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On January 25, U.S. 
President Joe Biden an-
nounced that the United 
States would send 31 M1A2 
Abrams tanks to Ukraine, 
although they would not 
be from America’s current 
stockpile, reports Politico. 
The war in Ukraine has 
brought armored combat 
back into focus in a way 
not seen since the Gulf  
War. For the first time in 
thirty years, tanks once 
again bear the brunt of  
large-scale offensives, as 
the Russian Army fields 
an army of  tanks not seen 
since the last time Russia 
marched west in World 
War II. Ukraine, however, 
will now be bolstered by 
advanced tanks donated 
by the U.S. and Germany. 
This comes as a reversal 
of  President Biden’s earlier 
statements, which indicat-
ed he was holding off  on 
sending tanks as he was 
worried about escalation, 
as reports the Associated 
Press. The M1A2 tank is 

the most advanced tank 
that the US currently op-
erates and is also operated 
by the Australian, Polish, 
and Saudi Armed Forces. 

Within the same two 
days as President Biden’s 
announcement, German 
Chancellor Olaf  Scholz 
announced that his gov-
ernment will send 13 
Leopard 2A6 tanks and 
training crews to Ukraine 
as well, and also allow 
other European countries 
to send their Leopard 
stockpiles, reports NPR. 
Sweden and Poland have 
both expressed interest 
in sending their Leopard 
tanks through this initia-
tive as well. These two 
deliveries come around a 
month after the United 
Kingdom decided to send 
14 Challenger 2 tanks to 
Ukraine, contributing to 
what outgoing Ukraine 
Defense Minister Oleksii 
Reznikov has repeatedly 
referred to as a “tank co-
alition,” reports The Hill. 

Tanks have played 
an important part in the 
Ukrainian conflict and 

continue to show their 
dominance on the battle-
field. Russia has recently 
made the move to intro-
duce their supposed cut-
ting-edge T-14 Armata 
tank onto the battlefield, 
although intelligence re-
ports have shown that the 
T-14s have been plagued 
with problems ever since 
they were introduced in 
2015, reports Newsweek. 
The slew of  tanks going 
to the frontlines also raises 
the question of  what else 
will be sent– will European 
countries soon start send-
ing fighter jets as well? Ac-
cording to The Guardian, 
the U.S. and UK have both 
ruled out sending their 
own jets for fear of  pro-
voking escalatory moves 
from Putin. However, 
three months ago, these 
same nations also ruled out 
sending their own tanks, so 
many analysts have point-
ed out that this position 
may evolve over time. 
Many Eastern European 
countries are also looking 
to offload their antiquated 
Soviet jets, and would like 
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Is Western Criticism of Qatar a 
Reflection of Colonialist Thought?

Eman Fatima
Staff Writer

When Qatar was cho-
sen to host the 2022 
FIFA World Cup, several 
soccer fans and people 
around the world were 
disappointed, given that 
Qatar is responsible for 
violating many human 
rights. Others, however, 
responded that the West 
is hypocritical in its criti-
cism since they have been 
responsible for human 
rights violations as well. 
There is no doubt that 
the West tends to critique 
the countries in the East. 
It makes it easier for the 
West to judge when they 
hold power worldwide 
and have gotten away 
with many controver-
sial and questionable ac-

tions domestically and 
internationally. However, 
Qatar should be held ac-
countable and criticized 
like any other West-
ern or Eastern country.

Expatica reports that 
Qatar is a “fascinating 
cultural mosaic and home 
to the second-largest ex-
pat community in the 
world.” Its culture is al-
ready fascinating to for-
eigners, and the economy 
has flourished throughout 
these decades. But unfor-
tunately, the beauty of  the 
culture becomes less sig-
nificant when one learns 
about Qatar’s dark and 
dehumanizing present. 

One of  the controver-
sies is how the migrants 
in Qatar were treated like 
slaves. The Guardian in-
dicates that the treatment 

resulted in the death of  
at least 6,500 migrants 
since the World Cup was 
awarded to Qatar in 2010. 
The brutal conditions for 
the migrant workers and 
how little they were paid 
were causes for criticism. 
These critiques are said to 
be hypocritical consider-
ing the working system in 
the United States.  Work-
ers are also exploited and 
not paid well, working 
conditions are unsafe, 
and there are reports that 
modern-day U.S. slavery 
exists in the form of  traf-
ficking and forced labor. 
A lot of  workers in the 
U.S. who work as jani-
tors, cooks, and cleaners 
are hired from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. But unfor-
tunately, these issues in 
the U.S. are lesser known 

than what is happening 
in Qatar. Yet, just be-
cause one issue is getting 
more coverage, that does 
not mean what Qatar has 
done should be ignored. 
To dehumanize humans 
to the point that they die 
while working is a mas-
sive violation of  human 
rights. Human rights and 
worker’s rights violations 
should be condemned 
whether in the Glob-
al South or in the West.  

The other criti-
cism is over how Qatar 
treats members of  the 
LGBTQ+ community 
and women. According 
to VOX, there exist laws 
prohibiting sexual rela-
tionships between peo-
ple of  the same sex, and 
“LGBTQ+ Qataris con-
tinue to report widespread 

police harassment and 
intimidation.” Though, 
VOX reports, organizers 
of  the event have stated 
that LGBTQ+ fans would 
be “welcome and safe,” 
those criticizing Qatar and 
the World Cup’s organiz-
ers continue to be wary. 

Some people have ar-
gued in response to this 
controversy that the West 
should not enforce its be-
liefs on others. In some 
ways, this is arguably cor-
rect, as the West is known 
for pushing its ideologies 
worldwide. But to assume 
that LGBTQ+ people and 
their rights are a Western 
ideology is an ignorant 
statement, considering 
there are many queer and 
transgender people in the 
Middle East that have 
to live secretly in a scary 

world where they could 
be killed for their identity. 
Qatar is undeniably a part 
of  this scary world. Oth-
ers argue that homopho-
bia is not limited to Qatar; 
it still exists in the West 
despite all the hard work 
of  activists for decades.  

Some critiques of  Qa-
tar appear colonialist and 
hypocritical, but that does 
not change the funda-
mental truth about Qatar: 
it is a dystopian petrostate 
built on slave labor where 
migrant workers, wom-
en, non-muslims, and 
queer people are treated 
as less than human. The 
West may have its own 
problems, but its cri-
tiques of  Qatar’s wealthy 
elites whose houses are 
built and staffed by an 
oppressed underclass 
of  noncitizen workers 
are no less warranted.
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to replace them with west-
ern-made equipment. If  
smaller nations are given 
the go-ahead by NATO or 
the EU then Ukraine might 
have a load of  jets arriving 
in Kyiv in the near future. 

The role of  military 
aid to Ukraine cannot be 
understated. It has fun-
damentally kept Ukraine 
from falling to Russia and 
had allowed the country 
to keep fighting. The sheer 
amount of  economic and 
military aid to Ukraine has 

kept a war-torn nation alive 
and ready to fight, and the 
shipment of  nearly sixty 
tanks over the next few 
months will provide yet 
another edge in the war as 
Russia prepares for anoth-
er offensive on the first an-
niversary of  the beginning 
of  the war, reports BBC 
News. Support from west-
ern allies and the continued 
lend-lease programs enact-
ed by them will keep mak-
ing a difference in Ukraine, 
and the impact of  tanks 

as a representation of  this 
aid is a perfect example. In 
four months, when there 
will likely be a summer 
offensive in Ukraine, one 
only needs to look at the 
number of  tanks used in 
battle to see the true im-
pact of  this growing tank 
coalition and how it is al-
tering the face of  the war. 
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Western Nations Pledge Tanks to Ukraine 

MIA2 Abrams tank, like the ones the U.S. has promised to Ukraine.
Courtesy of  7th Army Training Command (Flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0
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Violence on the Rise After Right Wing 
Government Elected in Tel Aviv

Catherine Anderson
Staff Writer

Karam Ali Salman, an 
18-year-old Palestinian 
man, was killed on Janu-
ary 28 during an attack by 
Israeli settlers in a West 
Bank settlement. The 
Washington Post reports 
that this was just one of  
at least 144 reported at-
tacks in the  West Bank 
that day alone. It followed 
the January 27 shooting in 
occupied East Jerusalem, 
in which a Palestinian 
shooter killed 7 people 
outside of  a synagogue. 
The shooting, the dead-
liest attack on Israelis 
since a 2008 shooting that 
killed 8 people, came just 
one day after an Israeli 
military raid killed 9 Pal-
estinians in the West Bank 
on January 26, reports 
the Associated Press.

This violence follows 
the deadliest year for Pal-
estinians in the West Bank 
recorded since 2004. The 
Associated Press reports 
that in 2022, nearly 150 

Palestinians were killed in 
the occupied West Bank 
and East Jerusalem, and 
30 people were killed 
in Palestinian attacks 
against Israelis. In Janu-
ary alone The New York 
Times reports that more 
than 30 Palestinians have 
been killed in the West 
Bank, making it one of  
the territory’s deadliest 
months in recent history. 

The recent uptick in 
violence coincided with 
United States Secretary 
of  State Antony Blinken’s 
visit with the president 
of  the Palestinian Au-
thority, Mahmoud Abbas, 
which took place on Jan-
uary 31, writes The New 
York Times. The New 
York Times continues 
that following the meet-
ing, Blinken called for 
an end to the violence in 
the region, as well as an-
nouncing an additional 
$50 million in U.S. fund-
ing for the United Na-
tions Relief  and Works 
Agency, the oldest UN 
Agency that specifically 

aids Palestinians. While 
The New York Times 
reports that the U.S. re-
mains hopeful for a peace 
agreement that would es-
tablish a Palestinian state, 
there are many obstacles 
to achieving peace in the 
region. Perhaps the most 
serious threat to stabili-
ty in the region is Israel’s 
newly sworn-in far-right 
government, experts say. 

The New Yorker re-
ports that part of  the 
danger with Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s new government is 
that it will not prioritize 
its relationships with 
Western countries. Prior 
governments were moti-
vated to avoid escalation 
in order to remain in the 
international communi-
ty’s good graces, but this 
administration has been 
particularly open about its 
policies towards Palestin-
ians, which have been de-
scribed as discriminatory. 
As such, the New Yorker 
furthers that the Israeli 
government is not likely 

to change its policies or 
actions to accommodate 
or appeal to Western hu-
man rights organizations. 

In fact, despite having 
only been in power for 
just over a month, Net-
anyahu’s administration 
has already significantly 
increased tensions with 
Palestine. On January 3, 
Israeli National Security 
Minister  Itamar Ben-
Gvir led a visit to the 
al-Aqsa Mosque com-
pound, which is Islam’s 
third holiest site, reports 
Al Jazeera. The action 
was seen as a direct prov-
ocation in part because it 
represents a disruption of  
the status quo. Ben-Gvir 
has previously called for 
increased Jewish access to 
the site, which Palestin-
ians believe to be a sign 
that Israel plans to take 
complete control over the 
site, and by extension an-
nex the occupied territo-
ries. The visit, which has 
been condemned by na-
tions such as Jordan, the 
United Arab Emirates, 

and Egypt as a “storming” 
of  the holy site, was seen 
by Palestinians as a threat 
to the status quo, which 
currently only allows 
Muslim worship at the 
site, explains Al Jazeera. 
While Israeli far-right ex-
tremists have called for 
this to change in the past, 
Al Jazeera notes that most 
leading rabbis and oth-
er prominent Orthodox 
Jews oppose this idea. 

As Netanyahu’s gov-
ernment has already 
shown a willingness to 
provoke tensions in the 
region, it is evident that 
the administration poses a 
remarkable shift from the 
previous status quo of  a 
two-state solution. Reu-
ters reports that the situ-
ation is made only more 
worrisome to Palestin-
ians because, while Israel 
has normalized relations 
with other Arab states, 
Palestine has grown more 
isolated. The New Yorker 
also points out that while 
Israel’s government could 
be compared to other far-

right movements that have 
gained traction in recent 
years, the stakes are high-
er in Israel because of  its 
superior military capabili-
ties compared to the rest 
of  the region and the im-
plications for further con-
flict. Reuters states that 
progress toward a peace 
agreement has stalled and 
the situation has steadi-
ly worsened. If  violence 
continues to escalate, 
the consequences could 
be dire for Palestinians.
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On January 31,100 
people were killed and 
more than 225 people 
were wounded in a sui-
cide bombing attack at a 
mosque in Peshawar, a 
city located in Northwest-
ern Pakistan. According 
to Al Jazeera. The blast 
brought down the roof  
on over 300 worship-
pers as they began their 
prayers. This was the 
first attack in Peshawar 
since last March when a 
Shia Mosque was target-
ed by the Islamic State 
of  Khorasan Province, 
the Pakistani/Afghan 
branch of  ISIS, which 
killed almost 60 people. 

Peshawar is the largest 
city in the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province, locat-
ed in a region has been 
dominated by a Taliban 
resurgence that Pakistan’s 
government and military 
is struggling to contain. 
The Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP), which 
is separate from the Tal-

iban in Afghanistan but 
share the same funda-
mentalist interpretation 
of  Islam, has maintained 
an insurgency throughout 
Pakistan for the past 15 
years. The Guardian re-
ports that the group has 
claimed responsibility for 
some the deadliest terror-
ist attacks in the country 
including a 2014 massacre 
at a school in Peshawar 
where 132 children were 
killed.  Since the Afghan 
Taliban took power in 
2021, the TTP has been 
bolder in their actions. 
They have instilled more 
fear in communities who 
now believe that a TTP 
takeover of  the country 
is no longer impossible.  

There is a debate about 
who is responsible for 
the attack, the TTP has 
released mixed reports 
about claiming and deny-
ing responsibility. After 
the bombing a low level 
TTP commander claimed 
responsibility for the at-
tack, but ten hours later 
the official TTP spokes-
person, Mohammad Khu-

rasani, denied the TTP’s 
role in the event and re-
affirmed that it is not 
their prerogative to target 
religious sites and those 
that violate their policies 
will be held accountable. 
Khurasani did fail to ac-
count for why the Com-
mander affirmed being 
responsible for the bomb-
ing. The Associated Press 
reports that “The TTP’s 
denial also came after the 
Afghan Foreign Ministry 
condemned attacks on 
worshippers as contrary 
to the teachings of  Islam”. 

The Afghan Taliban 
are accused of  shelter-
ing TTP leadership and 

fighters and the mosque 
bombing would place 
more pressure on the 
tense relationship be-
tween the two organiza-
tions. The Afghan Taliban 
used to secretly provide 
sanctuary to TTP fighters 
but had been open about 
sheltering the TTP after 
coming to power in 2021, 
according to the United 
States Institute of  Peace. 
The Taliban has said mul-
tiple times that they will 
not support anyone, even 
the TTP, to use their ter-
ritory for attacks against 
another country. Pakistani 
officials have critiqued 
these claims and brought 

up how there is a differ-
ence between the Tali-
ban’s words and actions.  

Prior to this attack, Pa-
kistan has faced lots of  
political and social insta-
bility on many ends. Last 
April a vote of  no-confi-
dence took place in Par-
liament, and Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan was removed from 
office. Since then, Khan 
has led a growing oppo-
sition movement against 
the coalition government 
and military holding the 
nation together. Pakistan’s 
economy has also been 
rapidly declining and in 
a crisis for months now.  
reports that, “ Inflation is 
backbreaking, the rupee’s 
value has fallen sharply, 
and its foreign reserves 
have now dropped pre-
cariously low to $4.3 bil-
lion, enough to cover 
only one month’s worth 
of  imports, raising the 
possibility of  default.” 

There is a cycle with-
in Pakistan’s economy of  
a poor economy being 
formed from too much 

spending and not enough 
producing and needing to 
rely on external debt, such 
as the IMF. Pakistan also 
faced a significant amount 
of  flooding during the 
summer  that wrecked 
entire villages destroying 
homes, infrastructure, 
crops, etc. The flood-
ing has further strained 
an already volatile gov-
ernment, and has forced 
them to turn to countries 
like the UAE for aid, re-
ports Reuters. This poor 
economic situation, polit-
ical instability, and grow-
ing infrastructure crisis 
lessened trust in the gov-
ernment, which the TTP 
is now working to fill. 
The mosque attack is one 
event in a play for power 
by the Pakistan Taliban 
and as violence ensues, 
their power and influence 
is only expected to grow. 

Contact Kaila at kaila.
engle@student.shu.edu

Protests Surge in Peru Amid Government 
Crackdown

James Murray
Staff Writer

  
On January 30, 20 

members of  the U.S. Con-
gress sent a letter to Pres-
ident Joe Biden pleading 
for him to halt all security 
assistance toward Peru. 
The group of  mostly 
progressive Democrats 
demands that the Biden 
administration publicly 
condemn the immense 
number of  human rights 
and due process violations 
that are being conducted 
by the Peruvian govern-
ment on protestors with-
in the densely populated 
areas of  Peru. The letter 
calls for the administra-
tion to resume funding 
only when it can confirm 
that the repression of  
protestors by the govern-
ment has ceased, reports 
NBC News. The reaction 
to the Peruvian govern-
ment’s actions comes af-
ter the death toll during 
the protests has risen to 
over fifty and various due 
process and civil liber-
ties violations have been 

committed by the gov-
ernment.  The Democrats 
who have signed the let-
ter are primarily Hispan-
ic progressives including 
Representatives Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez, Jesús 
“Chuy” Garcia, Raúl Gri-
jalva, and several more.  

Democrats in the U.S. 
Congress recognized that 
some of  the protestors 
have contributed to the 
violence, yet added that 
most of  the violent acts 
have been committed by 
Peruvian authorities. As 
many as fifty-eight peo-
ple have died since the 
protests began, with more 
than forty of  them being 
protestors, reports The 
Washington Post. The vi-
olence continues to surge 
in Lima and several other 
populated areas, with pro-
testors recently burning 
down a police precinct 
and setting an officer 
ablaze. According to Re-
uters, in early January, 
the protest’s deadliest day 
concluded with seven-
teen protestors killed ac-
cording to the Office of  

Human Rights of  Peru.  
The unrest and violent 

sequence of  events have 
been going strong for 
months now, beginning 
on December 7, when 
former president Pedro 
Castillo was swiftly ousted 
by Congress. This came 
after Castillo attempted 
what experts have called 
a “self-coup,” dissolving 
the legislature in fear of  a 
third impeachment being 
finally successful against 
him, according to Foreign 
Policy. Members of  Con-
gress resigned en masse, 
denouncing Castillo’s 
dissolution of  Congress 
and accusing the presi-
dent of  corruption. Cas-
tillo was quickly arrested 
by authorities and is now 
awaiting trial. Castillo’s 
supporters immediate-
ly erupted in an uproar, 
taking to the streets to 
protest the president’s 
arrest and removal from 
power. Peru has a histo-
ry of  Congress making 
politically motivated re-
movals of  presidents, so 
in context, recent events 

have spiraled out of  con-
trol. It is especially sig-
nificant considering the 
large, mainly rural, indige-
nous, populist movement 
that was long marginal-
ized in Peru and which 
largely backed Castillo. 

Because Castillo is now 
being detained and await-
ing trial, Vice President 
Dina Boluarte has been 
appointed to the execu-
tive office. As acting pres-
ident, Boluarte has already 
made decisions that have 
fueled the violent unrest 
on the streets of  Peru. 
Boluarte immediately 
restricted civil liberties, 
including freedom of  as-
sembly. She further mobi-
lized the military and riot 
squads, allowing them to 
forcefully coerce the pro-
testors with violence. To 
try to soften the situation 
and ease tensions, Bolu-
arte has appealed to con-
gress in attempts to push 
for early elections in 2024, 
hoping that protestors 
would see this as an effort 
to solve the political cri-
sis. Congress has repeat-

edly voted against moving 
up the elections, leading 
Boluarte to threaten to 
“propose a constitution-
al reform so that a first 
round of  elections would 
be held in October and 
a runoff  in December” 
reports The Guardian. 

The political polariza-
tion in Peru runs deeper 
than just the removal of  
Castillo, however.  Ac-
cording to Foreign Poli-
cy, “a hemispheric public 
opinion survey run by 
Vanderbilt University, 
Peru had both the highest 
level of  perceived political 
corruption, with 88 per-
cent of  Peruvians believ-
ing that ‘more than half ’ 
of  politicians are crook-
ed, and the second-lowest 
level of  ‘satisfaction’ with 
democracy in the region.” 
Historically, Peru’s consti-
tution makes it especially 
hard for the executive and 
congress to get anything 
done together, accord-
ing to PBS Newshour. 

A large demograph-
ic of  protestors is of  
the nation’s indigenous 

people, who have felt ex-
cluded and discriminated 
against for decades. The 
rural indigenous popu-
lation has especially felt 
the lasting effects of  a 
weakened economy, wide-
spread poverty, and vio-
lence. A report by Human 
Rights Watch shows that 
since Peru gained inde-
pendence in 1821, it has 
been plagued by extreme 
economic inequality and 
systemic racism against 
indigenous populations 
in rural areas. Since these 
areas are most likely to 
experience poverty and 
make up a small portion 
of  the total population, 
most of  whom reside in 
big cities such as Lima, 
voices like Castillo’s were 
important to those who 
had felt forgotten by Pe-
ruvian society for decades.
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The 2023 Soma-
lia-Frontline States Sum-
mit hosted by Somali 
President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud invited Pres-
ident William Ruto of  
Kenya, President Ismail 
Omar Guelleh of  Dji-
bouti, and Prime Min-
ister Abiy Ahmed of  
Ethiopia, on February 1 
to discuss security mea-
sures against the terrorist 
group al-Shabaab in the 
Horn of  Africa, reports 
Al Jazeera. al-Shabaab, or 
“the Youth,” is a militant 
group that adheres to a 
fundamentalist interpre-
tation of  Islam that was 
formed in the early 2000s 
and has carried out dead-
ly attacks across much of  
East Africa, according 
to The Council on For-
eign Relations. In order 
to develop a strategy to 
counter al-Shabaab, the 
leaders discussed mili-
taristic offensive strate-
gies against the group.

According to Afri-
caNews, al-Shabaab has 
been waging an insur-
gency against the Somali

government for about 
fifteen years. Once Pres-
ident Mohamud took 
office in May 2022, he

declared an all-out war 
on the Jihadist group. 
Moreover, in recent 
months, local militias as 
well as the Somali mili-
tary have begun to take 
back sections of  territory 
the militants had taken. 
However, more is need-
ed to stop the rebels, as 
they have fought back nu-
merous times in fortified 
regions, including the So-
mali capital Mogadishu. 

In 2006, the transi-
tional government of  
Somalia was undergoing 
a civil war against the 
rapidly expanding Islam-
ic Courts Union (ICU) 
according to the Center 
for International Secu-
rity and Cooperation at 
Stanford University. The 
ICU then controlled 
much of  Southern So-

malia before the United 
States provided support 
to Ethiopian troops who 
took back Mogadishu.

Once the ICU lost 
control of  Mogadishu, 
they switched their ob-
jective to taking down the 
Ethiopian military, be-
ginning their insurgency 
campaign under the name 
of  al-Shabaab. The group 
adopted hardline ideol-
ogies similar to terrorist 
groups in the Middle East 
such as al-Qaeda and an-
nounced their motiva-
tions to eliminate Chris-
tian populations in Africa. 
By 2009, they reclaimed 
Mogadishu and were re-
sponsible for bombings, 
deadly raids, and oth-
er terrorist attacks. al-
Shabaab has since been 
engaged by Kenyan, Ethi-
opian, and Somali troops.  

Once the group hit 
around 9,000 members, 
they joined al-Qaeda to 
promote the spread of

their violent interpre-
tation of  Islam in the 
region back in 2012, ac-

cording to CNN. Rather 
than aligning themselves 
with an all-out global Ji-
hadist movement, howev-
er, al-Shabaab’s territorial 
expansion goals seemed 
to be confined to the 
Horn of  Africa. In 2014, 
members of  the African 
Union and the United 
States joined forces and 
began air strikes in the 
al-Shabaab-controlled 
territory. This allowed 
the Somali government 
to regain control over its 
capital and fill the pow-
er vacuum left by the 
terror group. They have 
since been embroiled in 
al-Shabaab’s insurgency 
campaign in the region 
as they try to keep Soma-
lia free from terrorism. 
In the recent February 
meeting, President Moha-
mud, promised to rid the 
region of  terrorism per-
manently as the streets of  
Mogadishu faced regular 
attacks from Al-Shabaab, 
reports The Independent.

Since the group has 
weakened, they have 

turned to targeting civil-
ians as opposed to oppos-
ing military forces. This 
means that vulnerable 
regions in the rural parts 
of  Somalia, which already 
suffer from extreme pov-
erty, must also face attacks 
from al-Shabaab insur-
gents. The United Nations 
documents that Somalia 
faces catastrophic levels 
of  famine. A few months 
ago, Somalia underwent 
the most devastating 
drought in its history.

According to the In-
ternational Rescue Com-
mittee, the situation in 
Somalia is not naturally 
occurring as droughts 
have become more fre-
quent and severe due to 
human-inflicted climate 
change and decades of  
violence caused by al-
Shabaab have severely 
damaged the nation’s in-
frastructure. All of  these 
factors have contributed 
to making Somalia dan-
gerously dependent on 
foreign grains. The Unit-
ed Nations Office for the 

Coordination of  Human-
itarian Affairs (OCHA) 
predicts that the crisis will 
triple between now and 
June of  2023, going from 
affecting 214,000 people 
to 727,000 people, as fam-
ine, drought, and violence 
continue to endanger lives.

Additionally, the fam-
ine crisis in Somalia has 
displaced hundreds of  
thousands of  people leav-
ing them even more sus-
ceptible to the potential 
harms of  al-Shabaab and 
the ongoing climate crisis. 
There is hope for the re-
gion and future of  Somalia, 
however, as The Council 
on Foreign Relations re-
ports that al-Shabaab is 
declining in strength and 
is currently at the weak-
est point it has ever been. 
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Over 100 Dead 

Aftermath of  devastating attack in Peshawar.
Courstesy of  Kamal13 (Wikimedia commons)
CreativeCommons 3.0
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Bolsonaro and Key Allies Under Investigation 
After Attack on Brazil’s Government

Myanmar Military Government Extends 
State of Emergency and Delays Elections

Emmett Bikales
Staff Writer

The administration 
of  newly sworn-in Bra-
zilian President Luiz 
Ignacio Lula da Silva 
(Lula) has begun inves-
tigations into former 
President Jair Bolsonaro, 
members of  his family, 
and other powerful in-
dividuals and organiza-
tions suspected of  fund-
ing and organizing the 
capital riots earlier this 
year, reports PBS. On 
January 8, 2023, thou-
sands of  Bolsonaro’s 
supporters invaded and 
vandalized important 
federal buildings in the 
nation’s capital, Brasilia, 
in hopes of  overturn-
ing the 2022 election, 
which Bolsonaro lost. 

Two days later, Bol-
sonaro posted a now-de-
leted video to Facebook 
from Florida in which 
he explicitly denied 
the results of  the 2022 
election, and accused 
his successor of  being 
chosen by the Supreme 

Court. Federal prosecu-
tors have cited the video 
as grounds to investigate 
the former president’s 
conduct and possible 
incitement of  the an-
ti-democratic riots, PBS 
furthers. The govern-
ment has also issued an 
arrest warrant for Bol-
sonaro’s former justice 
minister, Anderson Tor-
res, who similarly fled the 
country for the United 
States shortly before the 
unrest. No definite con-
nection has been made 
between Bolsonaro and 
the rioters yet, but in-
vestigations are ongoing.

Other individuals 
under investigation 
for their roles in the 
events of  January 8 in-
clude Atilio Rovaris, the 
wealthy heir to a soybean 
farming empire built on 
deforestation and ex-
ploitation of  natural re-
sources in the Amazon 
Rainforest, according 
to the Associated Press. 
Also under investigation 
is Leonardo Rodrigo de 
Jesus, a far-right per-

sonality in Brazil and the 
nephew of  former Presi-
dent Bolsonaro. de Jesus, 
who recorded himself  
leading rioters on January 
8, had his home searched 
on January 27 in a raid by 
the Federal Police along 
with those of  26 other 
suspected “coup plotters 
and terrorists,” as Justice 
Minister Flavio Dino de-
scribed them on Twitter. 

Police say that the 
goal of  the raids is to 
identify those who “par-
ticipated in, funded or 
fostered” the riots, re-
ports Al Jazeera. The 

raids are part of  a wider 
campaign to flush out 
Bolsonaro loyalists from 
positions of  power, such 
as Brasilia’s governor 
Ibaneis Rocha, who was 
placed on a 90-day sus-
pension by the Supreme 
Court to ensure that he 
would not interfere with 
the prosecutions of  of-
ficials accused of  abet-
ting the riots, says Time. 

The investigations into 
Bolsonaro and his allies 
are the most recent addi-
tions to a list of  troubles 
faced by the ex-president. 
In addition to the possi-

bility of  criminal charges, 
he will likely face sanc-
tions for electoral viola-
tions, which could result 
in heavy fines and bans 
from running for polit-
ical office again, writes 
The Washington Post. 
Evidence that could be 
used against him in 16 
pending electoral cases 
includes the aforemen-
tioned Facebook video 
and a document found at 
Anderson Torres’ home 
which outlines a process 
of  dubious legality by 
which Bolsonaro could 
have attempted to stay in 
power. Investigators have 
yet to find a ‘smoking 
gun’ connecting him to 
a coup attempt, however. 

The Lula administra-
tion’s handling of  those 
behind the attack may 
not accurately represent 
the sentiments of  his 
constituents, however. 
Despite 76 percent of  
Brazilians polled con-
demning the attack, with 
only 18 percent support-
ing it, the public remains 
heavily divided on Lula’s 

mandate to rule. In the 
same poll cited by Time, 
40 percent of  respon-
dents believed that Lula 
did not win more votes 
than Bolsonaro and 37 
percent favored military 
intervention. Bolsonaris-
tas, as the former pres-
ident’s supporters are 
called, still comprise a 
sizable chunk of  the na-
tion’s voting population. 
The Washington Post re-
ports that Brazil is highly 
polarized, as demonstrat-
ed by Lula’s narrow vic-
tory, and that many fear 
the direction the country 
is going. Although Jair 
Bolsonaro has left of-
fice, many of  his allies 
hold power in Congress 
and local governments. 
As Lula may soon learn, 
individuals can be inves-
tigated and charged, but 
deep political and cultur-
al divisions are far more 
difficult to eradicate.
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On February 4, the 
military junta in charge 
of  Myanmar imposed 
martial law in several 
strongholds of  anti-mili-
tary resistance, Al Jazeera 
reports. In the numer-
ous townships affected 
by the new measures, 
the citizens of  Myanmar 
will be tried for various 
charges from treason to 
spreading fake news. As 
announced by state-con-
trolled media, the junta 
will not hear any appeals, 
except in cases involving 
the death penalty. This 
new measure by the mili-
tary government suggests 
an increasingly concerted 
effort to suppress resis-
tance in regions where 
protests have taken place 
since a military coup oc-
curred two years ago.

Such a measure comes 
after Myanmar’s military 
government announced 
the extension of  a two-
year state of  emergen-

cy on February 1, the 
Associated Press adds. 
This decision delays their 
plans for an August elec-
tion, which the govern-
ment has justified as nec-
essary to maintain peace 
and stability in the coun-
try. The emergency will 
be extended for another 
six months to prepare 
for peaceful and fair elec-
tions due to what the jun-
ta describes as ongoing 
abnormal circumstances.

Myanmar has a long 
history of  military rule, 
Al Jazeera explains. 
Armed forces controlled 
the country until a frag-
ile democracy was brief-
ly established just over 
10 years ago. Myanmar 
first achieved indepen-
dence in 1948 after long 
struggles with Great 
Britain and Japan. Un-
fortunately, democra-
cy did not last long; in 
1962, the military staged 
a coup and took con-
trol leading to econom-
ic stagnation and sup-
pression of  opposition 

parties. In 1977, Aung 
San, who helped lead 
the country to indepen-
dence, was assassinated. 

His daughter, Aung 
San Suu Kyi, founded 
the National League for 
Democracy (NLD), the 
leading party behind the 
nation’s long and wind-
ing path to democracy. 
In 1988, pro-democracy 
protests were met with 
a brutal military crack-
down. Amid internation-
al pressures, the military 
government held an elec-
tion in which the NLD 
won in a landslide, but 
the military refused to 
hand over power. Aung 
San Suu Kyi has been 
arrested multiple times 
and supporters were 
beaten to death in 2003. 
After years of  protests 
and the Cyclone Nargis 
disaster, democratization 
began with a controver-
sial constitutional refer-
endum in 2008. In 2015, 
the NLD finally gained 
power with Aung San 
Suu Kyi as state coun-

selor, although the mil-
itary continued to play a 
prominent role in politics.

Al Jazeera details that 
after the NLD’s resound-
ing victory in the 2020 
election where they gar-
nered even more votes 
than in the 2015 election, 
the military’s proxy party, 
the USDP, demanded a 
rerun and requested mil-
itary assistance to ensure 
fairness, citing alleged ir-
regularities. While an in-
dependent election com-
mission rejected these 
claims of  voter fraud, 
on February 1, 2021, the 
military imposed a state 
of  emergency and trans-
ferred power to military 
chief  Min Aung Hlaing, 
best known for his 
staunch anti-democratic 
stances. This came after 
Aung San Suu Kyi and 
other top government 
officials were arrested 
in early morning raids.

In the immediate af-
termath of  the coup, the 
Associated Press reports 
how the ouster of  the 

elected government pro-
voked widespread pro-
tests and civil disobedi-
ence. As time passed, the 
military used violence to 
suppress any displays of  
opposition. Several gov-
ernments rejected the 
army’s leadership and im-
posed sanctions, restrict-
ing some financial flows. 
However, Myanmar’s 
neighbors in Southeast 
Asia and its most power-
ful ally, China, hesitated 
to take similar actions. 

Since the military take-
over, they have employed 
increasingly harsh tac-
tics, including the first 
executions in 30 years, 
to suppress dissent. The 
economy has severely 
declined, due to both the 
instability of  the gov-
ernment and the various 
restrictions imposed by 
other nations. Deutsche 
Welle estimates that 
thousands have died and 
over a million have been 
displaced. There have 
been multiple attacks and 
kidnappings throughout 

the country carried out 
by the military govern-
ment, with the prisons 
full of  political prisoners.

Bloomberg reports 
the United States and 
its allies, the United 
Kingdom, Canada, and 
Australia, have all con-
demned Myanmar’s 
move to extend a state of  
emergency for another 
six months, in addition 
to the undemocratic mil-
itary government. The 
U.S. has made clear that 
it will continue to deny 
the regime international 
credibility. The United 
Nations Security Council 
had passed a resolution 
calling for an end to the 
violence, and additional-
ly, the release of  all po-
litical prisoners. For now, 
the rest of  the world 
waits with bated breath 
and hopes for an end to 
this violent civil conflict.
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President Luiz Ignacio Lula da Silva at his 2022 re-election.
Courtesy if  Midia NINJA (Flickr)
CreativeCommons 2.0
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In January 2023, Pres-
ident Erdogan of  Tür-
kiye stated that Sweden 
and Finland must deport 
some 130 “terrorists” to 
Türkiye before Ankara 
will approve their bids 
to join NATO. Reuters 
reports that analysts 
expect the application 
process of  Sweden to 
become a NATO mem-
ber to remain stalled 
at least until Türkiye’s 
elections are complete, 
even if  Sweden meets 
the requirements to join. 
Türkiye’s elections will 
be held in June of  2023.

Türkiye’s reluctance to 
endorse Sweden’s NATO 
application has caused 
friction between the two 
nations and casts doubt 
on the future of  NA-
TO’s expansion. Sweden 
has been actively pursu-
ing closer relations with 
the alliance through in-
creased participation in 
joint military exercises 
and other cooperative 
measures while aggres-

sively seeking NATO 
membership partly in 
response to Russia’s inva-
sion of  Ukraine. Despite 
this, Ankara has stood as 
a roadblock to Sweden’s 
NATO accession because 
of  claims that Sweden 
supports the Kurdistan 
Worker’s Party (PKK), 
designated in Türkiye 
as a terrorist organiza-
tion, Reuters explains.  

According to Türki-
ye, Sweden, in particular, 
is linked to individuals 
Ankara claims are PKK 
terrorists who began a 
guerilla campaign against 
the Turkish government 
in 1984. According to 
The New York Times, 
Sweden “has a tradition 
of  openness to refu-
gees from Kurdistan,” 
which has led Sweden 
to become the target of  
Turkish President Erdo-
gan’s demands. In June 
of  2022, Sweden agreed 
to address Türkiye’s 
“pending deportation or 
extradition requests of  
terror suspects expedi-
tiously and thoroughly,” 
according to BBC News. 

Many critics from 
Western countries have 
cautioned against making 
political concessions to 
Türkiye, claiming that any 
deportations could vio-
late both the sovereignty 
of  each nation and the 
human rights of  those 
involved. In recent years, 
freedom of  speech and 
other civil liberties have 
been curtailed in Türki-
ye as critics have accused 
Erdogan of  increasing 
authoritarianism, writes 
The Washington Post. 

On January 23, a Qu-
ran was burned outside 
of  Türkiye ‘s embassy in 
Stockholm, further anger-
ing Erdogan, who warned 
Sweden that they should 
not expect his backing 
to join NATO following 
this incident, reports Eu-
roNews. Swedish leaders 
condemned the far-right 
politician Rasmus Palu-
dan, who led the Quran 
burning incident, but 
defended their country’s 
broad definition of  free 
speech. Erdogan said 
the burning of  the holy 
Muslim book was a hate 

crime that could not be 
defended by free speech. 

Along with its issues 
with Sweden, Türkiye 
does not have a good 
relationship with other 
NATO members. Ten-
sions have been rising in 
recent years between Tür-
kiye and fellow NATO 
member Greece over 
maritime rights in the Ae-
gean Sea. After Türkiye 
deployed a survey ship 
to search for underwa-
ter oil and gas in waters 
Greece claims are within 
its sovereignty under in-
ternational law, Greek and 
Turkish warships moni-
tored each other’s vessels 
throughout the entire 
summer in the Aegean 
and the Eastern Medi-
terranean. “Until 2019, 
2020, 2021, I supported 
that there was no chance 
of  war. I can no longer 
say that,” retired Greek 
Admiral Alexandros Dia-
kopoulos told Al Jazeera.

Existing U.S.-Türkiye 
tensions worsened af-
ter a failed 2016 coup in 
Türkiye, as Türkiye ac-
cused the U.S. of  alleged-

ly backing forces within 
the country that initiated 
the coup attempt.  Pres-
ident Biden of  the Unit-
ed States also decided 
to officially recognize 
the Armenian Genocide 
in 2021, which Türkiye 
continues to deny. While 
some have floated the 
prospect of  kicking Tür-
kiye out of  NATO if  they 
do not comply, there is no 
mechanism in the NATO 
Treaty to expel member 
states, reports Newsweek. 

Sweden and Finland 
are looking to join NATO 
as a package deal, and both 
of  these nations provide 
strategic value to NATO. 
Finnish and Swedish 
membership is expected 
to bolster the alliance’s 
eastern flank and its col-
lective defenses in north-
ern Europe, according to 
The Council on Foreign 
Relations. With the cur-
rent war in Ukraine, many 
countries that are in close 
proximity to Russia are 
worried about their own 
security. Finland shares 
over 800 miles of  border 
with Russia and Sweden 

shares the Baltic Sea with 
Russia and many other 
nations. The importance 
of  joining NATO cannot 
be understated for these 
two nations, as NATO 
membership would guar-
antee them security with 
military assistance pro-
vided by Western nations.

Regardless of  these 
challenges, Sweden has 
persisted in seeking 
NATO membership and 
has sought to address 
Türkiye ‘s concerns by 
affirming its dedication to 
the alliance’s fundamental 
principles and objectives. 
Although both Sweden 
and Türkiye have reaf-
firmed their commitment 
to finding a solution to 
this problem, the success 
of  NATO’s ability to ex-
pand will depend on each 
member state’s capacity 
to cooperate and resolve 
any outstanding issues.
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On Tuesday, January 
31, Pope Francis arrived 
in Kinshasa, the capital of  
the Democratic Republic 
of  the Congo, to begin 
his six-day visit to the Af-
rican country, according 
to the Associated Press.  
The Pope was greeted by 
roaring crowds as he left 
Ndolo airport, as the ma-
jority Catholic nation re-
ceived its first papal visit 
since Pope John Paul II in 
1985, reports Al Jazeera. 
This is Pope Francis’ for-
tieth trip abroad and his 
fifth to Africa since he 
was elected to the Papacy 
in 2013. After he arrived 
in the nation’s capital, the 
pope and his motorcade 
were followed by thou-
sands as he made his way 
to Kinshasa’s national 
palace. There, he gave a 
speech to Congolese of-
ficials and the diplomat-
ic corps. In his speech 
he condemned western 
nations’ economic in-
volvement in the region, 
calling for them to stop 

carving up the nation 
and acknowledge the role 
they are playing in the 
economic enslavement 
of  the Congolese peo-
ple, exclaiming “Hands 
off  the Democratic 
Republic of  the Con-
go! Hands off  Africa!” 

Pope Francis’ visit 
comes at a critical time as 
he hopes to reinvigorate 
the flow of  donations to 
the region as the war in 
Ukraine distracts many 
people from struggles 
elsewhere, reports Al Ja-
zeera. The pope wanted 
to bring attention to the 
ongoing instability and 
poverty in both the Dem-
ocratic Republic of  the 
Congo and South Sudan, 
reminding the world that 
they should not turn a 
blind eye to these conflicts 
even as they disappear 
from the nightly news. 

The DRC has been in 
a state of  ongoing con-
flict as more than 100 
para-military groups are 
active in the nation’s east, 
including the M23 rebel 
group and militants linked 
to the Islamic State. This 

conflict has displaced up 
to 5.7 million people, with 
up to a fifth of  this num-
ber fleeing just last year. 
DRC president Felix Tsh-
isekedi said that he hopes 
the Pope’s presence will 
draw greater attention to 
the nation as he accused 
the international commu-
nity of  ignoring the pain 
and suffering of  his peo-
ple. He once again claimed 
that neighboring Rwanda 
continues to support M23 
rebels, a claim that Rwan-
da has denied, and that 
it has taken part in the 
economic exploitation of  
the nation. Pope Francis 
had planned to travel to 
Goma, the capital city of  
North Kivu, a hot spot 
of  rebel activity; however, 
fighting had grown too in-
tense for him to make the 
journey. He will instead 
meet with a delegation of  
citizens from the eastern 
DRC at the Vatican em-
bassy in Kinshasa, where 
they will participate in a 
ceremony and promise 
to forgive their assailants.  

South Sudan experi-
enced widespread insta-

bility and poverty after its 
split from the Republic of  
Sudan in 2011 and civil 
war in 2013. The people 
of  South Sudan contin-
ue to experience conflict 
and insecurity as parts of  
the civil war’s 2018 peace 
agreement have yet to be 
implemented. Roughly 
2.2 million South Suda-
nese have been internally 
displaced due to the vio-
lence while another 2.3 
million people have fled 
the country. More recent-
ly, the United Nations cut 
food aid to the nation 
due to a lack of  funding 
as international attention 
turned toward the war in 
Ukraine. It is expected 
that roughly 7.76 million 
of  the country’s 10.75 
million people will expe-
rience acute food short-
ages, according to the UN.  

The Pope’s visit also 
indicates that the Catho-
lic church is at a turning 
point. The Conversation 
reports that Pope Fran-
cis convened a worldwide 
consultation on the future 
of  the Catholic church, 
known as a synodal pro-

cess, which began in 2021 
and which will conclude in 
2024. Through this pro-
cess, the Pope will hear 
from members of  the 
church across the world, 
letting his congregation 
voice what changes must 
be made to the institution. 

This process has re-
vealed issues surrounding 
women’s rights, celibacy, 
sexuality, marriage, cleri-
calism, and hierarchism. 
This arises as the number 
of  Catholics in the West 
continues to dwindle. For 
this reason, NPR reports 
that the church has iden-
tified Africa as the future 
of  Catholicism, as it is 
the only continent where 
membership in the church 
continues to rise. This 
places the church in a po-
sition to be a driver of  so-
cial, political, and spiritual 
life on the continent. In 
fact, the Catholic church 
runs about 60 percent of  
health and education ser-
vices in the DRC, cement-
ing itself  as a central fig-
ure in Congolese society.  

Throughout his trip, 
Pope Francis met with 

many African Catho-
lics, political leaders, 
youths, women, and im-
poverished people. On 
Wednesday, February 1, 
Pope Francis performed 
a mass at Kinshasa air-
port to a crowd of  a re-
ported 1 million people, 
according to NPR, where 
he continued to speak 
out against violence in 
the region. Pope Francis 
stayed in the Democrat-
ic Republic of  the Con-
go until February 3, then 
visited South Sudan until 
his departure on Febru-
ary 5, returning to Rome. 
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Signed amid the ashes 
and devastation of  World 
War II and the looming 
threat of  the Cold War 
in Europe and North 
America, the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) has become one 
of  the most sprawling 
symbols of  international 
cooperation of  the 20th 
century. Initially a treaty 
between 10 European na-
tions, the United States, 
and Canada, NATO has 
expanded to include much 
of  the traditionally West-
ern World, according to 
the Council on Foreign 
Relations. Created with 
the mindset that “an 
armed attack against one 
or more [member states] 
in Europe or North Amer-
ica shall be considered an 
attack against them all,” 
NATO has largely set the 
framework for interna-
tional cooperation–and 
conflict–since its incep-
tion, with controversies 
surrounding its expansion 
and use shaping much of  
the international post-So-
viet Union alliance system. 

New threats to Eu-
ropean security and the 
expansion of  new world 
powers have set a different 
tone for NATO coopera-
tion since the breakup of  
the Soviet Union in 1991. 
However, many of  the 
fears and divisions that led 
to the creation of  NATO 
in the first place–such as 
the spread of  communism 
and the ideological differ-
ences separating the West 
from the East–remain. 
This thread has stayed 
constant, even as global 
threats have shifted. This 
constancy can be seen 
throughout the breakup 
of  Yugoslavia and the re-
sulting pressures on Bal-
kan states to align with 
either Russia or the West, 
explains GIS Reports. It 
can be seen in the alliances 
drawn between Russia and 
the Middle East during and 
after the War on Terror 
and related conflicts, the 
only time NATO’s Arti-
cle Five has been invoked, 
according to The Wilson 
Center. And it can be seen 
now, as NATO member 
states grapple with Rus-
sia’s invasion of  Ukraine 
and growing relationship 

mir Putin’s tenure, he ex-
pressed interest in joining 
NATO. However, repeat-
ed threats and aggression 
by Russia against neigh-
boring sovereign states 
has deteriorated the coun-
try’s relationship with the 
bloc. These past actions 
are a far cry from Russia’s 
current accusations that 
NATO is directly partic-
ipating in its current war 
with Ukraine, according 
to Reuters. The spread of  
NATO membership to 
include more and more 
post-Soviet states only 

amplifies this tension.
As the West expands, 

the East is following in 
tow. As NATO strength-
ens its alliances with Rus-
sia’s neighbors, Russia is 
expanding its relationship 
with China, as The Asso-
ciated Press reports. This 
has led to an increased de-
sire by NATO to expand 
its cooperation within 
Asian allies, namely Japan 
and South Korea, coming 
amid fears that China may 
mimic Russia’s aggression.

Japan in particular has 
focused significantly on 

strengthening its diplomat-
ic ties with NATO in the 
past month. NATO Secre-
tary-General Jens Stolten-
berg visited Tokyo in late 
January, releasing a state-
ment condemning Chinese 
aggression against Taiwan, 
emphasizing the “strong 
and natural partnership” 
between NATO and Ja-
pan, and calling on China 
to halt its growing military 
activity near Japan’s waters, 
according to The Epoch 
Times. Japan and Greece 
have also recently increased 
their military ties, according 
to The Associated Press, 
further demonstrating the 
ways that NATO influ-
ence is spreading along 
Western ideological lines.

NATO’s expanding 
influence in the wake of  
Russian aggression is no 
surprise, as this aggres-
sion shows a clear threat 
to European sovereign-
ty. But for broader East-
ern-Western relations, the 
ideological and relational 
gap is only getting wid-
er, with no end in sight. 
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As the war in Ukraine 
stretches on, many NATO 
member countries and 
their allies are stepping 
up the aid that they are 
giving to Ukraine. Most 
recently, the United States 
and Germany have agreed 
to send tanks to Ukraine, 
reports The Associated 
Press. This comes as an 
addition to other com-
bat vehicles that the two 
countries have pledged 
to send. This comes after 
concern from Germany 
about being the only state 
to send such advanced 
weapons into Ukraine, 
and facing Russian push-
back alone, according to 
The Associated Press.

According to News-
week, Germany is prepar-
ing to give Ukraine 14 of  
its Leopard 2 main battle 
tanks, while the U.S. is 
sending approximately 
30 of  its M1A2 Abrams. 
In addition to supplying 
the tanks, training will be 
given to Ukrainian mil-
itary members in Ger-
many. Germany will also 
supply logistics assis-

tance and maintenance.
The U.S. and Germany 

are not the only NATO 
members looking to give 
aid to Ukraine. News-
week reports that Poland 
and Finland, which are 
not a part of  NATO but 
have requested to join 
the alliance, have both 
publicly voiced willing-
ness to send tanks to 
Ukraine. Spain, Portugal, 
the Netherlands, Nor-
way, Denmark, France, 
and the United Kingdom 
are reportedly assessing 
the possibility of  send-
ing their own tanks to the 
Ukrainian forces as well.

With the arrival of  the 
new weapons, Ukrainian 
leaders are now request-
ing Western fighter jets 
to advance their efforts. 
According to Al Jazeera, 
Ukraine’s air force con-
sists of  Soviet-era fighter 
jets, many of  which were 
made before Ukraine 
gained its independence 
over 30 years ago. Many 
Western leaders are still 
against this idea, but 
Ukrainian leaders have cit-
ed that until recently many 
leaders were against send-
ing tanks to them as well.

This has also been an 
opportunity for NATO 
to attempt to increase 
its connections in Asia. 
NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg recently 
visited South Korea, re-
ports NATO, where he 
spoke at the CHEY Insti-
tute. In his speech, Stol-
tenberg cited the grow-
ing relationship between 
South Korea and NATO, 
as well as the threats posed 
by North Korea. Stol-
tenberg thanked South 
Korea for condemning 
Russia’s actions and cit-
ed the relevance of  the 
Ukrainian war to people 
everywhere threatened 
by authoritarian leaders.

While Stoltenberg’s 
speech generally had an 
appreciative tone, many 
NATO members hope 
that South Korea and 
other Indo-Pacific allies 
will do more to support 
the Ukrainian efforts. Ac-
cording to Reuters, Stol-
tenberg also urged South 
Korea to step up their 
support in terms of  mili-
tary means. Many of  NA-
TO’s allies in that region 
have voiced their support 
but have not given weap-

ons to Ukraine. South Ko-
rea has signed many deals 
providing large amounts 
of  military equipment to 
NATO member Poland 
since Russia’s invasion 
of  Ukraine, but Presi-
dent Yoon Suk-yeol has 
cited a South Korean 
law that prevents the na-
tion from giving military 
aid to a country in active 
conflict as the reason the 
country has not given the 
same type of  support to 
Ukraine. Another one of  
NATO’s key concerns 
with the conflict is that a 

Russian win could send 
the wrong message to Bei-
jing, according to Reuters.

Not all NATO mem-
bers are supportive of  
these aid decisions. Cro-
atia’s President Zoran 
Milanovic recently stat-
ed that “it is clear that 
Crimea will never again 
be part of  Ukraine,” ac-
cording to Insider, also 
stating that he was against 
sending any lethal weap-
ons into Ukraine, as this 
would prolong the war. 
This statement is in stark 
contrast to the stance 

that many other NATO 
leaders have taken, as 
well as the stance that 
Croatia’s Prime Minis-
ter Andrej Plenkovic has 
taken. While President 
Milanovic says he hopes 
to keep Croatia out of  
the conflict as much as 
possible, Prime Minister 
Plenkovic has claimed 
that these comments hurt 
Croatian foreign relations.

German Chancellor 
Olaf  Scholz emphasized 
the importance that West-
ern leaders are putting on 
the issue, saying that they 
want to continue support-
ing Ukraine but also pre-
vent the war “from esca-
lating into a war between 
Russia and NATO,” re-
ports Al Jazeera. The one 
thing that has been made 
clear is that there is no 
chance of  troops being 
sent from the West into 
Ukraine, but as the one-
year mark of  this war 
approaches it is expect-
ed that other forms of  
Western aid will contin-
ue to flow into Ukraine.
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with China’s looming 
international presence.

For a time after the 
breakup of  the Soviet 
Union, it appeared that 
European unification 
might have stretched into 
Russia and beyond. In 
1994, Russia joined The 
Partnership for Peace, 
an agreement between 
NATO and many former 
Soviet states that called for 
increased cooperation and 
better relations. Beyond 
this, The Guardian reports 
that at the beginning of  
Russian President Vladi-

NATO Ministers for Defense and the 2016 Warsaw Summit.
Courtesy of  Tom B. Godbee (Wikimedia commons)
CreativeCommons 2.0

EU civil protection delivering aid to Ukraine.
Courtesy of  EU Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid (Flickr)
Creative Commons 2.0

Megan Gawron
Editor-in-Chief

From Sweden’s bid to 
enter the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) was further 
complicated on February 
1, when Turkish Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan an-
nounced Türkiye was not 
supportive of  their appli-
cation. Reuters explains 
that Sweden and Finland 
both applied to join the 
defense pact in May, fol-
lowing the outbreak of  
the Russo-Ukrainian war, 
but have faced significant 
resistance from Türkiye. 

NATO’s deci-
sion-making mechanism 
requires that all 30 mem-
ber nations agree on a 
measure, ensuring that 
all of  the blocs decisions 
are an expression of  the 
“collective will,” accord-
ing to NATO. Article 10 
of  the treaty explicitly 
outlines that the accep-
tance of  new member 
applications is subject to 
unanimous approval by 
the current members. So, 

when Türkiye announced 
its hesitance in allowing 
Finland and Sweden to 
join last year, both coun-
tries knew they would 
face an uphill battle to 
attain membership, the 
Atlantic Council explains.

According to Reuters, 
political leaders in Finland, 
Sweden, and the Unit-
ed States had anticipated 
Erdogan would move to 
approve the applications 
prior to Türkiye’s pres-
idential election in May. 
However, BBC News ex-
plains that being firm on 
Sweden’s application has 
turned into a key polit-
ical issue for Erdogan, 
who is seeking reelection. 

The Associated Press 
reports that tensions were 
inflamed when protests 
in Stockholm resulted 
in pro-Kurdish activists 
burning a Quran outside 
of  the Turkish embas-
sy and hanging an effigy 
of  Erdogan. Erdogan 
requested Sweden ex-
tradite Kurdish protes-
tors to Türkiye, accusing 
them of  terrorism. While 

Swedish officials have 
denounced the nature 
of  these protests, they 
have refused to extradite 
the protestors, citing the 
country’s free speech laws.

At the end of  Janu-
ary, Türkiye called off  a 
meeting between Türki-
ye’s and Sweden’s defense 
ministers in response to 
the protests, according to 

the Associated Press. The 
demonstration outside 
of  the Turkish embassy 
in Stockholm was ap-
proved and observed by 
Swedish police, leading 
Turkish Defense Minis-
ter Hulusi Akar to declare 
that the planned meet-
ing no longer had “any 
importance or point.”

Even before the Jan-
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uary protests complicat-
ed Sweden’s negotiations 
with Türkiye, Ankara had 
been dragging their feet 
on approval. The Cato 
Institute warns that Tür-

kiye’s actions may not 
always be in the best in-
terest of  the alliance, and 
NATO’s decision-making 
mechanism enables the 
country to have a signifi-

Recieving Aid

cant amount of  influence. 
Erdogan has frequently 
exerted this influence. 

While not applicable 
to the Sweden case, Arti-
cle 4 of  the treaty holds 
a significant amount of  
power, enabling a mem-
ber to bring an issue to 
the North Atlantic Coun-
cil—NATO’s primary de-
cision-making body—to 
be acted upon. NATO 
outlines that of  the seven 
times Article 4 has been 
invoked, Türkiye has been 
behind five of  them. No-
tably, the two invocations 
that Türkiye was not in-
cluded on both involved 
Russian aggression 
against Ukraine, the very 
reason Finland and Swe-
den are seeking member-
ship to the defense pact.

NATO’s deci-
sion-making process can 
become divisive for mem-
ber countries, as domes-
tic politicians grow irate 
over decision delays. The 
Hill explains that while 
U.S. President Joe Biden 
has been relatively silent 
on Türkiye’s hesitance to 

allow Finland and Swe-
den join the alliance, the 
leaders of  the Senate 
NATO Observer Group 
announced their inten-
tion to halt the sale of  
F-16 fighter jets to Tür-
kiye until Türkiye allows 
the bids to go forward. 
While Hungary has also 
yet to ratify the accession 
protocols, experts antici-
pate Budapest will do so 
by the end of  February.

As the war in Ukraine 
drags on, NATO contin-
ues to serve a vital geo-
political role. As the alli-
ance continues to grow, 
NATO’s unanimous 
decision-making mech-
anism will only become 
more difficult to reckon 
with. But before NATO 
deals with the problems 
associated with growth, 
they will have to over-
come the challenge of  
getting new members ap-
proved in the first place.
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Turkish prsident Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.
Courtesy of  Brookings Institution (Flickr)
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Madeline Rowe
Campus News Editor

A new plan will allow 
Ukraine to receive mili-
tary aid from countries in-
cluding the United States 
and Germany, which may 
begin a new chapter in 
the Russo-Ukrainian war. 
According to the U.S. De-
partment of  State, the in-
tended effects of  provid-
ing aid include reinforcing 
support for Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and allowing 
Ukraine the necessary 
equipment to defend it-
self  against Russian forc-
es. The offensive weap-
ons the U.S. and Germany 
are allocating to Ukraine 
stand in stark contrast to 
the defensive weapons 
that Ukraine currently 
uses and will alert Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin that Ukraine is pre-
pared to reclaim territory.   

The threat of  an im-
pending Russian counter-
offensive this spring has 
led Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky to 
repeatedly ask Western 
allies for modern tanks, 
CNN states. CNN pro-
vides background on 
the conflict that led up 
to the plan concerning 
military aid, explaining 

that for weeks, Poland 
and members of  the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) 
pressured Germany to 
allow Poland to supply 
the much-needed Leop-
ard 2 tanks to Ukraine.

An estimated 2,000 
German-made Leopard 
tanks are held across more 
than 12 European nations. 
Poland had expressed in-
tent to send its supply to 
Ukraine, even without the 
approval of  Germany, 
which is required by the 
treaty. Ultimately, Ger-
many will allow Poland 
to send its Leopard 2 
tanks, a decision follow-
ing the announcement 
of  a U.S. plan to provide 
tanks to Ukraine, resolv-
ing U.S. apprehension to 
comply with Ukrainian 
requests for more so-
phisticated weaponry. 

Ukraine will receiving 
14 Leopard 2 tanks from 
Germany, 31 Abrams 
tanks from the U.S., and 
14 Challenger 2 tanks 
from the United King-
dom, in addition to the 
military equipment pro-
vided by upwards of  30 
countries since the be-
ginning of  the invasion 
in February 2022, lists 
BBC News. The German 

Leopard 2 tanks are easier 
to maintain and require 
less fuel than some other 
Western tanks, while the 
31 American tanks are of  
limited use on the battle-
field and are thus more of  
a display of  support than 
an attempt to change the 
Ukrainian strategic out-
look. Although the Chal-
lenger 2 tanks are not as 
modern as some military 
options, they are more ad-
vanced than many tanks 
currently available to 
Ukrainian armed forces. 

NATO’s new move 
regarding military aid 
helps to reinforce the 
organization’s strength 
and support for Ukraine. 
However, although of-
fensive, the new military 
aid being provided in 
Ukraine is not an attempt 
from NATO to threaten 
Russia. NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg 
regards the tanks as a way 
to “significantly strength-
en [Ukraine’s] combat ca-
pabilities,” CNN reports. 
The aid will be utilized 
in the continuous effort 
to reclaim Ukrainian ter-
ritory, and more than 
anything, is a message to 
Russia that Western aid 
to Ukraine is unrelenting. 

In addition to the 

West’s late-January deci-
sion to increase military 
aid, NATO has supported 
allies of  Ukraine as they 
provide humanitarian and 
non-lethal aid, NATO 
explains. Its overarching 
goal is to support Ukraine 
as the country maintains 
its United Nations Char-
ter-protected right of  
self-defense. NATO has 
also committed to sup-
port Ukraine as it rebuilds 
and reforms after the war. 
For now, Ukraine contin-
ues to wait for tanks to 
arrive, and even after the 
arrival of  the tanks, mem-
bers of  the Ukrainian mil-

itary must receive proper 
training to operate them. 
All of  this contributes 
to the delay in Ukraine 
getting these necessary 
tanks onto the battlefield. 

As many Western offi-
cials believe that Russian 
forces are in a weak po-
sition, Zelensky believes 
that the forces supplied by 
the West will not only al-
low Russia to defend itself  
but may allow Ukraine to 
retake territory. While the 
new kind of  aid Ukraine 
is receiving may increase 
chances of  success with-
in the war, the Center for 
Strategic and Interna-

tional Studies acknowl-
edges that the new tanks 
alone will not guarantee a 
Ukrainian victory, but will 
instead bolster the esti-
mated 800 tanks it already 
possesses. Victory for 
Ukraine will be secured 
with combinations of  
training for soldiers, the 
continuation of  aid be-
ing provided by NATO, 
and with the resistance 
of  Ukrainian citizens.   
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Fentanyl is an American Foreign 
Policy Issue

Madeline Field &
Jonathan Ware

Staff Writers

In 2022, fentanyl killed 
70,000 people in Amer-
ica. The drug’s over-
dose death toll per week, 
the Drug Enforcement 
Agency reports, is the 
equivalent of  an entire Se-
ton Hall graduating class.

Fentanyl, contrary to 
popular belief, is not just 
a domestic issue but a 
foreign policy one. Ac-
cording to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, 
fentanyl is a dual-use syn-
thetic opiate that pro-
duces a highly addictive, 
intensely euphoric feel-
ing irreplicable by other 
drugs. Small amounts of  
fentanyl, particularly for 
first-time users, can be 
deadly, and the DEA al-
leges a potentially dead-
ly dose of  fentanyl can 
fit on the tip of  a pencil. 

The scope and speed 
of  the fentanyl epidem-
ic, nearly unheard of  a 
decade ago, has shocked 
officials; more than two-
thirds of  drug overdoses 
reported in 2022 were 
fentanyl-related. Last 

year, the DEA seized 
enough fentanyl to kill 
every single American, 
and sixty percent of  all 
illegal pills tested in DEA 
labs tested positive for 
deadly doses of  fentanyl. 

Fentanyl’s produc-
tion, according to the 
Brookings Institute, can 
be sourced to Chinese 
criminal syndicates, which 
manufacture and smug-
gle fentanyl’s chemical 
components into Mexico 
and sell them to cartels. 
These Chinese gangs, 
which have recently deep-
ened their ties to Mex-
ico, are able to operate 
unbothered by Beijing as 
they promote the gov-
ernment’s political, social, 
and economic interests. 

Once the narcotics 
arrive in Mexico, car-
tels (namely the Sinaloa 
and Jalisco Cartels) cut 
and press the fentanyl, 
assembling them into 
counterfeit opiates, which 
can then pass for legiti-
mate prescription drugs. 
According to the Cato 
Institute, these cartels 
hire American citizens 
to smuggle drugs across 
crowded southern ports.

Colorado’s 17th Judi-
cial District Attorney’s 
Office, reports that fen-
tanyl is particularly attrac-
tive to cartels because it 
is cheap to manufacture, 
difficult to differentiate 
its high when mixed, and 
easy to smuggle because 
lower doses produce eu-
phoric highs. The profit 
yielded from its sale off-
sets the loss of  thousands 
of  users from overdoses. 

Finding a solution to 
fentanyl production and 
trafficking is a pressing 
national security issue. 
While Biden has made 
the opioid epidemic a 
fixture of  his presidency, 
the administration has 
neglected to properly ad-
dress its root cause: the 
illegal manufacturing of  
its components by Chi-
nese gangs and its traf-
ficking into the U.S. by 
Mexican cartels. Fentanyl 
trafficking, fundamental-
ly, is a foreign policy issue.  

Bilateral cooperation 
with China is difficult, 
and the Brookings Insti-
tute writes that there has 
been minimal coopera-
tion between the United 
States and China regard-

ing fentanyl and product 
trafficking. While China 
has ramped up its domes-
tic and Southeast Asian 
counternarcotics opera-
tions, Beijing’s ties to the 
Chinese mob and lack of  
strategic or cultural inter-
est in helping the United 
States combat fentan-
yl makes it unwilling to 
participate in bilateral 
cooperation. Beijing has 
repeatedly refused to en-
gage with the U.S., blam-
ing American culture in-
stead. Inflaming tensions 
further is unproductive.   

Cooperation with 
Mexico has proven more 
fruitful. The Congres-
sional Research Service 
writes that Mexican Presi-
dent Obrador has pursued 
extensive counternarcot-
ics operations, using the 
Mexican Army and Navy 
to seize product, control 
ports and airports, and 
raid processing facilities. 
On several occasions, 
the DEA has worked 
with the Mexican Navy 
to apprehend traffickers 
in the Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and a few years ago the 
US-Mexico High-Lev-
el Security Dialogue was 

formed to discuss drug 
policy and enhance future 
cooperation. However, 
US-Mexican cooperation 
has faltered since 2020, 
according to Congress-
man David Trone, when 
a top Mexican official was 
arrested on a drug con-
spiracy charge. The key 
then lies in creating poli-
cy that stops the flow of  
drugs from the source. 
Cutting the illegal chem-
ical supply chains be-
tween China and Mexico 
appears to be the most 
fruitful plan of  action. 

This entails enhancing 
US-Mexico cooperation 
in states that house ma-
jor seaports and increas-
ing oversight and secu-
rity funding. Practically, 
this means encouraging 
the Mexican government 
to allocate thousands 
more soldiers to staff  
ports and airports and 
enhance end-destina-
tion documentation of  
goods. Given Mexican 
governmental corruption, 
the DEA and American 
government should offer 
their training and doc-
umentation services to 
better train investigators, 

disincentivize corruption, 
and improve counternar-
cotics bureaucracy. It is 
also important that Amer-
ica reaffirms Mexican sov-
ereignty and refrains from 
charging Mexican officials 
with drug-related crimes; 
the enhanced cooperation 
of  our neighbor is far more 
valuable than prosecution. 

While undertaking these 
actions would admittedly 
be expensive, the social and 
economic toll that fentanyl 
takes on the United States 
is far more costly. While 
the War on Drugs has been 
deeply flawed, fentanyl is 
a deadly drug that poses 
an unparalleled danger to 
the well-being of  Ameri-
cans. Treating fentanyl as 
a foreign policy issue by 
undertaking measured, 
cooperative policy with 
Mexican officials allows 
America to bypass sourc-
es of  tension with Beijing, 
saving American lives. 
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Germany’s Failed Coup Highlights the 
Threat of Neo-Nazism 

Kiara McGaughey
Staff Writer

In December 2022, 
German police arrested 
25 individuals for suspi-
cion of  involvement with 
a plot to overthrow the 
German government. 
These individuals were as-
sociated with the Reichs-
burger movement, a far-
right group that considers 
the current government 
illegitimate and laments 
the end of  the Third Re-
ich in 1945, according to 
The Washington Post. 
The group is founded on 
antisemitic and racist con-
spiracies and has been in-
vestigated for reports of  
members committing vio-
lent attacks in recent years, 
BBC News explains. Their 
recent plot follows years 
of  increased public far-
right activity and a more 
lenient attitude towards 
such groups both in Ger-
many and internationally. 

BBC News reports that 
50 people are believed to 
be involved in the plot, in-
cluding prominent individ-

uals such as parliamentary 
figures, judges, policemen, 
and military personnel. 
The police searched 130 
properties across 11 states 
and found weapons in 50 
of  the accused plotters 
reports Reuters. Some 
members were involved 
with QAnon, whose sup-
porters participated in the 
January 6 insurrection in 
the United States, and the 
Alternative fur Deutsch-
land (AfD) far-right party. 

The group was report-
edly led by aristocrat Hein-
rich XIII Prinz Reuss, who 
would have been instated 
as the leader of  Germany 
had the coup succeeded. 
Their new government, 
complete with a planned 
military arm, took inspi-
ration from the second 
Reich, BBC continues. 
Some of  the coup plans 
included armed violence, 
and as many plotters were 
affiliated with the military 
and law enforcement and 
were willing to recruit mil-
itary members, General 
Prosecutor Peter Frank 
believed they posed a real 

threat, Reuters contin-
ues. While, in hindsight, it 
seemed the plot could not 
have been successful, the 
increase in riots such as 
the January 6 insurrection 
shows that with enough 
coordination and knowl-
edge of  military affairs, 
an armed coup is a real 
possibility for Germany.

Far-right and neo-Nazi 
groups in Germany have 
been continuous issues 
even after 1945. These 
groups and the original 
perpetrators of  the Third 
Reich’s crimes have been 
active in the area, yet re-
main ignored by the gov-
ernment. This coup plot 
shows that groups of  this 
nature internationally are 
becoming increasingly 
bolder and if  not addressed 
properly, there is a real 
possibility of  Germany’s 
democratic government 
turning fascist once again. 

Germany, while more 
active in combatting right-
wing and Nazi ideals than 
other states, has had an 
issue with Fascist ideol-
ogy lingering after 1945. 

One major reason is that 
after the war, Nazism was 
not properly addressed 
or corrected by Germany 
or the states it occupied. 
The United States and the 
Soviet Union, for exam-
ple, relocated Nazi war 
criminals and scientists, 
many of  whom were di-
rectly involved in the op-
eration of  concentration 
camps and the “mittel-
works,” the Nazis’ attempt 
to create superweapons 
in underground bases. 

Secondly, the Nurem-
berg Trials only tried a 
very small number of  
high-ranking Nazis; many 
SS and SA officers were 
not tried for their crimes 
and roamed free. Other 
Nazi officials also kept 
their government jobs, 
including in law enforce-
ment and intelligence di-
visions, according to the 
Washington Post. Lastly, 
in a state where hatred 
and propaganda were so 
ingrained into the very 
fabric of  society even 
before the Third Reich 
came to power, many felt 

they benefitted from its 
existence and held the 
sentiment that the Third 
Reich did nothing wrong. 

The Washington Post 
also points out that amidst 
the cold war, Germany fo-
cused more of  its intelli-
gence efforts on left-wing 
and communist groups 
instead of  the neo-Nazi 
groups that began to re-
surface in the region. In re-
cent decades, the country 
has also become more le-
nient with far-right groups 
and even allowing one, the 
aforementioned AfD, to 
have seats in the Bund-
estag for the first time 
since World War II, The 
Washington Post reports. 
Germany also recorded 15 
times as many neo-Nazi 
attacks and “propaganda 
crimes” than it did in 1990 
and just recently increased 
measures to respond to 
right-wing extremism, The 
Washington Post contin-
ues. German intelligence 
also failed to uncover a 
large neo-Nazi cell called 
the National Socialist Un-
derground (NSU) until 

2011 after they killed 9 im-
migrants, Reuters explains.

Despite Germany’s ef-
forts to combat neo-Nazi 
groups, they are becoming 
increasingly influential and 
their ideology rampantly 
spreading to the point of  
plotting takeovers and col-
oring the thoughts of  large 
portions of  the German 
military and police. With 
the rise of  far-right groups 
and conspiracies across the 
world, the threat of  fas-
cism must be recognized 
in all its modern forms. 
The suffering of  those 
victimized by these groups 
must be mitigated by com-
batting the threat of  Na-
zism influencing institu-
tions of  power. In a state 
that has seen the full hor-
rors of  Nazism, it is a very 
real possibility that these 
forces may take hold in the 
descendants of  those who 
were never prosecuted.
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 It has only been a 
year and a half  since the 
Taliban took over Af-
ghanistan. But for the 
Afghan women living in 
this nightmare, 18 months 
becomes an eternity. 

The Taliban’s control 
of  Afghanistan has been 
detrimental to most Af-
ghans. Radio Free Europe 
states millions of  fami-
lies have been struggling 
to survive in a crashing 
economy in what was al-
ready one of  the world’s 
poorest countries. The 
absence of  a proper meal 
and electricity in tandem 
with the harsh cold and 
drought has made an al-
ready disastrous situation 
worse, BBC News writes. 
According to Human 
Rights Watch, the Taliban 
has also stopped public 
welfare programs, pen-
sions, and other human-
itarian support for the 
citizens. This is partly due 
to a lack of  funds after 
Western countries sanc-
tioned Afghanistan’s cen-

tral bank reserves, which 
prevents money from 
circulating in the country. 
Afghans have been forced 
to resort to desperate sur-
vival measures, going as 
far as selling their kidneys 
or their children, partic-
ularly daughters, to buy 
a meal for their families, 
Radio Free Europe says. 

The consequences, 
though, are significantly 
worse for women. When 
the Taliban took over Af-
ghanistan in August 2021, 
they promised to respect 
women’s rights. However, 
according to The Associ-
ated Press, that promise 
was short-lived, as wom-
en and girls were banned 
from obtaining secondary 
education within a month 
of  the Taliban’s takeover. 

Moreover, since May 
2022, the Taliban has 
been slowly yet steadi-
ly suffocating women 
through heavy restrictions 
on various aspects of  
women’s lives, from ed-
ucation and employment 
to social interaction and 
leisure. BBC News re-
ports that between May 

and November 2022, 
women were required to 
wear a burqa and a niqab 
in public places, allowed 
to travel only with a male 
companion, and banned 
from universities and ed-
ucational institutions past 
the sixth grade as well as 
parks, gyms, and places of  
employment. These bans 
have become prison sen-
tences for the 14 million 
women and girls in the 
country, HRW reports. 

RFE states that eco-
nomic sanctions imposed 
on Afghanistan’s govern-
ment had already proved 
to be a significant ob-
stacle to getting foreign 
aid inside the country. 
To make matters worse, 
the ban on women’s em-
ployment paralyzed the 
only source of  support 
the Afghans had under 
Taliban control – human-
itarian aid from nongov-
ernmental organizations. 

Al Jazeera explains that 
female aid workers play 
a crucial role in serving 
women in these conser-
vative communities, espe-
cially when it comes to rec-

ognizing their needs. With 
millions already suffering, 
the prohibition on wom-
en serving as aid work-
ers meant that the Co-
operative for Assistance 
and Relief  Everywhere 
(CARE), the Internation-
al Rescue Committee, and 
other nongovernmen-
tal organizations were 
forced to halt operations. 
Though women are able 
to work in a limited capac-
ity in healthcare, NGOs 
pulling out has had an 
especially devastating 
impact on the most vul-
nerable Afghans – wid-
owed and single women.

While 95 percent of  
all Afghan citizens suffer 
from hunger, according 
to RFE, 100 percent of  
female-led households 
struggle with access to 
food. With a ban on 
women’s employment, 
education, and mobility, 
widows and single wom-
en suffer the most as they 
do not possess the only 
key to some sort of  relief  
in the Taliban’s Afghan-
istan — a male relative. 

According to The Con-

versation, single wom-
en and widows have no 
source of  income. Before 
the Taliban took over, 
women who did not have 
a university education 
worked in the informal 
employment sector; they 
could pursue babysitting, 
farming, or cleaning hous-
es, for example. However, 
with the current ban cou-
pled with high inflation, 
widowed and single wom-
en have no avenue for 
survival. RFE highlights 
that women-led house-
holds are only able to con-
sume, if  they are lucky, a 
fraction of  the food they 
used to before the Tal-
iban came into power. 

NGO-sponsored food 
distribution centers are 
crowded by men, posing 
another barrier for wom-
en-only households to 
receive food, RFE notes. 
The Norwegian Refugee 
Council further noted 
that some women would 
send their male children 
to beg so they could buy 
bread for the day. But the 
Taliban has banned beg-
ging as well, closing the 

The Taliban: A Suffocating Nightmare 
for Unmarried Women

Andrea Gonzalez
Digital Editor 

During the early hours 
of  February 6, a 7.8 mag-
nitude earthquake shook 
Türkiye and neighboring 
countries, including Syr-
ia and Lebanon. Hours 
later, a magnitude 7.5 
aftershock decimated 
more buildings. As of  
February 10, more than 
20,200 people have died 
in Türkiye, says The New 
York Times, making it 
one of  the worst natural 
disasters to hit the re-
gion in the last decade. 

Türkiye was not pre-
pared for the tremors, 
though it should have 
been, given its geograph-
ical location between 
two fault lines. More 
than 6,000 buildings col-
lapsed in areas the gov-
ernment worked to rein-
force during the Turkish 
ea r thquake -proof ing 
construction movement 
from 2008 through 2013. 
Although humanitarian 
aid and rescue efforts are 
pouring in from around 
the world, the tragedy 

further compromises 
Türkiye’s economic agen-
da and political efficien-
cy. It raises the question 
of  who is responsible 
for such devastation. 

Prominent political fig-
ures and Turkish citizens 
are looking at President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
and his Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AKP) for 
their role in failing to pro-
vide a quicker response to 
the disaster, which they 
initially deemed was un-
der control. In the first 
hours of  the disaster, 
opposition leaders from 
Ankara and Istanbul de-
ployed aid and criticized 
Erdogan’s slow and dis-
jointed response, accord-
ing to CNBC. Since then, 
Erdogan has issued a state 
of  emergency that will 
last three months in the 
ten provinces to provide 
victims with 10,000 Turk-
ish Lira ($531), relocation 
services, mobilization of  
all national forces, and a 
promise to rebuild all af-
fected homes in one year. 

Before the earthquake, 
Türkiye was already strug-

gling with inflation, mon-
etary policy, military, and 
political turmoil, taking 
back two decades of  eco-
nomic growth as the con-
sumer price index spiked 
an average of  10 percent 
every month in 2022, ac-
cording to CNBC. 2023 
is expected to be crucial 
as Türkiye approaches a 
presidential election on 
May 14- now determining 
whether President Erdo-
gan will continue to lead 
reconstruction and the 
nation’s political future. 
The election will likely 
become a referendum on 
his effectiveness and le-
gitimacy as a leader, espe-
cially as millions of  peo-
ple in the Middle Eastern 
country suffer amid sub-
freezing temperatures. 
The election will also 
provide Turks with the 
opportunity to judge the 
rescue effort and the ex-
tent to which modern 
“earthquake-proofing” 
codes were implemented. 

In addition, Türki-
ye’s hyper-declining eco-
nomic path before the 
catastrophe is attributed 

to the President’s un-
orthodox economics. To 
battle crippling inflation, 
Erdogan pressured the 
Central Bank of  Türkiye 
to keep borrowing rates 
low as he increased wag-
es by 55 percent to bol-
ster economic activity; 
this approach continues 
to fail as he faces severe 
criticism from Turkish 
economists and investors. 

Though no country 
can be expected to solve 
such economic and en-
vironmental crises with-
out shortcomings, strict 
building regulations pa-
per did not protect those 
still under the rubble, 
and neither did taxpay-
er money supposedly 
dedicated to such infra-
structure projects. The 
scale of  destruction is 
such that seismologists 
say that urban planning 
and building codes are 
still woefully inadequate, 
according to Al Jazeera. 
Moreover, though home-
owners have been paying 
earthquake-proofing tax-
es since the early 2000s, 
which is somewhere in 

the billions of  US dollars, 
Erdogan’s government 
has not been clear about 
where the money was 
spent, according to Ger-
man-Arabic news outlet 
Qantara. The situation 
raises more questions 
about Türkiye’s censor-
ship of  the government’s 
spending reports in the 
last ten years. Worse still, 
these questions may go 
unanswered, as under 
Türkiye’s current political 
climate, investigative jour-
nalism is under threat. 
The government can be 
expected to launch cam-
paigns to absolve itself  of  
responsibility and blame 
contractors instead. 

Currently, Erdogan’s 
priorities are likely to 
minimize negative politi-
cal implications and con-
tain the possible fallout, 
says Middle East Insti-
tute, which may result in 
using aid and rescue ef-
forts as a launchpad for 
reelection. The President 
has been in the affected 
provinces meeting with 
survivors and assessing 
the damage. At the same 

Türkiye’s Response to Natural Disaster Will 
Determine the Nation’s Political Future  

time, deployed rescue 
teams face setbacks due 
to winter conditions, rub-
ble blocking the road, and 
the possibility of  further 
tremors in the region. 

As the humanitarian 
crisis builds, experts say 
aftershocks will contin-
ue to compromise infra-
structure throughout the 
country. Losing more 
buildings will also slow 
rescue efforts to find 
survivors and remains 
under the rubble. Anger 
is building among fami-
lies that expect nothing 
less than hardship in the 
coming years. Meanwhile, 
Erdogan’s economic pol-
icies impede efforts to 
reduce inflation, and the 
Turkish Lira is expect-
ed to keep falling against 
the dollar. One of  the 
largest economies in the 
world now faces one of  
the worst economic and 
humanitarian crises of  
the century and has lit-
tle time to turn the tide.

Contact Andrea at 
andrea.gonzalez@student.

shu.edu

only door single women 
and widows had to access 
food and other necessities. 

The walls are closing 
in on unmarried wom-
en, and the probability 
of  survival for Afghans, 
especially those in wom-
en-led households, is di-
minishing with each new 
restriction put forth by 
the Taliban. The interna-
tional community widely 
recognizes the dystopian 
reality of  the 38 million 
people in Afghanistan. 
Efforts are underway to 
implement training pro-
grams and development 
assistance so Afghans 
can sustain themselves in-
stead of  relying on food 
imports and foreign aid. 

Nevertheless, tomor-
row every Afghan citi-
zen will wake up to an-
other day of  suffering 
under the Taliban. As 
for widowed and single 
women, this unpredict-
able nightmare seems 
to have no end in sight.

Contact Pranali at prana-
li.jain@student.shu.edu



Campus news
Ambassador Csaba Kőrösi Attends 

SHU World Leaders Forum
Ashley Skladany

Staff Writer

On January 26, Seton 
Hall University’s School of  
Diplomacy and Interna-
tional Relations hosted its 
first World Leaders Forum 
event of  the year, welcom-
ing President of  the 77th 
United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) Am-
bassador Csaba Kőrösi. 
The World Leaders Forum 
serves as a series of  pub-
lic lectures and dialogues 
for distinguished visitors 
to share their insights and 
valuable perspectives on 
global topics. Ambassador 
Kőrösi’s visit included a 
presentation outlining how 
the world can and should 
aim for peace, as well as 
opportunities for small 
groups of  students to ask 
the Ambassador questions 
relating to his experience 
as President of  the UNGA. 

The forum opened with 
introductory remarks from 
Dean of  Seton Hall Univer-
sity’s School of  Diplomacy 
and International Relations, 
Courtney Smith, who out-
lined the complex and chal-

lenging role which Am-
bassador Kőrösi is tasked 
to take on as President of  
the UN. Smith acknowl-
edged that as the leading 
figure of  193 countries 
in the United Nations, 
the ambassador must put 
aside his own biases and 
try to balance the interests 
of  nations facing geopo-
litical divides. Seton Hall 
University President Jo-
seph Nyre recognized the 
difficulty of  the position, 
mentioning the Dooms-
day Clock’s warning of  
“90 seconds until a glob-
al catastrophe” regarding 
ongoing crises surround-
ing global affairs. Nyre ex-
pressed that Ambassador 
Kőrösi has a responsibil-
ity to inspire progress to 
alleviate human suffering 
and address the world’s 
most pressing issues.

Former UN Hungarian 
ambassador to the U.S., 
László Szabó, was intro-
duced as a visiting schol-
ar prior to Ambassador 
Kőrösi’s speech. He set 
the stage for the following 
lecture by sharing Kőrö-
si’s experiences as a leader 

for climate action. Prior 
to assuming his current 
position, Ambassador 
Kőrösi had served as the 
Director of  Environmen-
tal Sustainability for the 
former president of  Hun-
gary, where he worked 
with high-profile political 
figures. This background 
served as a perfect segue 
for Kőrösi’s lecture on the 
critical topic of  promot-
ing international peace, 
where he related much 
of  his lecture to the is-
sues of  the global climate.

Ambassador Kőrösi 
detailed his discussion 
with alarming statistics 
to punctuate his mes-
sage.  According to Kőrö-
si, many nations will be 
on “death row” due to 
a rising global surface 
temperature and will av-
erage 250,000 additional 
deaths per year by 2030. 
Displacement, food inse-
curity, and droughts con-
tinue to plague society 
presently, Kőrösi noted. 
Despite the urgency of  
these issues, global gov-
ernance has weakened, 
worsening the conditions 

in which policymakers 
must address global issues. 

Throughout his talk, 
Ambassador Kőrösi em-
phasized the crucial role 
that individuals play on the 
world stage. The Ambassa-
dor spoke of  “a great ac-
celeration” that propelled 
the world towards facing 
various crises. The Am-
bassador pointed out that 
the globe has “never had 
this many armed conflicts” 
waged at once since World 
War II. Regarding the inva-
sion of  Ukraine, Ambassa-
dor Kőrösi delved into the 
war’s devastating effects 
on food accessibility and 
prices, as well as the glob-
al economy’s potential for 
a worldwide recession. He 
shared that 76 countries, 
more than one-third of  
the world, currently verge 
on financial collapse. Am-
bassador Kőrösi also ex-
pressed concern towards 
the disproportionate ef-
fects of  energy and water 
crises on vulnerable coun-
tries and stressed the im-
portance of  alleviating vul-
nerable nations’ suffering. 

Though the ambassa-

dor’s discussion began 
by reminding listeners of  
global hardships, Ambas-
sador Kőrösi delivered a 
message of  hope, empha-
sizing that work towards 
peace is not impossible. 
He shared promising 
news surrounding po-
tential breakthroughs in 
fusion and quantum en-
ergy that can offer reli-
able solutions to ongoing 
conflicts such as climate 
change. The ambassador 
aimed to encourage con-
versations and reflection, 
as well as underscore the 
important role individu-
als play in creating a sus-
tainable future, especially 
through scientific discov-
ery. Weighing in on the lec-
ture, Dean Smith shared:

“The President of  the 
General Assembly’s re-
marks reflected both real-
ism and optimism.  Real-
ism is important given the 
significant array of  global 
challenges that we face, 
but it must be balanced 
with optimism about hu-
manity’s capacity to trans-
form current thinking and 
practice into new oppor-

tunities for progress. This 
is an essential message for 
all of  us to hear, but it is 
especially important for 
our students since it will 
be in the hands of  future 
leaders to continue the 
work that the ambassador 
and others have started.” 

Kőrösi expressed hope 
that through shared sol-
idarity and efforts to-
wards sustainability and 
science, humanity has 
the power to implement 
radical change to trans-
form the current course 
of  development. After 
articulating a clear vision 
of  what is at stake, Am-
bassador Kőrösi closed 
his lecture by imploring 
his audience to join the 
movement for change 
and to become an active 
participant in supporting 
the scientific and techno-
logical advancements that 
will transform our future.

Contact Ashley at 
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shu.edu

February 2023
Page 11

February 2023
Page 10 Campus News

Conversations with Dr. Margarita 
Konaev

Sophia Alicea
Staff Writer

Dr. Margarita Konaev, 
Deputy Director of  Anal-
ysis and Research Fellow 
at Georgetown Univer-
sity’s Center for Security 
and Emerging Technolo-
gy (CSET), spoke at the 
United Nations Institute 
for Disarmament Re-
search (UNIDIR) Inno-
vations Dialogue for Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI) 
Disruption, Peace, and 
Security in December 
2022. As a member of  
the event’s second panel, 
Dr. Konaev tackled con-
versations on the uses 
of  AI in military opera-
tions, including the po-
tential risks and rewards 
of  AI use in internation-
al peace and security. 

Dr. Konaev discussed 
the relationship between 
the use of  AI and Unit-
ed States autonomy. The 
speaker elaborated on 
the value of  strategic im-
plications and the trust 
between humans and ma-
chines while attempting to 
enhance collaboration be-

tween militaries. She not-
ed that the development 
of  AI is not a weapon, 
but an enabler. As mod-
ern warfare is so com-
plex, Dr. Konaev noted, 
speed and precision are 
crucial. Even if  it is pre-
cise, AI cannot replace 
humans, as they must in-
teract with the military. 
More research is needed 
before using AI in war is 
a possibility, and it should 
be noted that not every 
military needs AI strategy, 
the formal recognition of  
AI depends on nations’ 
tradeoffs, and AI comes 
with much uncertainty.

In a one-on-one in-
terview with Dr. Konaev, 
she discussed transpar-
ency within the military, 
the challenges to achieve 
transparency in a com-
mercial space, and the im-
pact of  intelligence shar-
ing. Several prestigious 
periodicals have included 
Dr. Konaev’s research 
on international security, 
armed conflict, non-state 
actors, and urban warfare 
in the Middle East, Russia, 
and Eurasia. Her focus is 

U.S. military involvement 
in the international com-
munity and its influence 
in international security. 

Dr. Konaev has found 
that the foundation of  
security is based on a 
nation’s will to fight and 
the principle that inde-
pendent states are built 
around international in-
tegrity. It can be chal-
lenging to discuss military 
uses of  autonomy and AI 
without bringing up the 
topic of  “killer robots,” 
which presents another 
obstacle to establishing 
international coopera-
tion on AI-related con-
cerns. The incorpora-
tion of  AI into military 
systems and operations 
raises significant moral, 
ethical, and legal issues 
that demand attention.

There is a range of  
AI applications that the 
military can deploy, and 
most are innocuous. The 
limitations of  emerging 
technology, constraints 
of  operating within mil-
itary organizations’ rules 
of  engagement, and dis-
cussions concerning AI 

in safety-critical systems 
need to be more precise-
ly addressed. There are 
already systems in place 
for the production and 
use of  new weapons, 
and command and con-
trol structures. Naturally, 
there are concerns re-
garding the assurance and 
safety of  AI. Dr. Konaev 
urges the U.S. to proceed 
with extreme caution 
when it comes to new 
AI, but she believes that 
spreading the message 
that AI can choose and 
eliminate any target they 
like without any human 
control is detrimental.

When asked about 
constraints in technol-
ogy regarding Russia 
and the war in Ukraine, 
Dr. Konaev noted that 
the technology-centric 
analyses of  the strategic 
competition that over-
looks Russia lacks a clear 
understanding that tech-
nology does not have 
to be shiny, exquisite, 
or expensive to be det-
rimental to U.S. inter-
ests. Russia tests military 
technology, semi-auton-

omous, and autonomous 
systems in Syria less than 
Ukraine as they are in-
volved in theaters of  war.

While answering ques-
tions on her career and 
role at CSET, she ac-
knowledged that CSET 
has a variety of  publica-
tions concerning cooper-
ation with U.S. allies in re-
search and development, 
setting AI standards, 
collaborating on defense 
projects, and making sure 
AI technologies represent 
common democratic ide-
als. AI engagement and 
close cooperation with 
U.S. partners are strong-
ly encouraged, but Dr. 
Konaev believes that it is 
crucial to recognize that 
every nation has a dif-
ferent set of  goals. The 
discussion of  AI is not 
as heavily policed in Eu-
rope as it is in the Unit-
ed States. The use of  AI 
in transport, banking, 
health care, and medicine 
are among the areas that 
are accumulating atten-
tion. However, there are 
limitations on the use of  
AI because most U.S. al-

lies have a smaller defense 
budgets than the U.S.

Dr. Konaev explained 
that as she moved from 
academia into the think-
tank world, she hit a learn-
ing curve concerning the 
best ways to cover policy 
implications and pack-
age policy recommenda-
tions. When someone is 
an expert on a topic and 
they want to make that 
knowledge useful, it can 
be difficult to figure out 
who to speak to and what 
to share. Dr. Konaev of-
fered advice to interna-
tional relations students 
interested in shaping pol-
icy, stating that they aim 
to learn about domestic 
issues such as budgets 
and interest groups, how 
American institutions 
work, and how policy is 
made and implemented.  

Contact Sophia at 
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Archbishop Christophe Pierre Attends 
SHU World Leaders Forum

Joseph Brennan
Staff Writer

On February 1, Se-
ton Hall University’s 
School of  Diplomacy 
and International Rela-
tions hosted Apostol-
ic Nuncio Archbishop 
Christophe Pierre as part 
of  the school’s World 
Leaders Forum series. 

An Apostolic Nuncio 
is a Roman Catholic arch-
bishop who serves as the 
Vatican’s ambassador to 
a particular country or 
group of  countries. He 
is responsible for main-
taining the Holy See’s 
diplomatic relations with 
the country or countries 
assigned to him and for 
communicating the Pope’s 
messages and directives 
to the Catholic Church 
in a diplomatic setting. 

During His Excellen-
cy’s lecture, he discussed 
three main points: bilat-
eral relations, multilateral 
relations, and the pro-
motion of  dialogue and 
peace. He also addressed 

the relationship between 
the Holy See and the Vat-
ican. Archbishop Pierre 
explained that Vatican 
diplomacy does not exist 
as the Vatican does not 
send or receive Ambas-
sadors; Vatican City is 
where the Pope lives and 
does not engage in diplo-
matic activities. However, 
the Pope is the principal 
diplomatic component 
of  the Holy See. The 
Pope has full diplomatic 
status in 183 states, and 
91 states have full-time 
ambassadors at the Holy 
See. The Holy See is pres-
ent in international orga-
nizations such as a Per-
manent Observer at the 
Organization of  Ameri-
can States (OAS) and the 
Association of  Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

Archbishop Pierre 
was born in France on 
September 30, 1944. He 
attended school at the 
Seminary in the Archdi-
ocese of  Rennes and at 
the Catholic Institute of  
Paris, according to Nunti-

us USA. His Excellency 
also received a Canon 
Law doctorate from Pon-
tifical Lateran University. 
In 1997, the Papal Nun-
cio began his diplomat-
ic work at the Holy See. 
Prior to being appointed 
Apostolic Nuncio of  the 
United States, the arch-
bishop served in New 
Zealand, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, Cuba, Brazil, 
Haiti, Uganda, and Mexi-
co, utilizing his proficien-
cy in languages including 
French, English, Italian, 
Spanish, and Portuguese.

The now-archbishop 
was ordained a priest of  
the Society of  Foreign 
Missions of  Paris (MEP) 
in 1970 and worked as a 
parish priest in the Arch-
diocese of  Algiers. In 
1979, he joined the dip-
lomatic service of  the 
Holy See and served in 
various nunciatures in Af-
rica, Asia, and Europe. In 
1998, he was appointed 
as the Apostolic Nuncio 
to Uganda and to Rwan-
da and later to Burundi.

In 2005, Pope Benedict 
XVI appointed Archbish-
op Pierre as the Apostolic 
Nuncio to Mexico, where 
he served for nine years. 
During his time in Mex-
ico, Archbishop Pierre 
was known for his strong 
commitment to the pro-
motion of  human rights, 
especially for marginalized 
and vulnerable groups. 
He also worked closely 
with the local Catholic 
Church and the Mexican 
government to address 
social and political issues 
such as poverty, corrup-
tion, and drug trafficking.

In 2016, Pope Francis 
appointed Archbishop 
Pierre as the Apostol-
ic Nuncio to the United 
States. In this role, he has 
been a visible presence 
in the American Catholic 
Church, regularly partic-
ipating in national and 
regional events and meet-
ings. He has also been in-
strumental in promoting 
the Pope’s initiatives, such 
as the World Meeting of  
Families and the National 

Catholic Prayer Breakfast.
Throughout his lec-

ture, Archbishop Pierre 
highlighted his key priori-
ties as the Apostolic Nun-
cio to the United States, 
including the promotion 
of  ecumenism and in-
terfaith dialogue. He ex-
plained to the audience 
that he aims to encourage 
Catholic leaders to reach 
out to their counterparts 
within other Christian de-
nominations and to those 
who practice differing 
religions in an effort to 
build bridges of  under-
standing and cooperation. 
He told Catholic church-
es in the United States 
to heighten their engage-
ment in addressing social 
and political issues such 
as immigration, race rela-
tions, and climate change.

Archbishop Pierre’s 
work as the Apostolic 
Nuncio has earned him 
widespread respect and 
admiration. He has been 
praised for his dedica-
tion to the Church and 
his commitment to pro-

moting peace and justice. 
In recognition of  his con-
tributions, he has been 
awarded several honors, 
including the Grand Cross 
of  the Order of  Saint Syl-
vester from Pope Benedict 
XVI in 2006 and the Pro 
Ecclesia et Pontifice Cross 
from Pope Francis in 2019.
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February Edition Crossword

Across
2. 95 percent of  all ___ citizens suffer from hunger
4. Religious leader who recently visited Seton Hall
5. This nation has been focusing on strengthening 
diplmatic ties with NATO
13. President of  the 77th UN General Assembly
15. Peruvian president recently ousted by Congress
19. The majority of  Muslims in Pakistan are this sect
22. Prime Minister of  Israel
24. Sweden has a histry of  opennes towards refugees 
from here
25. This group has stripped Afghan women of  many 
rights
27. This nation also promised the answer to 26 to 
Ukraine
28. Türkiye is calling for Sweden and Finland to make 
130 of  these
29. Current acting president of  Peru
30.  Full name for the ICU

Down
1. NATO Secretary-General
3. This nation is being run by a military junta
6. In 1994, Russia joined the Partnership for ___
7. New Brazilian president
8. Far-right group in Germany
9. Host of  the 2022 FIFA World Cup
10. Pope Francis recently visited this majority Catholic 
nation
11. One of  multiple countries currently applying to join 
NATO
12. Terrorist group active in the Horn of  Africa
14. Capital of  the Democratic Republic of  the Congo
16. Largest city in the Khyber Pakhtunkhuwa region
17. This drug killed 70,000 Americans in 2022
18. NATO decisions must be ___
20. Christophe Pierre is the Apostolic Nuncio to this 
nation
21. Treaty signed in the wake of  WWII
23. This country was recently hit by a 7.8 earthquake
26. USA recently promised to send 31 of  these to 
Ukraine

*All crossword asnwers related to this edition*
Created by Anna Thibodeau using https://www.crosswordlabs.com


