasizing the
purposeful activity of interventions, such
as sewing projects, to achieve functional
outcomes for OT patients. Class
members produced quilt squares and
sewed them together to create mean-
ingful, symbolic gifts for the infants.

The Seton Hall OT master’s
program is the first such graduate
program in New Jersey to be accred-
ited by the Accreditation Council for
Occupational Therapy Education
(ACOTE), the national accrediting body.

Graduates of an accredited OT pro-
gram can be admitted to the profession’s
examination by the National Board for
Certification of Occupational Therapy.
Upon successful completion of the
exam, graduates are permitted to practice
as occupational therapists. The
three-year, full-time program enrolls
75 students; its first graduates complete
their studies in May.

For more information, contact the
School of Graduate Medical Education,
(973) 275-2800, or
gradmeded@shu.edu

OT master’s program
reaches out to
high-risk infants

Million-dollar grant prepares future teachers to close the “digital divide”

“Our goal is to prepare
technology-proficient teachers
for the 21st century,” says
Rosemary Skeele, Ed.D., asso-
ciate professor of education
and director of programs in
instructional design and tech-
nology. Skeele wrote the grant
proposal and serves as director
of Project SHURE.

Through the project, which
began in September 1999,
Seton Hall partners with and
benefits from the resources of
five technology-rich sites: three
urban, low-income schools;
one private special education
school; and a state-funded
science center. The five part-
nerships are with:

� Camden Middle Model
Technology School, Newark;

� Jackson Academy Technol-
ogy Magnet School,
East Orange;

� Vailsburg Middle School,
Newark;

� Lakeview School of
the Middlesex County
Cerebral Palsy Association,
Edison; and

� Liberty Science Center,
Jersey City.

The five strategic partners
were selected as off-campus
training sites because they
are located in low-income areas
and make extensive use of
technology. All have computer

labs, computers in the class-
room and Internet access. Each
of the organizations already
has a special relationship with
the preservice teacher program
at CEHS.

These partner sites will
provide technology-rich learn-
ing experiences to immerse
prospective teachers and Seton
Hall faculty in effective uses of
technology to improve teaching
and learning through joint
learning activities.

“Our students and faculty
will be learning about technol-
ogy and then seeing how to
use it in real-life classroom
settings,” says Mel J. Shay,
Ed.D., newly appointed acting
University provost, who most
recently served as dean of
the College of Education and
Human Services. “This project
fits perfectly with the Univer-
sity’s mission of training servant
leaders to be successful lifelong
learners and teachers.”

Skeele adds, “Future teach-
ers will prepare the rest of the
world — thousands of students
in each teacher’s lifetime — to
function in a world of technol-
ogy. Other professionals don’t
have the opportunity to meet
and change the lives of as many
people as teachers do.”

More information on Seton
Hall’s Department of Educa-
tion educational technology
grants is available online at
www.ed.gov/teachtech/



After leading Seton
Hall University
through a 10-year

period of unprecedented
growth, change and excel-
lence, Very Reverend
Thomas R. Peterson, O.P,
will retire from his position
as University chancellor,
effective June 30.

Father Peterson, who was
named the 19th president
of Seton Hall and its second
chancellor in June 1990,
plans to return to Providence
College, where he will
reside with brother priests
of the Dominican Order and
resume a teaching role as
a professor of philosophy.
His retirement coincides
with the completion of
his second five-year term
of appointment at the
University.

“Serving Seton Hall
University and the Archdio-
cese of Newark has been a
blessing and a gift,” Father
Peterson says. “As a commu-
nity, we have been able to
achieve much in the past
10 years. The University
has never been more vibrant
than it is today. My decision
to retire was made easy by
Seton Hall’s stability and
its bright future.”

Beginning in 1990, Father
Peterson held the dual roles
of president and chancellor
until January 1996, when
the University’s Board of
Regents divided the chief
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Focus on Administration

A Tribute to 10 Years of Leadership

Walsh Library opened in the
spring of 1994. Father Peterson
was involved in the planning,
construction and fund-raising
for this building, which is
nearly three times the size of its
predecessor, McLaughlin Library.

“The University has
never been more
vibrant than it is
today. My decision 
to retire was made
easy by Seton Hall’s
stability and its
bright future.”

— Very Reverend 
Thomas R. Peterson, O.P.

Chancellor of 
Seton Hall University



executive duties into two
positions. Monsignor Robert
Sheeran ’67, who was named
president of the University
at that time, has been
responsible for the day-to-
day operations of the 144-
year-old diocesan university.
Since 1996, Father Peterson
has served solely as chancel-
lor, responsible for managing
Seton Hall’s relationships
with key groups, including
alumni, higher education
organizations and govern-
ment agencies.

“Father Peterson has 
led Seton Hall University
with a singular devotion,”
Monsignor Sheeran says.
“We are all indebted to his
remarkable record of gentle
service and constant concern
for each person in our com-
munity. We will all sorely
miss his wonderful pastoral
presence and his words,
which have never ceased 
to inspire us all.”

Father Peterson’s
achievements at Seton
Hall are myriad. Under his
leadership, the University
successfully completed its
largest fund-raising cam-
paign, the $115 million
Seton Hall Campaign
(1995). Providing vital lead-
ership to that fund-raising
effort, Father Peterson
helped catapult the Uni-
versity into the top level 
of Catholic colleges and
universities as one of only
five Catholic universities
to surpass $100 million in 
a capital campaign.

His leadership also
brought significant changes
to the Seton Hall physical
plant, beginning with the
completion of the new
School of Law building in
Newark. A lasting testimony
to his accomplishments at
Seton Hall was overseeing

the planning, construction
and fund-raising for the
$20 million Walsh Library,
known as the “Jewel of
the Campus.” Opened in
1994, this modern facility
has had an impact through-
out the South Orange 
campus: Library usage 
has doubled, and the
library’s information 
technology capabilities
continue to expand.

Seton Hall Board of
Regents Chairman Frank E.
Walsh says Father Peterson’s
effect is nothing short of
transformational. “When he
came to Seton Hall, the 
University was poised for 
a giant step forward. Father
Peterson gave us the vision
and courage to transform the
institution. We are all deeply
indebted to him for his
devotion and dedication to
Seton Hall and to Catholic
higher education.”

Father Peterson’s most
recent endeavor on behalf 
of Seton Hall was manag-
ing the planning, design,
fund-raising and start-up
construction for the 
$18 million Kozlowski Hall.
This six-story academic
building, which opened in
1997, remedied a long-time
shortage of faculty office
space. It also provides
undergraduate and graduate
students with state-of-the-
art classrooms, wired for
computer use.

Most Reverend Theodore
E. McCarrick, Archbishop of
Newark, who named Father
Peterson chancellor in 1990,
credited Father Peterson
with producing world-class
students in a world-class
Catholic institution.
“Throughout his career 
as an educator and mentor,
Father Peterson has been 
an extraordinary personal
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Father Peterson was inaugurated as the second chancellor and 19th
president of the University on October 13, 1990, during University Day
festivities. The Most Reverend Theodore E. McCarrick, Archbishop of
Newark (left), presented Father Peterson with the symbols of his new
office: the Chancellor’s Medallion and the University’s seal. 

One of Father Peterson’s favorite activities was the annual “Deck the Halls”
Christmas party sponsored by the Boys and Girls Clubs of Newark.

Students were drawn to Father Peterson throughout his years at Seton
Hall. While chancellor, he taught ethics classes. “Teaching ethics not
only keeps me in touch with students, but it helps me to foster their
thinking about the ethical questions they will encounter in day-to-day
living,” he observed in 1990.



example of the very best in
Catholic education,” Arch-
bishop McCarrick says.
“His wisdom and his per-
sonal warmth have been 
a beacon of light and a fire
of charity to so very many
of us here in New Jersey, 
of every race and faith. His
contributions to Seton Hall
University, to the Church 
of Newark and to all of us
will never be forgotten.”

Beyond the gates of the
University, Father Peterson
represents Seton Hall on
numerous boards and 
commissions. Recently, he
served as chairman of the
board of the Association of
Independent Colleges and
Universities of New Jersey
and on the executive com-
mittee of New Jersey’s 
Presidents’ Council. For the
Independent College Fund
of New Jersey, he is a mem-
ber of the board of trustees
and secretary of the execu-
tive committee.

A role model of commu-
nity involvement to Seton
Hall students, Father
Peterson continuously
shares his leadership with
organizations in New Jersey
and beyond. He serves on
the New Jersey National
Conference (National 
Conference for Community
and Justice, formerly the
National Conference of
Christians and Jews), the
Boy Scouts of America
(North East Region), the
United Way of Essex and
West Hudson, the New 
Jersey-Israel Commission
and the New Community
Corporation in Newark. He
represents higher education
on the (New Jersey) Gover-
nor’s Conference for Alcohol
and Drug Abuse. He also
lends his expertise to the
National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) and
has chaired three NCAA 
certification commissions. 

In addition to his admin-
istrative expertise, Father
Peterson often is a hands-on
volunteer, including a
long-term commitment 
to teaching an entry-level
college philosophy course
to inner-city residents,
through the New Commu-
nity Corporation.

Father Peterson’s contri-
butions to the community
and higher education are

of the buildings on newly
acquired property were fully
renovated. In recognition of
his accomplishments there,
Providence awarded Father
Peterson its Veritas Medal,
the college’s highest honor. 

After stepping down
from the Providence presi-
dency, Father Peterson was
invited to spend a sabbati-
cal year (1985) as a Scholar-
in-Residence at Seton Hall.

A respected scholar in the
area of Eastern philosophy,
Father Peterson has traveled
extensively in Europe,
Africa, the Middle East and
Asia. During a trip to China,
he was invited by Wuhan
University to give a series of
lectures on “A Comparison
of Eastern and Western Phi-
losophy” and on higher edu-
cation administration in the
United States.

Born in Newark, Father
Peterson grew up in the
Vailsburg section and
attended St. Antoninus
Grammar School and 
St. Benedict’s Preparatory
School. He received an A.B.
degree from Providence 
in 1951 and was ordained 
to the priesthood in the
Dominican Order in 1956.
He earned two doctoral
degrees, one in philosophy
and another in theology, 
and has been awarded 10
honorary degrees.

widely acknowledged. He
was awarded the Pro Ecclesia
et Pontifice medal by the
Bishop of Providence for
service to that diocese. Since
assuming his post at Seton
Hall, he has received the
Benemerenti Medal, a Papal
award presented by the
Archbishop of Newark in
recognition of service to the
Archdiocese. He also was
honored with the Bishop
John Dougherty Award for
Outstanding Leadership by
EIES of New Jersey, the
prestigious Medal of St.
Benedict by St. Benedict’s
Preparatory School and 
the Humanitarian Award
from the New Community
Corporation.

Seton Hall was Father
Peterson’s second presidency.
He was elected president of
Providence College in 1968
and served in that post for 
14 years. During his tenure
as president of Providence,
the college changed from 
an all-male to a coed institu-
tion. Earlier, as dean of the
college, he helped develop 
a new curriculum that
included an innovative,
team-taught Western Civi-
lization program, now one of
the hallmarks of Providence.
Also under Father Peterson’s
leadership, the Providence
campus was increased by
one-third, four new buildings
were constructed and eight
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In a ceremony in the Kozlowski Rotunda of the Walsh Library, Father
Peterson holds a significant book from the University’s collection as
Archbishop McCarrick looks on. Walsh Library was dedicated at 
University Day, October 1, 1994. 

The chancellor regularly volunteered at the New Jersey Special
Olympics. Over the past 10 years Seton Hall has hosted various 
Special Olympics events on campus. 

Father Peterson greets Heather
Whitestone, Miss America 1995,
who came to campus for a Human
Relations Week celebration. 
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Most college
students spend
summer vacation 

at home with their families,
visiting high school friends
and earning extra money at 
a summer job. But for two
weeks last summer, Court-
ney San Felippo ’00 was a
volunteer, far from her home
in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.
She traveled to Trinidad,
along with 12 members of
Seton Hall’s Division of 
Volunteer Efforts (DOVE).
While in this small
Caribbean country, she
devoted her time and affec-
tion to the elderly, orphans,
and infants and children 
with AIDS.

“It changed my life,” says
San Felippo, who graduated
with a biology degree in
May. “I thought God had
put me on this earth to
become a physician. Spend-
ing time at St. Dominick’s
Orphanage made me realize
He had other plans for me.” 

Her first stop in Trinidad
was a geriatric facility. San
Felippo volunteered to 
feed and bathe the elderly
patients who were unable to
perform these tasks on their

own. “I’m used to our health
care system that provides for
its patients,” she explains.
“In Trinidad, there is an
obvious distinction between
the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-
nots.’ Patients who could not
walk or care for themselves
were put in front of a televi-
sion and left alone.”

San Felippo also spent
time with infants and chil-
dren with AIDS. “It was
amazing,” she
recalls. “Twenty
little faces were
looking up at our
group when we
arrived. Some of
the children had
never seen
white people
before. They
touched us to
make sure that
we were real. Throughout
our visit, I oftentimes 
forgot I was holding and
playing with children with
AIDS.”

The DOVE volunteers
also were given the opportu-
nity to teach in the orphan-
age. They focused most of
their lessons and activities
on increasing the children’s
self-esteem and developing
their leadership skills in an
environment where no posi-
tive reinforcement exists.

Mirroring the English
school system, Trinidad
administers standardized
tests to students at the age
of 11. Those who do not pass
the exam cannot continue to

attend classes when they
turn 16. “The students who
failed believed they were
awful and had nowhere to 
go in life,” San Felippo
explains. “We wanted to
show the students that they
were worth something. The
classroom walls were bare —
none of their schoolwork
was hanging up. There were
no signs of encouragement
to let the children know

they were doing
a good job. I told
one of the chil-
dren that he was
a good speller.
No one had ever
told him that
before.”

In a lesson
that focused on
expressing cre-
ativity and indi-

vidualism, DOVE volunteers
asked students to write their
names, then next to each
letter “to write something
that related to their person-
ality and decorate the
paper,” Courtney says. “It
helped them improve their
vocabulary and find an
alternative outlet for self-
expression. This lesson
was something that stuck
with them.”

The students responded
favorably to this new method
of instruction using positive
reinforcement. “We get 
letters from kids at the
orphanage saying ‘I love
you’ and ‘thank you for visit-
ing me,’ ” she says. “A few
have even asked if they can
come visit us.”

San Felippo’s visit to
Trinidad has shifted her
career path. Initially, she

planned to pursue a degree
in medicine. She now
intends to teach high school
biology. “The feelings I had
in front of the classroom
were like nothing I felt in
a hospital,” she remembers.
“Father Jim [Reverend
James Spera, director of
Campus Ministry] said to
me that no matter what 
I did in life, I had to teach.
He said I have the gift.”

As an undergraduate, San
Felippo built on this gift by
working in Academic Sup-
port Services. She tutored
student-athletes in psychol-
ogy, biology, genetics and
math. She also coordinated
undergraduate tutoring ses-
sions, monitored study halls
and assisted with general
office tasks. “I had fun
working there,” she says. “I
feel good after I tutor — like
I’ve made a difference.”

Her memories of Seton
Hall are fond ones. As secre-
tary of the Student Ambas-
sador Society, she gave tours
of the campus to prospective
students and their families.
She chose to do this because
of an experience she had
when she was looking at
schools. “I chose Seton Hall
because of the people,” San
Felippo recalls. “People at
other colleges didn’t seem as
nice as they were here. The
head of the biology program
(Roberta Moldow, Ph.D.)
took the time to show my
mother and me around when
we first visited the Univer-
sity, which didn’t happen at
the other schools I visited.
That said it all to me. This
place is about community
and caring.” 

Lessons in Compassion Learned in Trinidad

Student Spotlight

“Throughout our
visit, I oftentimes

forgot I was 
holding and play-
ing with children

with AIDS.”

Courtney San Felippo ’00

After volunteering last summer 
in a Trinidad orphanage and in 
a geriatric facility, Courtney San
Felippo ’00 discovered a talent
that would redirect her life.

— 



alerting the South Orange Fire Department.
The fire was contained in the third-floor 
common area, but smoke traveled through-
out the floor. Rooms on the fourth and fifth
floors of North Boland Hall suffered from
smoke damage. The fire was brought under
control within 10 minutes of the arrival of the
first fire units from South Orange.

At the Service of Remembrance and
Hope, members of the University’s Priest
Community, administration, faculty and 
student body honored and paid tribute to 
the three freshmen who died and prayed 
for the students still hospitalized.

Bryan Schroeder ’00,  Student Government
Association president, welcomed the more
than 5,000 members of the University family
and surrounding communities who came to
the service, which was postponed for two
days due to a severe winter storm. Articu-
lating the many emotions experienced over
the preceding week, Schroeder said, “We
have been in total fear, shock, disbelief, 
sorrow and numbness. At the same time, 
we have found relief, hope, friendship and
love in this community.”

Monsignor Sheeran’s homily touched on
the thoughts and feelings of many members
of the University community — the fact that
this tragedy will never be forgotten, but that
we can heal through God’s love. “Over the
coming months and years, we will reflect on
many things as we try to let the Lord fill our
loss with love,” he said. “We have some spe-
cial bond — with Aaron, Frank and John —
and with each other. It is a bond that lasts
beyond this life. Here, in the context of

� as
t
W
e
d
n

esday, in the terrible darkness of the night,
our lives were changed forever. Each of 
us here today has been touched 
by that darkness. Each of us longs for a Light
to lead us home.” 

These words were spoken by Monsignor
Robert Sheeran ’67, Seton Hall University
president, at a Service of Remembrance and
Hope on January 27, eight days after a tragic
fire in Boland Hall claimed the lives of Frank
Caltabilota, John Giunta and Aaron Karol,
three Seton Hall freshmen. Fifty-eight 
students, two South Orange firefighters 
and two South Orange police officers were
injured in the fire.

Within 24 hours of the fire, all but 13 
students had been released from area hospi-
tals. Those released had been treated 
for smoke inhalation, shock and injuries 
sustained while evacuating Boland, which
is the freshman residence hall. As of May 1, 
two students — Alvaro Llanos and Dana
Christmas — remain hospitalized. 

The fire broke out in a common room 
of the third floor of North Boland Hall at
approximately 4:30 a.m. on January 19. When
the Boland Hall alarm system sounded, offi-
cers from Seton Hall’s Department of Public
Safety and Security responded immediately,
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faith, we know that this bond is forged, 
not by us, but by the Lord of love and the
Author of life itself.”

As the Seton Hall community experienced
the grieving process, the University made
necessary changes to improve the overall
safety of the campus. Two weeks following
the fire, Monsignor Sheeran announced that
Seton Hall would begin immediately the
process of installing and/or expanding sprin-
kler systems in all residence halls. 

“In order to learn — at Seton Hall or any -
where else — students must feel safe,” 
Monsignor Sheeran said. “One step in restor-
ing the learning environment is to install
sprinkler systems in those residence halls
where they do not now exist and to expand
existing sprinkler systems in other halls.”

Boland and Aquinas halls will be
equipped with sprinkler systems, and in
the other four residence halls the sprinkler
systems will be expanded. According to
Monsignor Sheeran, “Building codes serve 
as the baseline for sprinkler systems, and 
the University will be exceeding those stan-
dards.” By the beginning of the 2000-01
academic year, there will be a sprinkler in
every hallway, bedroom and common area in
each on-campus residence hall.

The Essex County Prosecutor’s Office 
is continuing its investigation into the
cause of the fire, which currently is classi-
fied as “undetermined.” No further infor-
mation has been released officially by the
Prosecutor’s Office.
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 riends remember Frank Calta-
bilota 

as a person who always put the needs
of others before himself. He was always
ready to support other people, promote
happiness and bring joy. 

Approximately 1,000 mourners —
family, friends and members of the
Seton Hall community — attended his
funeral service at St. Jerome’s Church
in West Long Branch on January 24.

A biology major from West Long
Branch, Caltabilota was remembered
by high school friends and family as
a friendly person who would always
lend an ear to their problems.

“You are a hero,” said Thomas
Caltabilota, his younger brother. “You
put everyone else before yourself.”

Thomas said that people would
often apologize to him after mistaking
him for his older brother. “They don’t
have to apologize,” he said. “I’m proud
to be confused with you.”

Erin Brown, Caltabilota’s girlfriend,
said that the one word that could best
describe her boyfriend was “perfect.” 

The funeral Mass program included
the essay Caltabilota wrote about
himself as part of his application for
admission to Seton Hall. In that essay,
he expressed themes that friends and
family members have spoken about
since his death.

“Frank showed love for the people
around him,” said Reverend Frederick
W. Jackiewicz of St. Jerome’s Church.
“Our hope is that Frank will rise with
God. All the communities that have
come together to support Frank’s fam-
ily were inspired by Frank’s life.”

Throughout the service, Caltabilota
was remembered as a person who
always showed love for others. “Frank
showed he loved his neighbor,” Father
Jackiewicz said. “Jesus told us that is
the way to show our love for God.”

Father Jackiewicz also spoke about
the difficulties in finding answers in a
tragedy such as this and in understand-
ing God’s mysterious plan. 

Caltabilota was a standout athlete at
Shore Regional High School. He was 
a wide receiver for the football team in
the fall and a second baseman on the
baseball team each spring. His dream
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The Setonian, Seton Hall’s student news-
paper, published the following memorial
tributes to the three freshmen who died in 
the Boland Hall fire. All three were 18
years of age and came from communities 
in New Jersey. The tributes were written 
by Jerry Laguerre, J. Brian McCarthy ’00
and James Wells.
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was to become a doctor.
Caltabilota is survived by his par-

ents, Frank S. and Joanne Caltabilota,
and three siblings, Gina, Tom and
Tracey.

A scholarship fund honoring the
memory of Caltabilota has been
established. Contributions may be sent
to: Frank S. Caltabilota Jr. Scholarship
Fund for Athletic and Academic Excel-
lence, c/o Diane Merla, Shore Regional
High School, 75 Hollywood Avenue,
West Long Branch, NJ 07764.
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These are the words often used 
to describe John Giunta.

Giunta’s funeral Mass took place 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church in
Vineland on January 24. A group of 250
family members, friends and members
of the Seton Hall community gathered
together to remember a young man
who volunteered for the Essex County
public school system and aspired to
become a third-grade teacher. 

Mourners remembered a bright
young man who spent his spare 
time teaching children and putting 
a smile on the faces of the people 
he encountered.

“I think what made John unique
was his ability to make you smile,” 
said Doris Jones, a Seton Hall freshman
who was a classmate and friend of
Giunta’s. “He had a way to brighten up
a person’s day with his smile. He could
make you forget about your problems.”

willing to help others. His friends knew
him as a bright student who was deeply
devoted to his family and had a very
special relationship with his older
brother, Peter, a Seton Hall junior.

“John was a friend who looked past
one’s exterior and into one’s interior,”
Father Sheridan said. “He was gentle,
bright, intelligent and planning to use
his gifts to teach others. John, though
he was young, left an indelible impres-
sion on all he knew.”

Giunta is survived by his mother,
Debra Goudy; his father and step -
mother, Phillip and Carol Giunta; and
four siblings, Pete, Michael, Dominic
and Amy.

A scholarship fund honoring the
memory of Giunta has been estab-
lished. Contributions may be sent to:
John Giunta Memorial Scholarship
Fund, 2389 Sanford Drive, Vineland,
NJ 08360.

At Seton Hall, Giunta was a mem-
ber of the Educational Opportunity
Program and the New Jersey Educa-
tion Association. An elementary edu-
cation major, he volunteered twice 
a week at Newark’s Mount Vernon
Elementary School. 

Giunta graduated in 1999 from
Vineland High School, where he
played trumpet in the school band 
and was a member of the track team,
debate club and model Congress. 

During the funeral Mass, Reverend
William Sheridan, associate director of
Campus Ministry at Seton Hall, spoke
about the “surreal” aftermath of the
fire that claimed three lives. 

“It was like an intense, horrible
nightmare. All of us were exchanging
glances of disbelief,” Father Sheridan
said in the homily. “Unfortunately, it
was very real. Real is our loss and lack
of understanding.”

Father Sheridan also shared the 
natural human tendency to question
whether God was with us in our
moment of need. He stressed that
God never abandons. “God was with
us Wednesday,” he said. “On the
Green, in the University Center, at
Presidents Hall and even in Boland.”

To his friends, Guinta was regarded
as a charitable person who was always
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“Yet it has an aspect of glory — the
glory of knowing that Aaron is in the
kingdom with God.”

Father Morely spoke about the
heroism surrounding the tragedy. He
called Karol’s father, Joseph, a “giant”
and a “hero” for the way he dealt with
his emotional distress and managed 
to cherish some precious moments
despite the death of his son.

The ultimate hero, according to
Father Morely, was Karol himself.
“Learn from the loss of this young man
how precious life is,” he said. “And it
does not come with guarantees.” 

The message was clear to many stu-
dents in attendance who recalled their
memories of Karol reciting his poetry.
His love for his friends ran deep, said
the priests, but his love for his family
was unparalleled.

“He was truly a genuinely good
kid,” Karol’s father said. “He was 
a wonderful, compassionate human
being, and he cared a lot about his

14 SETON HALL UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE

why he died, but we can and should
thank God for the blessing of his life,”
Father Morley said.

Father Morely also spoke of the
Biblical figure Job. He recalled Job’s
great faith in God and how he never
uttered a malicious word about God
despite losing his children, servants
and animals. “The Lord has given 
and the Lord has taken away,” Father
Morely said. “We want to cry out that
this should not be. Parents should not
be burying their sons. Today, we
attempt — we may not succeed —
but we attempt to praise God.”

Very Reverend Thomas R. Peterson,
O.P., University chancellor, focused 
on Karol’s entrance into heaven. “It 
is a sad, sad day,” Father Peterson said.
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An aspiring poet, he called
himself a “traveling man” and wrote a
poem with the same title. Whatever
the nickname, Aaron Karol was a young
man with incredible promise.

More than 450 people — family,
friends and members of the Seton
Hall community — attended a funeral
Mass for Karol on January 24 at St. John
the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church
in Dunellen.

Inside the church, it was standing
room only as friends, students, faculty
members, former teammates and fam-
ily paid their respects to a promising
freshman majoring in criminal justice.

Karol lived in Green Brook, Somerset
County, and had attended Watchung
Hills Regional High School, where he
had been a varsity soccer player. He
graduated with honors in 1999 and won
two scholarships to attend Seton Hall.
He dreamed of becoming a criminal
profiler for the FBI.

Karol’s funeral Mass was filled with
readings about children dying too
young and words about how there are
no answers to tragedies such as this.
The eulogy, given by Reverend John
Morley, Seton Hall associate professor
of religious studies, encouraged mourn-
ers to praise God and urged all who
knew Karol to cherish the memories
they have of him.

“We can’t answer the question of
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but, most important, they care. They
care about themselves, the University,
their staffs and the students they live
with, and this fosters an overwhelming
sense of community. Our residents
come to know one another very
quickly, and residents in Boland 
very quickly become a family. 

This has been a tough year for
Boland Hall RAs. In the aftermath 
of the fire that killed three of our stu-
dents, the Boland Hall family stuck
together. The feeling of community
that had been built among students
and live-in staff members was ever pre-
sent. Bonds were fused that will never
be broken. The RAs came together
and really went above and beyond for
their residents. Many received calls
into the late hours of the night from
residents who couldn’t sleep or those
who just needed someone to talk to. 

The lives of our staff members were
changed in different, very personal
ways. Some of us considered leaving
the position because helping people in
a fire isn’t part of the job description.
But as time went on, we realized that
we are doing what we sought to do
when we first applied to be an RA:
helping people. Many of us look at the
RA position in a whole new way. One
of the rewards of being an RA is to see
people resolve their problems as a
result of the advice and support you
have given them. Through it all, we
grew closer to each other and the resi-
dents of Boland Hall, holding tightly 
to that sense of family and community
that supports us and continues to guide
us as we heal as a staff, a residence hall
and a University community. 

Several Boland Hall resident assistants
contributed to this article.� eing a resident assistant (RA)

is not an easy job. It takes a
lot 

of time, energy, hard work and 
sacrifice. RAs are a special breed of
students who take on a responsibility
that can sometimes feel overwhelm-
ing. From the day you receive that
“Congratulations! You’ve been hired”
letter, your life as a student is never
the same.

As RAs, we support and commend
our residents’ academic and athletic
achievements. We support our resi-
dents in times of crisis and in times 
of joy. We watch them grow as people,
students and friends. When things 
are rough, it is often the RA who 
“wrote you up” last week for a quiet
hours violation who becomes your
strength and guidance.

Our experience in Boland Hall is 
a special one because we live and work
with freshman students. This is the
place where many freshmen begin
their lives at Seton Hall and forge
ahead even when things may seem
uncertain and a little scary.

RAs wear many hats. We’re teach-
ers, counselors, disciplinarians, leaders,
role models and friends. Boland Hall
RAs deal with situations that elicit
many emotions. And the way we han-
dle these situations greatly impacts the
lives of our residents. The way we do
our jobs also may inspire our residents
to become RAs in the future. 

The students who become RAs in
Boland have many things in common,
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welcome under my door. 
It is a special kind of continuing

education for a college president, espe-
cially for one who is not a parent, to
experience undergraduate residential
life close-up and first-hand. Notwith-
standing a bit of sleep deprivation, 
I am exposed to one of the great
renewable resources of Seton Hall’s
life: namely, the energy, goodness 
and generosity of our freshman class.
When I first moved to Boland Hall 
my thoughts were on what I could
do, or be, for them. I have been 
surprised: Many of our students 
are teaching me. The lessons I am
learning are all about faith, hope 
and a willingness to take risks. (And
about contemporary music, too!) 

Here is a quote from one of the
notes I received under my door in
Boland Hall: “To be totally honest 
I was a bit afraid to return to my home
here at Seton Hall. But as I entered the
doors of Boland I felt a sense of secu-
rity. When I heard that you were living
on our floor, I was totally convinced
that you and the rest of Seton Hall
really are concerned and have true love
for us.” That gratitude is typical of our
students and so deeply gratifying to us
who spend our lives in their service.

In Boland Hall, and everywhere
else I serve Seton Hall, I seek to
keep faith with the past, find hope
for the future and to love this great
and venerable institution and her
remarkable students as well.
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� ix days after the tragic
fire that claimed the
lives of three of our

students and sent dozens of others to
the hospital, I moved into Boland Hall.
The reason for this was simple:
I believed it was the right thing to do
for our students. 

In any tragedy of this magnitude,
the aftershock can be as emotionally
painful and upsetting as the event
itself. I realized that our students
would need others to stand by their
side, and I believed it was important
for me, as leader of the Seton Hall fam-
ily, to be with our freshmen when they
returned to Boland Hall. I also wanted
to reassure their parents, not by words
but by actions, that Seton Hall is will-
ing to do whatever we can to support
their sons and daughters.

It is unfortunate that what I do grabs
the media’s attention when so many
others are doing much more demand-
ing work with our freshmen. Countless
students, faculty and staff are doing 
all that they can to help bring back 
a sense of security and stability to the
everyday life of the University. From
Father Bob Meyer (associate vice
president for Student Affairs and 
a longtime Boland resident) to the
RAs to student health aides to campus
ministers, these and many others are
the people who have done so much
and deserve the real publicity.

I am not exactly a stranger in my
new room, since I clearly recall the

September morning in 1963 when my
father drove me to campus for the first
time, and helped me unpack my fresh-
man gear in room 203 of Boland Hall.
(The basic necessities of undergradu-
ate life could be easily packed into two
bags in that era!) During my sophomore
year, I lived only three rooms down the
corridor from where I am living now. 
I have come full circle. 

I remember that in those days,
Father Joe Russell, professor of classi-
cal languages, lived where I find myself
now. His presence, like that of the
other 15 priests who live in our resi-
dence halls today, was very reassuring
and also served as a reminder of “noise
limits” in the corridor. When he was
not in the classroom, Father Russell
was there for us. That has always 
been part of the story of Seton Hall’s
priests — present to our students as
chaplains, professors, counselors,
coaches, spiritual guides and academic
mentors. They have always shared the
happy times and sad times, in home
crises and at family celebrations. They
have been here for the games, the lec-
tures and occasionally for the parties.
They have been here from the start,
and their individual faces and person-
alities have been a reassuring part of
this University’s life.

So on January 25, a few students
and recent alums moved me into
Boland Hall with some clothes, books
and a couple of wall hangings. The
students on my corridor festooned 
my doorway with snowflakes and 
a snowman, sliding messages of warm
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offered to take care of my daughter 
so that I could focus upon the
students of her alma mater. There
are many loyal sons and daughters 
of Mother Seton.

Second, I have witnessed our 
students expand and grow with

such elegance that I can
hardly relate it here. C. S.
Lewis wrote that “The
further up and the 
further in you go, the
bigger everything
gets. The inside is
larger than 
the outside.” (The
Last Battle, Chapter
16). 
He is certainly right,
for the Class of 2003
continues to reveal 
a human heart un -

spoiled by cynicism and
made more beautiful

because they expect noth-
ing 

in return. How many times have I
been asked about those who remain
in the hospital? How many tears
have I seen? This class will make a
mark upon this great University that
few of us can anticipate. 

Finally, it is impossible to reflect
upon this experience without recog-
nizing the faculty, staff and adminis-
tration. From my perspective as dean
of freshman studies, I see these 
committed men and women bringing
an extraordinary willingness to serve
the students. Without jeopardizing
content or integrity, classes were 
different during the Spring Semester.
Faculty members were on guard,
looking constantly for those in the
classroom who needed anything.
Meetings were gauged by these tragic
events. It is an amazing thing to 
witness all of us turned toward the
same objective. We look for this
tragedy to bring us closer to what is
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explain to young peo-
ple that suffering is

part of the human experience. There
is always a moment of serious reflec-
tion 
whenever we tell another per-
son something that will
cause pain. 
Imagine if you will the
responsibility of relating
to our freshman class
information about the
deaths of three fellow
students. I recall the
moment when 
Dr. Dawn Williams 
(dean for community 
development) and 
I brought this news to
the newest members
of the Seton Hall com-
munity. Speaking the
names:  Frank, John and
Aaron, was the hardest thing
that I have ever done. From
that moment on, our community
has held these young men and all the
injured in a precious, even sacred,
place in our hearts.

Much has happened to us and 
to the Class of 2003 since that day in
January. As an outsider, a newcomer
to Seton Hall, three things have made
a profound impression.

First, the overwhelming outpour-
ing of goodwill from the University’s
extended family has taught me how
important Seton Hall is to New 
Jersey and to her alumni and friends.
Standing in the midst of this tragedy,
our freshmen were never alone, and 
it wasn’t only the faculty, staff and
administration who brought all that
they had to these young people. Let
me give one example: My daughter’s
fourth-grade English teacher called
me at home shortly after the fire and
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Background on Boland Hall

Seton Hall University’s oldest residence
hall, Boland Hall houses approximately

600 first-year students. South Boland, 
built in 1952, has individual rooms with
community bathrooms. There are study
lounges on the second floor and on the
lower level. North Boland, an addition built
in 1971, is coed by floor and arranged so
that two rooms share a private bathroom.
Common areas are available on five of the
six floors. Boland also houses a chapel and
the offices of Health Services, Campus
Ministry and the Division of Volunteer
Efforts (DOVE). 

All six of the University’s residence
halls have smoke detectors in every room,
common areas and in hallways; all six also
have smoke alarms, heat sensors, fire
doors and pull stations.

Seton Hall’s fire safety systems in
Boland Hall performed properly in the 
January 19 fire. The smoke alarm and 
pull stations had been tested on January
18 by an external inspection company as
part of a routine inspection performed
every other month. The building’s alarm
system was in total working order and is
electronically checked daily. Fifty-five fire
extinguishers, located throughout Boland,
are checked every other month and had
been inspected on November 23, 1999,
with no problems noted. 

The freshman residence hall and
Aquinas Hall, which was built in the 1970s,
were constructed years before state law
mandated the inclusion of sprinklers in 
college residences. The other four resi-
dence halls — Xavier, Neuman, Serra and
Cabrini — were built in the 1980s and fea-
ture sprinklers placed in trash areas, laun-
dry rooms and Xavier’s first-floor lobby.
Two weeks after the fire, the University
announced its intention to install sprinklers
in Boland and Xavier halls and expand the
systems in the other residence halls where
sprinklers already exist. This work will be
completed by late August 2000. 



reported. Lisa Hargrove, Ph.D., staff
psychologist in Counseling Services at
Seton Hall, suggests that students who
experience “near misses” may feel this
loss particularly as they ruminate about
“it could have been me.” 
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Richard LaMonica, Ph.D., associate
director of Counseling Services at
Seton Hall, coordinates debriefing
groups for students and employees to
help them emotionally process their
own reactions. Describing the details 
of personal experiences in the context
of an accepting relationship is crucial,
whether in counseling groups or with
family, close friends and clergy. In early
debriefing groups, students tearfully
described the horrors they saw, the
screams they still “hear,” the panic felt
at the smell of smoke, the thought,
“Where was God?” 
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� traumatic event immedi-
ately affects us physically,
emotionally, cognitively

and spiritually. These reactions,
though very uncomfortable and trou-
bling to the individual, are nonethe-
less temporary. Just as with a serious
physical injury, intense psychological
pain and impairment diminish over
time as healing progresses. Social sup-
port, counseling, good self-care, hope
and faith facilitate that gradual healing
process.    

Counseling Services has coordinated
a major disaster relief effort to facilitate
the process of emotional healing from
the tragic Boland Hall fire and to pre-
vent any lasting negative effects from
that experience. This healing process
moves through a number of stages. 
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The loss of a basic sense of safety
and security, and awareness of a lost
sense of youthfulness, are commonly
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Intense and varied reactions to an
extreme situation are to be expected.
Normalizing students’ and employees’
reactions and providing a sense of the
healing timeline have reassured
students and employees with whom
counselors work. Shirley Matthews,
M.A., counselor at Seton Hall, often
closes debriefing group sessions with a
discussion of “What was the worst you
experienced, and what was the best?”
Ending with memories of intense
relief, of courage and service, of loving
reunions is reassuring and builds hope.  
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Students’ frustration with wanting
“their lives back” was relieved when
classes resumed and housing assigned.
At the same time, students need reas-
surance that it is okay to experience
happy moments again, to laugh and
even forget about the fire at times.
Resuming attention to health and self-
care has returned as well, and nursing
staff report an upswing in students
coming into Health Services with phys-

Seton Hall University conducted more than
one dozen media briefings in the days 

following the fire. In response to press
inquiries, the University asked its marketing
communications firm of Lipman Hearne Inc. 
to poll facilities managers around the country
regarding the prevalence of sprinkler systems 
in college and university dormitories, and the
occurrence and severity of false fire alarms 
on campuses. Prior to the fire, Seton Hall had 
a working relationship with Lipman Hearne 
and continues to work with the firm on issues
unrelated to the fire. 

“During the first 48 hours after the fire,
members of the media were asking extensive
questions about how typical it was for a college
not to have sprinkler systems in a residence
hall,” says Lisa Grider, assistant vice president
for alumni and University relations. “In order to
get answers to those questions, the University
contacted Lipman Hearne, a communications
consulting company that we had been doing

ical complaints and illnesses.
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Gaining perspective on major life
events requires the ability to “observe”
oneself. Helping students articulate
changes in mood and behavior under-
scores that healing is occurring as life
moves forward. One student noticed he
could finally sleep through the night
without wakening or needing a night
light. A commuter no longer feels a
sense of urgency about getting to cam-
pus. A third compares her earlier over-
whelming sadness with her current
feelings of anger. 
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“The only people who can understand
what I’m going through are the people
who were there with me that night,” 
a student emphasized to Michael
Panella, a graduate psychology trainee
in Counseling Services. A deeper
sense of connection has been reported
among Boland residents, resident
assistants and student health aides,

Sprinkler Survey Conducted

business with for the past 14 months. Lipman
Hearne first searched for any existing national
data about sprinklers in residence halls. When
none could be found, we asked them to poll
universities around the country. The research
indicated what we already knew — that Seton
Hall is very typical of other universities.”

Lipman Hearne Inc. conducted a telephone
poll, on January 20 and 21, surveying 57
facilities administrators chosen randomly from
colleges and universities in eight states. The
administrators represented institutions of all
sizes, from small private colleges to large state
universities. The results are as follows:

� Sixty-seven percent of those polled said that
their campus has at least one student dormi-
tory that does not have a sprinkler system.
Some respondents said 100 percent of their
campus’s student dormitories were equipped
with sprinkler systems.

� Overall, the administrators polled said 
that 43 percent of their campus’s dormitories
are not equipped with sprinkler systems.

� Thirty-seven percent of those polled said that
false alarms are a problem on their campus.

� Campuses included in the poll averaged 3.2
false alarms a month, with responses ranging
from 0 false alarms to 27 per month. 

The February 29 issue of The New York
Times reported that a new survey, prompted 
by Seton Hall’s fatal fire, found that 71 percent
of college beds in New Jersey are not protected
by sprinklers. The report was presented at 
a hearing of the State Senate Law and Public
Safety Committee, which unanimously
approved two bills requiring all dormitory
rooms to have sprinklers within two years and
providing $50 million to help pay for them.

and bonds with family and friends
seem to be strengthened.    
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There is a growing awareness of larger
meanings in the tragedy and its after-
math, ranging from comments about
God’s unknown plan for the outstand-
ing young men killed in the fire, to
feelings of profound appreciation for
the preciousness of life, to inspiration
from the outpouring of care and dona-
tions from volunteers. 
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Certain experiences may trigger a
brief resurgence of initial feelings.
The first night sleeping again in
Boland Hall, the end of the semester
in which the tragedy occurred and the
one-year anniversary of the fire are
among the events that are expected to
temporarily elicit more intense memo-
ries and feelings. 

As we move along, Sandy Sarro,
Psy.D., staff psychologist in Counseling
Services, explains that we will integrate
this experience into the whole of our
lives as if weaving some bright red
threads into a large tapestry. Over time
these threads will be adapted into the
different overall pattern we weave or
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/� ords cannot express what is hap-
pening to us now.” These words
were spoken by Monsignor

Robert Sheeran, 
University president, only hours after the Boland Hall fire. This fire
took the lives of three students, injured more than 50 others and for-
ever changed the face of this small Catholic university.

The initial shock of this tragedy has now begun to wear off, and
we find ourselves with the difficult task of trying to move forward.

The national media have left us. They have taken with them
the frenzy, energy and lights that they brought. They are able to
pick up and leave the scene of this tragedy behind them. We cannot.

In that fire three of our students lost their lives.
This was supposed to be the beginning of lives full of promise

and hope, not the end. The loss of Frank Caltabilota, John Giunta
and Aaron Karol both shocks us and breaks our hearts. To make
sense of this tragedy is not possible. 

Faith and goodness are two ways the community has tried to live
with that which is beyond reason.

The good that these three gentlemen accomplished in their
short lives, and the love their friends and family have for them, have
touched the entire community. All three are remembered as bright,
energetic and loving human beings who touched the hearts of those
who knew them. They have brought this community closer together
than it has ever been before.
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The University now finds itself having to move forward, as we

move toward the beginning of a new academic year.
It is important to note that moving forward does not mean 

forgetting the past. This tragedy has forever changed the face of
Seton Hall University and has changed the lives of all who reside
within its community.

It is said that time heals all wounds, yet the pain and sorrow of that
fateful morning remain for all. The victims are close to all members of
the University. They are in our memories and more important, they are
in our hearts. They are not gone, because their goodness and brightness
remain with us.

The road ahead will be difficult. Many tears will continue to fall
over what has happened, and the sad memories of that morning will
remain. 

Nothing done now can change what happened on January 19.
What can be changed is the future. 

Each of us has the opportunity to make the most of our lives, and
to make a difference in the lives of others. To honor the memories of
Frank, John and Aaron and to make the most out of what we have are
all we can do. 

By being the best that we can be in our lives, we can honor their
memory. We can hope that we will be able to touch the lives and the
hearts of many people in a positive way, and to make our communities
better for it.

Frank, John and Aaron already have.



For most collegiate and 
professional athletes, there
can be no greater distinc-

tion than having their uniform
number retired. But for Seton
Hall University women’s soccer
standout Kelly Smith ’00, the
announcement of the honor was
less than remarkable. “I didn’t
think it was a big deal,” says
Smith, a native of Watford,
England. “We don’t retire num-
bers back home, so I took it
with a pinch of salt. 

“It was not until I spoke to
Robin Cunningham [director of

academic support services for
student-athletes] that I realized
it was such a great achieve -
ment,” Smith recalls. “She
explained that it was the ideal
way to acknowledge the most
elite athletes. It is nice to know
that people recognize what 
I have done.”

On February 1, the Univer-
sity retired Smith’s number “6”
in a ceremony during halftime
of the men’s basketball game
vs. Providence at Continental
Airlines Arena. Smith, the first
non-basketball player to garner
such an honor, became the third
Seton Hall woman to have her
uniform number retired, joining
Cunningham ’78 (32) and Jodi
Brooks ’94 (12). 

Smith is no stranger to
recognition. Throughout her
three-year career at Seton Hall,
she broke every Pirate scoring
record, finishing with 76 goals
and 174 points in 51 career
matches. A three-time BIG
EAST Offensive Player of the
Year, Smith is the first athlete 
in the history of the BIG EAST
Conference to be named Offen-
sive Player of the Year and
Rookie of the Year in the same
season. The first All-American
in the history of the women’s
soccer program, she has twice
been named Seton Hall Female
Athlete of the Year.  

The nation’s leading scorer
for the second consecutive year,
Smith finished the season with
27 goals and 62 points.  In addi-
tion, she was the runner-up for
the 1999 Missouri Athletic Club
Collegiate Player of the Year
Award and came in third in the
voting for the Hermann Trophy.

(Both awards honor the nation’s
top collegiate player.) Smith set
NCAA career records with 3.41
points per game and 1.49 goals
per game. Despite playing the
fewest number of games among
any other player in the top 20,
she is 16th on the NCAA all-
time list for goals (76) and 21st
for points (174). The senior 
also was featured in the book,
Women’s Soccer: The Game and 
the World Cup.

Though soccer is a much
more popular sport in England,
Smith believed there were
greater opportunities in the
United States for her to excel.
“At home, women’s sports were
looked upon as a joke,” she
says. “When I was younger, 
I had to play soccer with the
boys because the public was
just not interested in seeing
women play. I was very 
surprised to see how seriously
the public took women’s soccer
in America.”

A member of the English
National Team since the age of
16, Smith transferred to Seton
Hall from West Herts College
in 1997. “A couple of schools
had contacted me about playing
for them,” she recalls. “My
telephone conversations with
coach [Betty Ann Kempf] led
me to choose Seton Hall. I was
more than just a soccer player 
to her. I was a person.”

Upon her arrival in South
Orange, Smith liked the size 
of the campus and the acade-
mic advisement program for 
student-athletes. The campus
community also had factored
into her decision to attend
Seton Hall. “Everyone was
nice to me,”  Smith recalls.  
“I felt very comfortable and
welcome here.”
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By Kim Capadona ’98
Editorial Assistant, Department of Public Relations and Marketing

Phenomenal on the Field

Soccer sensation Kelly Smith ’00 has broken every Pirate scoring record
in her three-year career at Seton Hall. This year, she was the nation’s
leading scorer for the second consecutive year, finishing the season
with 27 goals and 62 points.



Smith’s phenomenal play
has brought Seton Hall
women’s soccer to another
level. Her heroics on the soccer
field have attracted fans from
around the state. This past 
season alone, her school-record
6 goals and 1 assist in the 7-2
win over La Salle is ranked as
the second-best performance in
NCAA history. In addition, she
had 3 goals and 2 assists in the
6-2 BIG EAST quarterfinal win
over Syracuse, despite playing
with a sprained ankle.

Last summer, Smith’s
dynamic performances at camps
and against the soccer club
teams wowed her teammates,
coaches and opponents. She
garnered Most Valuable Player
honors at the three-week 
Adidas Summer League in
Portland, Oregon, which show-
cases the top women’s soccer
players in the nation. The
senior also was named to the 
W-1 League All-Star team,
even though she played in
only six matches for the 
New Jersey Stallions. 

Though her soccer career
with the Pirates has ended,
Smith continues to stay in the
spotlight. On February 6, she
traveled to Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, to play for the East
Team in the Umbro Select 
All-Star game. Featuring the
nation’s premier college seniors,
the game followed the contest
between the U.S. Women’s
National Team and Norway.
Smith’s athleticism on the field
drew praise from renowned
women’s soccer head coach
Anson Dorrance of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. “Coach Dorrance told me
that I was a good player,” she
says. “It was an honor to be
acknowledged by someone so
well-known.”  

The future looks bright for
Smith, who graduated in May

with a degree in health and physi-
cal education. In addition to play-
ing for the Arsenal club team, she
continues to compete on the Eng-
lish National Team, for which she
was a starter for three World Cup
qualifying matches in 1998. Smith
anticipates the formation of a pro-
fessional women’s soccer league 
in the United States. “Until 
the women’s professional league
begins in a few years, 
I will probably teach and coach
soccer,” she says. “I am looking at
various job opportunities. If no
professional soccer league is estab-
lished, I will have to go overseas to
continue to play.”

No matter where in the
world this soccer sensation ends
up, she notes that she will
always cherish the time she
spent at Seton Hall. 
“I have grown as a person 
and become very independent
since I came to the University,”
Smith says.  “I will always
remember my experi-
ences here and carry
them with me 
wherever I go in life.”

CALLOUT:
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At the February 1 ceremony retiring her number “6” jersey, Smith (third from right) is joined by (from left)
Monsignor Robert Sheeran ’67, University president; Laura A. Wankel, Ed.D., vice president for Student
Affairs; former women’s basketball standout Robin Cunningham ’78 and Jodi Brooks ’94. Cunningham and
Brooks are the only other female athletes to receive the same honor from Seton Hall.

“I was very
surprised to see
how seriously the

public took
women’s soccer 
in America.”

— Kelly Smith ’00

Betty Ann Kempf, women’s soccer
coach (left), and Monsignor
Sheeran congratulate Smith upon
the retirement of her uniform
number. The ceremony took place
during halftime of the men’s 
basketball game vs. Providence 
at Continental Airlines Arena.



T
his season, Seton Hall University’s men’s basketball
team captured the imagination of Pirate fans every-
where when it marched to the “Sweet 16” and
carved out its own piece of history for a basketball
program rich in tradition.

A thrilling regular season felt suddenly tame, thanks 
to one weekend in Buffalo, New York, March 17-19 at the
HSBC Arena. The Pirates, the No. 10 seed in the East
Region, became the NCAA Tournament’s “Cinderella”
team with overtime wins over seventh-seeded Oregon 
(72-71) and second-seeded Temple (67-65). In the 
Oregon game, senior Shaheen Holloway capped off a
contest filled with clutch plays — the biggest of them all
a length-of-the-court lay-up that won the game. 

Two days after the win against Oregon, Holloway caused
a collective wince among rejuvenated Pirate faithful when
he suffered an ankle injury just eight minutes into the 
Temple game. Facing the nation’s fifth-ranked team and 
its superior defense without his senior point guard, Seton
Hall Head Coach Tommy Amaker coolly called down the
bench for sophomore Ty Shine. Shine brought the Pirates
back, scoring a career-high 26 points and hitting seven 
three-pointers, the biggest one a back-breaker in overtime
that gave Seton Hall the lead for good. A new hero was 
born, headline writers rejoiced, and the Pirates shocked 
the nation with a 67-65 win. 

Then it was on to the East Regional in Syracuse, New
York — Seton Hall’s first showing in the “Sweet 16” since
1992. With Holloway’s status uncertain, things looked 
bleak for the Pirates. Despite a week of preparation, 
spending hours in the training room rehabbing his severely
sprained ankle, Holloway couldn’t play. Shine and his 
backcourt counterparts — senior Rimas Kaukenas and
sophomore Darius Lane — would play all 40 minutes
against a deep, healthy Oklahoma State team that was
ranked 14th in the nation.

Undeterred, the Pirates gutted it out in a seesaw affair 
as Kaukenas and company scratched and clawed with every
ounce of what they had. They lost, 68-66, but not before
proving that they were a team with resolve, heart and 
a championship-caliber spirit.
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Sweet and Shining Moments

Seniors Rimas Kaukenas (left) and Shaheen Holloway unveil the 
"Sweet 16" banner that will hang in historic Walsh Gymnasium.
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Sweet and Shining Moments

First Round: Holloway concluded
his career at Seton Hall first 
all-time in assists (681), second
all-time in steals (231), third in
three-pointers (185) and 11th 
all-time in scoring (1,588). His
game-winning basket against
Oregon on March 17 sent the
10th-seeded Pirates to the 
second round of the NCAA 
Tournament with a 72-71 victory.

Third Round: Freshman Greg Morton (No. 50) and
sophomore Darius Lane (No. 30) box out an Oklahoma
State player at the March 24 “Sweet 16” game. The
Pirates held on till the end, falling to the Cowboys 68-66. 

Second Round: Sophomore
Ty Shine filled in admirably
for the injured Holloway,
recording a career-high 
26 points against second-
seeded Temple. He shot 
7-11 from three-point
range, including the game-
winning basket with 18.9
seconds left in overtime to
give Seton Hall the 67-65
upset win on March 19. 

Head Coach Tommy Amaker and his staff led Seton Hall back to the NCAA tournament for the first time since
1994. The March 17 win over Oregon, at the HSBC Arena in Buffalo, New York, marked Seton Hall’s first
NCAA tournament win since 1993, when the Pirates beat Tennessee State in the first round in Orlando.

Kaukenas celebrates after
Seton Hall shocked Temple 
in overtime to advance to the
"Sweet 16" for the first time
since 1992.
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Packed with Pirates: Fans
traveled from all over the
tristate area and beyond to
support the Pirates in the
NCAA second-round game
against Temple in Buffalo.
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The Pirates were in familiar territory on
March 24. Seton Hall carried a three-
year, three-game winning streak into 
the Carrier Dome in Syracuse, New York,
before its "Sweet 16" match-up with 
Oklahoma State. (In February, during the
regular season, the Pirates had derailed
the Orangemen’s 19-game season-long
winning streak with a 69-67 victory on
Syracuse’s home turf.) The Pirates’
March 24 trip to Syracuse for the NCAA
Tournament brought together many in the
Seton Hall family. Prior to the "Sweet 16"
game, Seton Hall’s Pirate Blue and the
Office of Alumni Relations sponsored a
reception for more than 600 students,
employees, alumni and friends of the
University at Schine Student Center in
Syracuse. The first 500 fans were given
"Sweet 16" T-shirts to create a "sea of
blue" in the stands. In all, 1,400 Seton
Hall fans came to cheer on the Pirates.

The Pirates huddle prior to the start of the
first-round game against Oregon at the HSBC
Arena in Buffalo. 

A spirited fan states the obvious at
the game against Oregon.
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Freshman Sam Dalembert blocked 107 shots this season to place
him second in Seton Hall’s single-season record book and ninth
all-time. He already holds the single game blocked shot record (11
in the game vs. St. John’s).

Kaukenas missed only one game in his entire Seton Hall
basketball career. He finished fourth all-time with a career
free-throw percentage of .819, fifth all-time for three-
point shots (141) and 17th all-time in points (1,292).

Lane led the Pirates in scoring this season, averaging 
15.3 points per game, while shooting 40.5 percent from
the field and 35.8 percent from three-point range. His 
91 three-pointers made is the third-best single-season
mark, trailing Andrew Gaze (94) and Terry Dehere (105).



Dynamic Skills Propel Her to a Top Spot

Corinne Costa ’82/M.B.A. ’88 spends her days immersing
herself in, and following, change. As a director of
human resources for Deutsche Bank in New York City,

she specializes in integration issues, operations and talent
acquisition. In Costa’s words: “I am committed to keeping
the talent the bank has and placing those employees where
they best fit. I recognize change is a necessary step to con-
tinued success because it is change itself that really enables
an organization to be dynamic.

“I’ve spent a lot of time working at large companies and
have learned how important it is to develop core compe-
tencies in your job,” Costa says. “Core competencies only
make us better and more marketable as employees. When
you master those competencies, you have the freedom to
go so many different routes.”

Costa has climbed the corporate ladder and achieved
much in a short period of time. Prior to joining Deutsche
Bank in October 1999, she worked for Prudential Insurance
Company in Newark for several years and NYNEX Corpora-
tion in New York City for almost 10 years. Her titles have
included director of employee data management, director 

of process reengineering and director of employment. 
She served as vice president of national staffing for 
Prudential Insurance Company of America in Newark 
for two years. Her broad expertise features experience 
in the financial services, sales, hospitality and telecom-
munications industries. 

But it is her work in human resources that fulfills her.
“Business is changing at the speed of light,” she says.
“Through experience, I have learned you must be flexible in
order to succeed. You really need to keep up with technical
competencies and be able to adapt to a new environment.
This flexibility and willingness to continue to learn and grow
are absolutely necessary.”

Costa also emphasizes that “networking is critical in any
job. It is important to build contacts and marketing skills.
You really get as much out of networking as you put into it.”

Even in high school, she put a lot of stock into network-
ing. “I knew I wanted a business degree as a high school 
student,” she says. “I did some internships and met several
Seton Hall graduates. Since the business school has such 
a good reputation, I was easily swayed by my Seton Hall 
network early on.”

By day as an undergraduate, Costa enjoyed a variety of
activities at Seton Hall, most notably leading Phi Chi Theta.
“Being president of the women’s business fraternity was an
incredible experience for me,” Costa says. “I was able to
build leadership and organizational skills and really begin to
look at organizational dynamics in the most comfortable set-
ting of all — my own college campus. Those experiences
gave me a strong foundation to build the career I have now.” 

In the evenings, Costa went to Pirate men’s basketball
games and cheered on the team; it was during the era of
Danny Callandrillo ’82 and Head Coach Bill Raftery,
M.A.E. ’66 (1971 to 1981), and the transition into the 
BIG EAST Conference. “Cheerleading was a great outlet
for me,” she says. “It gave me the opportunity to lead 
in a different way.”

After graduating in 1982 with a Bachelor of Science in
Marketing, Costa headed to the corporate world, working for
Pitney Bowes as a sales executive. “I stayed in touch with
Seton Hall after graduation, using Career Services [now The
Career Center] for referrals and information about job post-
ings,” she says. “When Career Services gave me a lead on 
a graduate assistantship at the University, I jumped at the
chance to return.”

Costa moved home with her parents and headed back to
school to pursue an M.B.A., including becoming the gradu-
ate assistant (GA) to the director of Career Services. “Quit-
ting my job, moving home and working as a GA was
financially challenging, but I was at a crossroads in my career
and I felt I needed the degree,” Costa says. 
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Alumni Standouts

In offering Seton Hall alumni advice on career transitions, 
Corinne Costa ’82/M.B.A.’88 drew upon her own experiences 
in fast-paced corporate environments.

“I’ve spent a lot of
time working at
large companies 
and have learned
how important it 
is to develop core 
competencies in
your job.”

—Corinne Costa ’82/
M.B.A. ’88



The bank executive credits the strong female role models
in her life — her mother, grandmother, aunt and great-
grandmother — for instilling in her a drive to succeed and 
a thirst for learning. She believes it’s important to balance 
a work life and a private life. “If you have a balance in your
life, you are a better commodity,” she says.

As a graduate student, Costa found she was continually
impressed with the size and structure of her classes in the
School of Business (now the Stillman School). “My profes-
sors were very interested in my thoughts and my approach 
to business,” she says. “Seton Hall gave me the confidence
to be able to pursue whatever I wanted to. In order to get
through graduate school, you have to be able to think,
defend and support yourself in dialogue — this is all true in
the business world as well. Seton Hall taught me all this.”

During her graduate assistantship, Costa was charged
with designing and delivering career development work-
shops — a task that further encouraged her direction in
the business world. “Presentation and communication
skills are crucial in any job,” she says. “I was lucky to have
the opportunity to further strengthen mine as a graduate
student in the M.B.A. program and through my job with
Career Services.”

Now, Costa practices every day the skills that she
learned, and she’s sharing them with fellow Seton Hall
alumni. As part of The Career Center’s new alumni 
networking programs, Costa gave a brief presentation
on career transition at the Seton Hall University Alumni-
to-Alumni Executive/Leadership Networking Exchange 
on February 22.

For more information on upcoming networking events at
The Career Center at Seton Hall, call (973) 761-9355 or visit
the Web site at studentaffairs.shu.edu/career

A Spiritual Journey Around the World

Driven to know God better, determined to banish intol-
erance and injustice, and dedicated to finding “our true
spirit, which is full of fire and endless creativity,” Scott

F. Chesney ’92 has wings on his wheels. Although for almost
half of his 30 years he has been paralyzed, he has twice ven-
tured around the world.

Chesney undertook his first globetrotting expedition 
in 1997, a trip to 15 countries in 15 months. He wanted 
to research complementary medicine and find out who 
he really was. The second trip, his yearlong “Devotion to
Motion World Tour” (or “D2M” as he’s nicknamed it), 
is expected to reach about two dozen countries by July.
“D2M” is geared to guiding others in their own emotional,
spiritual and physical journeys. After a month at home in

Verona, New Jersey, around Christmastime, he and his wife,
Pratiksha, began their journey’s second phase in January.

According to Chesney, their “D2M” goals include
researching ways that people, especially those with disabili-
ties, can “locate many more freedoms” than they ever
thought possible. Along the way, the couple evaluate and
promote travel options for people with disabilities, link up
children and teenagers as Internet pen pals and raise funds
to find a cure for paralysis. In his two world trips, Chesney
has been tremendously inspired by the 500,000 children he
has encountered, children “who are all seeking to love and
be loved,” he notes.

Last September during the “D2M” journey, the couple
was granted a private audience with The Dalai Lama in a
remote village in northern India. The profoundly moving
experience seemed to make the Earth stand still for those 
20 minutes, Chesney writes in his online diary. The 14th
Dalai Lama, the exiled spiritual and temporal leader of
Tibet, “is the most genuinely happy, most unconditionally
loving, most accepting individual whom we have ever
met,” he adds. “His words of praise for our work elimi-
nated any doubts we may have had regarding any aspect of
our journey and reignited a fire within us that we are sure
will burn forever.”

Their travels have been infused with many other
moments of joy. Chesney delighted in riding a camel around
Egypt’s pyramids and floating on Israel’s Dead Sea. In an 
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During the “Devotion to Motion” world tour of Scott F. Chesney ’92,
a private audience with Tibet’s Dalai Lama in September 1999
proved unforgettable.



e-mail from South Africa, he tells of 
hugging a cheetah, kissing a giraffe and
eyeing ferocious lions. “Can’t say I have
had that experience too often in New 
Jersey!” he observes. His words radiate
humor, a positive outlook and a spirit of
compassion. After struggling with anger,
grieving and fear, Chesney has come to
terms with paralysis, calling it “the second
greatest gift” (the first, he affirms, was the
gift of life from his parents).

When he suffered a rare stroke in his
spinal cord in 1985, the athletic 15-year-old was a long way
from considering his paralyzed legs a “gift.” His useless
limbs meant no more running on the basketball court or the
beach. But the first time he pushed his wheelchair into the
physical therapy room at the Kessler Institute for Rehabilita-
tion in West Orange, he made a courageous decision: “I put
my game face back on and engaged myself in the game of
life once again. It was one of many challenges to come. But
as my friends will tell you, I thrive on challenges.”

Three years into his paralysis, as Chesney considered
where to enroll for college, he wanted to remain close 
to home to give his parents “peace of mind.” For advice, 
he turned to some friends who happened to be Seton
Hall University alumni. They praised the University’s
reputable communication program (his choice for a major)
and mentioned how Seton Hall was recognized favorably by
the tristate business community, he recalls.

As a student at Seton Hall, the devoted Pirates’ fan never
missed a men’s basketball game, the most memorable being
the 1989 “Final Four” match in Seattle. He traveled with
the team while on the WSOU 89.5 FM sports staff, which 
he credits with cultivating his public speaking skills. “Every
broadcast gave me more self-confidence and kept me con-
nected to the game I have always loved,” Chesney says. 
He also held two internships. In one, he reviewed game
tapes for Bill Raftery, M.A.E. ’66, at the sports analyst’s
office at the New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority. 
In the other internship, Chesney engineered a program and
prepared a sports report for Adrienne Berg, a WABC on-air
personality. He had to surmount 24 steps to reach her broad-
cast studio. “I am so grateful for these most important tests
of fortitude,” he notes.

“Seton Hall taught me the gift of discipline,” Chesney
explains. “I had always managed to avoid studying while in
high school, but I was very fortunate to have teachers who
made learning enjoyable in college.”

Chesney is quick to credit others who have guided his
journey. “God sent me one of his finest angels when he

placed Dennis Kozlowski in my life,” he
emphasizes. Chairman of the board and CEO 
of Tyco International Ltd., L. Dennis Kozlowski
’68 was so enthusiastic about Chesney’s mission
that Tyco became the major sponsor of the
“Devotion to Motion” tour. Chesney is most
impressed with what he calls Kozlowski’s “track
record for helping those in need.” The Tyco
executive, who also is a member of Seton
Hall’s Board of Regents, has helped Chesney
in other ways. Chesney had worked as a 
fund-raiser and public speaker at the Miami

Project to Cure Paralysis; Kozlowski was instrumental in
having the library there named in memory of Chesney’s
father, William B. Chesney Jr.

Topping Chesney’s list of friends is his wife. He met
Pratiksha only after he became paralyzed. As a physical
therapist, she has concentrated on spinal cord injury 
rehabilitation and has helped physically and mentally 
challenged children in Newark’s schools. On the 
“D2M” tour, Chesney treasured the chance to visit with 
Pratiksha’s family in her native India and to enjoy the 
Taj Mahal grounds.

His purpose in life, Chesney believes, is to serve others
“with my spoken word and written word. Each and every
day, I try to practice non-judgment and acceptance, and
when I hear about injustice in this world, I become even
more focused and driven to create solutions to help others.”

Since January, “D2M” has taken them to New Zealand,
Australia, Indonesia, Kuala Lumpur, the Philippines, China,
the United Arab Emirates, India and several countries in
Europe. This summer, they plan to travel to Brazil and Peru
before returning in July. He keeps fit through playing bas-
ketball and tennis and loves to sail.

The world tour’s Web site (www.d2motion.com) features
their diary and newsletter, plus many resources. They
report on how accessible each locale is for the disabled.
They discuss a world of therapies, medicine and healing
relatively unknown in the United States. And they pause
to reflect on life’s journey itself — the dreams, the beliefs,
the obstacles to overcome. Chesney reports candidly about
what they find. He is hardly shy about answering the ques-
tions people in wheelchairs often get asked (see his “10
Questions” diary entry).

“From the moment I was born,” Chesney reflects, “my
life has been about movement. For the first 15 years it was
about physical movement. The last 15 years have been
about emotional and spiritual movement. I can’t wait to
reunite the two halves of my life!”
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“Each and every day, 
I try to practice 

non-judgment and
acceptance, and when 
I hear about injustice

in this world, 
I become even more
focused and driven to
create solutions to

help others.”

—Scott F. Chesney ’92



1940s
Sister Mary Hermina Kowalewski
’42, of Linden, was honored by the
Felician Sisters of the Immaculate
Conception Province in Lodi. Sister
Mary, who is 100 years old, earned
a graduate degree in library science
in 1946 and spent 21 years in the
field of library work. She also taught
in elementary schools for 35 years
in New York, New Jersey,
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania. 

Joseph T. Quinn ’49, of Union,
was named director of sales and
business development for Amco
Folding Cartons, a Gulf States com-
pany in Towaco. Quinn joined Gulf
States in 1975. 

1950s
Reverend Eugene J. Hazewski
’55/M.D.M. ’77, of Emerson, cele-
brated the 40th anniversary of 
his ordination to the priesthood.
Ordained in 1959, Father Hazewski
was first assigned to the Holy 
Trinity Parish in Hackensack. In
1987, he was appointed to St.
Margaret of Cortona in Little Ferry,
where he remained until his pas-
toral appointment in 1995 to the
Church of the Assumption. Sister
Patricia McMullen, M.A.E. ’55, 
of Morristown, was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Law degree
from the College of Saint Elizabeth.
She has been principal of the
Academy of Saint Elizabeth in
Convent Station for the past 12
years. Sister Patricia also served 
as principal of Saint Cecilia’s 
in Englewood and Immaculate
Conception High School in
Montclair. Reverend Thomas
Petrillo ’55, of Bayonne, celebrated
the 40th anniversary of his ordina-
tion to the priesthood. He is a pas-
tor at Our Lady of Mount Caramel
Parish in Montclair.

Reverend Martin Foran ’58, 
of South Orange, was inducted into
the Hall of Fame at Seton Hall
Preparatory School. Father Foran,
who taught mathematics at the
preparatory school, was an active
supporter of Seton Hall athletics at
the school and at the University.

Vincent N. Parrillo, M.B.A. ’59,
of Ridgewood, had his award-

winning documentary, “Smoke -
stacks and Steeples, a Portrait
of Paterson,” shown on PBS.
Parrillo, a professor and depart-
ment chair at William Paterson
University in Wayne, is a 
member of the Professional
Sociological Societies and an
author of many books. His most
recent book is Ridgewood: Images
of America Series.

1960s
Muriel M. Shore ’61/Ed.D. ’90, 
of Fairfield, was named a Distin -
guished Practitioner by the National
Academies of Practice for her high
standards and continuing contribu-
tions to nursing and health care
administration. Shore is the director
of the Department of Health and
Rehabilitation for the County of
Essex and also serves as the 
mayor of Fairfield Township. She 
is a board member of both the 
New Jersey Conference of Mayors
and the New Jersey League of
Municipalities. 

David F. Carney ’63, of West
Orange, was appointed chairman
and chief executive officer of 
Lincoln Technical Institute, the
largest privately held postsecondary
school system in New Jersey. 
Lincoln Technical Institute, and its
affiliated Cittone Institute, operate
13 automotive technology and infor-
mation technology schools in New
Jersey, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
Texas, Indiana and Illinois. Carney
previously owned and operated
information technology training
schools for 11 years. Dolores E.
Cross ’63, Ph.D. was presented
with an honorary Doctor of Humane
Letters degree from Sacred Heart
University in Fairfield, CT. Cross is
the first female president of Morris
Brown College in Atlanta. She pre-
viously served as president of
Chicago State University from
1990-97 and president of the GE
Fund in Fairfield. An avid marathon
runner, she recently completed an
autobiographical manuscript on
leadership titled “Breaking the Wall:
A Runner’s Diary.” Patrick J.
Farmer ’63, of Roseland, is now
licensed as a professional coun-
selor by the Board of Marriage and
Family Therapy Examiners. Farmer
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Monsignor Sheeran and 
10 Alumni Priests Honored

His Holiness Pope John Paul II in February bestowed
the honorary title of Prelate of Honor upon
Monsignor Robert Sheeran ’67, president of Seton

Hall University. Monsignor Sheeran was elevated from his
previous title of Private Chaplain to His Holiness.

The Pope also elevated two other alumni to Prelate of
Honor from their rank of Private Chaplain to His Holiness.
They are Monsignor Dennis J. Mahon ’66, executive
director of Catholic Community Services, and MMoonnssiiggnnoorr
Francis R. Seymour ’59, vice chancellor for Archdiocesan
archives in Newark.

The rank of Reverend Monsignor honors a priest 
with one of three titles: Private Chaplain to His Holiness,
Prelate of Honor and Protonotary Apostolic. Of the 
13 priests honored in February by the Archdiocese of
Newark, 11 are Seton Hall alumni.

The following alumni also were named Prelate 
of Honor:

Monsignor Lawrence W. Cull ’76/M.A.T. ’81, V.E.,
pastor at St. Michael’s Church, Cranford;

Monsignor Frederick M. Eid ’43/M.Div. ’47, 
retired priest of the Archdiocese of Newark;

Monsignor Neil J. Mahoney ’50, pastor at 
St. Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral, Newark; 

Monsignor Jeremias R. Rebanal, M.Div. ’76, pastor
at St. Aedan’s Church, Jersey City, and coordinator of the
Filipino Apostolate of the Archdiocese of Newark; and 

Monsignor Robert H. Slipe ’69, V.E., pastor at 
St. Peter the Apostle Church, River Edge. 

The title of Private Chaplain to His Holiness was
bestowed on the following alumni:

Monsignor Manuel A. Cruz ’76/M.A.T. ’81, director 
of pastoral care at St. Michael’s Medical Center, Newark;

Monsignor William J. Fadrowski, M.Div. ’87,
executive director for priest personnel and pastor at Queen
of Peace Church, North Arlington; and

Monsignor Paul D. Schetelick ’72, V.E., pastor 
at Sacred Heart Church (Vailsburg), Newark. 

The formal investiture took place at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark on April 30. 



owns the Farmer Funeral Home in
Roseland. Margaret L. Hoenig ’63,
of Jersey City, was awarded a
papal honor at the Archdiocesan
Center in Newark. The pontifical
medal, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice,
honors religious men and women
for outstanding and heroic service
to evangelization. She is a member
of St. Nicholas Parish in Jersey City
and director of formation for the
Society of Our Lady of the Way, 
a secular institute. Hoenig also 
has been active at St. Michael’s 
Russian Catholic Church in New
York City and has served at Villa
Nazareth in Rome.

Joseph G. Bilby ’65/M.A. ’82,
of Wall, co-authored (with William
C. Goble) Remember You Are
Jerseymen: A Military History of
New Jersey’s Troops in the Civil
War. A second edition of his book
about the history of the 15th New
Jersey Infantry is scheduled for
publication this spring. Bilby, the
supervising investigator of the 
New Jersey Department of Labor’s 
Central Investigation Office, is the
historical firearms editor for Black
Powder Times, contributing editor
for Military Images Magazine and
columnist for The Civil War News. 

Peter J. Kilmartin ’67, of 
Concord, MA, was named the 1999
parade marshall for Concord’s
Memorial Day Parade. He currently

serves as the first justice of the
Ayer District Court.

James C. Heimlich ’69/J.D.
’72, of Westfield, was sworn in
as superior court judge for Union
County. Heimlich previously served
as borough attorney of Roselle
Park and as the planning board
attorney for both Union County and
the borough of Kenilworth. Frank 
J. McCree ’69, of West Orange, 
was honored by the trustees of 
the Bergen School in Jersey City.
McCree, the headmaster of the 
Jersey City Preparatory School,
also was named employer of 
the year in education by the 
State Department of Labor. 
A board member of the West 
Orange Police Athletic League, he
is the co-founder and first commis-
sioner of the Mountaintop
Basketball League.

1970s
William J. Setaro ’70, of Tinton
Falls, was named superintendent 
of schools in the K-8 district by 
the Millstone Township Board 
of Education. Setaro previously
served as assistant superinten-
dent of schools in the K-8 district
of Freehold Township. 

Christine V. Bator ’71/J.D.
’75, of Princeton Junction, was

reappointed to a two-year term 
on the New Jersey State Bar
Association Board of Trustees.
Bator, an attorney with the Prince-
ton law firm of Courter, Kobert,
Laufer & Cohen, P.C., specializes
in corporate counseling, mergers
and acquisitions, health law and
finance. Joseph A. Bottitta
’71/J.D. ’74, of Florham Park,
received the New Jersey State
Bar Association Legislative Ser-
vice Award for his efforts to gain
passage of the Adoption and
Safe Families Act. Bottitta is 
an attorney with the law firm 
of Bottitta & Bascelli in West
Orange and Wayne. Patrick
J. Roma ’71, of Palisades Park,
was appointed judge of the
Superior Court of New Jersey.
Roma, a former state assem-
blyman and councilman for the 
borough of Palisades Park, previ-
ously was a partner at Friedman,
Pearlman & Roma in Jersey City.

Sister Theresa Kelly ’72, 
of North Haledon, was named
principal of Pope John Paul II
Elementary School in Clifton. 
Sister Theresa, who served as
provincial of the Salesian Sisters 
of the Eastern United States
Province, previously chaired the
technology department at Mary
Help of Christians Academy in
North Haledon and was the princi-
pal of St. Gerard School in

Paterson. Joseph P. LaSala, J.D.
’72, of North Caldwell, was named
a fellow of The American College of
Trial Lawyers. LaSala is a partner
with the Morristown law firm 
of McElroy, Deutch & Mulvaney.
Phillip R. Marcus, M.B.A. ’72, of
Newark, was appointed a visiting
professor in the department of com-
puter and information sciences at
Delaware State University in Dover.
He formerly was a senior staff
engineer at the Defense Logistics
Agency in Springfield. Sister
Adrianna Schouten, M.S. ’72, 
of Manitowoc, WI, was appointed
vice president and academic
dean of Silver Lake College in
Manitowoc. She formerly was a
principal at Bishop Rosecrans High
School in Zanesville.

Joseph P. Brennan Jr., J.D.
’73, of West Orange, was elected
section chief of surrogates in the
state of New Jersey. He also
serves on the Surrogates Judicial
Liaison Committee. Brennan, the
former deputy surrogate of Essex
County, previously was the attorney
for the Essex County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders.

John D. Clemen, J.D. ’74, of
River Vale, established the law firm
of Hooker, Pucciarelli & Clemen,
with offices in Woodcliff Lake, NJ,
and Tappan, NY. The practice spe-
cializes in corporate, real estate,

32 SETON HALL UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE

He has published more than 40 technical papers,
developed a mathematical equation to determine
density and is responsible for some major advances

in aerospace technology. For his many accomplishments,
Walter P. Alina ’56 has been nominated for induction
into the New Jersey Institute of Technology Patent 
Hall of Fame.

A native of Fords, New Jersey, Alina has more than 45
years of experience in the field of materials, metal finishing
and metallurgy (the science and technology of metals). 
He holds patents in 16 countries. Early in his career, Alina
developed and patented a process of manufacturing transis-
tors and junction devices, while employed as an engineer at
the Radio Corporation of America (RCA). This process
boosted America’s ability to compete against foreign
imports, stabilize the economy and create jobs. “It
helped reduce the price of manufacturing and simulta-
neously improved electrical characteristics, making
them more reliable,” Alina says. 

The vice president of General Magnaplate Corporation
in Linden, Alina is responsible for the listing of the world’s
most slippery solid in the Guinness Book of World Records.

The publication had listed Teflon, but the friction testing at
General Magnaplate proved that Hi-T-Lube deserved that
distinction. Developed by Alina’s firm, Hi-T-Lube has been
used by NASA since 1965 to send every vehicle into space,
land on the Moon and operate space shuttles and satellites.

The New Jersey Senate and General Assembly in a
joint legislative resolution recognized Alina’s achievements.
He received the prestigious Frank Laine Industrial Award
in 1972 for his advances in electroplating science and the
metal finishing industry.

A Patented Success

Walter P. Alina ’56 has been 
nominated for induction into 
the New Jersey Institute of
Technology Patent Hall of Fame
for his discoveries.



hospitality, aviation and commercial
litigation, trials and appeals. Robert
C. Rivas, J.D. ’74, of Bergenfield,
was a lead presenter at the fourth
annual BINHI Scholarship Awards
Gala Benefit for local and Philippine
dignitaries. The benefit honors out-
standing high school graduates.
Rivas, the mayor of Bergenfield, 
is the executive director of the
Bergen County Legal Services.
Michael Sodano ’74, of Cedar
Grove, chief executive officer of
Eventure, Inc., recently introduced
a career resource series. Launched
at Seton Hall University, the series
was designed to assist students in
securing entry-level employment.
Eventure is a communications 
production firm in Verona. 

Donna J. Ferraro ’75, M.D., of
River Vale, was named director of
psychiatry services at Park Ridge
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing
Center in Park Ridge. She has
served as a staff psychiatrist for the
Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation 
in West Orange and as a director 
of rehabilitation for Ingleside 
Nursing and Rehab Center in Old
Tappan. Ferraro has a private prac-
tice in River Vale and is on staff at
Pascack Valley Hospital in
Westwood. John Z. Jackson, J.D.
’75, of Princeton, was appointed
president of the Trial Attorneys 
of New Jersey in October 1999.
Jackson is a partner with the
Liberty Corner law firm of Kalison,
McBride & Jackson. Steven J.
Picco, J.D. ’75, of Pennington,
was named chairman of the
Northeast-Midwest Institute, a 
nonprofit, non-partisan research
organization in Washington, D.C. 
A partner in the Princeton law office
of Reed, Smith, Shaw & McClay,
LLP, Picco specializes in the areas
of environmental and energy law.

Richard (Rick) Cerone ’76, of
Teaneck, celebrated World Series
Week with the Parcells Council,
Knights of Columbus. He was a
guest speaker describing the rebirth
of baseball in Newark after half a
century. Cerone, a former Seton
Hall baseball standout and New
York Yankee, is the president of
the Newark Bears minor league
baseball team. Vincent E. Reilly,
J.D. ’76, of Succasunna, joined
the Morristown law firm of
McElroy, Deutsch & Mulvaney.
Reilly is retired from the Judge
Advocate General’s Corps of the
U.S. Army. 

John Fanelli, M.A.E ’77, of
Franklin, was named director of
technology for diocesan schools 
in Newark. Fanelli is the director 
of guidance and academic services

at Pope John XXIII High School 
in Sparta.

Roberta A. DeAngelis, J.D.
’78, of Lawrenceville, was named
assistant U.S. trustee for the dis-
trict of New Jersey. DeAngelis
previously was a partner in the
creditor’s rights department at the
Pennsylvania/New Jersey law
firm of Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien 
& Frankel. Florence Hughes,
J.D. ’78, of Princeton, was appoint-
ed assistant vice president of New
Jersey Manufacturer’s Insurance
Company and its subsidiary, New
Jersey Re-Insurance Company.
Hughes formerly was a deputy
attorney general with the New
Jersey Division of Criminal Justice
and special trial attorney with the
Federal Strike Force of the U.S.
Department of Justice.

Joseph F. Monti ’79, of
Lavallette, gave a lecture titled
“Courage of Colonial Girls and
Women” to the annual conference
of the Descendants of the
Founders of New Jersey. Monti 
is a teacher at Toms River High
School East.

1980s
Nola R. Bencze, J.D. ’80, of
Titusville, joined the law firm of
Parker, McCay & Criscuolo, with
offices in Marlton, Cherry Hill and
Lawrenceville. Bencze specializes
in bankruptcy and insolvency law;
commercial litigation; contract,
shareholder and employment 
disputes; and banking transactions.
Louis V. Capadona, M.B.A. ’80, 
of Belleville, received the Asso -
ciation for Commuter Transportation
Leader  ship Award at the Inter -
national Association for Commuter
Transportation conference in
Washington, D.C. He was honored
for creating the WorkPass program,
the first of its kind in the nation.
WorkPass, developed in response
to New Jersey Governor Christine
Todd Whitman’s “Work First New
Jersey” initiative, provides access
to reliable transportation for individ-
uals who are making the transition
from welfare to work. Capadona,
the director of sales and employ -
ment services at New Jersey
Transit, also created the successful
BusinessPass and OzonePass.
Timothy M. Donohue ’80/J.D. ’84,
of Westfield, established the West
Orange law firm of Arleo &
Donohue, LLC. He will continue 
to practice in all areas of civil and
criminal litigation. Donohue serves
as a trustee for the Seton Hall

School of Law Alumni Association.
Hugo A. Rodriguez, J.D. ’80, of
Miami, was elected to the National
Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers board of directors. He
practices in the federal public
defenders’ office of the southern
district of Florida. 

John J. Fahy, J.D. ’81, of
Rutherford, joined the Newark law
firm of Reed Smith Shaw & McClay.
A certified criminal trial attorney and
certified public accountant, Fahy 
is a member of the bar in New York

and New Jersey. Lynn Fontaine
Newsome, J.D. ’81, of Short Hills,
was sworn in as trustee of the 
New Jersey State Bar Association.
She is a partner in the law firm of 
Donahue, Braun, Hagan, Klein 
& Newsome, with offices in
Morristown, Short Hills and
Hackensack. Francis S. Rossi,
J.D. ’81, of Scotch Plains, was
named a GOP candidate for the
township council of Scotch Plains
by the Municipal Republican
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Career Center Expands Its Services

Seton Hall’s Career Center has established an alliance
with Drake Beam Morin (DBM), a career manage-
ment and transitions 

services resource. The
strategic partnership will
give alumni and graduating 
students access to an expanded range of career services,
including job leads, networking opportunities, profes-
sional seminars and career consultation, most of which
can be accessed online. 

According to Jacquline Chaffin, director of The Career
Center, DBM’s successful history of serving middle man-
agers and executive-level personnel will be especially help-
ful to Seton Hall alumni. “In addition to having access to
hundreds of employers — including many Fortune 100
companies — DBM offers state-of-the-art, online career
information, and it allows alumni to network with other
alumni,” she says. “The alliance provides another viable
avenue that our students and alumni can pursue to
enhance their careers.”

DBM’s Web site enables users to conduct customized
searches according to their job requirements and prefer-
ences. The site also hosts virtual job fairs that enable alum-
ni to explore job postings; discussion forums facilitated by
industry experts and geared to the latest job-search tactics
and strategies; and computer-based training courses to
sharpen their software skills.

Through DBM Alumni Career Services, Seton Hall
graduates can participate in hands-on learning experiences
designed to enhance the skills necessary to tap into new
opportunities, move up within an organization or become
entrepreneurs. Alumni can continually strengthen their
portfolios through access to DBM’s online career informa-
tion library, skills training and career-related links.

“We chose to work with DBM because their services
are in line with the Career Center’s goals,” Chaffin says.
“The diversity of its employer clientele and cutting-edge
online career management services will provide our gradu-
ating students and alumni with additional tools to conduct
successful career searches.”

For more information, visit The Career Center’s Web
site at studentaffairs.shu.edu/career.



guidance counselor and religion
teacher at St. Peter’s Preparatory
School in Jersey City. James B.
Johnston ’82, M.A. ’89/J.D. ’96,
of Union, was appointed to the New
Jersey State Bar Association’s 
Special Committee on Legal 
Education and was admitted to the
bar of the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Third Circuit. Johnston and his
wife, Maureen, also announced the
birth of their son, Conor Joseph.
Lawson R. McElroy ’82, of 
Pennington, was honored by the
Delta Upsilon Chapter of Trenton

for his accomplishments in the field
of law at the annual Achievement
Week Dinner of the Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Inc., in Langhorne, PA.
McElroy formerly served as the
assistant dean of admissions and
financial aid at Rider University.

Victor Angeline III, J.D. ’83, 
of East Brunswick, was elected 
co-chair of the construction and
public contract law section of 
the New Jersey Bar Association.
Angeline is a general counsel at 
M. Gordon Construction Co. in
Linden. John K. Brust ’83, of
Central Bridge, NY, was appointed
to the Pine Bush Preserve
Commission. The 11-member 
commission governs Albany’s 
environmentally sensitive and
unique pitch pine and scrub oak
barrens. Patrick T. Collins ’83, 
of Somerville, received the
Outstanding Board Service Award
at the annual Legal Services of
New Jersey Conference. Collins, 
a partner at the Norris McLaughlin
labor and employment law group in
Somerville, counsels clients regard-
ing employment policies; affirmative
action plans; and reduction in force,
termination and other employment
issues. Ellen O’Connell ’83, of
Princeton, was reappointed trustee
of the New Jersey State Bar
Foundation. An attorney at the 
law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meager & Flom in New York City,
O’Connell specializes in labor and
employment law.

John G. Bennis ’85 and
Bettina Bennis ’85, of Izmir,
Turkey, adopted a daughter, Kadie,
from China and a son from Bolivia.
Frank R. Dudis, M.B.A. ’85, of 
Fort Lee, was sworn in as a court-
appointed special advocate for
Essex County. His position involves
seeking permanent homes for
abused and neglected children. He
previously interned at the Appeals
Bureau of the Kings County
(Brooklyn) district attorney’s office.
Debra A. Marshall ’85, of Millburn,
was promoted to northeast regional
manager of public relations for
Comcast. Marshall previously was
area manager of public relations 
for Comcast in Union.

Lisa O’Donnell Fahoury ’86, 
of West Orange, announced the
launch of Creative Compost: Where
Great Marketing Ideas Grow, a
quarterly marketing newsletter, by
Fahoury Ink. She is president and
founder of this full-service advertis-
ing and promotion consulting firm 
in West Orange. Craig Kimble ’86,
of Boonton, joined the Florida
Department of Corrections as a

probation/parole officer. Lisa M.
Longo ’86, of Bloomfield, has relo-
cated to Fort Myers, FL, to become
a human services program special-
ist with the state Department of
Children and Families. Paul M.
Ward ’86, of Montclair, was pro-
moted to senior vice president of
communications for Nickelodeon’s
Nick at Nite and TV Land. Ward
previously served as vice president
of communications for Nick at Nite
and TV Land. 

John S. Wisniewski, J.D. ’87,
of Parlan, was reelected to a third
term as assemblyman for the 19th
Legislative District. Wisniewski is 
a partner in the Sayerville law firm 
of Ronan, Tuzzio & Giannone.
Robert H. Zetterstrom ’87, of
Sergeantsville, was promoted to
assistant vice president at New
Jersey Manufacturers Insurance
Company and its subsidiary, New
Jersey Re-Insurance Company.
Zetterstrom previously served as
assistant counsel.

Janice Z. Butler ’88, of
Flemington, has become a regis-
tered nurse and is a nursing
instructor at the Raritan Valley
Community College. James A.
Dempsey ’88, of Edison, was
elected to the board of directors of
the Middlesex County Branch of the
American Red Cross. Dempsey
currently is employed at Reed
Smith Shaw & McClay in Newark.
David E. Villalona ’88, of East
Brunswick, and his wife, Mary, in
May 1999 welcomed a daughter,
Olivia Nicole, who joins a sister,
Angela Mary. 

Carolyn E. Schnell Lowack
’89, of Nutley, was promoted to 
a learning disabilities teacher/
consultant with the Belleville Board
of Education. She previously was 
a special education teacher. Cheryl
Longo Marino ’89, of Morris
Plains, and her husband, Frank,
welcomed a son, Matthew Ryan, in
April 1999. Joseph A. Ricchezza
’89, of Glendora, was named
partner in the law firm of Rawle
& Henderson, LLP, with offices in
Marlton, Philadelphia and New York
City. Ricchezza specializes in prod-
uct liability, casualty, commercial
motor vehicles and aviation. 

1990s
Reverend John P. Bambrick,
M.D.M. ’90, of Manalapan, was
appointed pastor of St. Thomas
More Church in Manalapan. 
Father Bambrick is a member 
of the board of directors for the
Samaritan Center in Englishtown
and serves as chaplain of the
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With a client list that includes some of America’s
largest and most prestigious companies, Midnight
Media Group Inc. (MMGI) of Millburn, New

Jersey, is making its mark on the creative communications
industry. MMGI’s co-founder, David P. Emmerling ’76,
credits Seton Hall with giving him a strong foundation in
communications and the tools necessary to attract the likes
of Nabisco, Panasonic, AT&T and Mobil Oil (now merged
with Exxon).

After his freshman year in California, Emmerling left
the West Coast to come to Seton Hall. “I transferred from
USC [University of Southern California], which some 
people would regard as crazy,” he says. 

Making the most of his time at Seton Hall, Emmerling
became interested in various forms of media and majored
in communication. “During those years, I worked in the
television studio; the darkroom, doing photography for
the theater; and at the radio station, as well as having two
internships,” he explains.

It was at WSOU 89.5 FM, Seton Hall’s Pirate radio
station, where Emmerling met Walter Schoenknecht, his
future business partner. The two students handled engi-
neering and administrative tasks. “I was the music librarian,
and Walter was the production manager,” Emmerling says.
“We each had on-air shifts. It was really the radio 
station and the work-study programs at Seton Hall that 
put me in the communications field.”

MMGI specializes in digitally created media and
offers full creative and production services. “We produce
videotapes for large corporations,” Emmerling explains.
“They range in nature from information programs, like
benefits programs, to training programs that teach phle-
botomists how to draw blood properly, to sales programs
that get a sales force excited about a new program, to a
golf show on MSG [Madison Square Garden Network].”
In addition, MMGI provides 2-D and 3-D animation,
audio production, editing and directing service and
shooting packages.

Media Mogul

Committee. Rossi, an alternate
member of the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment, is 
corporate counsel to Bristol-Myers
Squibb Co. in New York City.

Jorge Becerra ’82/M.D.M ’85, 
of Hoboken, joined the staff of 
Pascack Mental Health Center 
in Park Ridge, where he provides
single, group and family counseling,
as well as marital counseling and
counseling for the physically chal-
lenged. Becerra serves as the
director of community service,



Manalapan police department.
Janet Mahoney, M.S.N. ’90, of
Middletown, earned a Ph.D. in
Research and Theory Development
in Nursing Science from New York
University. Mahoney is the director
of the M.S.N. graduate program at
Monmouth University in West Long
Branch. James G. Pietras, J.D.
’90, of Sicklerville, was one of three
shareholders from the law office of
Capehart & Scatchard, P.A., to par-
ticipate in the sixth annual Workers’
Compensation Update Program,
sponsored by the Council on
Education in Management. Pietras
specializes in the defense of
employers, self-insured and carriers
in workers’ compensation cases.
Anthony J. Tucci, J.D. ’90, of
Midland Beach, NY, recently gradu-
ated from New York University
School of Law with a Master of Law
in Taxation. Tucci, a certified public
accountant, has a private practice
in Staten Island. 

Suzanne Cocco-Midlige, J.D.
’91, of Bernardsville, was named
partner in the Morristown law firm of
McElroy, Deutsch, & Mulvaney. She
is a member of the firm’s Insurance
Services Practice Group, specializ-
ing in the areas of insurance and
commercial litigation. Mariellen
Dugan, J.D. ’91, of Cranford,
joined the law office of Kevin H.
Marino, P.C., with offices in Newark
and New York City. Dugan, a 
former assistant U.S. attorney for
the district of New Jersey, special-
izes in white-collar criminal defense
and complex civil litigation. Sister
Rosemary A. McSorley ’91, of
Pompton Plains, received the
Caritas Award from the Paterson
Diocese’s Catholic Charities. She
was recognized for her longtime
service to the poor and for her 50
years as a sister of the Holy Child
Jesus Order. Sister Rosemary is 
a partner at Cornelian Community
Counselors in Pequannock.
Vincenzo Paparo, J.D. ’91, of
Hackensack, was named partner at
the Hackensack law firm of Harris,
Beach & Wilcox, LLP. Edward P.
Rigby, M.S. ’91, of Brick, was
appointed as a voting member to
the national division of the
American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants. He provides
commentary and recommendations
involving key aspects of corporate
taxation to political and business
leadership. Rigby is the director of
tax at the Red Bank accounting firm
of Withum, Smith & Brown.

Susan M. Zaledonis-Garofalo
’92/M.B.A. ’94, of South Hacken -
sack, and her husband, Robert,

Adrian Griffin ’96 is living proof that with hard work 
and perseverance, dreams do come true. A native 
of Wichita, Kansas, Griffin earned a starting position

on the Boston Celtics after three successful years in the
Continental Basketball Association (CBA) and several
NBA tryouts.

A member of the Seton Hall University men’s 
basketball team from 1992-96, Griffin is one of only 
six Pirates to score more than 1,400 points (1,414) 
and grab 800 (803) rebounds during his college 
career. Among his honors, he was an All-BIG EAST
Conference selection twice; the 1996 BIG EAST
Basketball Scholar Athlete of the Year; and the 
recipient of the 1996 Haggerty Award, which is 
presented to the top college basketball player 
in the metropolitan area. Griffin finished his 
Seton Hall career ranking seventh in the BIG
EAST in both scoring and rebounding.

After graduation, Griffin spent three years
with the CBA’s Connecticut Pride basketball
team. Last season, he garnered the league’s 
Most Valuable Player honors, averaging 18.9
points per game and 7.6 rebounds per game.
Griffin then led the Pride to win the 1999 
CBA title, where he also was named the 
Finals Most Valuable Player.

Donning a No. 44 Celtics jersey, Griffin 
made an impressive NBA debut on November 2,
1999, against the Toronto Raptors, scoring 
14 points, 7 assists, 3 rebounds, 2 blocks 
and 2 steals. He was named the November 
co-winner of the Schick Rookie of the
Month award after leading the Celtics in
field goal percentage (.541), rebounds (7.9),
steals (2.34) and minutes played (35.2).

“It seems like a long journey, but the
things I went through and the things 
I learned helped me to get ready to play
in the NBA,” Griffin says. “It’s definitely 
a blessing the way things worked out.” 

Griffin and his wife, Audrey ’99,
have a daughter, Vanessa. 

From Pirate Pride to Celtic Pride

A starter for the Boston Celtics, Adrian
Griffin ’96 was named co-winner of the
Schick Rookie of the Month award in
November 1999.
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welcomed a daughter, Emily Ann, 
in September 1999.

Kevin P. Harrigan, M.B.A. ’93,
of Ponte Vedra Beach, FL, was
named executive vice president
and chief operating officer of Key
Home Equity Services. Harrigan
formerly was the senior vice presi-
dent for institutional sales and
acquisitions at EquiCredit, which
specializes in originating and selling
fixed- and adjustable-rate loans that
are secured by first and second
mortgages. Christopher Pratt ’93,
of Natick, MA, received the 1999
Dean Herman Schneider Award 
for Outstanding Contributions to 
the Advancement of Cooperative
Education Philosophy and Practice.
The award was presented at the
World Association for Cooperative
Education/Cooperative Education
Association International Confer -
ence in Washington, D.C. Pratt 
is director of the Office of Career
Services and Pre-Professional
Advising at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.

Nicole Schneider Chase, J.D.
’94, of New York City, and her hus-
band, Doug, announced the birth 
of their son, Ryan Douglass, in
October 1999. Michael Mongiovi
’94, of Verona, was featured in the
“trading card” series that depicted
the Verona Fire Department. A
graduate of the Bergen County Fire
Academy, he is a police officer in
Montclair. Gary W. Patterson Jr.
’94/M.B.A. ’98, of Bennington, VT,
received a J.D. from New York Law
School. Patterson, who specializes
in medical malpractice defense,
joined the law firm of Shaub &
Ahnutty, Citrin & Spatt.

Teresa C. Byrne, M.A.E. ’95, of
Basking Ridge, joined The Private
Bank as vice president and relation-
ship manager. Byrne previously
was vice president of PNC Bank
Advisor’s Group in Morristown.
Kathleen C. Feeney, J.D. ’95, of
Piscataway, was elected to the
board of directors of the Delaware-
Raritan Girl Scout Council. Feeney
is a counselor in the Somerset law
firm of Feeney McGlade, LLC.
Jennifer A. Kinsley, J.D. ’95, 
of Brielle, joined the Pennsylvania/
New Jersey law firm of Fox,
Rothschild, O’Brien & Frankel, LLP,
as an associate. Kinsley previously
practiced estate planning and real
estate law in Sea Girt and worked
as a litigation associate in Wall
Township. Darren K. Rydberg 
’95, M.B.A. ’99/J.D. ’99, of South
Orange, was appointed to a two-
year judicial clerkship with the
Honorable Katharine S. Hayden 

in the U.S. District Court in Newark.
Mark J. Sirninger ’95, of
Livingston, graduated cum laude
from Life University College of
Chiropractic in Marietta, GA, with 
a doctor of chiropractic degree.
Sirninger is a board certified chiro-
practic extremity practitioner desig-
nate. Karen M. Vieira-Kozlowski
’95, of Jersey City, joined the
Morristown law firm of Riker,
Danzig, Scherer, Hyland & Perretti,
LLP. She formerly was an associate
with the law firm of Brach, Eichler,
Rosenberg, Silver, Bernstein,
Hammer & Gladstone of Roseland.

Jennifer C. Concino, J.D. ’96,
of Williamsport, PA, joined the York
law firm of Stock & Leader, P.C., 
as an associate. Concino works 
primarily with the Estate Planning/
Estate Administration Practice
Group. Joanna Domanico, M.S.N.
’96, of Franklin Park, was pro -
moted to administrative director of
Women’s and Children’s Services
at Monmouth Medical Center in
Long Branch, an affiliate of the 
St. Barnabas Health Care System.
Domanico previously was the 
clinical director of the Regional
Newborn Center at Monmouth
Medical Center in Long Branch.
Victoria A. Karlson, J.D. ’96, 
of Little Falls, joined the intellectual
property-based law firm of
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, Ravin,
Davis & Himmel in Woodbridge.
Karlson is a member of the firm’s
corporate department. Jennifer
Alice Carr Keller ’96/J.D. ’99, of
Madison, joined the Newark law
firm of Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz,
Edelman & Dicker, LLP, as an
associate attorney. She was admit-
ted to the bar in New Jersey and
New York. Tristan M. Nelson ’96,
of Leonardo, is a development
associate at the Columbia Univer -
sity College of Physicians and
Surgeons in New York. Nelson 
previously was the coordinator for
alumni affairs at the University 
of Medicine and Dentistry of 
New Jersey in Newark. Carol J.
Wallace Post, J.D. ’96, of West
Palm Beach, FL, was named acting
city manager of Palm Beach
Gardens. A city attorney, Post is 
a member of the state and local
government law section of the
American Bar Association, presi-
dent of the Palm Beach County
Gator Club, and a volunteer and
board member with the Junior
Achievement Student Counseling
Program. Laura A. Russomano
’96, of West Caldwell, was named
director of special services for the
North Caldwell Board of Education.
Russomano also is the director of

PIRATE BLUE ATHLETIC FUND
PRESENTS A

Golf
“TERRIFIC TWOSOME”

for Summer 2000

Monday, July 17
Canoe Brook Country Club

Summit, New Jersey

Monday, August 7
Spring Lake Golf Club
Spring Lake, New Jersey

11 a.m. Lunch
12:30 p.m. Shotgun Start

Cocktails and dinner immediately following golf.

The entry fee of $400 per event, per person includes 
18 holes of golf, electric cart or caddies, lunch, cocktails and
beverages throughout the day, and the buffet/awards party.

Individual hole sponsorship per event is $350 per hole. 
If you have a foursome and sponsor a hole, a reduced 
corporate rate of $1,900 per event applies.

There will be prizes and gifts for all golfers and individual
winners, including the Richard J. Regan Trophy and the 
Sue Regan Trophy for the respective winners in men’s and
women’s categories.

A silent auction of sports memorabilia will be conducted
during the cocktail reception following each round of golf.

For more information, 
call (973) 378-9838 or (973) 378-2681.
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special services and learning dis-
abilities for the Riverdale Board of
Education. William A. Theobald,
M.S.T. ’96, of Flemington, was 
promoted to supervisor at Amper,
Politziner & Mattia, Certified Public
Accountants and Consultants. 
The firm has offices in Edison,
Flemington, Princeton and Wall
Township. Theobald has more
than 10 years of public account-
ing experience.

Joan M. Bosisio ’97, of Roselle,
was named account supervisor 
at Stern & Associates, a public
relations and marketing firm in
Cranford. She had been an account
executive with the firm since 1998.

Kimberly G. Bragg, J.D. ’98, of
Flemington, is now a staff accoun-
tant with Amper, Politziner & Mattia,
certified public accountants and
consultants in Flemington. Alan A.
Bornstein, J.D. ’98, of Westwood,
has become an associate with 
the Intellectual Property Practice
Group of Greenbaum, Rowe,
Smith, Ravin, Davis & Himmel 
in Woodbridge. Bornstein formerly
served as patent manager for Fuji
Film Photographic Chemicals.
Adelisa Reale Castello ’98, joined
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Little
Falls as a quality assurance spe-
cialist. She is pursuing a master’s
degree in English at Montclair State
University. Carrie A. Davey ’98, 
of Kenilworth, was named an ele-
mentary art teacher for the Roselle
Park School District. She instructs
grades 1-5 in the Aldene, Sherman
and Robert Gordon elementary
schools. Davey formerly was a 
fifth-grade teacher at St. Theresa’s
School in Linden. Anthony M.
Gardner ’98, of West Orange,
joined Salomon Smith Barney in
Little Falls as a service assistant.
Gardner is pursuing a master’s
degree in economics at Montclair
State University. Daniel A. Hagan,
M.B.A. ’98/J.D. ’99, of Westfield,
joined the Woodbridge law firm of
Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer. Hagan
previously served as an assistant 
to the director of administrative 
services at Seton Hall University’s
Stillman School of Business and 
as an intern for the New Jersey
Superior Court, Law Division.
Michelle LoMonte, J.D. ’98, of
Westfield, joined the Princeton 
law firm of Hill Wallack as an
associate. LoMonte, a member 
of the firm’s Banking and Secured
Transactions Group, specializes 
in acquisition finance, construction
financing and refinancing, loan
modification, restructuring, loan
documentation, workouts, foreclo-
sures and closings.

Christine Bove ’99, of Brooklyn,
NY, joined the international televi-
sion division of the National
Basketball Association. Jaime J.
Caputo ’99, of Somerville, joined
the emergency room staff at the
Medical Center of Ocean County,
Brick Division. Caputo, a member
of the Somerset County Mounted
Search and Rescue Team, is the
education and training coordinator
of the Hillsborough Rescue Squad.
Jenny Carroll, J.D. ’99, of
Westfield, joined the New Jersey
Bureau of Securities as an investi-
gator. While a student at the Seton
Hall University School of Law,
Carroll was an associate editor of
the Seton Hall Legislative Journal
and served on the Honor Counsel.
Arlyn Covington ’99, of Westfield,
is a teacher at the Lincoln-Hubbard
School in Summit. Covington previ-
ously served as a bilingual teacher
in Costa Rica and as a Spanish
instructor in California. Walter J.
Dorgan, J.D. ’99, of Paramus, is a
law clerk for Appellate Court Judge
David S. Baime in Morristown.
While a student at the Seton Hall
University School of Law, Dorgan
served as editor of the Seton Hall
Law Review. Gregory J. Rokosz,
M.D., J.D. ’99, of Parsippany, was
elected president of the New Jersey
State Board of Medical Examiners.
Rokosz is board certified in emer-
gency medicine and family practice.
Thomas N. Sweeney, J.D. ’99, of
Verona, joined the commercial liti-
gation law firm of Elliott, Reihner,
Siedzikowski & Egan, P.C., in Blue
Bell, PA. Lynne Urbanowicz-
Mulcahy, J.D. ’99, of Bernardsville,
and her husband, Bob, welcomed 
a son, Robert Henry, in February
1999. Teresa Vicente, J.D. ’99, of
South Orange, received a judicial
clerkship with Passaic County
Superior Court Judge George F.
Rohde Jr.

Marriages
Joseph S. Passalacqua ’77 to
Susan A. Schuchard

Frank R. Dudis, M.B.A. ’85 to
Tracee E. Davis

Jeff C. Jonas ’86 to
Melanie Totten

Lisa A. Zuckerman ’88 to
Kevin R. Queeney

Otilia Fernandez ’91 to
Eugene Duggan

Sandra Interieri ’91/M.S.N. ’96 to
Joseph Bernardo
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NEWS TO SHARE WITH SETON HALL CLASSMATES

PLEASE SEND OR FAX THIS FORM TO:

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE FAX: (973) 378-2640
ALUMNI NEWS AND NOTES

457 CENTRE STREET

SOUTH ORANGE, NJ 07079

Send in Your News...
...and let other alumni know of the good things 

happening in your life.

Now you can send us your news online at
alumni.shu.edu. Click on News and Notes.

Share your  recent  news of :
� New job or promotion. Include your new title, the full name 
and location of your company and your previous position.

� Professional or educational achievement. Completion of
advanced degree, professional certification, accreditation or
other achievements. Include the full name of the granting 
institution or association.

� Award or honor. Include the name of the award and the 
organization, along with the month you received it.

� Marriage. Provide the name of your spouse and Seton Hall 
University graduation information, if applicable.

� Baby or adoption. Provide the name of your spouse and 
the baby or child’s name, sex and birthdate or age.

We’ll publish your news in an upcoming issue of
the Seton Hall University Magazine.
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Memorial Tributes

Reverend Daniel A. Murphy, ’35 Ph.D., professor
emeritus of education at Seton Hall University,
died in October 1999 at the age of 85. Father

Murphy had been a member of the Priest Community
at Seton Hall for more than 60 years.

Father Murphy grew up in the Blessed Sacrament
Parish in Newark. He entered Seton Hall Preparatory
School as a freshman in 1927. He earned his undergrad-
uate degree at Seton Hall College and his Master of
Divinity degree from Immaculate Conception Seminary
School of Theology in 1939, the year he was ordained a
Roman Catholic priest. He also earned a master’s degree
and a Ph.D. in education from Fordham University.

Father Murphy began his educational career teach-
ing English, Latin and religion at Seton Hall Prep while

teaching theology part-time at Seton Hall College.
In 1948, he was appointed professor of education at Seton Hall, a position he

held until his retirement in the early 1980s. Since 1965, he had been moderator for
the Bayley-Seton League, a University support organization.

Father Murphy also was a Sunday assistant in area parishes, among them Holy Family
Church in Nutley and Saint Mary’s Church in Rahway, where he served for 31 years.

He is survived by his brother, Harry A. Murphy; two nieces, Judith O’Reilly and
Maryellen Murphy; and several grandnieces and nephews: H. Daniel Murphy, Jessica
Murphy, Keith O’Reilly, Christopher O’Reilly, Megan O’Reilly, Jodi McInerney and
Matthew Henderson.

Antonietta D. Acanfora ’92 to
John Scialabba

Natalie Batos ’92 to 
Christopher Vacca ’93

Stacey Lynn McKone ’92 to
Michael W. Miller

Kristin M. Novobilski, M.A.E.
’92/Ed.S. ’97 to

Vincent Baratta Jr., M.B.A. ’95

Brenda A. Pillari ’92 to
Soheil Azami-Soheily

Christine M. Carroll ’93 to
Sam L. Palmucci ’88

Toni-Ann Valvano ’94/’96 to
Michael Edwards

Denise Galanaugh ’95 to
John Bonczek ’95/M.B.A. ’97

Thomas P. Gavin ’95 to
Susan G. Stone

David J. Goodman, M.S.T. ’95 to
Hope R. Schlossberg

Vittoria Cosentino ’97 to
Angelo Valentin

Margaret Paul, M.P.A. ’98 to
Christopher J. Price

Yianni C. Provel, M.S.T. ’98 to
Amy N. Quinn

Hillary E. Uber ’98 to 
Howard T. Shirley

In Memoriam
Milton A. Feller ’25
Reverend Daniel A. Murphy ’35,
Ph.D.

Reverend Joseph A. Hearns ’36
Edwin A. Wujciak ’42
Reverend Thomas E. Davis ’45
Peter Castellano ’48
Frank V. Caruso ’49
Harry C. Dolan Jr. ’49
Frank A. Gamba ’49
Frederick C. Geoffroy ’49
Leonard P. Crann ’50
Paul J. Grimm ’50
Thomas W. Jamieson ’50
Philip S. Petruzzello ’50
Patrick R. Scotti ’52
William J. Daley ’53
Leonard A. Golden ’53

Reverend Daniel A. Murphy ’35, Ph.D.

Charles J. Weiss, Ph.D., professor of accounting at
Seton Hall University for 39 years, died in July 1999
at the age of 74. 
Before retiring in 1990, Weiss chaired the accounting

department and coordinated the accounting internship
program at the Stillman School of Business. He organized
Seton Hall’s Zeta Xi chapter of Beta Alpha Psi, the
accounting national honor society, and served as the first
faculty vice president. In addition, Weiss was the first
editor of the Seton Hall Journal of Business (now the Mid-
Atlantic Journal of Business).

Honored for distinguished service by the Internal
Revenue Service, Weiss was the first coordinator of the
continuing education program of the New Jersey Society
of Certified Public Accountants. A former member of the
editorial boards for the Journal of Accountancy and the New Jersey CPA Quarterly, he was
director of the New Jersey chapter of the Financial Executives Institute and regional
vice president of the American Accounting Association. 

Weiss’ three children — Howard ’71, Albert ’75 and Melinda Boronski — have
made a contribution to Seton Hall, in memory of their father, to the Charles J. Weiss
Scholarship Fund, which was established in 1990 upon Weiss’ retirement. The family
requests that memorial donations be sent to the Charles J. Weiss Scholarship Fund,
Seton Hall University, 457 Centre Street, South Orange, NJ 07079.

Charles J. Weiss, Ph.D.

�
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School of Law Alumni
Association Golf Outing,
Essex County Country Club,
West Orange, New Jersey.
(973) 642-8711. 

July
9

Young Alumni Summer
Reunion, 2-8 p.m., Bar
Anticipation, Belmar, New
Jersey. (973) 378-9827 or 
1-800-992-GRAD.

17
“Terrific Twosome” Pirate Blue
Athletic Fund golf outing, 
11 a.m. lunch, 12:30 p.m.
shotgun start, cocktails and
dinner immediately following.
Canoe Book Country Club,
Summit, New Jersey. (973)
378-9838 or (973) 378-2681.
(See page 36.)

August
7

“Terrific Twosome” Pirate Blue
Athletic Fund golf outing, 
11 a.m. lunch, 12:30 p.m. 
shotgun start, cocktails and
dinner immediately following.
Spring Lake Golf Club, Spring
Lake, New Jersey. (973) 378-
9838 or (973) 378-2681. 
(See page 36.)

World Youth Day Trip to Rome,
sponsored by Campus
Ministry. (973) 761-9545.

E X H I B I T S

May 4-June 23
“THE PERSPECTIVE FIGURE:
EXPRESSIONS OF WOMEN
BY WOMEN”
Presented by the Walsh
Library Gallery and co-
sponsored by the Graduate
Program in Museum
Professions, the exhibit is 
co-curated by Barbara Modell
and Patrick Shaw. Gallery
hours: 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday and
by special arrangement. 
(973) 275-2033.

July 5-August 18
“PUBLIC PATHWAYS: THE
LEGACY OF FREDERICK LAW
OLMSTED”
Images from this exhibit by
Nancy J. Ori at the Walsh
Library Gallery were taken 
in the Union County Park
System, which was designed
by The Olmsted Firm. The
exhibit is funded in part by 
a Heart Grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. Gallery hours:
10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday and by special
arrangement. (973) 275-2033.
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June
2

Class of 2000 School of Law
Commencement, 1 p.m., PNC
Bank Arts Center, Holmdel,
New Jersey. Continental
breakfast for graduates and
their guests begins at 9 a.m.,
with graduation Mass at 
10 a.m. (973) 642-8880.

15
Monmouth City Shore Setonian
“Day at the Races,” 11:30 a.m.,
Monmouth Park Racetrack,
Monmouth, New Jersey.
Omnibus box $35 per person.
Includes buffet luncheon, club
house admission, private 
seating, program and pen.
(973) 378-9821.

Ca
L e
N

d
A r

Seton Hall University Joseph P. Kenny ’53
Arthur J. Regan ’53
Renville R. Schoonoven, 
M.A.E. ’53

Samuel G. Conforth ’55
Rita M. Eck ’55
Reverend John J. Egan ’55
Adelaide M. Felton ’55
Sister Mary A. Kasprzak ’55
Leonard G. Labriola Jr. ’55
Anthony T. Zawalick ’55
Mildred R. Ferraro, M.A.E. ’56
Francis J. Hartmann ’56
Ernest S. Frino, M.A.E. ’58
Josephine Iorio ’58
William S. Hart Sr., M.A.E. ’59
Arthur T. Thomas ’60
Joseph J. Casey ’62
William F. Giesenhaus Sr. ’62
Susan M. Cassidy ’63
Robert A. Ernst ’63
Reverend Paul A. Viale ’63
William T. Hoolihan ’63
Claire A. Toth ’63
Elizabeth “Bette” A. La Forge ’65
Monsignor Robert J. Morel ’65
Caesar L. Ferrara, M.B.A. ’66
Gilbert B. Miller ’67
Horace Smith Jr., M.A.E. ’70
Doris M. Carner, M.A.E. ’73
Anne L. Hawkins, M.A.E. ’75
Carol W. McCracken, J.D. ’77
Hal S. Heller ’78
Michael S. Pemberton ’80
Susan (Skwisz) Adase ’83
Lela Jackson ’83
Billie G. Burozski, M.A.E. ’86
Adrienne J. Petit-Clair ’90
Sarah E. Altman, M.S.T. ’92
Florence N. Blumenfeld ’94
Colleen C. Schaefer, P.D.E. ’98
Russell S. Wilde Sr. ’98

Friends of the University

Claire Rondeau Barrett, Ph.D.
Grace Deelman
Ruel E. Foster
Louise Frazier
James G. Hitchcock
Diane LaRegina
Frances Malinowski
Stanley J. Nowik
John H. Shannon Sr.
Walter F. Smith
Al Tinari
Charles J. Weiss, Ph.D.

Yanka Cantor’s sculpture “Day-
dreamer” (1999,wonderstone, 
6 x 8 x12"). The works of Cantor,
a Manhattan-based artist, can 
be found in numerous private
collections in the region.



BY REVEREND JOHN F. MORLEY ’58, PH.D.

Very Reverend Thomas R. Peterson, O.P., was inau-
gurated as chancellor of Seton Hall University on
October 13, 1990. On that occasion, I joined seven

other representatives of the University community in
expressing greetings to our new chancellor. I spoke on
behalf of the Priest Community.

I wanted very much in the two minutes allotted for these
remarks to give Father Peterson some “advice.” But as
much as he might have appreciated my “advice,” I knew 
he would be much more impressed by “advice” from St.
Thomas Aquinas. Aquinas, of course, was also a Dominican, 
a man of the 13th century, whose works on philosophy and
theology still have an important place in Church scholarship.
He was intelligent and astute and, in suggesting in one of 
his works “remedies of sorrow or pain” (Summa Theologiae), 
I believe he was also describing a pattern for life.

It was this pattern that I proposed to Father Peterson
10 years ago: The arguments of Aquinas that pain or 
sorrow is assuaged in five ways — through pleasure,
tears, the sympathy of friends, contemplating the truth,
and rest and relaxation.

Father Peterson is the man he is because, I am convinced,
he sought these remedies as an enhancement of life. The
pleasure recommended by Aquinas, and achieved by Father
Peterson, was obviously not hedonism but, rather, the joys
that loving family relationships and devoted friendships can
bring into a person’s life. I am certain his membership in the
Priest Community at Seton Hall brings him satisfaction and
happiness. His goodness to the Priest Community will be
long remembered, as will all his efforts on our behalf.

It was Father Peterson who was responsible for the reno-
vation of the Priest Community dining room. He encouraged
special monthly dinners to celebrate holidays or feast days.
Anyone who saw his personal interest in choosing the menu
and decorations for these dinners would quickly see what
pleasure he took in all of this.

I think he is happiest when he is enjoying the camaraderie
of other priests, enriching us with his wisdom, his priestly
example and his sense of humor. This, of course, is so
because Father Peterson’s greatest joy is the priesthood,
which has given him the great blessing of touching the lives
of so many people.

Sorrow has been a part of Father Peterson’s life during his
10 years at Seton Hall. Two members of his family have died.
He has been present at the deathbeds of priest colleagues
and mourned with many members of the University commu-
nity over the loss of their loved ones. His understanding of
the sorrow of others, and his sympathy for them, has led him
to bring his personal consolation to mourners at innumerable
wakes and funeral liturgies.

For the second time in his life, Father Peterson grieved
over the loss of students in residence hall fires. In offering
Mass for one of these students, he wept. His tears and words
came from a heart full of sorrow and a sense of loss.

Aquinas’ third suggestion involves the sympathy
of friends, and he argues that when people experience 
support from their friends, they realize they are loved. 
I hope Father Peterson is aware of the love and esteem
that the Priest Community and the entire Seton Hall
community have for him.

The contemplation of truth is St. Thomas’ fourth recom-
mendation. He is referring, of course, to the contemplation
of God and the eternal life that He promises to those who
follow His will. I have little doubt that this is, and has long
been, a hallmark of Father Peterson’s life. I also believe he
has realized the implications of truth in other areas.

The truth that education needs resources to be effective
influenced Father Peterson in building the Walsh Library.
The truth that his own knowledge and expertise should be
shared with students led him into the classroom one semes-
ter each academic year to teach Eastern philosophy and reli-
gion. The truth of the need for commitment to all members
of society brought him to regular participation in an adult
education program in Newark.

Father Peterson’s quest for truth is certainly based on
God, and because of that he is able to appreciate the truth
that is, and must be, the foundation of all our relationships
with other people.

Finally, Aquinas recommends sleep and baths to assuage
the pain and difficulties of life. In contemporary terms, the
saint is proposing that we keep rest and relaxation in our
lives. I fear that Father Peterson has not had enough of
either during his years at Seton Hall as he fulfilled his duties
and responsibilities, although he would frequently instruct
us to rest and relax. 

This reflection is not meant to be an assessment of how
faithfully Father Peterson followed the suggestions of his
fellow Dominican but rather a reminder to all of us that
we have been enriched by our contact with this man. 
His service to the University and the community at large, 
his commitment to the Church, his love of his ministry as
a priest, as well as all those qualities that made him a caring
person, interested in knowing us and sharing our lives,
are what count in our appreciation of Father Peterson.

Reverend John F. Morley ’58, Ph.D., associate professor of
religious studies, served as minister to the Priest Community 
in 1983-92 and 1997-98. 
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