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Panel 1 – Anthropology of Digital Things 24 April, 11 am at Corrigan 62

Digital Humanities and the Future of Student Research Behind Paywalls
Helen Jakubowicz, Anthropology and History double major
This presentation will give an overview of the Hidden Voices grant and its purpose, my 
involvement in grant blog, the two works focusing on social media’s outreach after a disaster 
that I read and analyzed, and my reflections on the nature of research on social media data 
given the surprising challenges we faced. I participated in training to look for textual data 
online that is situated behind paywalls and the experience raises a new question: what does 
the future of research and digital humanities look like when many sources need to be paid for 
to be looked at? This presentation will summarize experiences with Twitter/X over the course 
of a year, reflect on what paywalls mean for the future of the digital humanities and the 
implications that it will pose for student research. To conclude, it will share some ways and 
remedies that others have used around these possibly unfair paywalls, focusing on methods 
students and educators have been using to get around them.

Investigative Aesthetics and Open-source Witnesses
Melissa Myrtaj, Diplomacy and International Relations major, Anthropology minor
 This project explores the nature of post-conflict architecture through the lens of 
anthropology. In recent decades, the emergence of investigating cases of violence and 
violations of human rights has taken a new turn with the emergence of terms like “material 
witnesses” used alongside “investigative aesthetics.” These efforts seek to create a platform 
for anti-hegemonic investigation that provides support for those struggling for justice against 
those with established power. These investigations require aesthetics and imagination and 
are relatively a new concept and a new reaction to politics and truth-finding. I present how 
this newly emergent literature and approach to data collection responds to human rights 
concerns by focusing on the built environment as related to Israel-Palestine. I explore the 
works of open-source investigators using forensic architecture among others to provide 
perspective on the ongoing conflict in Israel-Palestine and reflect on how this type of anti-
hegemonic investigation may shape and potentially shift culture, knowledge, and power.

Exploring the Legacy of Herbert Kraft
Lejla Behric, Anthropology major, Criminal Justice and Archaeology double minor
 This research project explores the influence or impact of archaeologist Herbert C. Kraft's 
work on the Lenni-Lenape Indians of New Jersey through an examination of how Kraft's 
findings and studies are used in educational programs within schools, museums, and 
various institutions across the state on one hand, and in scholarly citations of key works on 
the other. Employing a dual-focused approach, this project looks at recent initiatives in two 
key domains: digital explorations of public education programs, and citation data on 
scholarly works spanning the past decade. In addition, findings based on Kraft’s teaching 
materials in previously unpublished archives will be brought into consideration. In seeking to 
evaluate the impact and influence of Kraft's research, this study will also explore digital and 
scholarly initiatives in public anthropology over the past decade with emphasis on the 
utilization of alternative metrics to gauge scholarly impact.

Faculty discussant – Dr. Jessica Dimka
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