
WordPress
YOUR OPTIONS FOR STARTING A SITE.



wordpress.com
The commercial side of WordPress

Runs on basically the same code base

Some presentational differences

Limited options

Maintenance-free



Start Your Setup: 
Login, Domain, Billing Plan

CREATE A LOGIN SELECT A PLANSETUP DOMAIN NAME



Set Up The Basics



Menus for Navigation



Adding Menu Items



Modifying Your Home Page
Change text, graphics and more.



Once You’ve Saved Your Work



Adding a Post and Media



Working With 
The Block Editor
a.k.a. “Gutenberg”

Ready-made containers for different 
kinds of content.

The entire page is made up of blocks, 
and blocks-within-blocks

Click anywhere to see the options 
available.



Modifying A Block
IMAGE BEFORE CLICK THE REPLACE BUTTON



Example Blocks
SOCIAL MEDIA: CLICK AND ENTER YOUR LINK NICE PODCAST FORMATS



Adding a Block



Before/After Slider
BEFORE AFTER



Available Blocks of All Kinds



Patterns for Page Layout



Post Options, Information, Publishing



The Customizer



More Site Options: Themes, Plugins, 
Discussions, Anti-Spam



The Classic Dashboard



Self-Hosted 
WordPress
Offers all the functionality available to 
WordPress.

Can be a reasonable monthly cost.

Requires you to maintain the site 
properly (which isn’t hard).

There are many, many vendors out 
there.  This is who I use, but your 
requirements may vary.

Many sites offer recommendations, 
but be wary.

https://wpshout.com/best-wordpress-
hosting-2019/



Select A Plan, Launch A Site, Pick A Domain 



Make A Few Decisions, Launch A 
WordPress Site



SHU Blogs
Supported in-house

Full array of themes and plug-ins

Linked to your SHU account

Can be exported and imported into 
another platform



Just Click The “Request A Blog” Link



In Conclusion
wordpress.org is simple, but limited at the free 
version.

Self-hosted options come in a variety of price points

All require your maintenance if you want to stay out 
of trouble

• Do regular updates to core, themes and plugins

• Run a back-up plugin such as Updraft Plus

• Run a security plugin like WordFence

• Watch for spam, keep an eye out for unusual 
activity

blogs.shu.edu is available to members of the SHU 
community



Questions


