
Volume XV Issue III November 2021

Inside Int’l News Int’l News Campus News Opinion Join the Team!

Northern Ireland Protocol Threatens EU-UK Trade Deal
Anna Thibodeau

Staff Writer

BBC News says The 
Northern Ireland Proto-
col, a clause of  the Brex-
it deal, was designed to 
prevent border checks 
between Northern Ire-
land, which is part of  the 
United Kingdom, and 
the Republic of  Ireland, 
which is part of  the Eu-
ropean Union. This was 
done to help keep open 
trade along the border be-
tween Ireland and North-
ern Ireland and to protect 
the Good Friday peace 
agreement of  1998. For 
this to happen, North-
ern Ireland must contin-
ue to follow EU product 
standards rather than 
UK product standards, 
resulting in the need for 
customs checks on goods 
entering Northern Ireland 
from the rest of  the UK.

The UK is now thought 
to be preparing to suspend 

parts of  the Northern Ire-
land Protocol, according 
to BBC News. Article 16 
of  the Protocol says parts 
of  it can be suspended if  
the portion is causing se-
rious problems and the 
UK believes that mark has 
been met. The Protocol is 
causing issues in the trans-
port of  goods between 
Northern Ireland and the 
rest of  the UK. First, it 
caused a sausage short-
age and now, a Christmas 
cracker shortage as the 
holiday season approach-
es, according to AP News.

BBC News states that 
the EU has threatened to 
end the entire Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement 
(TCA) between the EU 
and the UK if  the UK 
uses Article 16. While the 
UK claims they are using 
Article 16 legitimately, the 
EU fears the UK will use 
the article in a more ex-
pansive way than intend-
ed. Further, The Northern 

Ireland Protocol is a large 
factor in the TCA and the 
EU believes its suspen-
sion gives them the right 
to terminate said trade 
deal entirely. According to 
BBC News, Irish Foreign 
Minister Simon Coveney 
believes the UK suspend-
ing parts of  the Northern 
Ireland Protocol would 
be “deliberately forcing 
a breakdown in relation-
ships and negotiation 
between the two sides.”

The UK’s Brexit min-
ister, David Frost, wants 
to fully eliminate customs 
checks between North-
ern Ireland and the UK, 
says BBC News. BBC 
News furthers that the 
EU released a plan to re-
duce checks on goods to 
Northern Ireland from 
Great Britain and reduce 
customs paperwork by 
50 percent. However, the 
UK rejected this propos-
al to streamline the trade 
of  goods calling it insuf-

ficient, according to AP 
News. Frost and Maros 
Sefcovic, his EU counter-
part, have been unable to 
come to any agreements 
and, The Guardian ex-
plains, if  no agreement is 
reached, Frost sees Arti-
cle 16 as the only option.

The EU believes Frost 
is making unrealistic de-
mands and says they are 
prepared to act. They have 
made it known that they 
could retaliate by impos-
ing targeted tariffs, ending 
arrangements that allow 
data flow between the EU 
and UK, or by ending the 
TCA, which  Bloomberg 
calls a “no deal” Brexit.  
The EU has no desire to 
escalate the situation, says 
The Guardian. The com-
mission is expected to 
present the EU with more 
retaliatory options during 
the week of  November 
15. However, both the 
EU and the UK wish for 
continued support of  po-

litical and economic sta-
bility in Northern Ireland.

Bloomberg cites an in-
terview with international 
broadcaster RTE, where 
Coveney says, “I think 
they [Frost] are deliber-
ately asking for what they 
know they can’t get.” He 
believes they are jeopar-
dizing the whole TCA be-
cause of  Frost’s demands 
for extensive changes to 
the Protocol. Bloomberg 
continues that the Irish 
Prime Minister is current-
ly preparing for a possible 
trade war. In regard to Ar-

ticle 16, AP News quotes 
Sefcovic saying that “this 
is what leads to instabil-
ity and unpredictability.”

The Guardian reports 
that U.S. President Joe 
Biden recently met with EU 
President Ursula Von der 
Leyen and has expressed 
his support for the EU in 
this matter. Von der Ley-
en claims Biden’s support 
includes the suspension 
of  the TCA if  necessary.
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United Nations Concludes 26th Annual Climate Change 
Conference

On November 12, the 
United Nations Climate 
Change Summit, known 
this year as COP26, came 
to an end in Glasgow, 
Scotland. The conference, 
which started on October 
31, saw roughly 20,000 
heads of  state, diplo-
mats, and activists meet 
in person after being de-
layed from last year due 
to COVID-19. Follow-
ing two weeks of  climate 
change negotiations, world 
leaders of  the Conference 
of  the Parties discussed 
topics such as climate 
impacts, fossil fuel pol-
icy, and climate finance. 

Reviews on the results 
of  COP26 are mixed. As 
climate change activist 
Greta Thunberg stated in a 
tweet, “The COP26 is over. 
Here’s a brief  summary: 
Blah, blah, blah.” Howev-
er, there are many changes 
coming out of  COP26 that 

environmental activists are 
celebrating. Highlights of  
the conference include 120 
countries pledging to halt 
and reverse deforestation 
by 2030, the creation of  
The Glasgow Climate Pact, 
which calls upon 197 coun-
tries to report the progress 
they make towards climate 
ambition for the upcom-
ing COP27, and a global 
pledge to cut of  methane 
emissions by 30 percent by 
the year 2030, reports the 
British High Commission. 

More than 100 world 
leaders and signatories 
have promised to end de-
forestation by 2030, in-
cluding nations of  the U.S., 
UK, Denmark, Turkey, 
Canada, Japan, Italy, Co-
lombia, Mexico, Russia, 
and Brazil - a nation facing 
mass deforestation in the 
Amazon Rainforest. Ac-
cording to BBC News, this 
pledge also promises $19.2 
billion of  both public and 
private funds to go towards 
restoration of  land, wild-

fire relief, and support of  
indigenous communities. 
In addition, several finan-
cial corporations, such as 
Aviva and Schroders, have 
pledged to end investments 
in industries that are linked 
to deforestation. The deal 
gained the approval of  The 
Forest Stewardship Coun-
cil, a strong advocate of  
forest management, along 
with many other activists, 
as the signatory countries 
cover nearly 85 percent 
of  the world’s forests. De-
forestation is one of  the 
main contributors of  cli-
mate change and carbon 
dioxide emissions, and 
experts view this pledge 
as a step in the right di-
rection for climate action. 

A main goal of  this 
summit was to take steps 
to prevent the average 
global temperature from 
rising more than 2.7 de-
grees Fahrenheit and to 
secure a pledge to reach 
global net-zero emissions. 
In order to do this, the 

COP26 website explains 
that “countries will need 
to phase out coal, curtail 
deforestation, switch to 
electric vehicles, and en-
courage investments in 
renewables.” According 
to a UN Report, Istanbul 
Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu is 
hopeful that his city’s green 
projects will inspire others 
to take action to reach net 
zero, stating, “Our target is 
to take every step to make 
Istanbul a carbon-neutral 
city resilient to the climate 
crisis by 2050.” Other 
nations are taking simi-
lar action, such as Den-
mark, which announced 
plans to halt production 
and cancel any licensing 
agreements necessary to 
get to net zero by 2050. 

The conference also 
saw the adoption of  the 
Paris Agreement Rule-
book, which contains 
the negotiated guidelines 
of  how countries are to 
reach the goals set by the 
2015 Paris Climate Agree-

ment. Agreements made in 
Glasgow on carbon mar-
kets will finally make the 
Paris Agreement fully oper-
ational and allow countries 
to use international carbon 
offsets to meet goals set 
under the 2015 Paris cli-
mate agreement. Kelley 
Kizzer, the Environmental 
Defense Fund Vice Pres-
ident for Global Climate, 
spoke on this accomplish-
ment, stating, “The agreed 
Article 6 rules, while not 
perfect, give countries the 
tools they need for envi-
ronmental integrity… Ar-
ticle 6 provides the rules 
necessary for a robust, 
transparent and account-
able carbon market to pro-
mote more and faster cli-
mate ambition and create a 
further avenue for finance 
flows from developed to 
developing countries.”

Finance was perhaps 
one of  the most debated 
topics at COP26, as numer-
ous rich nations acknowl-
edged that they have failed 

to meet a previously made 
$100 billion annual climate 
finance target for 2020, 
as stated in the COP26 
decision text. Carbon 
Brief  reports that Lorena 
González, the Lead of  Fi-
nance at World Resources 
Institute, stated that all par-
ties were somewhat “un-
satisfied” with the results 
of  finance negotiations. 

COP26 was seen glob-
ally as a critical moment 
in climate action history. 
Though opinions differ re-
garding its overall success, 
the initiatives that emerged 
from the conference show 
potential. As stated by UN 
Secretary-General António 
Guterres in a press release, 
“I know you are disappoint-
ed. But the path of  prog-
ress is not always a straight 
line. Sometimes there are 
detours. Sometimes there 
are ditches. But I know we 
can get there. We are in the 
fight of  our lives, and this 
fight must be won. Nev-
er give up. Never retreat. 
Keep pushing forward.”

Contact Katherine at 
katherine.dorrer@student.

shu.edu
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Staff Writer

EU-UK trade negotiations hinge on Northern Ireland.
Courtesy of Alexandre Lallemand (Unsplash)

WHO Rejects 
tuRkmenistan’s ZeRO 

cOViD claims

BelaRus accuseD 
Of inciting 

BORDeR cRisis



November 2021
Page 2 International News

Belarus Accused of Inciting Border Crisis
 Alejandro Ramirez

Staff Writer

Belarus has come un-
der fire from the Euro-
pean community for what 
is seen as an orchestrated 
attempt to destabilize Po-
land and Lithuania and 
pressure the EU to relax 
sanctions on President 
Aleksandr Lukashenko’s 
regime in Belarus. These 
tensions stem from an 
ongoing border crisis, in 
which migrants are being 
systematically pressured, 
in part by Belarusian of-
ficials, to enter Europe 
through Belarus’s border 
with Poland and Lithu-
ania. According to BBC 
News, videos of  migrants 
and Belarusian soldiers 
hacking at barbed wire 
fences and using tree 
limbs as battering rams 
have spread in western 
media outlets, drawing 
attention and criticism 
from members of  the 
international community 
regarding Lukashenko’s 
apparent weaponization 
of  a humanitarian cri-

sis. Meanwhile, Poland 
has been reinforcing 
their border with barbed 
wire fencing to slow 
the flow of  migrants. 

Tensions on the bor-
der have only grown 
more hostile, according 
to Reuters, with clashes 
between Belarusian sol-
diers, migrants, and Pol-
ish soldiers deployed at 
the border area worsening 
each day. Deutsche Welle 
reports that at least 3,000 
migrants are current-
ly waiting at the border 
area near Kuznica, where 
extreme cold and lack 
of  food are making the 
situation ever more dire. 

In response to the cri-
sis, Turkey has blocked 
Syrian, Iraqi, and Yemeni 
passport-holders from 
travelling by air to Belar-
us to limit the number of  
people flooding toward 
the border. Flight is the 
most common method of  
passage to Belarus, after 
which migrants typically 
will pay for transportation 
to the border and attempt 
to cross into Western 

Europe. Reuters reports 
that travel agencies in the 
Middle East, working in 
tandem with Belarusian 
consulates to secure visas 
for migrants, have been 
instrumental in the large 
influx of  migrants arriv-
ing in Minsk since spring 
of  this year. President 
Ursula von der Leyen of  
the European Commis-
sion called for an end to 
the “cynical instrumental-
ization” of  migrant flows 
towards western Europe 
in an official press state-
ment. Reuters explains 
that the European Union 
has gone so far as to 
characterize the move as 
a “hybrid attack” against 
the union, an allusion to 
the loose concept of  “hy-
brid war” attributed to 
Russia and other foreign 
adversaries in recent years. 

The European Union 
has responded by plan-
ning new sanctions against 
Belarusian officials, which 
are intended to target 
those who the EU views 
as being responsible for 
orchestrating the influx 

of  migrants to the border 
area, according to Reu-
ters. Experts believe that 
Lukashenko’s regime is 
concentrating the migrant 
flows onto the borders 
in an effort to pressure 
the EU to remove sanc-
tions that have plagued 
the regime for the past 
year, BBC News explains. 

Lukashenko’s re-elec-
tion in 2020 was widely 
seen as illegitimate, and 
the regime’s subsequent 
crackdown on protests 
and dissent elicited con-
demnation across the in-
ternational community, 
leading to the ongoing 
sanctions. While Rus-
sia has largely expressed 
tacit support of  Belarus’ 
government, The New 
York Times reports that 
Belarus’ threats of  cut-
ting of  gas supplies as a 
further measure toward 
Europe were met with 
stern condemnation by 
Putin, who experts agree 
will not want to see this 
issue morph into a cri-
sis out of  his control.

Belarus has responded 

to criticism by consistent-
ly defending their actions 
and attempting to deflect 
the blame to Poland. 
According to Deutsche 
Welle, Belarusian officials 
are accusing Poland of  in-
stigating the crisis by us-
ing tear gas and showing 
“indifference and inhu-
mane attitude[s]” towards 
the migrants. Belarus be-
lieves that Poland should 
admit the migrants and 
allow their asylum ap-
plications to commence 
instead of  turning them 
away at the border out-
right, but Polish officials, 
aware of  the political ra-

tionale of  Belarus spurring 
the influx, have stood firm 
in their policies. The risk 
of  hostilities breaking out 
between Polish and Belaru-
sian troops is a major cause 
for concern for both sides. 
Poland’s border is, in effect, 
the external order of  both 
the EU and NATO and, as 
such, maintaining peace-
ful security is paramount.

Contact Alejandro 
at alejandro.ramirez@student.
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Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega Re-Elected in 
Denounced Election

Austin Delsontro
Staff Writer

Early results from 
the Nicaraguan general 
election on November 7 
indicate that incumbent 
President Daniel Ortega 
has won by a landslide, 
BBC News reports. The 
result was unsurprising 
to many onlookers across 
the globe, as President 
Ortega secured nearly 
76 percent of  the vote, 
winning his fourth con-
secutive term in office. 

Daniel Ortega, a for-
mer Marxist guerrilla who 
helped to defeat the U.S.-
backed Somoza dictator-
ship during the 1970s, 

claimed the election is a 
choice between the peace 
and economic stability 
he supposedly offers and 
the conflict, chaos, and 
terror offered by the op-
position, according The 
Washington Post. The So-
moza dictatorship ruled 
Nicaragua from 1934 to 
1979 with the support of  
Washington before being 
overthrown by the Sand-
inista National Liberation 
Front (FSLN) during the 
Sandinista Revolution. 
Ortega presided over 
the country for the first 
time between 1985 and 
1990. He returned to 
power in 2007 and has 
been in power since then.

Ahead of  the election, 
the Ortega administration 
spent months mired in 
controversy, including a 
widely denounced wave 
of  arrests of  opposition 
leaders and presidential 
hopefuls.  France 24 re-
ports that the Ortega ad-
ministration detained 40 
opposition figures earlier 
this year, including sev-
en potential presidential 
candidates, leading the 
United States govern-
ment and the Europe-
an Union to denounce 
the contest as a sham. 

BBC News postulates 
that from the moment 
Nicaraguan police placed 
opposition leader Cris-

tiana Chamorrounder 
house arrest for alleged 
money-laundering, it was 
clear that President Orte-
ga would be re-elected for 
another five-year term.

Every five years, Nica-
raguans vote to elect the 
president, vice president, 
and the members of  the 
country’s 92-seat National 
Assembly, explains Al Ja-
zeera. The newly elected 
government is expected 
to take office on January 
10. While 4.5 million citi-
zens were eligible to vote, 
it was unclear just how 
many citizens actually cast 
their votes, as many disil-
lusioned groups called for 
boycotts of  the election. 

The Associated Press 
found that only 26 percent 
of  people in Nicaragua 
believe that their votes are 
always counted correctly, 
which is about the same 
percentage of  people who 
expressed support for the 
incumbent administra-
tion, further fueling spec-
ulation of  corruption.

Onlookers urged vot-
ers to sit this election 
out via the usage of  a 
popular slogan during 

the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, “Quedate en Casa,” 
meaning stay at home, 
to urge Nicaraguans not 
to go to the polls and le-
gitimize  the oppressive 
government, as NPR 
details. A hashtag of  
#MiCandidatoEstaPre-
so, meaning my candi-
date is incarcerated, was 
pushed on social media.

After the widely de-
nounced election, France 
24 detailed U.S. President 
Joe Biden’s reaction. Pres-
ident Biden slammed the 
election as a sham, high-
lighting how the incum-
bent President Daniel Or-
tega was assured to win 
after jailing multiple po-
tential challengers. In the 
White House Statement 
on “Nicaragua’s Sham 
Elections”, President 
Biden referred to the elec-
tion as “pantomime,” and 
mentioned how the elec-
tion in no way could be 
seen as free or fair, much 
less democratic. The 
statement by the White 
House discusses how the 
unpopular Ortega regime, 
now without a democratic 
mandate, rule as autocrats, 

seeing no difference from 
the Somoza dictatorship 
that Ortega and the San-
dinista National Liber-
ation Front overthrew.

A mere three days af-
ter the alleged fraudulent 
election, President Biden 
signed into law a bill with 
increased sanctions and 
miscellaneous other mea-
sures against the govern-
ment of  President Dan-
iel Ortega, as Al Jazeera 
reports. The Reinforcing 
Nicaragua’s Adherence to 
Conditions for Electoral 
Reform Act, which was 
signed into law on Nov. 
10, sanctions the gov-
ernment of  Nicaraguan 
President Daniel Ortega 
via restrictions on mul-
tilateral bank lending in 
efforts to target regime 
corruption. For now, Or-
tega and his supporters 
can claim another victory 
for the will of  the “major-
ity,” as Ortega begins yet 
another five-year term.    

 
Contact Austin at austin.
delsontro@student.shu.edu

Turkey has imposed travel restrictions to Belarus to control the border crisis. 
Courtesy of Pavel Kovalev (Flickr)

Voters cast their ballots in Nicaragua’s November 7 election.
Courtesy of Arnaud Jaegers (Unsplash) 
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WHO Rejects Turkmenistan’s Zero-COVID Claim
 Christopher Benítez 

Cuartas
 Staff Writer

The government of  
Turkmenistan continues 
to claim it is free of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
despite growing backlash 
from opposition groups 
abroad and a visit from 
the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO). The Cen-
tral Asian former Soviet 
Republic is one of  nine 
nations that has yet to re-
port a single COVID-19 
case, according to ABC 
News. The other coun-
tries on this list include 
North Korea along with 
seven island and archipel-
ago nations in the South 
Pacific, whose geographic 
isolation has served as an 
advantage. In July, a del-
egation of  investigators 
from the WHO arrived 
in Ashgabat, where lo-
cal officials denied the 
presence of  the virus in 
the country, according 
to Radio Free Europe. 
Exiled members of  the 
Turkmen political oppo-
sition, mostly based in 
Turkey and Russia, claim 

that as many as 25,000 
may have died due to the 
virus; statistics the gov-
ernment is actively try-
ing to suppress, Radio 
Free Europe continues.

The international dele-
gation was led by Cather-
ine Smallwood, a regional 
official of  the WHO for 
Europe. In an interview 
with BBC News, Small-
wood stressed the need 
to, “build dialogue” as 
opposed to, “make state-
ments that may not in 
fact lead to the type of  
actions that we would 
want to see.” Nonethe-
less, Smallwood states 
that, “from the scientific 
point of  view, it’s unlikely 
that the virus is not circu-
lating in Turkmenistan,” 
according to Radio Free 
Europe. The Region-
al Director Hans Kluge 
landed in Ashgabat in 
November 14 to follow 
up on the visit, stating 
on Twitter that one of  
his goals is checking for 
full international health 
regulations compliance.

Turkmen President 
Gurbanguly Berdimu-
hamedov has been in 

power since 2006 and has 
led a regime that many 
in Central Asia and the 
West characterize as au-
thoritarian and autocratic, 
Reports of  COVID-19 
in the country were dis-
missed by Berdimuhame-
dov as “fake” and a result 
of  political mudslinging. 
The initial justification for 
the biosecurity measures, 
such as mask-wearing, in 
place was for “deadly dust 
from the Aral Sea,” which 
was addressed in an 
open letter to the WHO 
by Turkmen dissenters. 

Turkmen and Russian 
state security are believed 
to be working together 
to silence key dissent-
ers. Coda reports that 
Rozgeldy Choliev, a Turk-
men student and online 
anti-Berdimuhamedov 
activist in Russia, was ap-
prehended in a Moscow 
airport after arriving from 
Istanbul. Berdimuhame-
dov is also known to run a 
personality cult, erecting a 
giant statue of  himself  on 
horseback in the capital 
of  Ashgabat, prohibiting 
people from dying their 
hair grey in certain prov-

inces and government 
posts, and promoting bi-
cycle rides, according to 
Radio Free Europe. One 
of  those rides broke a 
Guiness World Record in 
2019, in an attempt by the 
president to gain attention 
on the world stage and 
distract from a rather dire 
human rights situation. 

The image of  a healthy 
nation is a constant in 
the Turkmen propagan-
da program, according 
to BBC News, with a 
state-sponsored exercise 
video being mocked on-
line. BBC News contin-
ues that the regime saw its 

‘healthy image’ tarnished 
last year when a Turkish 
diplomat fell sick while in 
the state. Instead of  pro-
viding the necessary med-
ical attention, Turkmen 
authorities delayed trans-
porting him to a medical 
facility in Turkey until 
shortly after the diplomat 
died, an incident that both 
Turkmenistan and Tur-
key have largely ignored.

Turkmenistan is cur-
rently distributing Sput-
nikV, Sinovac, and Sin-
opharm vaccines to its 
citizens, with 7 million 
inoculated, according to 
the country’s self-reports 

to the WHO. This figure 
contradicts the popula-
tion estimated count of  
6.2 million. Radio Free 
Europe explains that a 
recent mass exodus from 
the country means that 
currently, less than three 
million people may actual-
ly be living in the country.

Contact Christopher at 
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Arab League Representatives Negotiate 
in Saudi-Lebanese Dispute

Kaila Engle
Staff Writer

General Hossam Zaki, 
secretary of  the Arab 
League, arrived in Beirut 
on November 8 to hold 
talks with the Lebanese 
government. Al Jazeera 
reports that the talks were 
meant to resolve the cur-
rent rift between the Sau-
di Arabian government 
and Lebanese Information 
Minister George Kordahi. 
Kordahi previously criti-
cized Saudi Arabia’s actions 
in Yemen against Houthi 
rebels in a pre-recorded 
interview released on Oc-

tober 26. Al Jazeera con-
tinues that Kordahi sym-
pathized with the Houthi 
rebels, an Iran-backed 
group fighting in Yemen 
and Saudi Arabia, claiming 
that they were “defending 
themselves... against an ex-
ternal aggression.”   

The Saudi Arabian 
government took offense 
to Kordahi’s claims, ini-
tially calling for his res-
ignation. When Kordahi 
refused to give up his po-
sition, the Saudi Arabian 
government recalled their 
envoys, forced the Leba-
nese ambassadors to Saudi 
Arabia out of  the country, 

and placed an embargo 
on Lebanese imports, ac-
cording to France24. The 
Gulf  Cooperation Council 
(GCC), which is a politi-
cal and economic alliance 
between Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia, and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), has pub-
licly condemned Kordahi’s 
comments. Many member 
nations of  the GCC have 
followed Saudi Arabia’s 
lead by expelling Lebanon’s 
ambassadors from their 
borders and recalling their 
ambassadors to end diplo-
matic relations with Leba-
non within 48 hours of  the 
interview tape’s release. 

Kordei’s criticism was 
the boiling point for ten-
sions between the Lebanese 
and Saudi Arabian govern-
ments. Their relationship 
has been steadily declining 
as the radical, Iran-backed 
group Hezbollah has be-
gun to obtain more influ-
ence within the Lebanese 
government. Over this past 
year, Saudi Arabia has pe-
riodically placed economic 

sanctions on certain Leba-
nese goods as the govern-
ment fails to adequately 
regulate import and export 
shipments. Last May, Saudi 
Arabia discovered that mil-
lions of  amphetamine pills 
were smuggled through 
Lebanese fruit shipments.  
The Washington Post re-
ports that the Saudi Arabi-
an government responding 
by banning Lebanese ag-
ricultural products, harm-
ing farmers in the region. 
Exports later resumed, 
but tensions still ran high 
among the two nations. 

France24 describes how 
these repercussions place 
Lebanon in even more dire 
conditions, deepening an 
economic crisis that the 
World Bank has character-
ized as one of  the world’s 
worst in over a century. Un-
employment rates and fuel 
shortages have also risen to 
extreme levels. According 
to Al Monitor, Lebanon’s 
currency has depreciated 
by more than 90 percent 
in the past two years. Leba-
non’s poor financial stand-

ing is why General Zaki is 
so determined to fix the 
country’s relations with 
its fellow Gulf  countries. 

Zaki met with Lebanese 
president Michael Aoun, 
Speaker of  Parliament 
Nabih Berri, and prime 
minister Najib Mikati on 
Monday to discuss the cri-
sis and reach an agreement. 
He has made it apparent 
that he does not want the 
tensions between nations 
continue, and he intends 
to establish detente be-
tween the nations and is 
willing to do anything to 
make sure this crisis is 
ended as quickly and ef-
ficiently as possible. Reu-
ters quotes Zaki as saying 
that the talks are heading 
in the “right direction” 
now that peace discussions 
are underway. He empha-
sized that he is also willing 
to travel to Saudi Arabia 
for further negotiations. 

According to The Arab 
Weekly, progress is being 
made. Still, Zaki insists 
that “There is a crisis that 
everyone can see and is 

aware of  and the majori-
ty of  people know how to 
solve it, but not a single 
step has been taken in that 
direction, and this is nec-
essary.” Political observers 
view this comment as a re-
sponse to Kordahi’s refus-
al to resign, the Lebanese 
government’s insecurity 
in trade, and the lack of  
communication between 
all the parties involved.

Contact Kaila at 
kaila.engle

@student.shu.edu

Turkmenistan claims to have eradicated COVID-19 within its borders.
Courtesy of Bhanadri Frever (Flickr)

Representatives meet in Beirut to resolve Saudi Arabian-Lebanese dispute.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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Bosnia Risks Implosion Amid Serb President’s 
Ethnic Rhetoric

Jarrett Dang
Editor-in-Chief

Decades-old tensions are 
flaring in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina as the leader of  
one of  the country’s three 
dominant groups moves to-
ward secession. The Balkan 
nation is governed by an 
ethnicity-based system of  
government featuring three 
presidents: one Bosniak, 
one Croat, and one Serb. 

According to CNN, Serb 
President Milorad Dodik is 
escalating ethno-nationalist 
rhetoric that threatens the 
country’s fragile system of  
government forged by the 
1995 Dayton Peace Accord 
that ended the Bosnian 
war. Dodik has threatened 
to pass legislation in the 
Serb-majority Republika 
Srpska, one of  Bosnia’s two 
main political entities, to re-
move the influence of  na-
tional institutions and cre-
ate Serb-only replacements. 

The steps Dodik is pro-
posing would spark a politi-
cal crisis in the Balkans and 
could lead to a renewal in 
fighting after 30 years of  
peace. Secessionists led by 
Dodik claim that Repub-
lika Srpska does not have 
enough autonomy from 

the central government. 
While Dodik has most-
ly stayed the course with 
his secessionist messag-
ing, the Serb leader has 
not yet implemented his 
most radical proposals. 
These actions, which 
would push the crisis 
past a point of  no re-
turn, including withdraw-
ing the Republika Srps-
ka from Bosnia’s armed 
forces and creating its 
own, reports Al Jazeera.

The United States and 
European Union, the 
main guarantors of  the 
Dayton agreement, are 
both trying to stamp out 
a conflict before one be-
gins. Reuters reports U.S. 
Secretary of  State Antony 
Blinken sent a letter to 
the joint Bosnian presi-
dency, threatening to im-
pose sanctions on those 
making moves to “uni-
laterally withdraw from 
state-level institutions or 
otherwise destabilize” 
the Dayton agreement. 
European countries are 
similarly ramping up the 
pressure, with German 
Foreign Minister Heiko 
Maas announcing that 
his country would not 
stand by as Dodik threat-

ens secession, says an ad-
ditional Reuters report.

While the U.S. and its 
allies are now scrambling 
to prevent another Bal-
kan war, some experts 
say that America and 
the EU ignored warning 
signs leading up to the 

crisis. The EU, despite 
being the main security 
entity in Europe, failed to 
rein in Dodik and took a 
hands-off  approach even 
as secessionists grew 
louder, according to Po-
litico. The U.S. previous-
ly sanctioned Dodik in 
2017 for undermining the 
Dayton agreement, but 
a lack of  recent pressure 

may have contributed to 
the Serb leader’s boldest 
attempt to exit the agree-
ment since it was signed. 

Other foreign influ-
ences are also to blame 
for the resurgence of  
Serb nationalism in Bos-
nia. Russia and Serbia are 

particularly strong allies 
of  the Republika Srpska 
and have stymied interna-
tional efforts to stabilize 
Bosnia. On November 4, 
Russia and China prevent-
ed a UN Security Coun-
cil resolution renewing 
an EU-led peacekeeping 
mission to Bosnia from 
passing until the final text 
omitted mention of  the 

Office of  the High Rep-
resentative of  Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, a watchdog 
and political entity created 
by the Dayton agreement. 
According to Radio Free 
Europe, the High Repre-
sentative had previous-
ly warned that Bosnian 
Serbs advocating seces-
sion posed an “existen-
tial threat” to the nation. 

Politics in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina have been 
fraught since the Day-
ton accords, but this at-
tempt at secession pos-
es the greatest threat to 
peace since 1995. The 
war, which featured acts 
of  genocide and ethnic 
cleansing, is a fiercely 
divisive topic that creat-
ed scars that still linger 
among Bosniaks, Croats, 
and Serbs. According to 
an additional Politico re-
port, the latest crisis was 
triggered when the High 
Representative used his 
executive authority to 
outlaw genocide denial, a 
measure aimed at Serb na-
tionalists who have consis-
tently denied the Srebren-
ica genocide saw Serbian 
forces murder over 8,000 
mostly Bosniak people. 

As the main guarantor 

of  the Dayton Agreement, 
the U.S. is in a unique po-
sition to defuse a potential 
war before tensions mount. 
America’s role in Bosnia 
dates back to the Bosnian 
war when then-President 
Bill Clinton authorized 
a NATO intervention 
against Serbia-led Yugosla-
via. Since then, administra-
tions of  both parties have 
continued U.S. support of  
the agreement, including 
President Joe Biden who 
has sent high-level diplo-
matic personnel to Bosnia. 
According to Politico, U.S. 
special envoy to the West-
ern Balkans Gabriel Esco-
bar held direct talks with 
Dodik, saying afterward 
that he “was open to dis-
cussing withdrawing all the 
legislation that would weak-
en the central institutions.”

Contact Jarrett at
jarrett.dang@student.shu.edu

New Zealand to Ease Stringent COVID-19 
Restrictions Amid Rise in Vaccination Rates

Leah Chan
Staff Writer

New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern 
announced at the begin-
ning of  the month that 
Auckland, the largest city 
in the country, is sched-
uled to ease COVID-19 
restrictions promptly, 
according to Reuters. 

The country upheld 
strict virus regulations 
since the start of  the pan-
demic. The approach ad-
opted by New Zealand is 
characterized by stringent 
lockdowns, precise contact 
tracing, closure of  super-
fluous establishments, and 
a myriad of  other combat-
ive strategies. These tac-
tics, though harsh, proved 
particularly successful, 
resulting in citizens lives’ 
returning to normalcy at 
a faster rate than other 
developed nations. How-
ever, according to NPR, 
New Zealand reinstated 
rigorous quarantine poli-
cies on August 17, in reac-

tion to the spread of  the 
highly contagious delta 
variant. The new outbreak 
mostly affected Auckland, 
which contains one-third 
of  New Zealand’s pop-
ulation. October marked 
the first acknowledgement 
made by the government 
that their “elimination” 
procedure cannot contin-
ue indefinitely, accompa-
nied by a tentative plan 
to slowly lift restrictions.

Despite the imminent 
rescinding of  restrictions, 
New Zealand continues to 
record a high number of  
cases daily, says The New 
York Times. A record 206 
cases were documented 
on November 6. None-
theless, their response 
will be instituted shortly. 
The necessity for gov-
ernmental action seems 
to have been prompted 
by the increasing national 
vaccination rate as well as 
ongoing protests against 
existing constraints.

The NZ Herald cites 
that the population is pro-

jected to reach 90 percent 
full  vaccination by the 
end of  November. This 
is the government’s stand-
ing target to commence 
a full repeal of  restric-
tions. The ever-expand-
ing pool of  individuals 
eligible for the vaccine 
has helped bolster these 
numbers tremendously. 

Alongside vaccina-
tion rates, tensions have 
also increased as protests 
erupt across the nation, 
demanding an end to the 
three-month long lock-
down. VOA News reports 
on one such incident that 
took place in Welling-
ton, New Zealand on 
November 9. Protestors 
convened outside the par-
liament building at the na-
tion’s capital while holding 
anti-vaccine signs, many 
of  which were inspired 
by former U.S. President 
Donald Trump. Reuters 
details the demonstration, 
asserting that Ardern’s 
vaccine mandate for pub-
lic workers incited heavy 

criticism. The official man-
date calls for all healthcare 
workers to be fully vacci-
nated by December, with 
teachers following in Janu-
ary. The protests echo the 
outcries of  anti-vaxxers 
in the United States, con-
demning the spread of  
“fake” news and insisting 
on their right to choose 
whether or not to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine. In 
spite of  the surge in resis-
tance from New Zealand-
ers, the prime minister 
claims this is not indicative 
of  the majority’s opinion. 

An important aspect 
of  the regulations lift is 
the reopening of  Auck-
land’s borders. The cab-
inet is currently set to 
decide the date on which 
the city’s borders will be-
come accessible on Nov. 
29. The country began 
easing border restrictions 
in early November, ac-
cording to CNN, when 
the quarantine period for 
fully vaccinated visitors 
was shortened to seven 

days. Travelers from cer-
tain Pacific regions are no 
longer required to quar-
antine upon arrival. How-
ever, since there are still 
areas with low vaccination 
rates, as VOA affirms, 
options for a limited re-
opening include shutting 
off  these high-risk sec-
tions or only permitting 
entry to fully vaccinated 
individuals. Regardless, 
Auckland’s borders will 
become largely operative 
within the coming weeks. 

To the delight of  many 
citizens stuck in quarantine 
for the past few months, 
new regulations will per-
mit outdoor social gath-
erings of  up to 25 people. 

The New York Times 
details the ensuing rules, 
noting that the facilities 
and businesses deemed 
dispensable during the 
pandemic will now be 
reopened to the public. 
These include shopping 
malls, libraries, museums, 
and other indoor, large 
capacity places. Ardern 
hopes to eventually es-
tablish a process in which 
proof  of  vaccination is re-
quired to utilize the city’s 
services. Masks and social 
distancing will still be re-
quired until further notice.

Contact Leah at 
leah.chan@student.shu.edu

PM Ardern announces that Auckland will ease COVID-19 restrictions. 
Courtesy of U.S. Department of State (Wikimedia Commons)

Serb President Milorad Dodik’s rhetoric threatens the peace in Bosnia.
Courtesy of DMOKRATSKA STRANKA DS (Wikimedia Commons)
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Religious Tensions Flare in Northern India and 
Bangladesh

Zachary Schullian
Staff Writer

At the G20 Summit 
in Rome on October 30, 
leaders of  the world’s 
foremost economic pow-
ers agreed on a global cor-
porate minimum tax rate 
of  15 percent, potentially 
making it more challeng-
ing for large corporations 
to collect tax benefits by 
relocating abroad, The 
Associated Press reports.  

Importantly, only 
multinational firms with 
overseas profits of  more 

than 750 million euros 
($868 million) will be 
subject to the new tax 
rate. This includes gi-
ant companies such as 
Google, Apple, Face-
book, Amazon, and Mi-
crosoft, Al Jazeera notes. 

Experts say the de-
cades-long trend of  de-
creasing corporate tax 
rates, in addition to in-
ternational relocation to 
tax-friendly countries by 
companies, has made it 
more difficult for gov-
ernments to allocate re-
sources towards social 

spending programs, The 
Washington Post reports. 

In total, approximate-
ly 140 countries repre-
senting 90 percent of  
the global economy have 
signed on to the agree-
ment. However, each 
country must internally 
ratify the new standards, 
which are likely to face 
some political opposition. 
Despite not all countries 
signing onto the deal, 
supporters of  the new 
tax rate are optimistic that 
enough countries have 
joined the agreement to 

incentivize corporations 
to return operations to 
their home countries. 

According to the Or-
ganization for Economic 
Co-operation and De-
velopment, the 15 per-
cent rate is projected to 
raise an additional $150 
billion in global tax reve-
nue, Reuters reports. The 
organization also claims 
that taxing rights on ad-
ditional profit will be re-
distributed from low-tax 
countries—where busi-
nesses are currently lo-
cated—to the countries 
where the tax was earned. 

The agreeing countries 
are expected to bring the 
minimum tax into law 
by 2022, allowing the 
full effect of  the mini-
mum tax rate to be felt 
by 2023. However, this 
timeframe is extremely 
short, given that previ-
ous attempts at imple-
menting such a global tax 
have taken much longer. 

Additionally, the deal 
includes a “top-up” tax, 
The Washington Post 
continues. This means 
that for governments that 

decide to set a local mini-
mum tax rate of  less than 
15 percent, corporations 
will be required to pay the 
difference between the tax 
haven country’s rate and 
the 15 percent minimum 
tax rate of  the compa-
nies where they are head-
quartered to that country. 

Another feature of  the 
agreement allows coun-
tries in which revenues are 
earned to tax 25 percent 
of  the ‘excess profit’ of  
the largest multination-
al corporations, which is 
defined as profit in excess 
of  10 percent in revenue, 
the Associated Press adds.

Economists say the 
new global minimum cor-
porate tax will incentiv-
ize businesses to relocate 
to their home country. 
The agreement fits in 
line with U.S. President 
Joe Biden’s “Build Back 
Better” economic agen-
da, which aims to boost 
the American economy 
through government in-
vestment in areas such as 
climate change, childcare, 
and return more pow-
er to American workers. 

G20 Leaders Commit to Global Minimum 
Corporate Tax Rate

Despite the deal fall-
ing short of  Biden’s initial 
proposal of  a 21 percent 
rate, according to The 
New York Times, he re-
mained positive about the 
outcome. U.S. Secretary 
of  the Treasury Janet Yel-
len also voiced her opti-
mism for the deal, stating, 
“Today, every G20 head 
of  state endorsed an his-
toric agreement on new 
international tax rules, in-
cluding a global minimum 
tax that will end the dam-
aging race to the bottom 
on corporate taxation.” 

In a tweet, Biden wrote, 
“Here at the G20, lead-
ers representing 80% of  
the world’s GDP—allies 
and competitors alike—
made clear their support 
for a strong global min-
imum tax. This is more 
than just a tax deal—it’s 
diplomacy reshaping our 
global economy and de-
livering for our people.”

Contact Zachary at 
zachary.schullian
@student.shu.edu

Hamzah Khan
Staff Writer

On October 26, Hin-
du nationalist mobs at-
tacked Muslim-owned 
businesses, homes, and 
a mosque in the small 
northeast Indian state 
of  Tripura, reports BBC 
News. Viral videos show 
Muslims being attacked 
and the mosque being set 
on fire. Videos also show 
members of  the Hindu 
nationalist group Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad marching 
through Muslim neigh-
borhoods and chanting 
insults against Islam and 
the Prophet Muhammad. 

Tripura police later 
clarified that some of  the 
videos being circulated 
were fabricated, but many 
Muslim organizations 
continue to allege that 
the violence was more 
widespread than the state 
government claimed. Al-
though a thorough inves-
tigation has yet to take 
place, between 10 and 20 
incidents of  violence were 
reportedly carried out. 

Tripura is a small In-
dian state with a popula-
tion of  4.2 million, about 
nine percent of  which 
is Muslim. Much of  the 
population is made up 
of  Bengali Hindus who 
left the neighboring Mus-
lim-majority country of  
Bangladesh when India 
was partitioned in 1947. 
The recent tensions are 
the worst in the area since 
1947, growing since the 
Hindu nationalist Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) won 
control of  the state gov-
ernment in 2018, accord-
ing to The Indian Express.

The recent riots came 
in response to anti-Hin-
du violence in Bangladesh 
during the Durga Puja 
festival, the largest reli-
gious festival for Bengali 
Hindus, on October 15. 
As Hindus in the Comilla 
District bordering Tripura 
celebrated, Muslim mobs 
attacked Hindu temples 
in response to fabricated 
videos circulating online 
showing the Quran be-
ing desecrated at a Hin-
du temple, reports the 

Dhaka Tribune. Nearly 
seven people were killed 
amid unrest in Comilla, 
and the police cracked 
down heavily on rioters. 
Riots also took place in 

the neighboring Noakhali 
District, killing one per-
son and injured 18 more. 

Bangladeshi Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
condemned the violence, 
putting some blame on 
the BJP and Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for stoking religious ten-
sions against Muslims 
in India. The Indepen-
dent reports that at least 
400 people have been 
arrested in response to 
the violence in Bangla-

desh. Violent incidents 
against Hindus in Bangla-
desh, however, have been 
on the rise since 2013. 

Sectarian violence in 
the region is not new. 

According to Scroll, con-
servative Islamist groups 
in Bangladesh have been 
pointing to the rise in 
anti-Muslim rhetoric in 
India as an excuse to tar-
get Hindus in Bangladesh. 
Likewise, groups like the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
in Tripura have pointed 
to incidents of  anti-Hin-
du violence in Bangladesh 
to justify attacks on Mus-
lims. Widespread protests 
throughout India against 
anti-Hindu violence in 

Bangladesh turned violent 
in Tripura after videos 
on social media showed 
a Hindu idol being des-
ecrated by Muslims. 

The protests in Tripura 
also spread to the neigh-
boring state of  Assam, 
which is notorious for 
discriminatory policies 
against Muslims, includ-
ing their National Regis-
ter of  Citizens that largely 
excludes Muslims, reports 
The Diplomat. The sec-
ular Awami League gov-
ernment of  Bangladesh 
has attempted to quell 
tensions by cracking 
down on Islamist fac-
tions. The BJP govern-
ment of  India, however, 
has been accused of  being 
complicit in the violence.

The state police in 
Tripura have booked 71 
people and filed 5 crimi-
nal cases concerning the 
circulation of  videos on 
social media, but no ar-
rests have been made, 
according to the Hin-
dustan Times. The Wire 
reports that advocates 
from human rights group 

that documented the re-
cent violence were also 
arrested and charged. 

The groups accused of  
carrying out the violence 
are allies of  the BJP and 
Prime Minister Modi. The 
inflamed rhetoric is not 
only limited to Muslims, 
however, as a BJP minis-
ter’s son ran over a group 
of  Sikh farmers protest-
ing the BJP’s agricultural 
policies in Uttar Pradesh 
earlier in October, ac-
cording to The Washing-
ton Post. The flare-up 
of  tensions in both Ban-
gladesh and India makes 
the increase of  religious 
nationalism likely on 
both sides of  the border.

Contact Hamzah at 
hamzah.khan@student.shu.

edu

From left to right, Johnson, Macron, Merkel, and Biden meet at G20 Summit to discuss corporate tax rates.
Courtesy of U.S. Department of State (Wikimedia Commons)

Muslim-Hindu violence has resulted in destruction of neighborhoods.
Courtesy of Flavio Gasperini (Unsplash)
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A Discussion of Servant Leadership in Public 

Policy with Cecilia Muñoz
Annie Hebel

Associate Editor

On October 12, the 
Robert K. Greenleaf  Cen-
ter for Servant Leadership 
held its first annual Green-
leaf  Public Policy Lec-
ture. The lecture featured 
keynote speaker Cecilia 
Muñoz, the current Senior 
Advisor at New America, 
and the former Director of  
the Domestic Policy Coun-
cil under former President 
Obama. With over 30 years 
of  experience in public 
policy in areas such as im-
migration, civil rights, and 
public interest technology, 
Muñoz’s lecture gave sig-
nificant insight into how 
leaders can aim to serve 
others through their di-
rection and embody the 
spirit of  servant leadership.

Throughout her experi-
ences as a leader in public 

policy, Muñoz shared that 
she has often found herself  
to be a first or an “only” 
in her position – the first 
woman to hold her job, or 
the only person of  color 
in her position. Because 
of  this, she often felt a tre-
mendous amount of  pres-
sure to perform, leading to 
significant self-doubt in her 
abilities. She acknowledged 
that this feeling of  im-
mense doubt is shared by 
most women and people 
of  color in leadership po-
sitions. In her situation, she 
felt this was often similar-
ly compounded by doubts 
expressed by superiors and 
peers. After receiving a pro-
motion to her position as 
Director of  the Domestic 
Policy Council three years 
into her tenure at the White 
House, she added that this 
fear of  failure only grew.

To combat these feel-

ings of  doubt, Muñoz ex-
plained that she developed 
coping strategies, as many 
leaders in her situation 
ultimately do. She found 
herself  overpreparing for 
every meeting so that no 
question would catch her 
off  guard. Much of  this 
fear of  being incorrect 
stemmed from the pres-
sures that came from her 
situation of  being the first 
woman of  color in her po-
sition. She explained that 
for people with similar ex-
periences, “We think our 
mistakes will reflect every-
one like us, so we over-
prepare.” She also found 
herself  relentlessly asking 
for feedback from peers, 
mentors, bosses, and sub-
ordinates – anyone who 
would understand that she 
wanted to do well in her 
position. By acknowledg-
ing, understanding, and 
actively working to im-
prove her leadership flaws, 
she found herself  quelling 
her doubts and active-
ly improving as a leader.

When acknowledg-
ing these flaws, however, 
Muñoz addressed that if  
a leader wants to stay fo-
cused on their policy goals, 

they must “dare to be dis-
liked.” If  a policymaker 
aims to please every person 
they encounter, they will 
start to prioritize decisions 
that will lead to them be-
ing liked over those that 
will benefit their primary 
goals. By instead devel-
oping a “north star,” or a 
definitive goal that a lead-
er can prioritize, they will 
stay directed towards ac-
complishing that goal. This 
does not mean that they 
should be unlikeable; by 
detaching personal accep-
tance and love from lead-
ership goals, criticism af-
fects them less and difficult 
decisions become easier.

For a policymaker, 
Muñoz explains, it is im-
portant that this “north 
star” is as clear and sub-
stantive as possible. She 
emphasized that policy-
makers too often have 
unclear or nonexistent 
goals and lack a clear un-
derstanding of  what is best 
for the American people. 
By basing decisions on evi-
dence and data, policymak-
ers can develop informed, 
effective policies that will 
have the most positive im-
pact on their constituents 

as possible. By also con-
sidering that those constit-
uents are real people, with 
extremely real and palpable 
concerns, a policymaker 
can develop a data-backed 
north star that directly aims 
to create positive change 
in the lives of  those they 
are working for. This is the 
epitome of  servant leader-
ship through policymaking. 

Muñoz concluded that 
above all, it is important 
for leaders to show kind-
ness through their actions. 
She reiterated that kind-
ness is an extremely un-
derrated leadership quality; 
too often it is mistaken as 
weakness, when in fact it 
can be a key factor in miti-
gating conflict and relating 
to those someone is trying 
to serve. By treating others 
with kindness and empa-
thy when leading, a leader 
can acknowledge differ-
ences and use them as as-
sets rather than sources of  
conflict., All types of  prob-
lems can be solved when 
a leader remembers that 
every person’s perspective 
is valuable. Muñoz’s unique 
experiences and perspec-
tives paint a realistic pic-
ture of  servant leadership 

and policymaking that can 
be implemented by all.

The Greenleaf  Center 
for Servant Leadership at 
Seton Hall University was 
founded in 1964 to ad-
vance the understanding 
and practice of  servant 
leadership by both indi-
viduals and organizations. 
Their vision, through their 
new public policy lecture 
series, as well as their oth-
er initiatives on campus 
and beyond, is to create a 
more just and caring soci-
ety by cultivating educat-
ed and informed people. 
Through speakers such 
as Muñoz sharing lessons 
on leadership, they hope 
to encourage individuals 
to become more civically 
minded and focused on the 
benefit that their actions 
have on their communities.

Contact Annie
 at andrea.hebel@student.

shu.edu

The World Affairs Council of New Jersey 
Discusses COP26

Lylian Pagan
Staff Writer

The World Affairs 
Council of  New Jersey 
hosted an online talk with 
Gerald Butts, the Coun-
cile’s Vice President of  
Eurasia, and Faith Taylor, 
ESG Leader at Tesla. Mr. 
Butts has a wealth of  ex-
perience in government, 
specifically the COP pro-
cess, and global climate 
action. He also served 
in the Canadian govern-
ment where he served as 
the Principal Secretary to 
Prime Minister Trudeau. 
Ms. Taylor leads the En-
vironmental, Social, and 
Governance efforts at 
the Tesla Corporation. 
She is also a co-found-
er of  the Global Human 
Trafficking Center and 
Social Entrepreneur Pro-
gram at Montclair State 
University, where she 
was a professor of  mar-
keting and management. 

COP, also known as 
“the Conference of  the 
Parties,” is an annual 

event that brings togeth-
er nations from around 
the world to negotiate 
and act against climate 
change. is the main deci-
sion-making body of  the 
United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCC), 
as reported by the Natural 
History Museum. For 26 
years, the event has been 
held in various countries; 
this year the United King-
dom hosted COP26. In 
1955, Germany hosted 
the first COP in Berlin. 
One of  the biggest ac-
complishments of  COP 
was the Paris Agreement 
in 2015. The key issues 
for this year’s COP are 
ambition, finance, ad-
aptation, and finaliz-
ing the Paris rulebook. 

The climate change 
talks were held from Oc-
tober 31 to November 
12 in Glasgow, UK. “It’s 
been 26 years since the 
UN started taking the sci-
ence of  climate change 
seriously,” stated Butts. 
This has been a problem 

that has exceeded bor-
ders. Butts explained that 
“the UN has been trying 
to get the countries to-
gether to get some kind 
of  multilateral agreement 
on where we are going to 
limit global emissions.” 
Towards the beginning 
of  the COP, the UN ded-
icated its efforts to hav-
ing policymakers take the 
science seriously. Butts 
explained that by taking 
the science seriously, it 
excludes any political or 
geopolitical issue out of  it. 

According to Butts, 
“We used to be able to 
live comfortably at cer-
tain latitudes; we’re no 
longer going to be able to 
do that.” Butts added that 
in the United States and 
Canada, the topic of  cli-
mate change is treated as 
a political issue; in other 
countries, it is not. So, for 
the first ten years of  COP, 
parties were pushing to 
promote science. The fol-
lowing conferences aimed 
to develop multilateral 
agreements to achieve 

a common set of  goals. 
The 2015 Paris negoti-

ations were a focal point 
for the National De-
termined Commitment 
(NDC). “The policy was 
everyone would agree to 
act in accordance with the 
temperature increase out-
comes in Paris, which was 
really 2 degrees, with an 
aspirational goal to get it 
to 1.5 Fahrenheit,” Butts 
recalled. The main goal 
was to have countries 
draft policies to help en-
sure that goal. Butts could 
not recall a time in the 
century when countries 
came together to agree 
on anything, until the 
Paris Agreement. Butts 
further stated that climate 
change has developed 
into a mature public pol-
icy and economic issue.

In an article by CNN 
Business, Tesla (TSLA) 
says its mission is to ac-
celerate the world’s transi-
tion to sustainable energy. 
Ms. Taylor stated, “In my 
mind at the end of  the 
day, the private sector has 

to provide the solution for 
the changes that we need 
and what we’re actually 
going through now is all 
these private sector com-
panies trying to pivot.” 
All people must all under-
stand the importance of  
climate change and “both 
private sector companies 
and investors must un-
derstand that we will not 
have a sustainable revenue 
stream or livelihood un-
less what we do is invest 
and move into this area,” 
explained Ms. Taylor. 

Ms. Taylor also re-
marked that the private 
sector must assist in pro-
moting business models 
to reach that sustainable 
livelihood. She went on 
to say that this cannot be 
done alone, as it will take 
the government, com-
munities, and non-profit 
organizations to make 
the changes. Tesla un-
derstands the importance 
of  investing in climate 
change and has been at the 
forefront for many years.

“No one would have 

told Tesla 10 years ago 
that this is where we 
would be at today,” Ms. 
Taylor recalled. What is 
important is that compa-
nies are now on board. 
Tesla is hopeful to be part-
nered with all the organi-
zations that are working 
on climate change solu-
tions soon. “With COP26 
our goal is to demonstrate 
that through our business 
model, you can effective-
ly make changes and to 
show the leadership that 
the private sector can 
provide in this space.”

Contact Lylian
 at lylian.pagan@student.

shu.edu
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Cecilia Munoz presents at Social Innovation Summit.
Courtesy of New America (Wikimedia Commons)



“Here, Right Matters” with Alexander Vindman at the 
School of Diplomacy

Jasmine DeLeon
Staff Writer

On October 25, retired 
U.S. Army Lieutenant Col-
onel Alexander Vindman 
visited the School of  Di-
plomacy and Internation-
al Relations to promote 
his new memoir, Here, 
Right Matters, and share 
his experience of  serving 
during the Trump ad-
ministration. The World 
Council of  New Jersey 
organized the book pre-
sentation and discussion.  

In 2019, Lt. Col. 
Vindman gained interna-
tional recognition when 
he testified before U.S. 
Congress in the impeach-
ment inquiry of  Presi-
dent Trump’s relations 
with Ukraine. In addi-
tion to other evidence, 
Vindman’s testimony 
eventually led to Presi-
dent Trump’s impeach-
ment in 2019 on charges 
of  abuse of  power.

The event began with 
questions about Lt. Col. 
Vindman’s upbringing. 
He revealed that he grew 
up with his twin brother 
“as refugee kids from the 

USSR settling in Brook-
lyn, NYC,” adding that 
growing up hearing sto-
ries from his father about 
the Soviet Union helped 
him understand that there 
are places in this world 
where people have to face 
fundamental challenges.”

Vindman expressed 
that up to graduating 
college “there was a lot 
of  energy and very little 
focus” in his life up until 
joining the military after 
he graduated from uni-
versity. “Things came to a 
point of  sorts where I was 
looking to be more disci-
plined and more focused. 
[The military] offered me 
an outlet for all my ex-
cess energies,” Vindman 
said.  Later in his career, 
he  Vindman decided to 
specialize in Eastern Eu-
rope studies. He picked 
up Ukrainian as a lan-
guage, traveled through 
the former Soviet space, 
received an advanced 
degree from Harvard 
University, and became 
a foreign area officer in 
Moscow. Afterwards, he 
landed in the Pentagon 
as a Russian Affairs Offi-

cer. Eventually, Vindman 
became the director for 
European Affairs on the 
National Security Coun-
cil (NSC). He assisted in 
managing U.S. policy to-
wards Russia, Ukraine, 
and Belarus. Though he 
described his first year 
on the NSC as “normal,” 
he noted that then-Presi-
dent Trump made certain 
components of  his work 
difficult. “If  the president 
was about engaging and 
being friendly to Putin, 
the rest of  the govern-
ment was focused on ful-
filling the president’s own 
policy which was counter-
ing Russia’s malign influ-
ence and Russian oppres-
sion,”  Vindman noted.

He first noticed a turn-
ing point in policy in 2019, 
when he saw that U.S. do-
mestic policy had begun 
to influence national se-
curity issues. He first no-
ticed this in reference to 
the removal of  Marie Yo-
vanovitch from her post 
as the U.S. Ambassador 
to Ukraine, “even though 
we tried to keep her in 
her position because she 
was a terrific public ser-

vant,” Vindman said. Her 
removal was, ultimately, 
due to a negative tweet by 
one of  President Trump’s 
son regarding her lack of  
support for the president.

Vindman further no-
ticed similar changes 
when translating a phone 
call between President 
Trump and Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky, in which President 
Trump congratulated 
President Zelensky for his 
political party’s success in 
rolling out more reforms 
in Ukraine. Vindman said 
that during the phone 
call, Zelensky told Trump 
he wanted to buy weap-
ons systems from the 
U.S. to defend his coun-
try. According to Vind-
man, President Trump 
responded with “‘I would 
like you to do us a favor 
though,’ and he proceed-
ed to spin out a bunch 
of  conspiracy theories 
that were unfounded.”

Vindman added that 
his reverence for the Of-
fice of  the President was 
a block that prevented 
him from realizing that 
Trump was the corrupt 

actor in this situation. Af-
ter the phone call, Vind-
man made a report and 
brought the information 
to senior officials, who 
he hoped would be able 
to convince Trump to re-
verse course. What Vind-
man did not know, how-
ever, was that in making 
the report “and doing my 
job, I started a process 
that resulted in congres-
sional notification of  the 
president’s wrongdoing.”

Vindman explained 
that Trump took advan-
tage of  Ukraine’s posi-
tion as a country at risk 
of  war which had no 
choice but to give in to 
president’s demands.  He 
added that the situation 
was exacerbated by the 
investigation into current 
President Biden’s deal-
ings with Ukraine. Vind-
man said that “it seemed 
that President Zelensky 
was about to deliver this 
investigation,” which 
would have cast a shad-
ow over President Biden’s 
campaign and prevented 
him from receiving the 
Democratic nomination 
for the elections. “We 

were that close to get-
ting a second Trump ad-
ministration,” he added.

Toward the end, Vind-
man stated that he felt a 
responsibility to Ukraine 
when he made the report 
and that his obligations 
were “visceral” because 
“the president was trying 
to compel a foreign gov-
ernment to investigate his 
opponent to gain an edge 
in an election.” When 
asked about his fears of  
the consequences of  tes-
tifying to Congress and 
how he navigated the sit-
uation, he responded that, 
“I did what I thought 
my duty was and did 
not dwell on the fears.”

Contact Jasmine at 
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Cato Institute Defense Policy Director Talks Nuclear 
Policy and U.S.-China Relations

Timothy Georgetti
Staff Writer

On November 11, Eric 
Gomez, the Director of  
Defense Policy Studies at 
the Cato Institute, held a 
presentation comparing the 
nuclear weapons policies of  
the Trump and Biden ad-
ministrations. Mr. Gomez 
also discussed China’s nu-
clear arsenal in relation to 
the United States, and the 
growing tensions among 
China, the United States, 
and Taiwan. The event 
was hosted by Seton Hall’s 
chapter of  the John Quincy 
Adams Society. The presen-
tation was soon followed 
by a question and answer 
session with the attendees. 

The crux of  Mr. Go-
mez’s remarks compared 
how the Trump administra-
tion and the Biden admin-
istration viewed the role of  
nuclear weapons in Amer-
ican geopolitical strategy 
and global diplomacy. Mr. 
Gomez pointed out that 
the Biden administration 
is facing a unique strategic 
landscape that will likely 
dictate the way his adminis-

tration will differ in its use 
or focus on nuclear weap-
ons. He said that Biden is 
likely to follow the theo-
retical framework of  the 
past Obama administra-
tion by emphasizing the 
fact that the United States 
currently relies on nuclear 
weapons to accomplish 
“too big of  a job” when 
it comes to national se-
curity. While the Biden 
administration has not re-
leased a Nuclear Posture 
Review yet, Mr. Gomez 
predicted that when re-
leased, it will most likely 
reflect Obama-era pol-
icies than those of  the 
previous administration. 

However, he did note 
that Biden will likely be 
unable to operate under 
the same policies as his 
Democratic predecessor. 
Mr. Gomez described 
that the Trump adminis-
tration’s decision to with-
draw from key arms con-
trol agreements, like the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of  Action with Iran, pro-
vides new threats unique 
to the Biden administra-
tion. The increased likeli-

hood that the JCPOA will 
not be revived, combined 
with China expanding its 
ICBM capacity, and the 
fact that North Korea is 
looking to develop tactical 
nuclear weapons, all led 
Mr. Gomez to conclude 
that the Biden admin-
istration will likely have 
to prioritize American 
nuclear weapons more 
than it would like to in its 
foreign policy decisions. 

Mr. Gomez then 
opened the presentation 
to questions from the au-
dience. A majority of  the 
questions asked by the 
attendees were about the 
current American Chinese 
tensions. Mr. Gomez em-
phasized how worried the 
United States should be 

about the recent expan-
sion of  the Chinese nu-
clear arsenal. He focused 
on the shift in doctrine 
taking place in Beijing 
rather than the numerical 
increase in China’s arse-
nal. Even if  China were to 
build 250 intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, the Unit-
ed States would still field 
a substantial advantage. 
However, he stated that 
the United States should 

be worried about the ag-
ing information it has on 
internal Chinese nuclear 
doctrine. He explained 
that the most recent doc-
uments were made public 
by the Chinese over three 
years ago, while older 
doctrinal statements are 
now more than a decade 

old. Mr. Gomez sug-
gested that a change in 
Chinese doctrine could 
pose even more danger-
ous than an arsenal size 
increase if  American 
policymakers wrongly 
assume that the Chinese 
are operating under their 
old play book; secret doc-
trinal shift increases the 
chance of  miscalculation 
and thus the chance of  
unwanted armed conflict. 

Mr. Gomez closed 
his presentation with 
a discussion about the 
United States’ policy of  
“Strategic Ambiguity” in 
regards to Taiwanese in-
dependence from China. 
He noted that, while the 
United States does not 
explicitly say it will de-
fend Taiwan, the prevail-
ing logic in Washington is 
that the United States will 
come to the aid of  the 
Taiwanese unless it pro-
vokes China. Mr. Gomez 
also asserted that “Stra-
tegic Ambiguity” forces 
China to consider the in-
volvement of  the United 
States when making any 
calculations about Tai-

wan. Since no formal dec-
laration of  support has 
been given to the United 
States, this policy can ef-
fectively influence Tai-
wan’s behavior by making 
such support contingent 
on doing as the United 
States says. The Bush ad-
ministration took such an 
advantage in 2000. The 
then Taiwanese presi-
dent wanted to formal-
ly declare independence 
from China, but due to 
American threats that 
they would not intervene 
if  such a declaration pro-
voked a Chinese attack, 
the Taiwanese admin-
istration backed down. 

Timothy Georgetti is the 
president of  the John Quincy 

Adams Society at Seton 
Hall.

Contact Timothy at
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Cato Institute Building in Washington, D.C.
Courtesy of Tedder (Wikimedia Commons)



Sergei Valenzuela
Staff Writer

In 2019, Ethiopi-
an Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed received the No-
bel Peace Prize for ending 
a prolonged war against 
the neighboring nation of  
Eritrea. Today, however, 
Ethiopia is in civil strife 
and Abiy finds himself  
on the brink of  losing 
his political legitimacy. 

Abiy Ahmed ascended 
to office in 2018, becom-
ing the first member of  
the Oromo ethnic group 
to lead Ethiopia, accord-
ing to CNN. After years of  
being ruled by the Tigray 
Peoples Liberation Front 
(TPLF), a political entity 
representing the minori-
ty Tigrayan ethnic group, 
many in Ethiopia looked 
to find a new beginning 
under Abiy and hoped 
his rhetoric of  peace and 
unity would bring Ethi-
opia together for good. 

To understand Abiy 
Ahmed’s agenda as prime 
minister, it is important 

to first understand Ethi-
opia’s political landscape 
and the TPLF’s role in 
politics. The TPLF rose 
to power in 1991 after 
toppling the dictatorship 
of  the Mengistu Miriam 
through the use of  guerilla 
warfare. After dismantling 
the oppressive regime, the 
TPLF held a firm grip on 
power by leading the rul-
ing Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Demo-
cratic Front until Abiy 
came to power in 2018. 

Abiy Ahmed’s new 
government fragmented 
the TPLF’s hold on power 
and challenged the compli-
cated inter-ethnic relations 
of  Ethiopia by becoming 
the first prime minister 
of  Oromo descent. An 
additional CNN report 
says that Abiy sought 
peace and unity by lifting 
restrictions on the press, 
welcoming back banned 
political opposition par-
ties, appointing women 
to cabinet positions, and 
opening up the economy. 

The tensions between 
the TPLF and Abiy 

Ahmed escalated with 
several key events. One 
flashpoint was the prime 
minister’s fixing of  Er-
itrean-Ethiopian relations, 
which directly conflicted 
with the interests of  the 
TPLF which was previous-
ly at war with Eritrea over 
the disputed shared bor-
der between the Tigray re-
gion and Eritrea. Abiy also 
created a new coalition 
called the Prosperity Party, 
which the TPLF directly 
opposed because it dis-
solved the ruling coalition 
that included the TPLF. 

The incident that 
sparked the recent Tigray 
was the postponement 
of  the country’s 2020 re-
gional elections due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Vox reports that the TPLF 
held the prime minister 
postponed elections be-
cause Abiy did not believe 
he would win. In retalia-
tion, the TPLF held re-
gional elections in Tigray 
anyway, setting up a show-
down with the central gov-
ernment. Abiy respond-
ed by cutting off  federal 

funds to Tigray, which ul-
timately resulted in the 
TPLF taking over a federal 
military base in Tigray and 
taking control of  the area. 

Foreign Affairs reports 
that efforts to centralize 
power around Abiy’s Pros-
perity party have led to 
the suppression of  ethnic 
groups around the regions, 
especially Tigrayans. Ac-
cording to CNN, an Ethi-
opian diplomat who has 
known the prime minister 
for almost 20 years wrote 
a scathing open letter say-
ing, “One of  the ironies 
of  a prime minister who 
came to office promising 
unity is that he has delib-
erately exacerbated hatred 
between different groups.” 
In his quest to central-
ize power, Abiy has been 
accused of  not respect-
ing each ethnicity-based 
region’s autonomy. This 
system of  “ethnic feder-
alism” was protected and 
acknowledged by the old 
TPLF government and 
but did little to put an 
end to ethnic conflicts. 

Worries of  ethnic au-

tonomy are not exclusive 
to the Tigray region. CNN 
reports that Ahmed’s own 
home Oromia region is 
also calling for self-rule. 
Ethnic militias in Amhara 
are also forming, claim-
ing that they are re-seiz-
ing their land. To counter 
the TPLF’s attack on a 
federal military base, the 
Ethiopian Military has 
dispatched forces to fight 
TPLF forces, wreaking 
havoc amongst locals in 
Tigray. The New York 
Times reports that Ethi-
opian human rights orga-
nizations, along with the 
UN, released a joint report 
that indicates “appalling 
levels of  brutality” in the 
war, including extrajudicial 
killings, sexual violence, 
and attacks on refugees. 

The conflict goes far 
beyond political power in 
the region. Some militias 
are not only opposing the 
central government but are 
also carrying out attacks 
on civilians and pushing 
them out of  their terri-
tory. All of  these events 
will make it hard for Abiy 

Ahmed to remain a fig-
ure of  peace for Ethiopia. 

The international com-
munity has isolated Abiy 
Ahmed for his shortcom-
ings on his promises of  
peace and unity. The unique 
ethnopolitical landscape 
of  Ethiopia is a fertile 
ground for new coalitions 
to be formed opposing 
Abiy Ahmed’s government. 
Now that war has struck 
Ethiopia, observers ques-
tion whether Abiy Ahmed 
ever had true intentions of  
bringing peace to Ethiopia 
and whether the country’s 
inter-ethnic relations make 
it too difficult for one gov-
ernment to bring prosperi-
ty and peace to everyone.
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Hamzah Khan
Staff Writer

In early October, Syr-
ian President Bashar 
al-Assad received a phone 
call from King Abdullah 
II of  Jordan, their first 
since Abdullah called 
for Assad to step down 
in 2011 during the Arab 
Spring, according to Al Ja-
zeera. Jordan is not alone 
in normalizing relations 
with their estranged Arab 
neighbor—Egypt and the 
UAE have both contacted 
the Syrian government. 
Jordan and the UAE have 
come to agreements to 
improve economic ties 
and resume trade with Syr-
ia, despite U.S. sanctions. 

The United States also 
looked the other way as 

Egypt transferred fuel 
through Syria to Leba-
non, which is embroiled 
in a devastating economic 
crisis. Although the Biden 
administration is against 
normalization with the 
Syrian government, Assad 
seems to be easing his way 
back into the good grac-
es of  his Arab neighbors. 
Until now, Syria’s main 
supporters have been Iran 
and Russia. This normal-
ization also carries a tacit 
acknowledgment that the 
regime won the Syrian 
civil war that devastated 
the region for the last de-
cade, according to Axios. 

Assad came to power 
in Syria in 2000 after the 
death of  his father, Hafez 
al-Assad, who ruled Syria 
from 1970, according to 
Al Jazeera. Hafez al-As-

sad came to power in 
a coup in 1970 leading 
the secular Ba’ath party, 
which promoted Arab 
nationalism and helped 
consolidate his favora-
bility among the Sun-
ni population. Bashar 
benefitted greatly from 
nepotism and was given 
full support to become 
the next President of  
Syria from Parliament 
and the military upon 
his father’s death. 

Early in his rule, As-
sad was criticized heavily 
for Syria’s involvement 
in Lebanon, especially 
for his government’s al-
leged involvement in the 
assassination of  Leb-
anon’s Prime Minister 
which drew condemna-
tions from fellow Arab 
leaders. Assad cracked 
down heavily on dis-
sent throughout his rule 
while allowing nepotism 
and corruption to run 
rampant. These factors 
culminated in the 2011 
Arab Spring when upris-
ings throughout the Mid-
dle East spread to Syria, 
leading to the largest 
demonstrations against 
the Assad regime to date. 

The uprisings in Syr-

ia began in March 2011 
in the southern city of  
Daraa, led by student 
activists who were met 
with a brutal govern-
ment crackdown, reports 
Reuters. Thousands of  
people were killed as pro-
tests spread throughout 
the country. By the end 
of  2011, the situation in 
Syria devolved into a full-
blown civil war, sparking 
the worst humanitarian 
crisis since World War II, 
according to the UN. The 
international community 
condemned Assad and 
the Arab League suspend-
ed Syria’s membership in 
response to his atrocities. 

The Syrian Civil War 
was truly a war with no 
“good guys”—one side 
had a repressive dictator 
while the other had reb-
el factions that began as 
moderate pro-democracy 
movements but became 
co-opted by violent Is-
lamist jihadist groups. 
The U.S. and its allies 
armed and supported 
the Free Syrian Army 
(FSA), initially described 
as moderate rebels, along 
with al-Qaeda-affiliated 
jihadist forces such as 
Jabhat-al-Nusra, reports 

The Washington Post. 
The “moderate” reb-

els, including the FSA, 
however, were found 
guilty of  atrocities from 
the beginning, according 
to BBC News and The 
Guardian. These are the 
current forces in control 
of  Idlib, the last rebel 
stronghold. Sunni jihadist 
groups like ISIS, Jaysh-
al-Islam, Ahrar-al-Sham, 
and other rebel groups 
dominated various cities 
in Syria, brutalizing mi-
norities and committing 
atrocities, according to 
Foreign Affairs. Western 
support for rebels weak-
ened the government and 
allowed ISIS to emerge, 
exacerbating the refugee 
crisis in 2015. According 
to the Council of  Foreign 
Relations, the war has re-
sulted in nearly 400,000 
dead, 5.6 million refu-
gees, and 6.2 million peo-
ple displaced internally. 

Assad’s government 
was guilty of  numerous 
atrocities, including al-
legedly using chemical 
weapons, reports Al Ja-
zeera. Assad truly became 
a pariah in the internation-
al community after horrif-
ic chemical attacks on Gh-

outa in 2013 and again on 
Douma in 2018, reports 
France24.  As Bashar 
verged of  losing the war, 
the Russian and Iranian 
governments came to his 
aid and helped turn the 
tide. They were involved 
in indiscriminate bomb-
ing campaigns of  rebel 
strongholds, like Aleppo 
and Ghouta, which killed 
thousands of  civilians, 
according to NBC News. 
Iranian-backed militias 
supported Assad against 
ISIS as well, helping him 
to reassert control over 
most of  Syria. For bet-
ter or for worse, Assad 
has won the war, and the 
best many can hope for 
is for some semblance of  
peace to return to Syria.

Contact Hamzah at
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President Assad has been criticized for human rights violations.
Courtesy of Пресс-служба Президента России 
(Wikimedia Commons)
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Drew Starbuck
Staff Writer

North Korean Su-
preme Leader Kim Jong-
un is a pariah within the 
international community 
for the often brutal nature 
of  his rule and his no-
holds-barred approach 
to any dissent. The infa-
mous leader succeeded 
his father, Kim Jong Il, in 
2011, and has since bent 
the nation to his will. As 
Reuters states, the young 
leader consolidated his 
rule ruthlessly over the 
isolated nation, purging 
any opposition no mat-
ter their connections. 

In December 2013 in 
a move that would define 
the start of  his rule, Kim 
executed his uncle, Jang 
Song-Thaek, and stated 
that he had “removed the 
scum” from the Korean 
Workers Party. Before his 
execution, Jang was a ma-
jor member of  the fami-
ly’s inner circle and served 
as a regent for Kim after 
his father’s death, accord-
ing to Britannica. Jang 
had also advocated for 
closer ties with China, 
and this move was risky 
in that it could have an-

gered North Korea’s larg-
est economic partner and 
supporter in the world. 

North Korea watchers 
and experts state that Kim 
has also sought to portray 
himself  as a more tradi-
tional political leader than 
his eccentric father. Ever 
since he rose to power, 
Kim Jong-un has made 
economic development 
a key part of  his nation-
al agenda. He engaged in 
conversations with for-
mer U.S. President Don-
ald Trump in nuclear ne-
gotiations in an effort to 
ease economic sanctions, 
reports Reuters. These 
talks were seen as pivotal 
for North Korea, as glob-
al sanctions on the coun-
try’s nuclear weapons 
program halted Kim’s am-
bitious plans of  expanded 
construction projects, 
international free trade 
agreements, and other 
economic measures. De-
spite his efforts, Kim’s na-
tion continues to struggle 
economically, according 
to the Associated Press. 

According to the 
Brookings Institute, the 
economic problems of  
the North Korean regime 
have only been height-

ened with the onset of  
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Government officials 
have been struggling to 
deal with shortages of  
medicine and essential 
goods along with soar-
ing prices. The country 
has also been unable to 
import ink and paper for 
printing banknotes, forc-
ing North Korean offi-
cials to issue temporary 
currency, according to a 
South Korean national in-
telligence briefing. How-
ever, the North Korean 
regime and its leader have 
shown uncanny survival 
instincts and the ability 
to stick through harsh 
economic sanctions. 

Kim has taken the 
political approach of  
portraying himself  as a 
“man of  the people” to 
solidify his popularity 
while his people contin-
ue to struggle, according 
to Reuters. His recent 
public appearances have 
reflected this desire—at 
a recent North Korean 
military parade, Kim was 
emotional and choked up 
during a speech as he paid 
tribute to the military for 
its response to outbreaks 
and other national di-

sasters. He also apolo-
gized to the citizens of  
North Korea for failing 
to raise their living stan-
dards, Reuters reports. 
Rachel Minyoung Lee, an 
independent researcher 
and former open-source 
North Korea analyst for 
the U.S. government, 
states “Kim’s modesty 
and candor, and his tears 
and choking, were all 
highly unusual, even for 
someone who publicly 
acknowledges shortcom-
ings and has an estab-
lished pattern of  being 
expressive.” According to 
the Associated Press, the 

supreme leader has par-
ticipated in public activi-
ties for 70 days so far this 
year, a 45% increase from 
the same period last year. 

Most of  all, Kim Jong-
un continues to pursue 
new developments in 
North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons program, which 
Kim views as essential 
to ensuring the security 
of  his regime in the face 
of  a far superior U.S. 
military. As BBC News 
states, the state media 
of  North Korea reports 
that new train-based bal-
listic missiles, long-range 
cruise missiles, and a new 

hypersonic missile were 
all tested in September 
2021 alone. The contin-
ued progress and aggres-
sive advancement of  the 
nuclear program remains 
a top priority for the su-
preme leader and remains 
the essential component 
of  his pariah status in the 
international community.  
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Supreme Leader Kim Jong-un has grown his nuclear arsenal at the expense of the country’s population.
Courtesy of U.S. Department of State (Wikimedia Commons)
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Nicolás Maduro, the 
simultaneously reviled 
and celebrated socialist 
President of  Venezuela, 
is facing another con-
tested vote in Novem-
ber’s upcoming regional 
elections, according to 
CNN. The rise and fall 
of  Maduro’s political le-
gitimacy parallels that of  
other populist leaders in 
Latin America, but recent 
events indicate that Mad-
uro may finally achieve 
the legitimacy he desires. 

According to the En-
cyclopedia Britannica, 
Nicolás Maduro was born 
in 1962 to a politically ori-
ented, left-leaning mid-
dle-class family in Cara-
cas. Maduro made a name 
for himself  as a union 
representative for tran-
sit workers and became 
close with former dicta-
tor Hugo Chavez while 
campaigning for the lead-
er’s release from prison 
in 1994. Maduro rose to 
prominence in Chavez’s 

United Socialist Party of  
Venezuela and was even-
tually sworn in as vice 
president in 2012 amid 
Chavez’s well-publicized 
battle with cancer. Fol-
lowing his mentor’s death 
in 2013, Maduro became 
the new figurehead of  the 
country’s socialist move-
ment and narrowly won 
his first term as presi-
dent in an election BBC 
News reports was shad-
owed by a decades-long 
economic crisis. 

Maduro’s election to 
his first presidential term 
was largely thanks to his 
populist movement that 
appealed to ordinary 
Venezuelans’ fears. Yet 
his relationship with the 
middle and lower class 
soured quickly, and mid-
dle-class citizens took 
to the streets in protest 
in 2014. In a move that 
has played out countless 
times in dictatorial re-
gimes around the globe, 
Maduro used the military, 
police, and judicial sys-
tems to crack down on 
recall and opposition ef-

forts. Reuters reports that 
this move only worsened 
political turmoil during 
his first six-year term, 
culminating in unsuc-
cessful anti-government 
protests that left more 
than 100 dead in 2017. 

Maduro has faced 
heightened criticism from 
world leaders in the past 
three years due to reports 
that he rigged the 2018 
presidential election. Ac-
cording to BBC News, 
Maduro’s reelection was 
marred by evidence of  
vote-buying and unjust 
imprisonment of  oppo-
sition leaders who at-
tempted to run for office. 
Maduro’s crackdown on 
ordinary Venezuelans 
was so severe that it is 
the subject of  a recent 
probe by the Internation-
al Criminal Court into 
alleged crimes against hu-
manity. Bloomberg writes 
that local human rights 
organizations character-
ized the use of  govern-
ment security forces to 
shut down street demon-
strations and imprison 

opponents as brutal—
Maduro has since de-
fended the crackdown.

Opposition groups, 
many of  whom staged 
symbolic boycotts of  the 
election, enabled Madu-
ro’s easy reelection victo-
ry. However, in another 
twist in Venezuela’s chaot-
ic political system, oppo-
sition leader Juan Guaidó 
declared himself  Vene-
zuela’s rightful president 
at a rally two weeks later. 
While Guaidó’s claims 
of  legitimacy are largely 
baseless, considering did 
not run in the disputed 
election, the Washing-
ton Post reports that the 
United States and 50 oth-
er countries recognized 
Guaidó as Venezuela’s 
legitimate leader in an at-
tempt to counter Maduro. 

Despite years of  
brutal rule, Maduro’s 
long-standing status as 
Latin America’s politi-
cal pariah may soon be 
lifted. Persistent efforts 
to remove Maduro from 
office have proven un-
successful and faltered, 

including an assassination 
attempt and actions by 
the international coali-
tion promoting Guaidó 
as Venezuela’s president. 
The U.S. government un-
der President Joe Biden 
has thus far maintained 
its support for Guaidó 
and its commitment to 
enforcing an oil embargo 
and sanctions against the 
country. Russia and Chi-
na, meanwhile, have long 
upheld Maduro’s presi-
dency and recently helped 
him secure vaccinations 
and humanitarian aid in 
violation of  U.S. sanc-
tions. In another political 
win for Maduro, CNN 
reports that the Europe-
an Union has agreed to 
send an electoral moni-
toring team to Venezuela 
for November’s regional 
elections, a development 
the U.S. fears will legit-
imize Maduro upon his 
party’s inevitable victory.

Maduro may soon 
achieve the political vali-
dation he has long sought 
due to opposition fatigue 
among world leaders, 

many of  whom are find-
ing it increasingly difficult 
to justify sanctions in the 
face of  Venezuela’s over-
whelming humanitarian 
and refugee crisis. How-
ever, this does not change 
the fact that Venezuelans 
originally elected Maduro 
with false hopes that he, a 
once-prominent advocate 
for workers’ rights, would 
ease burdens for the ev-
eryday laborer. Maduro’s 
crushing grip on power 
is a sobering reminder of  
the implications of  elect-
ing populist leaders with 
no respect for democratic 
institutions—and the in-
ability of  even the world’s 
most powerful leaders 
to do anything about it.
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The international so-
cial network, Facebook, 
currently hosts more than 
2.8 billion monthly users 
worldwide in more than 
190 countries and 160 dif-
ferent languages. With all 
of  this diversity among 
their members, it becomes 
difficult for Facebook 
to thoroughly review all 
posts coming from all 
corners of  the globe. 

Facebook employees 
have warned the public 
for years that the com-
pany consistently fails to 
effectively police abusive 
content and hate-speech, 
specifically coming from 
high-tension regions, ac-
cording to Reuters. Cur-
rently, more than half  of  
the languages used on 
Facebook do not have 
any community stan-
dards, specifically in the 
local languages of  Myan-
mar and Ethiopia, two 
high-tension areas. Inter-
nal documents from Face-
book analyzed by Reuters 

showed that Facebook 
has not hired enough 
people who have the 
knowledge of  local lan-
guages or current events 
to monitor harmful posts. 
The same documents 
showed their artificial in-
telligence systems are not 
thorough enough either.

Other internal doc-
uments obtained by 
the Wall Street Journal 
showed that Facebook’s 
screening system has a 
list of  high-profile users 
that are exempt from pu-
nitive action if  they were 
to post something that 
goes against the terms of  
service.  This system is 
called “Cross-check” or 
“X-check” and was meant 
to be an additional layer 
of  protection, however, 
it has evolved into a sys-
tem that fuels problematic 
content, as notes Amnesty 
International.  Facebook’s 
algorithm promotes this 
misinformation because 
of  how engaging it is to 
readers, while maintain-
ing activity on the site.

Facebook’s complacen-

cy in spreading misinfor-
mation was first highlight-
ed during the violence 
between the Buddhist 
and Rohingya Muslim 
populations in Myanmar. 
According to BBC News,  
in 2014 an extremist an-
ti-Muslim monk shared 
false claims that a Bud-
dhist girl had been raped 
by Muslim men. A few 
days later, the men ac-
cused were attacked with  
two of  them being killed. 
Facebook itself  admitted 
their platform was com-
plicit in inciting this vio-
lence, while UN human 
rights investigators came 
to the same conclusion.

Another example of  
Facebook’s complicity in 
genocide is the case of  
Ethiopia’s civil war, a con-
flict unfolding between 
the new and old rulers in 
the Tigray region of  the 
state. In a report from 
NPR, Zecharias Zelalem, 
one of  the main journal-
ists covering the conflict 
a noted how, “prominent 
Facebook posters would 
post unverified, often in-

flammatory posts or rhet-
oric that would then go 
on to incite mob violence, 
ethnic clashes, crackdowns 
on independent press 
or outspoken voices.” 

On September 27, 
Zelalem saw a post from 
a media outlet that blamed 
members of  an ethnic mi-
nority group in Ethiopia 
for a series of  murders and 
kidnappings. On Sept. 28, 
the village cited in the post 
was burnt to the ground 
and the citizens were mur-
dered. The post remains 
live as of  October 15.  

Facebook cites Ethio-
pia’s crisis as a company 
priority and has denied 
the allegations that it fu-
eled some of  the vio-
lence, yet many question 
the company’s claims. “I 
can quite honestly say 
that Facebook has [done] 
not nearly enough,” said 
Zelalem said to NPR.  

Facebook continues 
to exhibit complacen-
cy in instances of  online 
misinformation turn-
ing into offline violence 
and has only vaguely 

claimed to take action.  
In the case of  Myan-

mar, Facebook has been 
working with a UN team 
of  investigators called the 
Independent Investigative 
Mechanism for Myanmar 
(IIMM) since 2019.  While 
the two groups hold reg-
ular meetings, the head 
of  the IIMM has stat-
ed that he does not feel 
Facebook has provided all 
of  the information they 
have requested, and, cer-
tain requests, Facebook 
has reconsidered sharing.

A Washington judge’s 
order for Facebook to 
turnover internal docu-
ments related to accounts 
that helped fuel the geno-
cidal violence against the 
Rohingya was actually 
appealed by the company 
in October, according to 
Bloomberg.  These docu-
ments were requested by 
The Gambia, who filed 
charges in the Internation-
al Court of  Justice against 
Myanmar, accusing them 
of  perpetrating genocide 
against the Rohingya. 

While Facebook said 

they were willing to work 
with The Gambia, they 
also argued the Judge went 
too far in requesting the 
broad release of  non-pub-
lic information due to a 
federal law protecting the 
privacy of  its users. How-
ever, upon further review, 
it was found that Gambia’s 
claims were permissible. 

Facebook has a hab-
it of  ignoring the very 
things they claim to be 
holding at top priority, 
while continuously mak-
ing excuses for the results 
of  their complacency. The 
company needs a stron-
ger screening system for 
the hate speech contin-
uously spread on their 
website or some form of  
government regulation to 
hold them accountable 
for their empty commit-
ments to stopping the 
spread of  misinformation.

Contact Elsie at 
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Facebook’s Complicity in Regional Violence 
Must End

False Promises of Sustainable Policies: 
Politicization of the Fight against Climate Change

Patrick Condon
Staff Writer

Sustainable environ-
mental policies are near-
ly impossible to achieve 
at the current rate global 
governments are pursu-
ing them. Numerous states 
profit from unsustainable 
practices of  development, 
increasing the present di-
vide between developed 
and developing countries. 
Old standards of  develop-
ment, and what it means 
to be sustainable, have sys-
temically stunted progress 
toward sustainability. Effec-
tively, the rate at which sus-
tainable development has 
progressed is slower than 
the rate at which industrial 
development has contin-
ued. The general principles 
of  sustainable policies must 
change, marking one of  
the main issues surround-
ing this year’s COP26..

There is an incredible 
tension surrounding this 
year’s UN Climate Change 
Conference, COP26, and 
its real ability to reverse 
governments’ sluggish ap-
proach toward sustainabil-
ity. To many governments 
and companies present, the 
conference  was an astound-

ing success; 45 countries 
committed to more sus-
tainable farming practic-
es, 95 “high level” compa-
nies committed to halting 
unsustainable practices 
and reversing their impact 
on land, and 25 countries 
committed to phasing 
out coal power, accord-
ing to COP26 statements. 

However, the summit 
was engulfed by protests 
about the efficiency and 
ability of  the conference 
to create real change to 
the rapidly increasing cli-
mate crisis. Notably, Gre-
ta Thunberg criticized the 
summits ‘successes,’ say-
ing “we cannot solve a cri-
sis with the same methods 
that got us into it in the 
first place,” according to 
NPR. Echoed by protests 
around the world, her 
pressure on leaders marks 
a shift in the accountabil-
ity of  non-compulsory 
commitments. Previous 
summits have made sim-
ilar claims as was resolved 
this year, yet the danger 
of  2.7 degrees Fahren-
heit increase in global 
temperatures remains 
closer than ever before. 

The global approach 
towards sustainability is 

currently futile, as gov-
ernments fail to roll out 
the necessary require-
ments to meet their goals 
and deter negative influ-
ences on said goals. The 
framework of  sustainable 
policies currently focuses 
more on relief  and ad-
aptation than deterrence,  
which can be attributed to 
the international spotlight 
being  commonly placed 
on politicians, who use 
this attention to highlight 
current and possible fu-
ture funding. In essence, 
“there are more politi-
cal rewards for devoting 
attention and resources 
to disaster relief, than 
disaster preparedness,” 
cites the Dhaka Tribune. 
Thus, funding towards 
disaster relief  is seen as 
an overall success against 
climate change, in lieu 
of  adopting necessary 
prevention measures . 

The rhetoric about 
combating climate change 
often paints the world’s 
highest contributors to 
climate change as villains 
and the countries with the 
highest commitments to 
stopping climate change 
as heroes. This is not at 
all the case though. Un-

der the current index of  
sustainable policies, the 
SDG Index, countries 
are ranked on a scale of  
sustainability by their 
efforts towards reach-
ing the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals, de-
fined by the Sustainable 
Development Report. 
This index is hampered 
by its blindness towards 
a country’s consumption. 

Commonly, the coun-
tries with the highest 
commitments to stopping 
climate change, in terms 
of  percentage spending 
of  GDP, also have the 
highest impact on cli-
mate per capita. On this 
scale, most Scandinavian 
countries rank favorably 
on SDGs and develop-
ing industrial nations like 
China rank unfavorably. 
However, Sweden, for 
example, actually con-
tributes more towards 
climate change due to its 
high per-capita consump-
tion of  natural resources, 
which the current system 
fails to include, as out-
lined in Foreign Policy. 
This false narrative of  
heroes and villains fun-
damentally undermines 
cooperative global efforts 

to combat climate change 
in every shape and form.

This process of  sus-
tainable development 
must be equal. Politicians 
have misconstrued this 
inclusion of  equal devel-
opment, and thus invest-
ment in sustainable tech-
nologies, to be conducted 
at the same rate between 
developed and developing 
countries. If  developing 
countries were to meet 
the same rate of  GDP 
spending as developed 
countries, the main agen-
da of  many global lead-
ers now, their long-run 
investment in sustainable 
practices would threaten 
their environmental secu-
rity even further, reports 
Reuters. The politiciza-
tion of  commitments to 
fighting against climate 
change has split the world 
by level of  development 
and capability to adapt 
to climate change. Adap-
tation to climate change 
and equal development 
must be a necessity to 
all governments, other-
wise their philanthrop-
ic aid to disaster relief  
will be meaningless. 

The world’s current 
progression towards sus-

tainability is not efficient 
enough to create  change 
needed to avoid the im-
pending 2.7 degrees Fahr-
enheit increase in global 
temperatures. Policies 
must include compulso-
ry benchmarks to ensure 
that sustainable policies 
are completely imple-
mented. This lack of  effi-
cacy has undermined cur-
rent projects towards real 
sustainability, and with 
a continuation of  media 
focus on politicians’ indi-
vidual efforts, the needs 
of  developing countries 
will be drowned out. The 
focus of  global discus-
sions and summits must 
shift towards the people 
and countries most af-
fected by the inevitable 
reality of  climate change. 
There can be no real fight 
against climate change if  
there is no focus on the 
realities of  the present.
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Cold War Policy Tactics Doom Yet Another 
Developing Nation

Will Kanatzar
Staff Writer

 “We will bury this en-
emy with our blood and 
bones” is hardly a state-
ment one might antici-
pate hearing from a Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, but 
Abiy Ahmed’s tenure as 
Prime Minister of  Ethio-
pia has been far from what 
anyone has anticipated. 
On October 31, Ahmed 
sounded the alarm of  a 
near state collapse when he 
urged citizens to take up 
arms and brace for a battle 
over the capital of  Afri-
ca’s second most populous 
country, reports The New 
York Times. Now, with 
almost every global power 
keen on remaining influen-
tial in Africa, many remain 
baffled as to why the world 
has remained largely indif-
ferent towards Africa’s sec-
ond most populous nation. 

Abiy’s arrival in of-
fice brought a series of  
sweeping reforms, many 
of  which were successful. 
One particular reform, 
however, proved too ambi-

tious: switching Ethiopia’s 
government from a federal 
system with ethnically de-
fined states to a country 
governed by coalitions in 
one single pan-Ethiopi-
an political party, as notes 
MSN. Every ethnic po-
litical party joined Abiy’s 
new party, except the 
Tigrayan Liberation Front.  

The Tigrayan People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF) 
had formed and lead the 
ruling government coali-
tion Abiy had reformed de-
cades prior to his rule. As 
notes ABC News, after be-
ing sidelined in Abiy’s gov-
ernment reform efforts, 
the TPLF began claiming 
that Tigrayan autonomy 
and self-determination 
was being erased. Failure 
to generate any conces-
sions or compromises on 
behalf  of  the Tigray, the 
TPLF forces launched a 
series of  attacks on gov-
ernment forces and bases 
across Ethiopia’s northern 
region in November of  
2020. Now almost a year 
later, the TPLF slowly en-
circle Ethiopia’s capital, 

reports The Guardian. 
The War in the Tigray 

has featured a myriad of  
human rights abuses and 
war crimes. Ethiopian 
federal forces have anni-
hilated Tigrayan civilian 
infrastructure, destroying 
hospitals, schools, and 
businesses. Worse, pro-
Abiy forces have raped, 
murdered, and driven 
nearly 2.3 million civilians 
from their homes, with 
similar allegations being 
leveled against opposi-
tion forces as well. Fur-
thermore, government 
forces have reneged on 
Abiy’s pledge to protect 
civil liberties, by arresting 
members of  opposition 
groups and journalists in 
the lead up to the 2021 
national elections, reports 
Human Rights Watch. 

Almost all global hege-
mons have launched goals 
to guide African states to 
their economic potential. 
These goals seem to cen-
ter around the fact that a 
continent as rich in natural 
resources as Africa does 
not and should not have 

to remain less developed 
than its European and 
Asian counterparts. How-
ever, in basing their goals 
around this fundamental 
truth, the global com-
munity has failed to ac-
knowledge another equally 
important truth: the inter-
national community will 
not achieve a change in 
African development with-
out departing from Cold 
War foreign policy tactics. 

The U.S. has utilized 
Ethiopia as a base for 
counterterror operations 
in neighboring Somalia for 
much of  the last 20 years. 
While Ethiopia has proved 
a valuable partner in the 
region, the U.S. failed to 
guide Ethiopia out of  the 
early signs of  conflict. 
Additionally, the U.S. did 
little to discourage the 
war crimes carried out by 
Ethiopian and allied forc-
es, with the State Depart-
ment only outlawing U.S. 
arms manufacturers from 
exporting to the region 
in September of  2021, 
as per State Department. 

This repeats a broad-

er theme seen in most of  
the U.S.’s Cold War foreign 
relations. As documented 
by the University of  Den-
ver’s Human Rights and 
Human Welfare journal, 
when asked about U.S. ally 
and Nicaraguan dictator 
Anastasio Somoza’s hu-
man rights abuses, Pres-
ident Franklin Roosevelt 
previewed future foreign 
relations tactics saying, 
“He may be a son of  a 
b----. But he’s our son of  
a b----.” Not only is prior-
itizing alliances over dem-
ocratic values immoral, 
it’s also counterproduc-
tive to strategic goals. The 
TPFL used the massacres 
and human rights abuses 
in the Tigray as a rallying 
cry that saw thousands 
of  young Tigrayans join 
the TPLF, as writes MSN. 

Subbing in for the So-
viet Union, China has only 
further complicated inter-
national aid efforts. China 
has sought to export arms 
to those blacklisted by the 
State Department in an ef-
fort to vie for influence in 
the region, as writes The 

National Interest. China’s 
message is quite clear: the 
U.S. might get squeamish in 
response to human rights 
abuses, but China will re-
main a steadfast partner 
to allies facing rebellion. 

The Global Communi-
ty has had no shortage of  
crises to contain, however 
the global community and 
the hegemons that lead 
it can no longer afford to 
ignore Ethiopia. To build 
regional and continental 
stability, the international 
community should place 
an emphasis on guarantee-
ing civil liberties and eth-
no-based power sharing. 
This in turn will help less-
en the allure of  ethno-po-
litical violence in Ethiopia 
and throughout Africa. 
Choosing instead to tear 
the continent apart in a 
Cold War redux and ignor-
ing democratic values runs 
the risk matching a bloody 
past with a bloody future. 
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Are Vaccine Mandates Increasing Safety or 
Driving People from Vaccinations?

Zachary Schullian
Staff Writer

Taking efforts to 
slow the spread of  the 
COVID-19, some leaders 
around the world have 
decided to enact vaccine 
mandates. In many devel-
oped nations, such as the 
United States, vaccination 
rates for adults range be-
tween 70 to 80 percent, 
according to Reuters, with 
a slim subsection of  the 
population extremely re-
luctant to get the vaccine. 

One of  the catalysts 
for the implementation 
of  vaccinate mandates, 
especially in fields such 
as health care, is the dis-
missal of  fears over the 
health risks employees 
may pose to patients and 
clients. Cary Klebba, 
spokeswoman for Novant 
Health, a 35,000-employ-
ee health-care system in 
four Southeast states, said 
“Without a vaccine man-
date for team members, we 
faced the strong possibility 
of  having a third of  our 
staff  unable to work due 
to contracting, or expo-

sure to, COVID-19,” The 
Washington Post reports. 

Currently, about 41 per-
cent of  hospitals in the 
U.S. require vaccines for 
employees. Additionally, 
officials at hospitals that 
have received such man-
dates have said that both 
infections and the number 
of  sick leave applications  
have dropped. Despite 
some staff  members leav-
ing due to concerns over 
getting the vaccine, many 
hospitals still believe the 
decision to implement a 
vaccine mandate was the 
correct one. Mark Boom, 
President and CEO of  
Houston Methodist, one 
of  the first American 
health care institutions to 
require vaccines for health 
workers, said of  the out-
come “I can unequivo-
cally say [it was] the best 
decision we ever made.” 

This approach to public 
health is in no way con-
tained to just the U.S., with 
other countries taking sim-
ilar measures in regard to 
mandating vaccinations for 
health care workers. Ac-
cording to Deutsche Welle, 

Italy was one of  the first 
countries to do so, enacting 
a policy that requires em-
ployees to either take the 
vaccine or lose their job.

On the other hand, 
skeptics have gathered 
across the world to pro-
test what they see as in-
creasingly authoritarian 

measures taken by govern-
ments through the enact-
ment of  vaccine mandates. 
Some 160,000 French 
demonstrators took to 
the streets throughout 
the country, angered at a 
bill passed by President 
Emmanuel Macron that 
requires citizens to show 
proof  of  vaccination or 
the results from a nega-

tive COVID-19 test result 
upon entering restaurants 
and other public areas, 
Deutsche Welle reports. 

Most recently, on No-
vember 15, The Wall Street 
Journal reports Austria 
passed legislation ordering 
its’ two million unvaccinat-
ed citizens to stay in their 

homes in a quasi-lock-
down for the unvaccinated. 
Austria’s vaccination rate is 
only at 63 percent, lower 
than most other Western 
European nations, yet the 
government measure is 
arguably the most dramat-
ic action a western coun-
try has taken thus far in  
addressing public health. 

It seems that across 

borders, the small minority 
of  those who are staunchly 
against the notion of  re-
ceiving a vaccine will not be 
forced by the government 
to receive it. As officials 
continue to implement 
more extreme mandates 
and measures, skeptics 
only seem to increase their 
protests. In turn, it may be 
most efficient to achieve 
complete vaccination, 
without governmental 
overreach, by offering ad-
equate incentives for those 
who are vaccine hesitant. 

Additionally, it is com-
monly known that those 
aged 65 and older are at 
highest risk  of  contracting 
severe side effects of  the 
coronavirus. The Center 
of  Disease Control and 
Prevention reports 99.4 
percent of  Americans 65 
and older have received 
at least one dose of  the 
vaccine. Also, 80 per-
cent of  covid deaths are 
from those 65 and older. 

To get the rest of  the 
population vaccinated, 
however, there needs to 
be an incentive  that as-
sures protestors of  no 

future plans for govern-
ment overreach. An ad-
equate incentive for the 
unvaccinated may come 
in the form of  gradual 
phasing out mask man-
dates, a tactic highlighted 
in several U.S. states during 
the summer of  2021. 

It seems evident that 
vaccine mandates in places 
such as hospitals, clinics, 
and other facilities have 
produced some decent 
evidence displaying the 
overall effectiveness of  
such policies. For the gen-
eral non at-risk population 
however, democratic gov-
ernments should be care-
ful in how they manage 
social cohesion and should 
make decisions according 
to what the data says, not 
out of  a desire to control 
a situation that does not 
need to be micromanaged.
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Vaccine mandates may have unintended social consequences.
Courtesy of CDC (Unsplash)
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Costa Rica to Require COVID-19 Vaccine for 
Children
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COVID-19 case num-
bers have been on the 
rise across the U.S. and 
around the globe, with 
many states and countries 
resuming lockdowns and 
preventative measures. 
The sudden increase in 
cases has caused an in-
crease in restrictions 
across many countries, 
such as Costa Rica, which 
has declared that all chil-
dren above the age of  
5 must be vaccinated. 

According to The 
Washington Post, the 
measure has been passed 
largely to normalize the 
vaccine amongst the pop-
ulation. This is in recogni-
tion that COVID-19 may 
become endemic, staying 
among the global popu-
lation on a seasonal basis 
like the flu. Through this 
new initiative, experts are 
dedicating their time to 
find ways to surpass this 

deadly disease. The Cos-
ta Rican government’s 
attempts to achieve full 
immunity are undoubt-
edly commendable, but 
may be not pragmatic. 

One of  the main prob-
lems with Costa Rica’s 
vaccination protocol is 
the scattered responsibil-
ity for child vaccination. 
The New York Times re-
ports that health officials 
are leaving the task of  
making sure that children 
are getting vaccinated up 
to parents or legal guard-
ians, the public education 
system, and children’s 
advocacy agencies. The 
vaccines will be incorpo-
rated with other manda-
tory shots for children, 
such as polio, chickenpox, 
and HPV, The Wash-
ington Post continues. 

According to the Tico 
Times, unvaccinated 
workers will also face ma-
jor consequences if  they 
do not seek vaccination. 
Public employees who 
refuse to get vaccinated 

will face a fine of  a “base 
salary,” Costa Rican’s ver-
sion of  a minimum wage 
equal to 422,000 Colon, 
or approximately $750. 
Employees who refuse 
to get the vaccine could 
also face dismissal, with 
responsibility not being 
placed on the employer. 

In addition, Reuters re-
ports that health authori-
ties have declared that fol-
lowing these institutional 

regulations and state legis-
lation is the responsibility 
of  the employer.” It seems 
very clear that unvaccinat-
ed workers face harsher 
treatment. If  unvaccinat-
ed workers choose not 
to vaccinate themselves, 
even though it’s their pol-
icy at work, they need to 
follow the rules no matter 
what. But, people should 
not be charged for mak-
ing a choice like that. That 

is their choice they are 
making with their body 
and nobody is able to 
make that choice for them

One of  the main rea-
sons why this topic has 
far more importance than 
one may realize is because 
it invites a serious con-
versation on vaccinations, 
and more specifically their 
long-term health conse-
quences. Who needs to 
be vaccinated, what do 

the experts believe, how 
might and what impact 
does the vaccine have on 
the community, are all 
worthwhile questions at 
this time. These conver-
sations may be challeng-
ing, but they must occur.
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COVID-19 vaccine mandates are taking effect in numerous countries, including Costa Rica.
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