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Malaysian Prime Minister Dissolves Parliament 
and Calls Early Elections

Joseph Brennan
Staff Writer

On October 10, the 
Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter, Ismail Sabri Yaakob, 
announced to the public 
that parliament would be 
dissolved. CNBC reports 
that this will pave the way 
for an early election, legit-
imizing the next Malay-
sian administration. The 
exact date of  the election 
will be determined by the 
election committee, states 
Al Jazeera. According to 
Malaysian law, when par-
liament is dissolved for an 
early election, the election 
must take place within 60 
days of  the dissolution.

To adjourn parliament, 
Yaakob had to put a re-
quest through to the con-
stitutional monarch of  
Malaysia, King Abdullah 
Sultan Ahmad Shah, or 
Abdullah of  Pahang. Ac-
cording to Channel News 
Asia, King Abdullah stat-
ed that he felt parliament 
needed to dissolve so 

there could be a popu-
lar election to reflect the 
people’s will. He was dis-
appointed with the level 
of  political distress in Ma-
laysia and “hoped that the 
Election Committee will 
hold an election [soon].” 

The urgency for this 
election stems from the 
upcoming monsoon sea-
son that killed fifty peo-
ple last year, according 
to CNBC. If  the election 
is held during monsoon 
season, the turnout to 
the polls will be signifi-
cantly decreased and may 
not accurately represent 
the opinion of  the peo-
ple. Monsoons in Malay-
sia consist of  torrential 
downpour, making it ex-
tremely difficult for peo-
ple to travel and get to 
polling booths to vote, 
says National Geographic.

Prime Minister Yaakob 
has stated that his goal is 
to keep the government 
of  Malaysia not only re-
spected in the interna-
tional community, but by 

its citizens. The election 
comes after the disman-
tling of  the United Malays 
National Organisation 
(UMNO), the ruling par-
ty of  Malaysia for near-
ly 60 years. In 2018, the 
UMNO lost general elec-
tions to the Parti Pribumi 
Bersatu Malaysia, a po-
litical party founded by 
Malaysia’s former auto-
crat, Mahathir Mohamad, 
who ruled Malaysia from 
1981 to 2003, explains 
Brookings. Despite this 
effort, the UMNO took 
control again in 2020 af-
ter the new coalition fell 
apart due to internal dis-
sent. In August 2021, the 
coalition again dissolved, 
allowing Yaakob, a mem-
ber of  the UMNO, to 
take the prime minister 
position, says Al Jazeera. 

The reason for such 
political turmoil in Malay-
sia is not only the collapse 
of  the UMNO, but also 
the discovery of  the for-
mer prime minister, Najib 
Razak’s, involvement in a 

multibillion-dollar scan-
dal.  reports that Razak 
has denied “any wrong-
doing,” though the court 
has found him guilty on 
seven counts involving 
transferring $9.4 mil-
lion to personal bank ac-
counts. This resulted in 
a sentence of  12 years in 
prison and a $46.8 million 
fine. Although his lawyers 
have pushed for a not-
guilty verdict, they have 
not prevailed. In addi-
tion to the former prime 
minister facing charges, 

the current President of  
UMNO, Ahmad Zahid 
Hamidi, is also on trial 
for graft. He also pledged 
the party’s allegiance to 
Razak, saying it would 
stand behind him until 
he received true justice, 
adds the Associated Press.

Yaakob has also been 
under pressure from the 
UMNO chairs to push for 
an earlier election. In one 
of  its last efforts, the Yaa-
kob administration cre-
ated its budget for 2023, 
which included govern-

ment spending of  372 bil-
lion ringgits, or $80 billion, 
says CNBC. This amount 
has dipped from 385.3 bil-
lion ringgits, or $85 billion, 
due to the stagnation of  
Malaysia’s economy. Ac-
cording to Finance Minis-
ter Zafrul Aziz, the budget 
plan is to even out finan-
cial needs within the gen-
eral population. The bud-
get also includes 42 billion 
ringgits, or $9 billion, for 
public welfare, including 
cash handouts to poor 
families and communities, 
according to the Associat-
ed Press. The budget will 
have to be voted on again 
in 2023 after the elections.
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Dozens Killed by Flooding in Venezuela
David Babigian

Staff Writer

Venezuela is current-
ly recovering from a di-
sastrous flood in the city 
of  Las Tejerias. At least 
54 people died in floods 
on October 8 and three 
more people were found 
dead in the central Ven-
ezuelan state of  Aragua, 
reports Reuters. Many 
also remained missing as 
rescue crews searched the 
wreckage of  homes and 
buildings in the city. The 
El Pato River flooded as 
a result of  torrential rain. 
Trees, automobiles, res-
idences, and shops were 
all destroyed by the ensu-
ing flooding in the town, 
which is located around 
87 kilometers, or about 
50 miles, southwest of  
the capital city of  Caracas. 

Late at night on Satur-
day October 8, as mud, 
rocks and trees tore 
through the streets and 
homes, residents of  Las 
Tejerias had only a few 
seconds to get to safety. 
Vice President Delcy Ro-
driguez lamented the loss 
of  life in Las Tejerias as 
authorities set up shelters 
and rescue teams were 
deployed to pull survivors 
from the wreckage, re-
ports Al Jazeera. She stat-
ed that about a month’s 
worth of  rain had fallen 
in just eight hours. As 
military and rescue offi-
cials searched the river-
banks for survivors, Ro-
driguez said the primary 
goal of  the rescuers was 
to find victims still buried 
under mud and boulders 
throughout the town. 

After the floods, res-

idents frantically dug 
through the thick mud by 
hand to try to find survi-
vors and loved ones. They 
were joined by search 
and rescue dogs along 
with specialized search 
teams. Interior Minister 
Remigio Ceballos said 
the landslides had been 
caused by Hurricane Julia, 
which passed just north 
of  Venezuela, reports 
BBC News. “There was 
a record rainfall, as much 
rain in one day as is usu-
ally seen in a month,” he 
said. Many residents have 
lost their loved ones in 
this tragedy. According to 
News360, Ceballos told 
the TeleSur news chan-
nel, “So far, officially, we 
have 50 people who un-
fortunately lost their lives 
and have been handed 
over to their families.”

Reuters reports that 
Armando Escalona,   a 
43-year-old taxi driver, 
was attending an evangel-
ical church service with 
his family when the flood 
waters caught them by 
surprise. He said that he 
remembers hugging his 
family for a short while 
until an unknown object 
hit his head and left him 
unconscious. When he 
woke, he couldn’t find 
his family. “I lost my 
wife and my 5-year-old 
son. I can’t even talk. 
We were at the service 
and everything happened 
so fast,” Escalona said. 

Although preventing 
an event like this is impos-
sible, many blame climate 
change for this incident 
and are expressing dis-
pleasure with Venezuela’s 
environmental practices 

as a whole. The Human-
itarian Practice Network 
specifically calls out Ven-
ezuela’s environmental 
practices. They stated, 
“Mounting evidence sug-
gests that Venezuela is 
experiencing accelerating, 
chronic climate shocks 
and stresses.” There are 
different factors that play 
into the current situa-
tion with climate change 
in Venezuela, however, 
many question the com-
petence of  the Vene-
zuelan government and 
if  they are focused on 
the environmental im-
pacts of  their practices. 

The Harvard Inter-
national Review has spe-
cifically criticized Vene-
zuelan President Nicolás 
Maduro for his practices 
in the oil market. They 
write, “Venezuela’s state-

run PDVSA oil compa-
ny has been pumping 
out oil without concerns 
about contamination. As 
a result, PDVSA rarely 
cleans up oil spills regu-
larly.” These oil spills lead 
to severe consequences 
for Venezuelans, such as 
water pollution and less 
successful harvests, which 
have affected every corner 
of  Venezuela. Ultimately, 
the lack of  environmental 
oversight from the Ven-
ezuelan government will 
continue to have a nega-
tive effect on the country, 
and broad reforms are 
required for the country 
to adequately address the 
issue of  climate change. 
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Recent Bosnian Elections Spark Rise in 
Ethnic Tensions 

Austin Delsontro
Staff Writer

The Bosnian election 
commission (CIK) has 
ordered a recount of  
votes for the presidency 
of  Republika Srpska af-
ter numerous complaints 
filed by opposition par-
ties alleged the rigging 
of  ballots by pro-Russia 
Bosnian Serb leader Mi-
lorad Dodik, according to 
Reuters. On October 17, 
CIK began the recount 
of  ballots for the presi-
dential race from all poll-
ing stations at the central 
counting point in the 
capital city of  Sarajevo. 
Dodik, who declared vic-
tory already, believes the 
CIK decision to be po-
litically motivated as well 
as a violation of  the law.

Beginning on October 
6, the ethnic tensions of  
Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na have boiled over with 
thousands protesting re-
sults in their country’s 
general election, with 
allegations of  Dodik rig-

ging the vote to win the 
presidency of  Republika 
Srpska, the Associated 
Press details. Questions 
have reemerged wheth-
er peace can remain be-
tween the different eth-
nic communities under 
a unique government 
once adapted for peace, 
but recently, falling short 
of  maintaining order.

Other election results 
from the October 2 elec-
tion showed that Denis 
Bećirović won the race 
for the Muslim Bosniak 
seat on the country’s 
three-member presidency, 
DW News reports. Beci-
revic won 55 percent of  
the vote over opponent 
Bakir Izetbegović. For 
the Croat presidency seat, 
Željko Komšić defeat-
ed his opponent Borjana 
Krišto with 55 percent of  
the Croat vote. In the race 
for the Serb member of  
the Bosnian presidency, 
Željka Cvijanović, a close 
ally of  Dodik, won 51 per-
cent of  the vote over mul-
tiple candidates. Dodik, 

who just served a term as 
the Serb member of  the 
presidency, ran for the 
separate job of  president 
of  the Republika Srpska, 
the autonomous Serb part 
of  the country. It was in 
that separate election 
against his opponent Jele-
na Trivić, where the pro-
tests and allegations of  
election fraud occurred.

Milorad Dodik has 
been one the most power-
ful politician in Bosnia for 
years, explains Atalyar. A 
close ally of  Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, Do-
dik has been sanctioned 
by the United States and 
other nations for alleged-
ly trying to undermine 
peace and stability in the 
country. The nationalist 
politician has repeated-
ly called for the separa-
tion of  Republika Srpska 
from the rest of  Bosnia.

The country of  Bos-
nia and Herzegovina is 
a complicated political 
entity, EuroNews details. 
Because of  the Bosnian 
War, the country is divid-

ed into two political enti-
ties: the Serb-dominated 
Republika Srpska and 
the mixed Bosniak-Croat 
Federation of  Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. During the 
Bosnian War, more than 
100,000 people died with 
around 2 million people 
displaced. The Dayton 
Accords, which brought 
the bloody conflict to an 
end in December 1995, 
divided the country into 
the two autonomous en-
tities. Given the region’s 
diversity, the Dayton Ac-
cords dictated Bosnia 
and Herzegovina’s state 
would be collective with 
the Presidency composed 
of  three members: one 
Bosniak and one Croat 
from the Federation and 
one Serb from the Re-
publika Srpska. This pres-
idency rotates every eight 
months among the three 
during a four-year term.

It is important to note 
that political candidates 
must register their eth-
nicity to run for office 
and citizens may only 

vote for a single member 
of  the presidency within 
their ethnic constituency 
explains the Internation-
al Republican Institute. 
Because ethnic identity 
acts as a means of  polit-
ical participation, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina’s mi-
nority groups, such as the 
Roma and Jews, cannot 
run for high office cre-
ating a lack of  minority 
representation. This over-
sight alienates minorities 
and prevents them from 
having a voice in the di-
rection of  their country. 

Since the end of  the 
Bosnian War, the coun-
try has been economically 
stagnant, notes Al Jazeera. 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
which has a population 
of  3.3 million people, 
seems forever plagued 
by corruption and ethnic 
tensions which have im-
peded efforts to join the 
European Union, some-
thing that three out of  
four Bosnians want. In 
a nationwide survey on 
public perception of  elec-

tions, more than 40 per-
cent of  Bosnians believed 
their country’s electoral 
system did not allow for a 
genuine reflection of  citi-
zens’ will. While Bosnians 
anxiously await the elec-
toral recount, observers 
around the world won-
der if  political stability 
can be maintained with-
in a system that divides 
its citizenry by ethnicity.
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Mexico Files Second Lawsuit Against 
American Gun Manufacturers

Kaila Engle
Staff Writer

On Monday, October 
10, the Mexican govern-
ment revealed that they 
are filing a second lawsuit 
against five large gun dis-
tributors located in Ari-
zona reports NBC News. 
Mexico alleges that Amer-
ican gun manufacturers 
are contributing to arms 
trafficking in Mexico. The 
defendants in the case 
include Sprague’s Sports 
Inc, SnG Tactical (LLC), 
Diamondback Shooting 
Sports Inc, Lone Prairie, 
Hub Target Sports, and 

Ammo A-Z. This new 
lawsuit was filed in wake 
of  the dismissal of  their 
first lawsuit, which was 
filed in Boston and sued 
for $10 billion in rep-
arations. The first suit 
was filed in August 2021 
and the verdict was giv-
en in late September of  
this year. The Associat-
ed Press explains that 
Judge F. Dennis Saylor 
ruled that Mexico’s claim 
did not provide enough 
evidence to overcome 
the Protection of  Law-
ful Commerce in Arms 
Act (PLCAA). PLCAA 
was passed in 2005 and 

was made to provide gun 
manufacturers and dis-
tributors broad immunity 
from liability and make 
it difficult for lawsuits 
to hold the U.S. firearms 
industry accountable.

This legal action comes 
in response to the wide-
spread gun violence faced 
in Mexico today, and the 
Mexican government’s 
efforts to cut off  the il-
legal gun trade between 
Mexican Cartels and U.S. 
manufacturers. Accord-
ing to the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry, “The Mexican 
government estimates 
70% of  the weapons traf-
ficked into Mexico come 
from the U.S.” Al Jazeera 
reports that the complaint 
also brought up the argu-
ment that in 2019 alone, 
at least 17,000 homicides 
in Mexico were linked to 
trafficked weapons. Mexi-
co has appealed this claim 
along with filing anoth-
er lawsuit and has said it 
plans to go up to the U.S. 
Supreme Court if  need be. 

In the Arizona lawsuit, 

the Mexican government 
is asking the defendants 
to put in place more mea-
sures to prevent illegal 
arms trafficking and have 
a more well-monitored 
record of  all gun sales as 
well as pay damages to the 
Mexican government as 
retribution for the harm-
ful effects of  the gun vi-
olence epidemic. Legal 
advisor Alejandro Celo-
rio reported to Reuters 
that the lawsuit aims to 
address the immigration 
crisis at the border and 
how a decrease in gun 
trafficking will decrease 
gun violence in Mexico. 
On October 10, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Marcelo 
Ebrard took to social me-
dia to voice his opinion 
about the situation saying 
that Mexico is consid-
ering withdrawing their 
support in the U.S. war 
on drugs if  the U.S. does 
not support their war on 
arms reports Barron’s. 

Arms trafficking is a 
lucrative business that 
U.S. companies are earn-

ing significant profits 
from. The Arms Control 
Association determined 
that “In 2021, specialists 
who collaborate with the 
Mexican Ministry of  For-
eign Affairs estimated the 
annual value of  guns traf-
ficked from the United 
States at more than $250 
million.”  As of  2020, the 
National Center for Drug 
Abuse Statistics states 
that “59.277 million or 
21.4 percent of  people 
12 and over have used 
illegal drugs or misused 
prescription drugs with-
in the last year.” These 
numbers show no sign 
of  decreasing, and as this 
drug epidemic continues 
to grow the U.S. needs 
the support of  Mexi-
co now more than ever. 

Submitting to the ulti-
matum presented by the 
Mexican government can 
be costly for America’s 
image abroad. Whatever 
the verdict of  this sec-
ond case, the Biden Ad-
ministration, which has 
advocated for more gun 

regulations, will have to 
decide whether to sup-
port American corpo-
rate interests abroad or 
maintain close relations 
with its border ally. As 
the global order moves 
in a multipolar direction 
with rising powers like 
China, Russia, and India 
wielding more and more 
influence, it may not be 
in U.S. interests to ignore 
the needs of  its neighbor.  
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Xi Jinping Handed Third Term at Party 
Congress 

Kevin Arango
Staff Writer

  
The Chinese Commu-

nist party opened its 20th 
National Congress on 
October 16. This meeting 
is expected to be one of  
the most important in the 
party’s history, as it is an-
ticipated that current Su-
preme Leader Xi Jinping 
is being handed a third 
consecutive five-year 
term. President Xi Jin-
ping has arguably become 
China’s most powerful 
president since Chairman 
Mao Ze Dong. According 
to BBC News, Xi has held 
three of  the Chinese gov-
ernment’s most important 
positions for the last 10 
years, as the Chinese pres-
ident, Communist Party 
Secretary, and command-
er of  the Chinese armed 
forces. Many experts have 
criticized the authoritar-
ian direction in which Xi 
has taken China, and his 
forecasted third term is a 
strong signal of  the con-
tinuation of  that policy.

President Xi has stra-
tegically amassed power 
over the years to advance 
from an equal in a govern-
ment based on collective 
leadership to what is es-
sentially a supreme lead-
er. According to Reuters, 
Xi is in the process of  
purging the Chinese gov-
ernment of  opposition, 
investigating as many as 
4.7 million officials he 
deemed disloyal or inef-
fective. Additionally, Xi 
has been able to main-

tain the Chinese economy 
on its course to becom-
ing the biggest economy 
in the world, which has 
granted him credibility in 
the Chinese government; 
however, the Chinese 
economic miracle seems 
to be disappearing with 
growth rates slowing ev-
ery year, as the South Chi-
na Morning Post reports.

Xi has cemented his 
power in Chinese poli-
tics under the guise of  
strengthening national 

unity, preaching that all 
ethnic groups inhabiting 
China’s vast territories 
owe allegiance to one in-
divisible China whose his-
tory stands above ethnic 
divisions. According to 
BBC News, everywhere 
from Tibet to Taiwan, 
Communist Party offi-
cials operate to cement 
and enforce the idea of  
one China. These poli-
cies, as well as accusations 
of  authoritarian abuse 
culminating in numerous 

human rights violations 
against ethnic minorities, 
will likely only increase 
in intensity as Xi seeks 
to consolidate his control 
over unassimilated prov-
inces such as Xinjiang, Ti-
bet, and even Taiwan. Xi’s 
almost guaranteed third 
term signals the Com-
munist Party’s support 
of  the efforts to forge a 
cohesive national unity 
by any means necessary.

The continuation of  
President Xi’s tenure has 
strong implications for the 
West. Unlike his predeces-
sors, who were influenced 
by the Dengist ideals that 
followed pragmatism in 
order to involve China 
in the world market, Xi 
has returned to a Maoist 
modus operandi where 
ideology influences policy 
more often than the other 
way around, according to 
Foreign Affairs. Analysts 
conclude that Xi has pur-
sued a foreign policy with 
characteristics of  the na-
tionalist right, namely in 
his belief  that history is 

on China’s side and that 
China needs to develop 
a more just world order 
based on its own pow-
er. Chinese ideologues 
under Xi Jinping believe 
that the United States and 
the capitalist world will 
inevitably collapse under 
the weight of  their own 
contradictions and that 
China must fill that power 
vacuum. China’s ideolog-
ical impetus has real im-
plications like its increas-
ingly aggressive foreign 
policy; something that is 
likely to continue during 
Xi Jinping’s third term.
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OPEC Oil Production Cut Puts Relations with 
US at Risk

Ashley Skladany
Staff Writer

After gathering for their 
first in-person meeting in 
Vienna since the start of  
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
a coalition of  oil-produc-
ing nations led by Saudi 
Arabia and Russia, com-
monly referred to as the 
Organization of  the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), announced on 
October 5 that they will cut 
oil production by 2 million 
barrels per day beginning 
in November, reports the 
Associated Press. Head 
of  Americas Analysis at 
Rystad Energy Claudio 
Galimberti predicts that 
gas prices are to increase by 
roughly 10 percent in the 
United States, complicating 
the Biden administration’s 
strategy to achieve low-
er gas prices ahead of  the 
2022 midterm elections. 

Before OPEC’s an-
nouncement, gas prices 
were already rising in sev-
eral states with ongoing 
congressional races. The 
Washington Post reports 
that just this past week, 

prices jumped 62 cents in 
California and 40 cents in 
Nevada, Washington, Or-
egon, and Alaska. Falling 
gas prices over the sum-
mer improved the Demo-
crats’ electoral prospects, 
but with the recent spike 
in gas prices, those gains 
have been undercut, and 
Republican polling num-
bers have vastly improved.  

The cuts come de-
spite aggressive lobbying 
on behalf  of  the Biden 
administration. In July, 
Biden met with the crown 
prince of  Saudi Arabia, 
Mohammed bin Salman, 
despite his claim early 
in his presidency that he 
would not meet with the 
Saudi prince, reports BBC 
News. However, Biden 
left the meeting failing 
to secure any firm ener-
gy agreements, Reuters 
writes. White House offi-
cials have suggested that 
the Biden Administration 
has not done enough to 
dissuade the Gulf  Arab 
countries from choos-
ing to cut production. 

Russia’s wealth largely 
relies on gas and oil sales. 

OPEC’s decision to lower 
the production of  oil in-
creases prices, which has 
led to claims that OPEC 
is helping fund Russia’s 
invasion of  Ukraine, re-
ports Al Jazeera. The in-
crease in oil prices will 
likely lead to more reve-
nue for the main oil sell-
ers, most notably Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, and the 
UAE. Saudi Arabia’s resis-
tance to the Biden admin-
istration’s efforts has left 
the White House contem-
plating a possible re-eval-
uation of  ties with Saudi 

Arabia. The chair of  the 
U.S. Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee, Bob 
Menendez, has called for 
the government to freeze 
arms sales to Saudi Ara-
bia due to their perceived 
support for Russia and 
disdain for U.S. interests. 

OPEC has defended its 
actions, claiming that they 
only intend to stabilize 
the oil market in light of  a 
recent fall in global energy 
prices. They have reiterat-
ed a commitment to en-
hancing guidance for the 
oil market and not driv-

ing up prices as charged. 
Energy Secretary Jen-

nifer Granholm has pre-
viously suggested that the 
administration use emer-
gency powers to curb 
exports as a way to boost 
domestic inventories. 
However, leaders of  the 
American Petroleum In-
stitute and American Fuel 
and Petrochemical Manu-
facturers have sent Gra-
nholm a five-page letter 
in response, warning that 
such restrictions would 
likely backfire and reduce 
inventory, discourage in-

vestment in increased pro-
duction, and alienate U.S. 
allies during a time of  war.

OPEC’s decision to slash 
production during the time 
of  war in Ukraine has been 
seen by many countries, in-
cluding the United States, 
as a threat to peace. Such 
cuts will negatively impact 
the people of  the U.S. with 
anticipated increases in oil 
prices. Because of  this, the 
U.S. will likely experience 
political turmoil, especial-
ly in many hotly contested 
states with ongoing con-
gressional elections. The 
Biden Administration has 
warned of  severe conse-
quences for Saudi Arabia, 
which is still extremely reli-
ant on the U.S. for military 
aid. OPEC’s decision to cut 
oil production will rever-
berate around the world 
and the Biden Administra-
tion will need to ask fast 
to receive any concessions 
from the Gulf  petrostates. 

Contact Ashley at
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OPEC consists of 15 member countries, led by Saudi Arabia and Russia.
Courtesy of Just Click’s With A Camera (Flickr)

Great Hall of the People in Beijing, host of the CCP National Congress.
Courtesy of Huangdan 2060 (Wikimedia Commons)

Photo of U.S.-Mexico border.
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Former Myanmar Leader’s Prison Term 
Extended over Corruption Charges

Megan Gawron
Editor-in-Chief

Aung San Suu Kyi, 
Myanmar’s democrati-
cally elected leader oust-
ed in last year’s military 
takeover, was convicted 
on two additional cor-
ruption charges on Oc-
tober 12, according to 
The Associated Press.

The new corruption 
charges, which accuse Suu 
Kyi of  taking a $550,000 
bribe, bring her jail sen-
tence from 23 years to 
26 years. Bloomberg ex-
plains that since the mili-
tary junta assumed power 
in February 2021, Suu Kyi 
has faced charges ranging 
from the illegal possession 
of  walkie-talkies to violat-
ing the colonial-era Offi-
cial Secrets Act. Suu Kyi, 
a Nobel peace laureate, 
remains on trial for five 
more corruption charges.

The most recent 
charges were filed after 
allegations of  corruption 
by a prominent business-
person who had previ-

ously served a prison sen-
tence for drug possession 
and trafficking. The busi-
nessperson alleged that he 
frequently delivered cash 
bribes to Suu Kyi’s home 
in exchange for her giving 
preference to his compa-
ny’s government tenders, 
or contract bids, accord-
ing to Al Jazeera. Suu 
Kyi’s legal team is expect-
ed to appeal the decision.

While the businessper-
son was widely viewed 
as a questionable witness 
in Myanmar, the accusa-
tions were broadcast on 
the state-owned television 
network, Myanmar TV, 
in what Al Jazeera per-
ceives as an attempt to 
publicly undermine Suu 
Kyi’s political credibility. 
The charges against Suu 
Kyi have the potential to 
block her from political-
ly challenging the junta.

The military junta has 
promised to hold an elec-
tion in 2023, according to 
NPR. Suu Kyi has little 
opportunity to influence 
these elections, howev-

er, due to her inability to 
address the public. Since 
she was arrested in Feb-
ruary 2021, Suu Kyi has 
not been seen or heard 
by the public. Reuters ex-
plains that this was made 
more extreme in October 
of  last year when Khin 
Maung Zaw, Suu Kyi’s 
head lawyer, revealed the 
junta had also imposed 
a gag order on his com-
munications with the 
public about Suu Kyi.

The gag order details 
the junta’s claims that 
Maung Zaw’s rhetoric 
could “cause riots and 
[destabilize] the public 
peace,” Reuters continues. 
The order also claimed 
that his communications 
had made it to “illegal 
media outlets” that were 
spreading false informa-
tion about the junta, Suu 
Kyi, and the trials. Maung 
Zaw was known to pro-
vide information on Suu 
Kyi’s trial and well-being.

The gag order is just 
one of  many difficulties 
Suu Kyi’s legal team has 

faced while representing 
her against a myriad of  
charges. Myanmar Now 
reveals that the legal team 
of  The National League 
for Democracy, Suu Kyi’s 
party, has been represent-
ing her, but defense law-
yers are frequently barred 
from court and the team 
has struggled to trans-
fer power of  attorney.

Suu Kyi’s case is the 
most prominent in Myan-
mar, but she is far from 
the only person experi-
encing a slew of  charges 
in the wake of  the jun-
ta’s takeover. In the past 

year, NPR reports that 
at least 15,821 civilians 
have been arrested and at 
least 2,343 civilians have 
been killed by Myanmar 
security forces. Arrested 
individuals include other 
leaders of  the National 
League of  Democracy, 
which won a majority 
in Parliament in 2020 
that would have cement-
ed civilian control over 
the country. However, 
members were prevent-
ed from assuming their 
positions by the military, 
which justified this move 
with an unsubstantiated 
claim of  voting fraud. 

According to The 
Guardian, human rights 
groups estimate that over 
12,600 people are cur-
rently being held by the 
military, including at least 
40 journalists. Journalists, 
like politicians, have come 
under severe scrutiny by 
the junta. This scrutiny 
has triggered the repeated 
use of  Myanmar’s Elec-
tronic Transactions Law, 
which prescribes a pris-

on sentence of  seven to 
15 years for anyone who 
electronically transmits 
“any information relating 
to secrets of  the security of  
the State.” The Committee 
to Protect Journalists, an 
American non-profit, has 
described this application 
of  the law as outrageous 
and is calling for the release 
of  detained journalists.
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Prison Riots Highlight Conditions in 
Ecuadorian Prison System 

Anthony Samaniego
Staff Writer

On October 3, 2022, 
a prison riot in the Coto-
paxi Jail located in the city 
of  Latacunga, Ecuador, 
left 43 prisoners injured 
and 16 dead, according to 
Ecuadorian news outlet 
Ecuavisa. The following 
day a ninth prison mas-
sacre caused by gang vi-
olence this year occurred 
at the Littoral Penitentiary 
leaving 13 prisoners dead, 
says ecuavisa. Meanwhile, 
in the early morning of  
October 8 two prisoners 
were found dead with 
asphyxiation signs at the 
Esmeraldas Jail. Pris-
on massacres becoming 
more common in Ecua-
dor has sparked concerns 
among numerous inter-
national organizations. 

CBS News reports 
that during the Cotopaxi 
riot that tactical units 
conducted operations to 
regain control of  the fa-
cility, which houses about 

4,300 prisoners and is one 
of  the largest prisons in 
Ecuador. Authorities are 
still working on identify-
ing the dead bodies from 
the Cotopaxi riot reports 
Al Jazeera. The governor 
of  the Cotopaxi province 
Oswaldo Coronel told re-
porters that security has 
been restored. Coronel 
informed reporters that 
14 of  the injured prison-
ers from the massacre had 
been taken to the hospital 

according to Al Jazeera.
Another prison riot 

occurred at the Guayas 
Prison located in the port 
city of  Guayaquil leaving 
at least 13 people dead 
according to a statement 
from SNAI, Ecuador’s 
national prison service, 
released on October 6, 
says InSight Crime. The 
massacre that occurred 
at the Guayas prison 
likely was a response to 
the death of  prominent 

drug trafficker and mon-
ey launderer, Leandro 
Norero, also known as 
“El Patrón” who was 
killed during the Coto-
paxi prison massacre ac-
cording to InSight Crime. 

The violence occur-
ring in Ecuador’s prisons 
lately consists of  gangs 
competing for power and 
is often carried out with 
knives and even some-
times involves behead-
ings, according to CBS 
news. Since February 
2021, 400 prisoners have 
been killed due to prison 
violence. Another pris-
on massacre occurred in 
July in the city of  Santo 
Domingo located in the 
province of  Tsachilas just 
two months after the vi-
olence at the same insti-
tution in May. In July the 
prison massacre at the 
Santo Domingo jail took 
the lives of  12 prisoners 
and in May the lives of  
43 prisoners were lost.

According to Reu-
ters, the Inter-American 

Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR) stat-
ed that Ecuador’s pris-
on system suffers from 
state abandonment, poor 
living conditions, and 
inconsistent policies. A 
delegation from the IA-
CHR visited Ecuador in 
December after the vio-
lent prison clashes across 
the country in 2022. The 
IACHR report found that 
over-crowdedness due 
to arbitrary detentions 
and budget cuts lead to 
weakened security with-
in the prison system ac-
cording to Reuters. The 
Ecuadorian government 
did not comment on 
the IACHR’s findings. 

The Inter-American 
Commission on Human 
Rights has concluded that 
the current administra-
tion of  Guillermo Lasso 
has no comprehensive 
policy for the country’s 
prison system. The condi-
tions that inmates endure 
consist of  crowdedness 
and life-threatening con-

ditions towards inmates 
as a result of  the danger-
ous rivalry between crim-
inal groups in the prison 
system. Families of  the 
dead inmates have ex-
pressed that the number 
of  those who died in the 
prison unrest is far higher 
than statistics show and 
have been calling for re-
forms that legally ensure 
safety for the inmates 
while serving time in pris-
on. All of  the inmate’s 
families have together 
formed the Committee 
of  Families for Justice in 
Prisons in order to de-
mand the state be held 
accountable for decades 
of  negligence according 
to Al Jazeera. Ecuador’s 
prisons hold a total of  33, 
500 inmates, which is 11.3 
percent beyond the max-
imum capacity accord-
ing to official statistics. 
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 Russia struck Kyiv 
and other cities through-
out Ukraine on Monday, 
October 9 in retaliation 
for the Ukrainian attack 
on Russia’s Kerch Strait 
bridge in Crimea a week 
earlier. In the largest at-
tack since the day of  the 
initial invasion last Feb-
ruary, Russia’s strikes tar-
geted Ukrainian military 
and energy infrastructure 
as well as Kyiv, reports 
The Washington Post. 
The Russian military also 
struck civilian-dense areas, 
including a university and 
a playground, according 
to the Associated Press. 
Ukraine’s Emergency Ser-
vice reported nearly 100 
people wounded and at 
least 14 deaths during the 
morning’s attacks span-
ning at least 14 regions in 
the form of  strikes from 
the air, sea, and land. Ac-
cording to Al Jazeera, 
the commander-in-chief  
of  the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces, General Valeriy 

Zaluzhnyi, reported 
75 missiles launched 
by Russia, although 41 
were neutralized by 
Ukrainian air defenses. 

These latest Russian 
attacks may be just the 
beginning of  an esca-
lated retaliation to the 
Ukrainian counteroffen-
sives. According to CBS 
News, Putin stated that he 
is not bluffing regarding 
his threats to use nucle-
ar weapons, and United 
States officials have ex-
pressed their concern over 
the potential for nucle-
ar escalation in Ukraine, 
reports The New York 
Times. The New York 
Times goes on to explain 
that tactical, or small, nu-
clear weapons, are diffi-
cult to use with precision 
but easy to deploy, making 
them a good tool to make 
small areas of  land unin-
habitable. CBS News ex-
plains that the most recent 
U.S. intelligence estimate 
claims that Russia has up 
to 2,000 tactical nucle-
ar weapons, potentially 
10 times more than U.S. 

tactical nuclear arms in 
reserves. An attack using 
nuclear weapons would 
be the first use of  atomic 
bombs since the U.S. used 
them on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in 1945, accord-
ing to The New Yorker. 

Ukraine’s attack on the 
Kerch Strait bridge, also 
referred to as the Crime-
an bridge, was a Ukrainian 
demonstration of  power 
that destroyed a symbol 
of  Russian pride and engi-
neering, Al Jazeera states. 
Russia previously ex-
pressed that heavy defens-
es surround the Crimean 
bridge, which Russia de-
pended on to transport 
military goods and sup-
plies. The Crimean bridge, 
the longest in Europe, was 
also a demonstration of  
Russia’s sovereignty claim 
over Crimea from its 2014 
annexation, according 
to the Financial Times. 

Putin may be attempt-
ing to revitalize his re-
sources and streamline 
military power. Al Jazeera 
states that just days be-
fore Monday’s attacks on 

Ukraine, General Sergey 
Surovikin, a general de-
scribed as “ruthless,” 
was appointed to lead 
the Russian war efforts 
in Ukraine. Ukraine has 
steadily mounted a coun-
teroffensive, most recent-
ly breaking past Russian 
defenses and advancing 
along the Dnieper River, 
yet another vital supply 
transportation route for 
Russian troops, accord-
ing to Al Jazeera. CBS 
News shares that some, 
however, view Russia’s 
most recent attacks on 
Ukraine not as a tactical 
advance, but instead as 
aiming only to cause a 
“humanitarian catastro-
phe,” in the words of  An-
driy Yermak, an advisor 
to Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 

Ukraine’s recent suc-
cessful counter-offen-
sive which allowed them 
to recapture land occu-
pied by Russia, as well as 
Ukrainian forces’ continu-
al advancement, may lead 
to the collapse of  the Rus-
sian front in the Donbas, 

The New Yorker predicts. 
One of  the only ways Pu-
tin would be able to com-
bat Russia’s collapse in the 
Donbas may be through 
the use of  tactical nuclear 
weapons, the New Yorker 
goes on to explain. Out-
side of  Russia, the Belar-
usian President Alexander 
Lukashenko announced 
that he and Putin plan 
to create a joint force of  
troops, providing little 
explanation, CBS stated. 
Additionally, Belarus has 
allowed Russia to attack 
Ukraine using Belarusian 
land, indicating closer co-
ordination between the 
two countries in the war 
effort, Financial Times 
explains. The Belarusian 
and Russian joint military 
force is a threat to Ukraine, 
who has expressed a plan 
to attack Belarus. Belar-
usian defense minister 
Viktor Khrenin issued 
a statement, however, 
claiming “We don’t want 
to fight,” according to 
the Associated Press.

As of  now, it is not 
predicted that Russia will 

use tactical nuclear weap-
ons in Ukraine, The New 
York Times reports. They 
share that Moscow is 
quick to use the threat of  
atomic weaponry to scare 
Ukraine. However, Russia 
has a history of  empty 
threats when it comes to 
the use of  nuclear weap-
ons, including in 2014 
during Russia’s invasion 
of  Crimea. According to 
The New Yorker, many 
experts believe that a de-
terrence preventing Rus-
sia from deploying nuclear 
weapons may be their fear 
of  increased U.S. military 
involvement in the war. 
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The United States 
freed two relatives of  the 
Venezuelan President, 
Nicolas Maduro, in ex-
change for seven Ameri-
cans last Saturday, Octo-
ber 1, in what has become 
the largest prisoner swap 
of  President Joe Biden’s 
administration, says NPR. 
The swap included five 
American Citgo Petro-
leum executives who were 
held for almost five years, 
along with U.S. Marine 
veteran, Matthew Heath, 
and another U.S. citizen, 
Osman Khan. They were 
freed in exchange for 
the First Lady of  Ven-
ezuala’s nephews who 
were imprisoned in 2017 
for cocaine smuggling 
charges, reports Unit-
ed Press International.

In a statement on the 
day of  the release, Biden 
commented that the de-
tainees were wrongfully 
imprisoned and will soon 

reunite with their fam-
ilies, according to UPI. 
The Guardian reports 
that the physical transfer 
took place in St. Vincent 
and Grenadines following 
conversations that began 
in March with Caracas. 
The newly freed Ameri-
cans were in good health 
according to Reuters.

The seeming shift in 
relations with Venezue-
la comes after a hostile 
Trump administration 
imposed strict sanctions 
on the South Ameri-
can nation. Washington 
makes the agreement un-
der increasing pressure 
to focus on Americans 
held captive abroad like, 
WNBA star Brittney Gri-
ner and former Marine 
Paul Whelan, who were 
subject to the Russian 
criminal court’s 99 per-
cent conviction rate, NPR 
highlights. Since making 
the deal, however, the U.S. 
confirmed on Wednesday, 
October 5, that it does not 
plan on lifting sanctions 

unless Venezuela takes 
steps to restore free elec-
tions, notes Bloomberg.

Another reason for 
the Venezuela swap ur-
gency is because the re-
cent international sanc-
tioning on Russia heavily 
influences global energy 
prices. Venezuela is one 
of  Russia’s most import-
ant allies in Latin Amer-
ica and this agreement 
may impact how that 
relationship unfolds. Re-
uters states that an in-
crease of  Venezuelan oil 
to the global market has 

the potential to aid in re-
placing previously Rus-
sian-dominated supplies.

Maduro, who was 
narrowly elected in 2013 
after the death of  Pres-
ident Hugo Chávez and 
the United Socialist Par-
ty of  Venezuela (PSUV), 
took control of  Venezu-
ela fully in January 2021 
amid alarming economic 
and humanitarian crises. 
Throughout the spread 
of  the coronavirus pan-
demic, Maduro has resist-
ed U.S. and international 
pressure to step down. 

Juan Guaidó was the Na-
tional Assembly presi-
dent elected in 2015 who 
has led the opposition to 
Maduro. Guaidó was once 
regarded as interim presi-
dent by almost 60 coun-
tries—including the U.S., 
which ceased recognition 
of  Maduro as Venezue-
la’s legitimate president in 
January 2019, under the 
Trump administration.  

Citgo, headquartered 
in Houston, is majori-
ty-owned by PDVSA, the 
Venezuelan state-owned 
petroleum company. 
Their employees, Tomeu 
Vadell, Jose Luis Zam-
brano, Alirio Zambrano, 
Jorge Toledo, and José 
Pereira, had been detained 
by Venezuela in 2017 and 
sentenced to prison rang-
ing from eight to 13 years 
in 2020. The executives 
and Citgo maintained 
their innocence against 
accusations including em-
bezzlement, money laun-
dering, and conspiracy.

Time says that at least 

US Swaps Two Venezuelan Convicts for 
Seven Americans

four other Americans are 
still detained in Venezu-
ela, including two men 
who—like Khan—were 
arrested for allegedly ille-
gally entering the coun-
try through Colombia. In 
his statement, President 
Biden encourages Amer-
icans to remain hopeful 
about those wrongfully 
detained abroad: “know 
that we remain dedicat-
ed to securing their re-
lease,” TIME reports. 
The administration also 
pointed to an executive 
order from the summer 
that sought to press new 
costs on nations that jail 
Americans without prop-
er cause. Additionally, 
the executive order notes 
a warning indicator that 
is designed to warn U.S. 
citizens about traveling 
to countries—like Ven-
ezuela—that have a pat-
tern of  unfair detentions, 
according to Politico.
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   The world’s eyes are on 
the war in Ukraine- es-
calatory threats by Rus-
sian leaders indicate that 
Moscow is open to us-
ing tactical weapons, in-
dicating the conflict has 
reached a tipping point. 
    Often ignored in this 
situation, however, is 
Ukraine’s closest neighbor: 
Moldova. Moldova, a coun-
try of  2.6 million, is just a 
border away from extreme 
violence and has taken in 
hundreds of  thousands 
of  Ukrainian refugees. 
  According to Reuters, 
global protests aimed at 
rising inflation and unaf-
fordable gas prices have 
reached Moldova. Euractiv 
reports that Russian gas 
companies have threat-
ened to stop gas supplies 
due to alleged Moldovan 
nonpayment, worsening 
the state of  the country’s 
struggling economy and 
angering political groups 
that criticize Moldova’s 
dependence on Russian 
energy. Protests have bro-
ken out across the country. 
In Chisinau, the capital, an 

illegal tent city grew large 
enough to block traffic. 
    President Maia Sandu 
called on parliament to 
grant security forces special 
powers to shut down the 
street protests that began 
September 19, Radio Free 
Europe reports. According 
to Radio Free Europe, San-
du directed her complaints 
at pro-Russian leaders, ac-
cusing local administrators 
of  “sabotaging the coun-
try’s stability,” and stat-
ing that “betrayal of  the 
motherland will be severely 
punished.” The tent pro-
test, which blocked traffic 
on Chisinau’s busiest road, 
was finally cleared by po-
lice, reports Balkan Insight. 
Daily protests outside of  
the presidency building and 
parliament have continued. 
  These protests differ 
from the others in Europe, 
as they are not largely pop-
ulist. Rather, they are the 
cunning political work of  
an exiled billionaire aligned 
with Russian interests, Ilan 
Shor. Balkan Insight states 
that Shor fled to Israel af-
ter a 2017 conviction for 
stealing more than a billion 
USD, roughly one-sixth 
of  Moldova’s yearly GDP, 

van nationalist identity. 
   Upon the collapse of  
the USSR, Moldova expe-
rienced strong pulls from 
both Romania and Rus-
sia, but particularly from 
Russia. The Carnegie En-
dowment for Internation-
al Peace continues that 
Russia has long expressed 
a desire to keep Moldova 
close. Attempts to control 
the country have included 
“periodic threats to use 
economic leverage,” moves 
to “bring Moldova into 
Moscow’s integrationist 
schemes,” and even “a re-
cent alleged assassination 
attempt” upon an oligarch.  
   After Moldova declared 
independence in 1991, 
there were calls by many 
ethnic Romanians to make 
Moldova into a Great-
er Romania. In response, 
Russian and Turk minori-
ties launched their own 
secessionist movements, 
creating the Transnistri-
an Republic and Gagauz-
ian autonomous region in 
1990. According to CNN, 
roughly a little under a 
fifth of  Moldova’s popu-
lation lives in Transnistria, 
and the region has its own 
military, Independence 

Day, Moldovan-Cyrillic 
language, and government. 
   According to the Carn-
egie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace, Transn-
istria’s existence has never 
been particularly troubling 
to ordinary Moldovans- 
until now. Transnistria is 
strategically important to 
Russia given its proxim-
ity to Western Ukraine, 
and it has roughly 1,500 
troops stationed there. 
   The troop presence in 
Transnistria has allegedly 
caused significant tension 
between the two countries. 
According to TRT World, 
Moscow accused Moldova 
of  messing with Russian 
troop rotations and sup-
plies in July, warning the 
country that further provo-
cation would result in con-
flict. On a grander scale, 
Russian troop presence in 
such proximity to West-
ern Ukraine raises logical 
concerns that a third of-
fensive could be launched 
from Transnistria.
   Domestically, tensions 
are rising in Moldova, and 
it seems recent protests 
are merely a symptom of  
the challenges the small 
country will soon face. The 

Times of  Israel reported 
that Sandu, who is pro-West, 
has not shied from criticiz-
ing Russia and Putin’s war 
on Ukraine. Sandu’s govern-
ment, along with Ukraine, 
officially applied for Euro-
pean Union membership 
this summer, a move that 
allegedly angered Russia. 
    These protests and esca-
lating tensions have set the 
stage for a serious domestic 
conflict in Moldova. With-
out the greater economic 
and political support of  the 
European Union, it will be 
difficult for Sandu to jus-
tify isolation from Russia, 
especially with winter com-
ing. Expedited admission 
into the EU and access to 
member state’s energy re-
serves are crucial to en-
suring Moldova no longer 
needs to turn to Russia. 
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The death of  Mah-
sa Amini, a 22-year-
old woman in Iran, has 
sparked massive, ongoing 
protests in Iran. Mahsa 
was killed in Iranian cus-
tody on September 16 af-
ter being detained by the 
Iranian morality police 
for “inappropriate attire,” 
according to Reuters. 

The protests, now in 
their fifth week, have 
been blamed on a myr-
iad of  failures by the 
Iranian government. Ac-
cording to Reuters, the 
government blames Ira-
nian Kurdish dissidents 
for the protests, as well 
as the ensuing deaths. 
Tensions between the 
two groups have been 
especially heightened in 
Kurdish-majority regions, 
given Amini’s background 
and the claims made by 
the Iranian government.

These claims have 
been undermined by the 
unity of  Iran’s ethnic mi-

norities. Reuters reports 
that protestors have been 
chanting “Turks, Kurds, 
Arabs, Lors, are together” 
in an act of  solidarity. Iran 
has seven ethnic minori-
ty groups, in addition to 
Persians who make up the 
majority of  Iranians. Hu-
man rights watch groups 
have often reported that 
all Iranian minority groups 
suffer from oppression, 
but the Iranian govern-
ment denies these claims.

The protests have 
evolved from calls to get 
rid of  mandatory veiling 
to the end of  Islamic Re-
public leadership, accord-
ing to the Wall Street Jour-
nal. There has also been a 
recent shift in the parties 
that are protesting. Early 
on, it was primarily small 
businesses and retail shops 
that closed and joined the 
protests, but members 
of  Iran’s oil industry are 
joining the protests and 
striking in southern Iran.

More subtle forms of  
protest have arisen in hos-
pitals, reports CNN. As 
Iran has cracked down 
on the protestors, the use 
of  force has skyrocketed 

and led to increased in-
jury among protestors. 
In hospitals, doctors 
are risking their lives 
to treat these patients. 
Undercover police have 
been visiting emergency 
rooms looking for pro-
test victims and doctors 
who are helping them, 
CNN continues. Many 
doctors have come for-
ward condemning this 
practice, calling for med-
ical treatment to be pro-
tected as a human right 
in Iran. Facing danger 
at hospitals, some pro-
testors have reached 
out to doctors online 
and over social media.

Despite the scale of  
the protests, Iranians 
question whether they 
will change anything. 
Time reports that the 
protests, though not the 
largest the nation has 
ever seen, are occurring 
in areas that have previ-
ously been government 
strongholds. Regions like 
Naziabad, Fallah, and 
Valiasar are known with-
in Iran for producing 
Basiji, state-sponsored 
paramilitary groups who 

are called in to break pro-
tests up, yet these are loca-
tions of  some of  the most 
active protest grounds.

The protests have in-
dicated a lack of  morale 
in both Iran’s military 
and broadcasting sec-
tors. One video that has 
arisen from the protests 
shows police walking be-
sides protestors, rather 
than confronting them. 
Time reports that many 
military members are 
asking themselves what 
their work is for when the 
government is experienc-
ing persistent corruption.

On October 8, the 
state-owned television 
network was comman-

deered by protestors. 
The press reported 
this as a hack, though 
a spokesperson for the 
news station pointed 
out that this was not 
possible, Time contin-
ues. According to the 
spokesperson, since the 
broadcast is not online, 
the coverage had to have 
been the result of  inter-
nal penetration. The Is-
lamic Republic of  Iran 
Broadcasting (IRIB) is 
the government’s main 
propaganda arm, and 
this slip of  control un-
derscores the Iranian 
government’s slipping 
control over its citizens.

Another issue Iran 

faces in the growing pro-
tests is the involvement 
of  children. According 
to CNN, the average age 
of  those arrested in the 
protests has shifted to 
15-years-old. Iran’s Edu-
cation Minister, Yousef  
Nouri, acknowledged this, 
stating that the Iranian 
government has been de-
taining minors and send-
ing them to mental health 
facilities. Human rights 
workers have said that 
these facilities are meant 
to indoctrinate the minors 
rather than help them. 
Amnesty International 
has documented the death 
of  at least 23 children, re-
porting that 16 percent of  
the protest deaths have 
been children. Human 
rights groups have indi-
cated that children are 
being targeted for attack.
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On October 11, a 
school van driver was 
killed, and a student 
was injured in a shoot-
ing by an unidentified 
assailant in Mingora, a 
town in Pakistan’s Swat 
district. This act of  vi-
olence sparked massive 
outrage and the largest 
protests in the district’s 
history, with more than 
15,000 people attending, 
according to Al Jazeera, 
marking the sixth pro-
test in almost 2 months. 

VOA reports that pro-
testors agreed to disperse 
after 40 hours of  nego-
tiations with local gov-
ernment officials. These 
negotiations produced 
assurances that the vic-
tims’ families would 
receive financial com-
pensation, and that all 
possible steps will be tak-
en to arrest the shooter. 

This massive uproar is 
aimed at the government, 
with protestors calling for 
officials to take greater 
measures against the re-
gion’s uptick in violence. 

Many locals accuse the 
Tehrik-i-Taliban (TTP) 
of  being responsible for 
this increase in violence, 
as the Swat district was 
once a stronghold of  the 
TTP. Highly religious res-
idents previously ardently 
supported the organiza-
tion, and citizens worry 
the group is still influen-
tial even though its grip 
on power has eased, ac-
cording to Foreign Policy.

In the past 15 years, 
the Swat district has seen 
greater development, 
more local tourism, and 
the establishment of  var-
ious educational institu-
tions and sports pitches, 
leading to a sharp decline 
in support for the TTP. 
While police have ruled 
out terrorism as a motive 
in the school van shoot-
ing, as they believe it was a 
targeted attack, no person 
or group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the crime.  

The protests in the 
Swat district come 10 years 
after Malala Yousefzai 
was shot in Mingora by 
a TTP member. The at-
tack was an assassination 
attempt motivated by 

her activism. Yousefzai, 
who is an advocate for 
the education of  women 
and girls, went on to win 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2014 and found the Mala-
la Fund, an organization 
that invests in various 
activists who champion 
girls’ education. Yousefzai 
recently returned to Paki-
stan for the second time 
since the attempt on her 
life to visit a region that 
suffered from extreme 
flooding that has caused 
over $30 billion in dam-
ages. In Sindh province, 
she has spoken with girls 
who were forced out of  
schools due to the flood-

ing, urging them to re-
turn to school as soon 
as they are able and call-
ing on officials to miti-
gate education loss and 
reinstating schools as 
learning centers, accord-
ing to the Malala Fund.  

Elsewhere in Pakistan, 
in the capital of  Islam-
abad, city officials are 
preparing for other pro-
tests. Former Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan was set 
to face trial on charges of  
contempt on September 
22, reports Bloomberg. 
Khan is facing charges for 
comments made against a 
female judge and police 
officer in August. If  Khan 

is convicted of  contempt, 
he would be ineligible 
for political office for 5 
years, eliminating him 
from the political sphere. 

According to Reu-
ters, the charges against 
Khan will most likely be 
dropped. Despite Khan’s 
legal troubles, he has 
continued to hold rallies, 
urging his supporters to 
hold massive protests in 
the capital. Khan pushed 
for snap elections, which 
would cause the national 
elections scheduled for 
2023 to be held a year ear-
ly. This would allow Khan 
to regain a seat in a po-
litical office after he was 
removed from the role 
of  Prime Minister after 
a no-confidence vote in 
April. In by-elections held 
on Oct. 16, Khan’s party, 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  
(PTI) won six of  eight 
available National As-
sembly seats available, 
reports Al Jazeera. Imran 
Khan claims that this is 
a show of  the nation’s 
support for him and is 
planning to intensify de-
mands for early polls.  

This political turmoil 

comes at a time when 
the nation is facing disas-
ter on many fronts. The 
south of  the country is 
still recovering from the 
flooding, leaving many 
displaced and in need of  
humanitarian assistance. 
The Swat district in the 
north is facing public 
outrage at a rise in vio-
lence. Additionally, the 
value of  the rupee has 
plummeted, and inflation 
is on the rise, despite Pa-
kistan recently securing 
a loan from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF). These factors lay 
the groundwork for great 
unrest in Pakistan, mak-
ing the next few months 
crucial for the peace-
ful future of  the nation. 
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widespread food insecu-
rity, worsening violence, 
debilitating inflation, and 
a lack of  basic services.

Gasoline shortages 
have worsened since one 
of  the country’s most 
powerful gangs seized an 
important fuel terminal 
in protest of  Henry’s pol-
icies. Their actions pre-
vented the distribution of  
almost 11 million gallons 
of  natural gas, according 
to Al Jazeera. The Asso-
ciated Press reports that 
the terminal has been 
repeatedly broken into 
by armed men since the 
incident. Rising prices 
and low fuel supply have 
led to the closure of  gas 
stations, hospitals, gro-
cery stores, and schools.

BBC News adds that 
Haiti’s protests have 
turned deadly, with at 
least one person dead 
and several others shot 
because of  the chaos. 
Protestors maintain that 
the victim was killed by 
police. Gang-controlled 
highways, protestors 
blocking streets, and peo-

ple looting warehouses 
have made the transpor-
tation of  food and other 
resources difficult, leav-
ing food and other re-
sources in scarce supply. 

The protests have been 
marked by Haitian de-
mands for Henry’s resig-
nation, with protestors 
decrying his call for in-
ternational assistance as 
unnecessary foreign inter-
vention and accusing him 
of  not caring about the 
Haitian people. According 
to Foreign Policy, Henry 
has been considered an il-
legitimate leader by many 
Haitians since his ap-
pointment following the 
assassination of  former 
President Jovenel Moïse. 
Moïse had selected Hen-
ry to be prime minister 
shortly before his death, 
but Henry had not been 
sworn in prior to the as-
sassination. The country 
has not elected a replace-
ment for Moïse, as a No-
vember 2021 election was 
delayed indefinitely due to 
rising political instability 
throughout the country.

The government’s call 
for foreign intervention 
has been met by interna-
tional support, Al Jazeera 
adds, with UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio 
Guterres calling for the 
deployment of  a special 
international force. The 
Associated Press reports 
that the U.S. and Canada 
jointly sent supplies to 
help bolster the Haitian 
police’s fight against gang 
violence, amid review 
of  the Haitian request 
to send foreign troops.

To many Haitians, 
however, the introduction 
of  international forces 
brings back memories of  
a dark history with the 
UN. This is especially 
relevant as Haitians face 
a new cholera outbreak, 
caused largely by a short-
age of  clean water. Ac-
cording to PBS, the last 
UN peacekeeping mis-
sion to Haiti was marred 
by allegations of  sexual 
assault by peacekeepers, 
as well as the introduc-
tion of  cholera into Hai-
ti’s largest river from a 

UN base’s sewage runoff. 
The subsequent outbreak 
killed 10,000 people. The 
Associated Press says 
that the Pan American 
Health Organization sus-
pects there are more than 
560 new cases of  cholera 
in Haiti, already record-
ing at least 35 deaths.

The New York Times 
reports that Haiti’s de-
scent into chaos has led to 
increased calls for inter-
national assistance from 
other Caribbean coun-
tries, many of  whom face 
migrant crises of  Haitians 
fleeing to their borders. 
Bahamian Prime Minister 
Philip Davis told local me-
dia in July that Caribbean 
leaders were considering 
talking directly with gang 
leaders to find a solution 
to Haiti’s political cri-
sis, calling the country a 
“failed state.” Dominican 
President Luis Abinader 
has advocated to build 
a wall between the two 
countries, which share the 
island of  Hispaniola, call-
ing the chaos in Haiti a 
“national security threat.”

A month into protests, 
Port-au-Prince resembles 
a war zone, as gangs, po-
lice, and protestors clash 
in the streets. As the 
country continues to col-
lapse into political insta-
bility, made worse under 
the leadership of  Hen-
ry, a humanitarian crisis 
only continues to worsen.
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from private banks. Despite 
his exile, Shor is intimate-
ly involved in Moldovan 
politics. Various domestic 
news outlets have alleged 
that Shor and his party, the 
Ilan Shor Party, orchestrat-
ed the protests by busing 
in dozens of  people from 
outside cities and paying 
for their participation with 
money, food, and drinks. 
  Shor’s manipulation un-
derscores the complex po-
litical dynamics within Mol-
dova, a country whose brief  
history has been marred by 
corruption scandals and 
ineffective governance. 
  These ongoing issues 
have stemmed from Mol-
dova’s deep ties to both 
Russia and Western-fac-
ing Romania, according to 
the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. 
While much of  Moldova 
is ethnically Romanian, the 
country was declared the 
Moldavian Soviet Socialist 
Republic after World War 
II by the Soviet Union. 
During this period, thou-
sands of  ethnic Moldovans 
and Romanians were ex-
iled and had their culture 
suppressed, inhibiting the 
formation of  a Moldo-
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Political instability, ris-
ing gang violence, and 
a cholera outbreak have 
reached a breaking point 
in Haiti, resulting in weeks 
of  anti-government pro-
tests. BBC News reports 
that protests throughout 
the country have turned 
into looting, with po-
lice firing tear gas into 
crowds. The crisis has led 
the Haitian government, 
headed by Prime Minister 
Ariel Henry, to request 
foreign assistance to quell 
the increased violence. 

Protests have been 
ramping up since 
mid-September, when 
Henry announced a plan 
to suspend natural gas 
subsidies, which will 
cause fuel prices to near-
ly double, says The New 
York Times. However, 
the movement quickly 
broadened into a greater 
rejection of  Haiti’s dire 
economic situation. The 
ongoing crisis has left 
citizens suffering from 

Protest sparked in solidarty with Mahsa Amini.
Courtesy of  PersianDutchNetwork (Wikimedia Commons)

Daral River in the Swat Valley in Pakistan.
Courtesy of  Jawadqada (Wikimedia Commons)
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The death of  Mah-
sa Amini, a 22-year-old 
Kurdish-Iranian wom-
an, while in the custody 
of  the Iranian morality 
police has sparked na-
tionwide protests and 
outcries of  support from 
all across the globe. The 
protests have a remark-
ably different feel to 
them, evidenced in part 
by the endurance of  the 
demonstrations through-
out the past month. Re-
uters states that these 
protests represent the 
first major challenge to 
Iranian leaders in years. 
In fact, furious protestors 
are calling for the death 
of  Iran’s leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, chanting 
“death to the dictator.” 
According to the Wall 
Street Journal, students 
have continued to ral-
ly outside universities 

across Iran, with female 
students waving their 
veils as a sign of  protest.

These protests are dif-
ferent from previous ones 
in the past decade which 
were focused on eco-
nomic concerns and price 
hikes. The focus of  these 
protests is oriented more 
toward a revolutionary 
stance focusing on hu-
man dignity and over-
whelming discontent with 
the regime and desire to 
see them out of  power. 
The visceral nature of  the 
chants and the public sup-
port lend credence to the 
notion that these protests 
are remarkably different 
than previous protests 
against the regime. When 
protests erupted in 2019, 
the government respond-
ed brutally, arresting 
thousands and killing at 
least 321, although some 
estimate the death toll to 
be even higher, according 
to Amnesty International.

The Iranian regime, in 
the face of  enduring and 
widespread resistance, 
has deployed familiar 
tactics used consistent-
ly since 1979. Security 
forces have been record-
ed using tear gas and live 
ammunition in several 
different regions across 
the country, especially in 
the Kurdish-dominated 
areas where protests have 
been particularly consis-
tent. At least 100 people 
have been reported dead 
as a result of  the protests, 
according to France24. 
Al Jazeera also reports 
that the government has 
instituted restrictions on 
internet usage meant to 
dissuade public gather-
ings and prevent imag-
es and videos depicting 
violent repression from 
being publicized. Protes-
tors, however, have found 
ways around these tactics, 
including interrupting 
state broadcast media. 

According to Politico, 
in order to elude crack-
downs, the movement 
has been forced to evolve 
from “spontaneous 
mass gatherings” to 
more dispersed protests.

Also exceptional about 
these protests is the in-
volvement of  bazaar trad-
ers in Tehran. The Grand 
Bazar in Tehran, the capi-
tal city of  Iran, remains a 
major economic center in 
Iran where the merchants 
apply their trade. The re-
gime has counted on the 
bazaar merchants for their 
backing and influence 
within the nation’s econo-
my to shore up their sup-
port. However, Reuters 
notes, many bazaar trad-
ers have shuttered their 
shops in recent weeks as 
a sign of  support for Ira-
nian women, though state 
media claims the closings 
are due to fear of  damage 
and looting. According 
to BBC News, traders 

have also set fire to a po-
lice kiosk and challenged 
government security forc-
es. The support of  the 
bazaar merchants along 
with the enduring nature 
of  the protests from the 
youth and female pop-
ulation of  Iran clearly 
signifies the exceptional 
nature of  these protests. 

The Associated Press 
spoke to six different 
female activists in the 
Kurdish-Iranian city of  
Sanandaj about the re-
pressive tactics that the 
regime has used. They 
claim the government 
has used live ammunition, 
beatings, arrests, and in-
ternet disruptions to pre-
vent the coordination of  
protestors. However, the 
activists note that protests 
continued in spite of  the 
Iranian regime’s attempt 
to suppress them and des-
ignate the demonstrations 
as the actions of  foreign 
adversaries such as the 

United States. Remark-
ably, despite all the efforts 
of  the ruling government 
of  Iran and Supreme 
Leader Ali Khamenei, 
the protests have per-
sisted for a month and a 
half  across the nation in 
the greatest challenge to 
Iranian central authority 
since the overthrow of  
the Shah during the Is-
lamic Revolution of  1979.
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  In the midst of  the on-
going war in Ukraine, 
Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has formally requested 
to have his country’s ap-
plication for North At-
lantic Treaty Organizatio 
(NATO) membership 
fast-tracked, reports Po-
litico. After months of  
consideration by Ukraine 
and its western allies, it 
seems that the war-torn 
country has finally decid-
ed where it wants to be in 
the future. Western allies 
have already been provid-
ing Ukraine with aid, both 
military and humanitari-
an, making the decision to 
join NATO a no-brainer. 
Whether or not the oth-
er NATO countries will 
accept Ukraine is an-
other matter altogether. 
   Should Ukraine con-
tinue with its wish to join 
the NATO bloc, it will 
need to gain the legisla-

tive approval of  all thirty 
members—thirty-two if  
Finland and Sweden clear 
the final roadblocks of  
Hungary and Turkey and 
join NATO. Russia, natu-
rally, is furious. According 
to European Pravda via 
the Russian news agency 
RBC Daily, Deputy Sec-
retary of  the Russian Se-
curity Council Aleksandr 
Venediktov stated, “Kyiv 
perfectly understands 
that such a step will mean 
a guaranteed escalation 
to the Third World War. 

The NATOs themselves 
understand the suicid-
al nature of  this step.” 
  The quick pace of  
Ukraine’s application 
process to NATO raises 
a great deal of  questions 
for the future of  East-
ern Europe, how it might 
destabilize Russia, and 
whether Article 5 of  the 
NATO Charter would 
be invoked once Ukraine 
joins NATO. Article 5 has 
loomed in the background 
of  European politics ever 
since Russia invaded 

Ukraine in 2014. Essen-
tially, the Article provides 
for collective protection: 
if  one member nation is 
attacked, the rest will pro-
vide defense and return 
the world order to peace. 
Article 5 being invoked 
could lead to war in Eu-
rope on the scale of  the 
World Wars, which hasn’t 
been seen for three-quar-
ters of  a century.
   However, there is cur-
rently no language allow-
ing Article 5 to be invoked 
in support of  a non-mem-
ber country, and Ukraine’s 
admission to NATO will 
take several years, as they 
must obtain approval 
from multiple member 
countries, each with their 
own agendas. The likeli-
hood, therefore, of  Arti-
cle 5 being invoked is low.
   Regardless, in the event 
that Ukraine is admitted 
to NATO, both the Unit-
ed States and the region 
of  Eastern Europe will 
benefit. Ukraine joining 
NATO will fundamen-

tally change the balance 
of  power in Eastern Eu-
rope for the better. The 
nation will represent an-
other bulwark of  democ-
racy that, with additional 
monetary and military aid 
packages, can be brought 
into the modern age. 
The latest aid package 
consisted of  500 million 
Euros of  support from 
the European Union, re-
ports Ukrinform. The 
EU also has plans to 
train an additional 15,000 
Ukrainian soldiers, Euro 
News adds. These efforts, 
along with the equipment 
donated over the past 
eight months, have made 
Ukraine’s military more 
advanced and a more 
powerful fighting force. 
The goal is for Ukraine to 
use these tools, along with 
other technological and 
infrastructure advances, 
and emerge from this con-
flict as an intact, sovereign 
nation, ready to bring new 
ideas and technology to 
the world stage. A power-

ful Ukraine means a more 
democratic Ukraine, one 
that can advance reforms 
and serve as a model of  
democracy for Eastern 
Europe. If  Ukraine is 
able to succeed, it could 
become Russia’s greatest 
fear: a strong, democratic 
country on its doorstep.
   Still, it will likely take 
years for the NATO pro-
cess to go through with 
Ukraine as countries try 
to navigate the politics 
of  welcoming a nation at 
war into the military alli-
ance. But it is important 
to remember that for a 
truly democratic Eastern 
Europe, and for the hope 
of  a democratic Russia in 
our lifetime, the accession 
of  Ukraine to NATO will 
provide a powerful step-
ping stone for that goal.
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On October 9, First 
Minister of  Scotland 
Nicola Sturgeon said she 
wants to hold a referen-
dum in October of  next 
year for Scottish Inde-
pendence. The United 
Kingdom government 
has not agreed, but the 
UK’s Supreme Court will 
hear arguments on Tues-
day on the legality of  
Scotland’s administration 
voting for independence 
without the government’s 
consent. Sturgeon states 
that if  she loses the case, 
she will make a de facto 
plebiscite on Scotland 
gaining independence, 
according to Associated 
Press. Scotland, England, 
and the majority-English 
UK government have a 
long history of  rejecting 
Scottish independence 
and repressing Scots in 
the country, but it seems 
with recent events such 
as Brexit, a free Scotland 
may be more favorable 
to those who live there. 

Scotland has been a 
part of  the United King-

dom for three centu-
ries, though those three 
centuries were far from 
peaceful, rather mired 
in oppression, invasion, 
violence, and an An-
glo-centric rule. In fact, 
there’s even reason to 
suspect that Scotland’s 
“Union” with the United 
Kingdom was less au-
tonomous than believed 
today. Scotland united 
with England in 1707 as 
the Kingdom dealt with 
severe financial strug-
gles and a dislike for 
the way the Union of  
Crowns governed Scots. 
Experts also say that 
the formation of  Great 
Britain came from short-
term pressures instead 

of  a want for a lasting 
Union, The Smithso-
nian Magazine explains. 

Prior to its union, Scot-
land had its own very clear 
sense of  national identity 
and culture that were very 
different from England’s. 
To this day, Scots often 
speak Scottish-Gaelic and 
have their own dialects 
of  English. Scotland also 
fought against England 
multiple times as England 
began to treat Scotland 
like a feudal territory and 
massacred those fighting 
for independence against 
the invaders, continues 
the Smithsonian Maga-
zine. Scotland also had 
very few representatives 
in the newly formed Great 

Britain and most Scots 
believed their represen-
tatives were sold out by 
the English the Smithso-
nian Magazine continues. 

While Scots were giv-
en more of  a voice in the 
British Government, the 
government in London 
does not have the interest 
of  Scots at heart. Most 
notable is the UK vote 
in favor of  Brexit. Most 
Scots voted against leav-
ing the European Union, 
according to BBC News. 
Scotland also benefit-
ted from trade with the 
EU and the updated in-
frastructure it brought, 
reports The Guardian. 
To many, this confirms 
that the UK government 
does not have Scotland’s 
interests at heart, and 
thus, remaining within 
the UK for economic 
reasons would be coun-
terintuitive, according 
to a publication by the 
Scottish Government. 

Scotland had also been 
dissuaded from leaving 
the UK because they be-
lieved the UK would stay 
in the EU, the Guardian 
continues. Despite some 

economic challenges 
Scotland would endure if  
they were to leave, such 
as theorized devaluation 
and high interest rates, 
The Guardian explains, 
Scots’ dissatisfaction with 
the UK and their lack 
of  representation in the 
government seems more 
pressing. The Scottish 
Government also ex-
plains through its report 
that many similarly sized 
countries to Scotland of-
ten outperform the UK in 
its current state. The ques-
tion then becomes wheth-
er the UK’s economic 
systems and systems of  
government are hinder-
ing Scotland and limiting 
its autonomy, or aiding it. 

Scotland’s Indepen-
dence is a much-debated 
topic in Scotland, the UK, 
and abroad. No matter 
the situation, however, 
Scots deserve full say over 
their independence and 
how they want to be gov-
erned. The Anglo-centric 
government of  the UK 
does not benefit Scotland 
and the other territories 
within the UK, and ei-
ther it should be restruc-

tured or Scotland should 
be free to vote and leave 
the UK. Given the UK’s 
past and continued treat-
ment of  those in terri-
tories that may want to 
leave the UK, however, 
the international commu-
nity should aid Scotland 
in its quest for self-deter-
mination. Countries such 
as the Republic of  Ireland 
have also left the UK and 
have succeeded well as an 
independent state. Thus, 
Scotland may be able to 
succeed as an indepen-
dent state, but only if  giv-
en the autonomy to do so. 
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   Gun control in the 
U.S. has long been a 
heated political issue 
at the center of  mul-
tiple controversies in 
the country. Guns have 
taken the lives of  mul-
tiple innocent students 
in schools, and now 
the effects are reach-
ing beyond Americans. 
In the United States, 
controversial gun poli-
cies led to the death of  
a 17-year-old Pakistani 
youth ambassador, who 
came to the U.S. hop-
ing to change American 
views on Islam and her. 
   Sabika Aziz came to 
Texas through the State 
Department’s Kenne-
dy-Lugar Youth Ex-
change and Study Pro-
gram, known as YES. 
According to The New 
York Times, the YES 
program brought about 
900 students from differ-
ent countries worldwide 
to attend high schools 
across the American 

states. The purpose of  
the program was to 
share the positive side of  
the U.S., including the di-
versity and security that 
attracted Sabika. Impor-
tantly, school shootings 
were not what these stu-
dents or their families 
were expecting. Accord-
ing to the Washington 
Post, Shaheera Jalil Alb-
asit, Sabika Aziz’s cousin 
who encouraged her to 
apply to the program, 
was unaware of  the risk, 
saying, “I did not know 
what I would be sending 
her off  to. Nor did Sabi-
ka’s parents when they 
made the taxing decision 

to send her off  on a jour-
ney as Pakistan’s student 
cultural ambassador.” 
     Immigrants like Sa-
bika Aziz and their fam-
ilies possess an idealistic 
view of  the U.S. as do 
many people around 
the world. Just months 
after Aziz’s departure 
to the U.S., her fami-
ly learned the hard way 
that their daughter had 
died, and that America 
is not the ideal country 
they imagined. Instead, 
it failed to protect their 
child. More appalling 
are the occurrences of  
school shootings com-
mitted by students that 

are more common in 
the U.S., a relatively de-
veloped country, than 
in Pakistan. According 
to the New York Times, 
Sabika’s friend echoed 
this sentiment, asking, 
“How a young student 
could both acquire such 
guns and smuggle them 
so easily into school, 
even in Pakistan, where 
gun laws are lax? Even 
if  someone attacks 
a school, it’s some-
one from the outside.”
     Somehow, an under-
developed country like 
Pakistan has better gun 
regulations than an in-
fluential world power. 
Parents from countries 
like Pakistan send their 
children to the U.S. to 
achieve the American 
dream of  better educa-
tion and economic op-
portunity, and yet parents 
in the U.S. fear sending 
their own kids to school 
because of  gun violence. 
      America’s refusal to 
implement gun control 
took away the life of  this 
international student in 

2018. Four years have 
passed since Sabika’s 
parents lost their child, 
a country lost its citi-
zen, and a dream lost 
its dreamer. Even after 
these four years, the inci-
dence of  mass shootings 
has not decreased. The 
Ground Report indicates 
that there were 693 mass 
shootings in 2021 and 
140 in 2022. America’s 
gun death rate is twen-
ty-six times that of  other 
high-income countries, 
according to Every-
town Research & Policy. 
    It has taken decades 
and thousands of  vic-
tims for the U.S. to im-
plement any serious 
progressive measures 
toward gun control. 
On June 23, 2022, the 
Bipartisan Safer Com-
munities Act, which re-
quires gun sellers to run 
background checks, was 
passed in the U.S. Senate 
by a vote of  65 to 33 and 
signed into law by Pres-
ident Biden on June 25. 
    Regardless of  this 
progress, Sabika’s sto-

ry is not the only ex-
ample of  international 
students becoming vic-
tims of  American gun 
culture. Two educators 
share their concern 
for their international 
students in University 
World News, explain-
ing that “many parents 
and, increasingly, stu-
dents, are asking them-
selves, in some countries 
more than others. What 
kind of  society and sit-
uation are we sending 
students to? What if, 
God forbid, they were 
to become victims of  
the U.S.’s never-ending 
orgy of  gun violence?”

Contact Eman at 
eman.fatima@student.

shu.edu

Group of  YES students before going to the United States.
Courtesy of  US Embassy, Jakarta (Flickr)

Scottish Parliament building, located at the foot of  Calton Hill.
Courtesy of  G Laird (Wikimedia Commons)

Volodymyr Zelenskyy visiting NATO in December of  2021.
Courtesy of  NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization (Flickr)



International news
Lebanon and Israel Negotiate US-Brokered 

Maritime Deal
James Murray

Staff Writer

Both Lebanon and Isra-
el were on track to accept 
the terms of  a U.S.-bro-
kered maritime deal, un-
til a new development 
on Thursday, October 6 
when Israel rejected some 
amendments proposed by 
Lebanon. Al Jazeera re-
ports that Lebanon made 
specific amendments to 
the terms of  the deal to 
avoid any “misunderstand-
ings.” After evaluating the 
amendments’ potential ef-
fects, Israel rejected these 
changes, leaving the ne-
gotiations at another im-
passe. With Israel’s promise 
to extract gas despite the 
agreement being unofficial, 
the Mediterranean may po-
tentially be seeing anoth-
er conflict between Hez-
bollah and Israel if  talks 
completely fall through.

Beirut and Tel Aviv were 
closing in on a maritime 
border deal pitched by the 
United States that could 
help increase economic 

prosperity and strengthen 
security for both nations. 
The deal was presented 
to both Prime Minister 
Yair Lapid of  Israel and 
President Michel Aoun 
of  Lebanon, by Amos 
Hochstein, a U.S. State 
Department envoy and 
senior advisor for energy 
security on Sunday, Oc-
tober 2, reports Reuters. 
The agreement would 
create new borderlines 
and change ownership of  
gas fields in the Mediter-
ranean Sea, including the 
Qana and Karish Fields. 

The deal has prom-
ising economic implica-
tions, including the abil-
ity for Israel to export 
energy to other countries 
through expanded ex-
ploration in the Karish 
fields. The Israelis will be 
able to sell gas to the Eu-
ropean Union,  to which 
they have aspired for a 
decade. The deal also 
gives Lebanon access to 
potential gas exporta-
tion through the Qana 
field, previously held by 

Israel, and the chance to 
pull their economy from 
the depths of  recession. 
According to The New 
York Times, Chevron, 
the second-largest U.S. 
oil and gas company, and 
several smaller business-
es are already produc-
ing gas from two larger 
fields off  of  Israel’s coast. 

The deal itself  is crit-
ical to de-escalating 
hostility between both 
Lebanon and Israel who 
have been at war multi-
ple times and lack offi-
cial diplomatic relations. 
Not only is the historic 
deal critical for unlocking 
Israel’s economic poten-
tial, but it also enhances 
its security. According to 
The Wall Street Journal, 
the deal would secure in-
ternational recognition 
over the disputed bor-
ders and could poten-
tially deter another war. 

Both parties initially 
showed positive reac-
tions to the U.S.-brokered 
plan. According to The 
Wall Street Journal, the 

prime minister of  Israel 
proclaimed, “This deal 
strengthens Israel’s se-
curity and Israel’s econ-
omy.” It has even gained 
the support of  the Irani-
an-backed, Lebanese mil-
itant group, Hezbollah. 
When talking to the As-
sociated Press, Hezbollah 
leader Hassan Nasrallah  
commented on the border 
agreement saying “God 
willing, if  it reaches the 
desired and best result, it 
would be the result of  na-
tional unity, cooperation, 
and solidarity.” The sur-
prising positive reactions 
from both sides including 
positive statements from 
both Lapid and Nasrallah 
present hope for better 
future relations between 
the countries, and at the 
very least, the avoid-
ance of  direct conflict. 

While promising, the 
maritime border deal 
comes with security and 
economic complications. 
For Israel, this comes in 
the form of  threats from 
Hezbollah. Hezbollah, 

a group that has fought 
several wars with Israel, is 
said to have tens of  thou-
sands of  rockets currently 
aimed at Israel and threat-
ened the state several 
times as the deal was be-
ing finalized. According 
to ABC News, Israel set 
up a gas rig at its designat-
ed location at the Karish 
field. Israel says the field 
is part of  its U.N.-recog-
nized exclusive economic 
zone, while Lebanon in-
sists Karish is in a disput-
ed area. Additional minor 
conflicts between Israel 
and Hezbollah include a 
recent disarmament of  
Hezbollah drones that 
flew over Israeli territory.

Threats to the offi-
cial finalization of  the 
deal come not only from 
militant groups, but also 
from the domestic parties 
within Israel. The mari-
time deal comes at a time 
when Israel is proceeding 
with another election this 
November, their fifth in 
the last four years. Op-
position leader and ex-

prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu isn’t obligated 
to honor the new deal 
if  his coalition wins this 
fall. Netanyahu believes 
that the American-me-
diated deal puts Israel at 
a disadvantage because 
it gives away the land 
rights of  the Qana region 
in the Mediterranean to 
Lebanon. In a statement, 
Netanyahu voices both 
his confidence in his co-
alition to win the election 
and his disapproval of  
the deal. The ex-prime 
minister retorted “We 
will win the elections 
and cancel this shame-
ful agreement,” reports 
the Wall Street Journal.

Contact James at 
james.murray@student.shu.
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On-Campus Group Successfully Screens SHU 
Professor’s Film

Christopher Benítez 
Cuartas

Associate Editor

 The documentary film 
“Mayor Mohamed” was 
screened on October 22 in 
Schwartz Hall, viewed by a 
full house. The screening 
was organized by Schol-
ars 4 Syria, an on-cam-
pus advocacy group for 
the Syrian opposition. 

“Mayor Mohamed” 
premiered at the Brooklyn 
Film Festival in June 2021 
and was also screened at 
the Montclair Film Festi-
val. The 2021 film, which 
focuses on Mayor Mo-
hamed T. Khairullah of  
Prospect Park, is direct-
ed by professor Jeffrey 
Togman of  the political 
science department. At 
the end of  the screening, 
Khairullah made a sur-
prise appearance, entering 
the auditorium to rounds 
of  standing ovation.

A Syrian immigrant and 
a Democrat, Khairullah is 
mayor of  Prospect Park, 
a small North Jersey sub-
urb approximately half  

an hour from Seton Hall 
University’s campus. The 
film covers his 2017 re-
election campaign against 
a Republican opponent 
who aligns herself  with 
Trumpian populism and 
accuses Khairullah of  at-
tempting to impose “Sha-
ria law” on account of  his 
faith. At the same time, 
Khairullah organizes and 
gathers funds and need-
ed material to send to his 
native country, engulfed 
in a civil war, to aid citi-
zens whose hometowns 
were levelled by Russian 
air strikes. The film docu-
ments the mayor’s journey 
with his wife and young-
est daughter to reunite 
their family, which was 
impacted by the strikes.

In the documentary, 
Mayor Khairullah em-
phasizes pride for diver-
sity and the concept of  
America as a “nation of  
immigrants” in his inter-
views, campaigning, ses-
sions, and conversations 
with his constituents. 
The film also follows 
Intashan Chowdhury, a 

young aide who the may-
or describes as his “right-
hand man,” with Chow-
dhury calling Khairullah 
his “second father.” The 
film closes with Chow-
dhury being sworn in as 
borough administrator.

In a pre-screening in-
terview with the The 
Diplomatic Envoy, Tog-
man said the film was 
inspired by the unfold-
ing of  current events in 
Syria. He emphasized, “I 
don’t make films about 
people, I make films with 
people, and so [Mayor 
Khairullah] was inter-
ested in the project and 
that’s how it took off.”

Togman had a clear 
purpose in directing the 
film, explaining that the 
documentary could help 
Americans better under-
stand the situation in Syr-
ia. He described wanting 
“to find people who could 
act as a bridge… I was 
looking for Syrian Amer-
icans who were connect-
ed, part of  the American 
community, and knew 
how to communicate with 

Americans.” By involving 
people who were familiar 
with the situation in Syr-
ia, he hoped to accurately 
convey it to Americans.

To present a full pic-
ture of  the election for 
the documentary, Tog-
man worked with the 
Republican candidate 
who ran against Khair-
ullah. Togman said “We 
had a very good work-
ing relationship. She is 
not happy with the film, 
but I’m grateful for her 
participation and for her 
willingness to have her 
own voice included rather 
than just being an object 
of  the film. She is also a 
subject…without her par-
ticipation, we would have 
had a smaller picture.”

In the question and 
answer session after the 
film, the mayor and the 
director received praise 
from many. One view-
er, an alumna of  Passaic 
County Technical Insti-
tute—where Khairullah 
worked as a teacher before 
getting involved in poli-
tics—expressed her grati-

tude for the mayor’s work 
in his community and 
on behalf  of  the Islam-
ic-American community. 

When discussing his 
film’s impact on the 
community, Togman ex-
plained that after watch-
ing it “people will ap-
preciate the blessings we 
have when we complain 
about our coffee, our 
parking spots: simple 
things. There are people 
that have much, much 
dire needs who have to re-
ally struggle to get them.” 

The mayor and the 
professor were asked 
about the impact this film 
can have on future genera-
tions of  Americans when 
taught about the polar-
ization of  today. Togman 
insisted that it was up to 
today’s students to com-
bat it. He said, “This is 
like a drop in the bucket 
of  all the things you come 
across…The torch is be-
ing passed; It’s up to you.” 
The mayor commented 
similarly on the power of  
media, especially relating 
to his time spent in Tur-

key and Syria. Khairul-
lah described the times 
he had been stopped by 
Syrian government mind-
ers, commenting “Right 
there, you’re not dealing 
with law. You’re deal-
ing with factions, and 
your life could be worth 
only the bullet they put 
in your head…The fact 
that such film can con-
vey the truth—and some 
people don’t want that 
truth to come out—I 
think is important.”

Contact Christopher at 
christopher.bentezcuartas@

student.shu.edu

Reflections on SHU’s New Religious 
Diplomacy Course

Linda Adebola
Staff Writer

Just prior to the start of  
Russian war on Ukraine, 
Seton Hall University’s 
School of  Diplomacy 
and International Rela-
tions introduced a new 
course titled Religion, 
Race, and International 
Relations (DIPL 6350), 
bringing the questions 
of  the soon-to-develop 
conflict to the forefront.

The Russian invasion 
of  Ukraine has put re-
ligion at the forefront 
of  the war. This is espe-
cially true considering 
Ukraine’s split from the 
Russian orthodox church 
eight years ago, which 70 
percent of  the Ukrainian 
population belongs. 
Since the rule of  Prince 
Volodymyr I of  Kyiv in 
988, religion has played 
a significant role in the 
political history between 
Ukraine and Russia. This 
is evident in the current 
religious demographics 
of  Ukraine, which boast 
80 percent of  Ukrainians 
affiliated with an Ortho-

dox denomination, 10 
percent belonging to the 
Ukrainian Greek Catho-
lic Church, one percent 
Muslim, of  which a ma-
jority are of  Crimean Ta-
tar Heritage, and around 
20,000 protestant groups.

The religion’s role 
in the Russo-Ukrainian 
war is amplified by Pu-
tin’s claim that Ukraine 
is an inalienable part of  
Russian history, culture, 
and spiritual space. Most 
Ukrainians contend this 
claim ignores Ukraine’s 
long history of  indepen-
dence, which is a fun-
damental part of  their 
national identity. Most 
pertinent to the religious 
debate is the prohibition 
of  attacks on religious 
sites by international law, 
resulting in many civil-
ians taking up shelter in 
churches. At least 183 
spiritual sites have been 
severely damaged by 
Russian forces in at least 
six regions of  Ukraine: 
Chernihiv, Donetsk, 
Kharkiv, Kyiv, Luhansk, 
and Zhytomyr. The re-
sponse by Ukrainian 

theologians is an increas-
ing development of  a 
“theology of  war” and a 
“theology of  peace,” rath-
er than debating wheth-
er a given war is just.

Religion, Race, and 
International Relations, 
a graduate level course, 
tackles this running de-
bate alongside other 
prevalent issues involving 
the intersection of  these 
three titular topics. As 
part of  the course, taught 
in the Spring 2022 semes-
ter by Rev. Brian Muzas, 
students were privileged 
to experience a guest 
speaker series. The course 
was divided into two 
sections: The first part 
featured distinguished 
guests from the U.S.-Pa-
kistan Interreligious Coa-
lition (UPIC), Dr. Junaid 
Ahmad and Rev. Robert 
Chase, while the second 
part hosted Caritas Inter-
nationalis’ Joe Donnelly 
and Brianna Fitzpatrick.

Dr. Ahmad explained 
that UPIC, a religious 
and intercultural coalition 
that serves as part of  the 
School of  Diplomacy and 

International Relations, 
aims to shatter harm-
ful stereotypes with an 
agenda working towards 
transformational change 
in both societies. In his 
guest lecture he said, “It 
is an interfaith move-
ment striving for peace 
against war post 9/11 
backlash upon Muslims 
in the US, UPIC is essen-
tially a civil society orga-
nization and a grassroots 
movement that address-
es the religious divide.”

Rev. Chase explained 
the role that morals and 
ethics in faith play in pol-
itics. He imparted the les-
sons learned in religious 
diplomacy and advised 
students to “Listen in-
stead of  telling what to do, 
be genuine, create inter-
section, honor the other, 
think the best first about 
the other person, expect 
the unexpected, treat 
potentially violent situ-
ations with tenderness.”

As explained in the syl-

labus, this course offers the 
“students the opportunity 
to explore the causes of  the 
nature and consequences 
of  the key issues that hinge 
on the interplay between 
religion and race in his-
tory at both the practical 
and theoretical levels.” The 
course “deeply discusses 
the intersection of  religion, 
race, and international re-
lations throughout history 
by providing guiding ques-
tions that help students 
answer questions such as 
what is the best way to live? 
What is the relationship 
between religion and soci-
ety? Whether religion is a 
strictly private matter and 
how it affects the way we 
live together in society?”

This course promises 
its future students a deep 
dive into the scholastic in-
terplay between religion, 
race, and international re-
lations to prepare students 
to be policy game changers 
of  the future generation.

Contact Linda at 
linda.adebola@student.

shu.edu
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*All crossword asnwers found within this edition*
Created by Anna Thibodeau using https://www.crossworduniverse.com

Across

3. A Kurdish-Iranian city
5. Venezuelan city recovering from massive floods

9. This may affect Malaysian voter turnout
13. Minority group being targeted in retaliation to 

Iranian protests
14. Country bordering Ukraine

15. Location of  U.S.-Venezuelan prisoner swap
16. Belarussian Defense Minister
17. Haiti is facing an outbreak of

19. Region annexed by Russia in 2014
20. Governor of  Cotopaxi region

Down

1. Town located in Pakistan’s Swat district
2. Winner of  the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize

4. Supreme leader of  the CCP
6. Coalition of  15 oil producing nations

7. Prince of  Saudi Arabia
8. Film directed by Seton Hall professor Jeffrey 

Togman
10. Act made to make lawsuits against American 

gun manufacturers more difficult
11. Malaysian Prime Minister

12. Venezuelan President
18. Haitian Prime Minister


