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What is HathiTrust?

HathiTrust is a not-for-profit collaborative of 200+ academic and research libraries, preserving 17.4+ million

digitized items. HathiTrust offers reading access to the fullest extent allowable by U.S. copyright law,

computational access to the entire corpus for scholarly research, and other emerging services based on the

combined collection. HathiTrust stewards this collection under the aims of scholarly, not corporate, interests.

HathiTrust holds the largest set of digitized books managed by the academic, research, and library community.

Mission: The mission of HathiTrust is to contribute to research, scholarship, and the common good by

collaboratively collecting, organizing, preserving, communicating, and sharing the record of human knowledge.

Vision: HathiTrust will be a vital catalyst for emerging forms of research, teaching, and learning that engage the

scholarly and cultural record.

What does HathiTrust do?

HathiTrust members participate in the development of a common good service while accessing services and

programs that benefit their users. Working collaboratively through member libraries, the organization aims to

transform research libraries to serve the wider scholarly enterprise and to address large scale challenges

libraries collectively face and can better solve together. HathiTrust manages programs to find and open public

domain materials, to expand access to U.S. federal publications, to develop a distributed, shared network of

print collections, and to develop services that support advanced computational research.

By the Numbers

Library membership: 176 member institutions serving 284 campuses.

State systems represented: 5

Institutions supporting infrastructure and operations of HathiTrust: 4

(California Digital Library, Indiana University, University of Illinois, University of Michigan)

HathiTrust core staff:  12

February 2021 HathiTrust Collection Snapshot

● 17,481,112 total volumes

● 8,433,192 unique book titles

● 471,837 serial titles

● 6,118,389,200 pages

● 782 terabytes

● 207 miles

● 14,203 tons

● 6,843,790 volumes (~39% of total) in the

public domain in the U.S. (4.4 M vol.

worldwide)
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Service Area Benefits & Opportunities

Search and discover 17.4+ million books and download
full-text PDFs of public domain items. Contribute your
digitized content, including U.S. Federal Documents or
valuable collections.

Participate in ongoing, award-winning initiative to make
more materials available in the public domain. Offer
professional development to your library staff as a
HathiTrust program reviewer.

Participate in the largest shared print monograph
program and ensure access for your users. Link
preservation of HathiTrust digital collections and
corresponding print holdings

Integrate computational analysis tools into your
institution’s research services. Access secure research
computing environment for copyrighted items.

Member and Non-Member Access to HathiTrust Digital Library

HathiTrust Digital
Library Item

Member Affiliate All Others

Copyrighted Item* ● Search all words in text
● Advanced computational access
● Full-book download on behalf of

users with print disabilities, with
registration

● Search all words in text
● Basic computational access

Public Domain Item
(number of PD items
available depends on
user’s location in U.S. or
outside U.S.) and Creative
Commons-licensed Items

● View and read online
● Search all words in text
● Advanced computational access
● Full-book and page-by-page

download

● View and read online
● Search all words in text
● Basic computational

access
● Page-by-page download
● Full-book download of

non-Google-digitized items

*Activation of the Emergency Temporary Access Service permits access to digitized copies of copyrighted items that match items

held in their institution’s library.


