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U.S. Decides to Withdraw Troops from Afghanistan

Drew Starbuck
Staff Writer

U.S. President Joe Biden
recently announced that he
will withdraw all American
troops from Afghanistan
by September 11, ending
the United States’ 20-year
war in Afghanistan, according to Al Jazeera. President
Biden’s
announcement
means that the United
States will not abide by the
earlier May 1 deadline set
and negotiated under the
Trump administration. A
policy review conducted by
the Biden administration
determined it was “clear
that withdrawing the remaining 2,500 troops [by
the May 1 deadline] would
be difficult and potentially
unsafe,” furthers Al Jazeera.
A senior Biden administration official has stressed
that the current administration is refusing to take a
conditions-based approach.
“The president has judged
that a conditions-based
approach, which has been
the approach of the past
two decades, is a recipe

in staying in Afghanistan
forever,” the official said
according to Al Jazeera.
Criticism of the president’s decision has quickly
rained down from Republican politicians. U.S. Senate
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell accused Biden of
planning to “turn tail and
abandon the fight in Afghanistan,” reports Reuters.
“Precipitously withdrawing
U.S. forces from Afghanistan is a grave mistake,”
McConnell said, adding that
effective counter-terrorism
operations require presence
and partners on the ground.
Currently, close to 2,500
U.S. soldiers are stationed
in Afghanistan, compared
to about the approximately 100,000 American soldiers who were stationed
in the country during the
surge in 2011, Reuters
furthers. Throughout this
20-year long conflict, about
2,400 U.S. service members
have been killed and many
more thousands have been
wounded, states Reuters.
Officials in Afghanistan
are bracing for the with-

drawal. “We will have to
survive the impact of it,
and it should not be considered as Taliban’s victory
or takeover,” said a senior
Afghan government source,
speaking to Reuters on
condition of anonymity.
The proposed troop
withdrawal has stirred Afghan fear of a Taliban military victory once American
troops are out of the picture. A UN report that came

and other anti-government
elements mainly responsible, reports CNN. Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani has
stated that he “respects the
U.S. decision,” but Afghanistan’s parliament speaker,
Mir Rahman Rahmani, has
warned the country might
slide into civil war, furthers
CNN. Although there is
a desire among the native
Afghan population for the
American soldiers to leave,

out the week of Biden’s announcement stated there
was a 29 percent increase
in the number of civilians
killed and injured during the
first three months of 2021
compared to the same period in 2020, with the Taliban

Rahmani does not believe now is the right time.
The American intelligence community is also
concerned about the potential impacts from the troop
withdrawal. Once senior
Biden administration of-

nations. The New York
Times reports that this
is a serious blow to Iran’s
attempts to gain leverage
in the negotiations, which
they had hoped to do by
increasing their nuclear
program.
According to Al Jazeera,
Tehran has condemned the
attack as an act of “nuclear terrorism” perpetrated
by Iran’s enemies, most
notably Israel. This attack
is only the most recent in
a series of reported Israeli attempts to subdue the
Iranian nuclear weapons
program.
Israel’s history of sabotaging Iran’s nuclear ambitions is extensive. The
Associated Press explains
that the Natanz facility has
been the target of similar
attacks in the past. In 2010,
the Stuxnet computer virus, which was discovered
and widely believed to be
a joint U.S.-Israeli creation,
was used to disrupt and destroy Iranian centrifuges at
the Natanz facility. More

recently, the same site experienced a mysterious
explosion at its advanced
centrifuge facility in July of
2020, which was also credited to Israel. It has also
been reported that Israeli
intelligence carried out the
assassination of Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh, Iran’s leading nuclear scientist, in late
2020.
Unlike the previous
attacks for which Israeli
interference is suspected,
Israeli news outlets have
been open about the involvement of Mossad, Is-

rael’s intelligence agency,
in the explosion at Natanz.
According to The Jerusalem Post, not only was
Mossad behind the attack,
but the Chief of Staff of
the Israeli Defense Forces
(IDF), Lt. Gen. Aviv Kohavi, hinted to Israeli involvement, describing the
IDF’s actions throughout
the Middle East as not being “hidden from our enemies’ vision.” He continued by highlighting Israel’s
operational achievements,
saying “by virtue of clever
operational activities, the

U.S. Army soldiers of 101 Airborne Division 1st Battalion in Afghanistan.
Courtesy of Flickr

ficials disclosed the plans
of the withdrawal, the U.S.
intelligence community expressed unease about the future of the U.S.-backed government in Kabul, which
has steadily lost ground
against the resurgent Taliban forces, states Al Jazeera.
“The Afghan government will struggle to hold
the Taliban at bay if the coalition withdraws support,”
said the U.S. assessment,
which was sent to Congress.
“Kabul continues to face
setbacks on the battlefield,
and the Taliban is confident
it can achieve military victory,” furthers Al Jazeera.
In response to the anticipated U.S. withdrawal,
NATO is coordinating their
own troop withdrawal. Secretary of State Anthony
Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin briefed
NATO officials on the
U.S. decision to withdraw
in Brussels and quickly
won support from the alliance, states The Associated
Press. The U.S. will coordinate with NATO allies and
partners for a drawdown

of their forces within the
same time frame, a senior
Biden administration official states, and has told
the Taliban that any attacks
on U.S. troops during that
process will “be met with a
forceful response,” reports
NPR. Furthermore, NATO
has agreed to withdraw
roughly 7,000 non-American forces from Afghanistan and will be departing
within a few months, The
Associated Press furthers.
Blinken also traveled to
Afghanistan to discuss the
change in U.S.-Afghan relations with Afghan officials.
“I wanted to demonstrate
with my visit the ongoing
commitment of the United States to the Islamic Republic and the people of
Afghanistan,” Blinken said
as he met President Ghani
in Kabul. He added that
“the partnership is changing,
but the partnership is enduring,” according to NBC.

past year was one of the
most secure years” for the
Israeli people.
Although the goal of
the attack was ultimately
to deter the regrowth of
the Iranian nuclear program, it may have adverse
implications. Along with
the safety risk of driving
an already sensitive program further underground,
CNN reports that Iran has
announced it will begin to
enrich uranium at a much
higher level than before
the attacks against Natanz.
Tehran plans to increase
enrichment from 20 percent to 60 percent enrichment, much closer to the
90 percent needed to develop a nuclear bomb. The
Biden Administration has
referred to the measure as
a “provocative announcement” that calls into question Tehran’s seriousness
about negotiations in Vienna.
Iran has long maintained
that its nuclear program is
peaceful and aimed at ener-

gy development. However,
due to the fact that Iranian leaders have long called
for the destruction of the
“Zionists,” Israel sees increased nuclear activity as
an existential threat. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has vehemently
opposed any return to the
previous Iran Nuclear Deal
and seeks to deal with the
Iranian issue on his own
terms.
Despite these recent
moves in the conflict, The
New York Times explains
that the latest offensive
action against the Natanz
nuclear facility highlights
a growing issue for the
Iranian regime. Because
of the level and scope of
the attack, Iran has begun
to suspect infiltration of
the highest level of its security apparatus. The Iranian Revolutionary Guard
Corps, which is responsible
for both securing nuclear
sites and protecting nuclear
scientists, may face internal
backlash from the regime.
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Iranian Nuclear Facility Attacked, Tehran Vows Revenge
Joshua Powanda
Staff Writer
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif has vowed to “take
revenge” against those responsible following an attack on an Iranian nuclear
production facility in Natanz. BBC News explains
that an explosion inside the
facility cut off electricity to
both the central and backup power systems. Not
only did the attack damage
many critical centrifuges,
but the lack of power has
forced work to cease at the
facility.
The attack comes at a
pinnacle moment in the
indirect U.S.-Iran negotiations in Vienna. After the
Biden Administration expressed their willingness
to come back to the negotiating table following
America’s previous withdrawal from the controversial Iran Nuclear Deal,
the EU spearheaded unofficial talks between the two
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Denmark Revokes Residency of Syrian Refugees
Jasmine Ortega
Staff Writer
Denmark has recently
come under international
criticism for its decision
to revoke Syrian refugees’
residency permits. It is the
first European country to
do so. This is especially
surprising given that Denmark was the first country
to sign the United Nations
Refugee Convention in
1952, according to VICE.
NPR explains that this
decision was preceded by a
2019 Danish report claiming that the security situation in some parts of Syria
has “improved significantly.” Yet, according to The
Guardian, many international human rights organizations have criticized this
analysis, stating that the security situation has only appeared to improve because
the repressive regime under Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad has been able to
retain control of the area.
“The very reason the
general level of violence in
greater Damascus has fallen is that it has come under the full control of one

of the most [violent] and
notoriously repressive regimes,” said Villads Zahle,
a communications officer
at the European Council
for Refugees and Exiles, an
umbrella organization that
protects the rights of refugees in Europe, according to VICE. “It makes no
sense that the authorities
would send back Syrian refugees to an area controlled
by a government they
don’t recognize and refuse
to cooperate with due to
their human rights abuses.”
Since Denmark does

not recognize Assad’s government, it cannot deport
refugees to Syria. Therefore, most refugees have
been sent to “detention
centers” where residents
can choose to either live
indefinitely, voluntarily go
back to Syria, or “go underground” to another European country, NPR reports.
As of now, this policy
only affects people from
certain areas of Syria who
were initially granted asylum because they were escaping civil war, according
to The Associated Press.

The policy does not apply to individuals who can
point to a specific threat to
their lives, such as men who
would potentially face conscription into Assad’s army.
The policy’s exceptions
mean that it has disproportionately affected women
and children. Single women are typically sent to the
Kaershovedgaard deportation center, where even
simple activities, such as
cooking, are prohibited.
Many human rights activists have described the
centers as prisons, with

Syrian refugees in Suruc receive provisions and supplies from the Danish Refugee Council.
Courtesy of Flickr

the only difference being
that residents can go out
in the daytime, the Associated Press furthers.
This policy has been
criticized as demonstrating
the country’s increasingly racist and right-leaning
stance on immigration.
According to The Washington Post, Denmark has
also applied this policy
to Somali refugees, many
of whom have since been
forced
“underground.”
The thousands of Syrian refugees currently residing in Denmark had
originally been attracted to
the country for its historically welcoming stance on
refugees. Yet according to
Michala Bendixen, head of
the Danish refugee advocacy group Refugees Welcome, this is precisely the
reputation that the government is hoping to get rid of.
“We have a new expression now among migrant
researchers called ‘negative
nation branding,’” she explained to NPR. Bendixen
added that the government
is attempting to create a
bad narrative around the
life of an asylum seeker in

Denmark, hoping to discourage others. Denmark is
trying to create the impression among refugee seekers that “you should never
feel safe or secure about
your future here, because
even if you are among the
lucky ones who are granted asylum, you will be
kicked out sooner or later.”
In a maneuver to capture
the populist vote from the
conservative Danish People’s Party, Danish Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen
was able to secure a victory
for the Social Democrats by
maintaining a staunch anti-immigration policy, The
Washington Post reports.
According to Al Jazeera,
Denmark has stated a goal
of attracting “zero asylum seekers.” It has also
instituted a policy which
offers special grants for
Syrian returnees, though
the offer has only been
accepted by 137 Syrians.
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Sinovac’s Efficacy Remains Unclear After Trials
Lauren-Marie Diawatan
Staff Writer
On April 11, 2021,
the director of the Chinese Center for Disease
Control and Prevention,
Gao Fu, acknowledged
that China’s domestically
produced vaccines offer
little protection against
COVID-19,
reports
The Associated Press.
According to BBC
News, Gao explained
that the vaccine process
could be improved by increasing the number of
doses each person is given or by mixing different

vaccines. However, he
rescinded the comment
in a statement to Global
Times, a state-run media
outlet, saying that all of
the world’s vaccines, not
just China’s, have varying protection rates. BBC
News furthers that Gao
emphasized that improving vaccine efficacy “is
a question that needs to
be considered by scientists around the world.”
China has produced
four different vaccines,
and 100 million Chinese
citizens have received
an initial vaccine dose.
Sinovac is a major

China’s Sinovac vaccine is under scrutiny due to low efficacy rates.
Courtesy of Flickr

producer of
China’s
COVID-19 vaccines, reports BBC News. Sinovac’s vaccine, CoronaVac,
exposes the body to the
virus by injecting dead
viral particles to avoid
a disease response. Like
the Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine, CoronaVac can
be refrigerated at 2-8 degrees Celsius, while Western vaccines Moderna and
Pfizer must be kept at -20
degrees Celsius and -70 degrees Celsius, respectively.
In contrast to Sinovac’s inoculation method,
Moderna and Pfizer are
mRNA vaccines, injecting

the patient with some of
the virus’ genetic code to
trigger the body into producing proteins to prepare the immune system
to recognize and attack
the virus itself. Associate
Professor Luo Dahai of
the Nanyang Technological University explains
that CoronaVac’s traditional inoculation method is more successful in
comparison to mRNA
vaccines, which “are a
new type of vaccine” with
“currently no successful
example of them being
used in the population.”
Brazilian trials of Sinovac’s vaccine reported an
efficacy rate of 50.7 percent, a rate that is barely
above the established 50
percent threshold to receive approval from the
World Health Organization, says The Economist.
In contrast, a real-world
trial only reported the
vaccine to be 49.6 percent
effective against symptomatic cases, falling to
35.1 percent when asymptomatic cases were included. However, results from
later-stage trials in Turkey
reported an efficacy of
83.5 percent. Bloomberg
News states that while the
vaccine’s effectiveness is

barely above the WHO’s
threshold, its 100 percent
efficacy in moderate to severe coronavirus cases is
highly valuable for a vaccine. The varying results
between Brazil, Indonesia, and Turkey are difficult to compare due to the
varying trial procedures,
as well as the P.1 variant
present in Brazil. It is unclear if CoronaVac could
be used to reach herd immunity due to factors such
as protection from virus
transmission and different
variants. Using a less effective vaccine requires more
people to be vaccinated.
Reuters reports that
a recent trial from Chile
says that Sinovac was 67
percent effective against
symptomatic
infection
and 80 percent effective against death. Chilean Vice Trade Minister
Rodrigo Yanez said the
trial results are “a game
changer for the vaccine,”
and he emphasized that
it “ratifies quite graphically the discussion over
its efficacy.” The trade
minister made a deal with
Sinovac to hold its clinical trials and buy 60 million doses of the drug
over the next three years.
BBC News says that

CoronaVac is only fully
authorized by China. The
highest importers of the
vaccine in Asia are Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,
Pakistan, and the Philippines, while in Latin
America Brazil, Mexico,
Colombia, and Ecuador
have purchased the shot.
In Africa, Zimbabwe, Somalia, Benin, Tunisia, and
Somalia have already received shots from China.
On April 15, the World
Health Organization-Europe vaccination expert
Siddharta Datta reported
that the WHO was communicating with Sinovac
and considering establishing an emergency listing
for their vaccines, Reuters
reports. An emergency
WHO listing is a preliminary condition of a vaccine purchase by the COVAX initiative, established
to help poorer countries
acquire vaccines. A decision for one of these
vaccines could be made
on April 26 according to
a WHO review panel, followed by another meeting
on May 3 if necessary.
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1,800 Inmates Escape in Nigerian Prison Break
Kristen McGuire
Staff Writer
In the early hours of
April 5, gunmen attacked
the Owerri Custodial
Centre in Imo State, a region in Southeast Nigeria,
freeing over 1800 inmates,
according to BBC News.
The New York Times explains that the attack on
the prison was just one of
a series of attacks against
several police and military
facilities that have taken
place since late February.
There have been several different types of
responses by Nigerian officials in the wake of the
attack. The Minister of
Interior, Rauf Aregbesola, has promised that no
inmate who returns voluntarily will be charged
with unlawful escape. The
New York Times furthers
that prison officials are
attempting to “[appeal]
to the good citizens of
Imo State” to help “facilitate the recovery effort,” per their statement.
However, as of April 23,

only a small number of
escapees have returned.
Other officials have
taken on a harsher tone
in response to the attack.
According to The New
York Times, Mohammed
Adamu, the former inspector-general of police,
reportedly instructed his
officers to “deal with [attackers] ruthlessly” and
“unleash your full arsenal
on them.” Similarly, aggressive rhetoric was used
by Nigerian President
Muhammadu
Buhari,
who denounced the attack on the Owerri facility
as an “act of terrorism”
and accused the separatist group Indigenous
People of Biafra (IPOB)
of orchestrating it. IPOB
spokesman Emmanuel
Powerful denied the allegations of involvement
by IPOB and their paramilitary wing, the Eastern Security Network,
in a statement, asserting,
“[We] have no business
with the said attacks…
It is not our mandate to
attack security person-

nel or prison facilities.”
Hostility
between
IPOB, which was declared
a terrorist organization in
2017, and the Nigerian
government has persisted for years, according to
The Associated Press. A
2016 Amnesty International report found that
Nigerian security forces
committed “gross human
rights violations” the year
prior when it suppressed
demonstrations by supporters of IPOB, killing
at least 150 peaceful pro-

testers. The Wall Street
Journal explains that the
two parties also clashed
again earlier this year in
Orlu, which led the Nigerian military to conduct
airstrikes before a ceasefire was eventually called.
Tensions
between
the two parties originate
from the Nigerian Civil
War that took place from
1967 to 1970, according
to BBC News. A military coup in 1966, during
which a number of prominent political figures were

assassinated by mostly
ethnically Igbo officers,
was followed by months
of massacres against Igbo
people living in Northern
Nigeria. BBC News explains that this caused a
mass movement of Igbo
people to the east, who
eventually seceded to
create the independent
state of Biafra. However,
this independence was
short-lived. Following almost three years of civil
war, the separatist leaders
were forced to surrender,

clear power to address
climate change, energy
poverty, and economic
development. In addition,
concerns over nuclear safety led several countries to
opt for phasing out nuclear
power altogether, reports
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).
In the decade since the
incident, Fukushima has
been undergoing a cold
shutdown wherein cooling
and preventing the release
of radioactive materials
became the forefront of
cleanup efforts.
The water, which is a
mixture of fluids used to
cool the core of nuclear
reactors, is expected to be
filtered through a complex
treatment system designed
to reduce dangerous levels
of radionuclides to trace
amounts. The treatment,
however, cannot separate
tritium, a radioactive isotope of hydrogen. Experts
consider tritium to be
harmless in small amounts
and internationally accepted levels will be achieved
by diluting the tainted water before pumping it into

the ocean, Reuters reports.
Scientists have said that
with dilution, the treated
water poses no scientifically detectable risk. Since
tritium has a half-life of
around 12 years, it will only
take a matter of decades
to disappear from the environment. However, radiation from tritium can
still be ingested, albeit the
scientific consensus is that
it does not pose a threat to
human health, according to
BBC News.
According to The Economist, both the United
States and the IAEA have
endorsed this approach,
noting it is “both technically feasible and in line with
international
practice.”
However, while Japanese
Prime Minster Yoshihide
Suga has claimed that the
decision is Japan’s most realistic option, the later has
been met with fierce criticism from both domestic
and international actors,
reports VOA.
South Korea called the
decision “utterly intolerable” and accused Japan
of taking “unilateral ac-

tion” without regard for its
neighbors. China has also
cited “grave concerns” and
reserved the right to take
further action if Japan continues without consulting
the international community. According to CNBC,
South Korean President
Moon Jae-in has gone as
far to call for officials to
find ways of referring Japan’s move to the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Seas.
Concerns have also
been raised over the environmental impact of
the decision; residents

of Fukushima fear it will
destroy the local fishing
industry which is already
suffering after a decade of
self-imposed limits. Moreover, The New York Times
reports that a national poll
issued by The Asahi Shimbun found 55 percent of
respondents opposed the
water dump. Such criticism
has been dismissed by Japan as unscientific, noting
that releasing treated water into oceans is a routine
practice among nuclear
plants around the world.
The IAEA confirmed
that releasing into the

The attack on the Owerri Custodial Centre was one of many violent incidents in Southeast Nigeria.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

and Biafra once again
became a part of Nigeria. Despite this failed
attempt, some still hold
out hope of creating an
independent Biafra again,
especially in the southeast
region of the country.
Quelling separatist efforts is just one problem
that President Buhari and
his government faces in
a country that is growing
increasingly unstable internally. VOA News describes that other threats
include ongoing jihadist insurgencies in the
Northeast, banditry, and
a spree of kidnappings.
These matters reflect
the far deeper-seeded
issues of religious divisions between the Muslim-majority North and
Christian-majority South
and the struggles of the
central government to
maintain internal security in the African nation.
Contact Kristen at
kristen.mcguire@student.shu.
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Japan to Dump Water from Fukushima into
Pacific Ocean

Charleigh Stone
Staff Writer

The Tokyo Electric
Power Company (TEPCO) is on track to release
over a million tons of contaminated water from the
Fukushima nuclear plant
into the Pacific Ocean as
part of its cleanup efforts.
The first release is anticipated to begin in 2023,
with the total process expecting to last over a decade. The move comes as
water continues to accumulate, despite the plant
being
decommissioned
following a massive earthquake and tsunami in 2011.
The infamous incident
damaged the plant’s nuclear reactors and cooling
system, forcing more than
150,000 people to evacuate
the area. Amid increasing
water levels over the years
since, the plant’s 1.37 million ton-capacity is expected to be full by late 2022,
forcing TEPCO into action, reports CNBC.
The Fukushima nuclear meltdown put a hold
on plans to scale up nu-

ocean is a disposal method utilized by other plants
around the world. Moreover, a nuclear engineering professor, Brent Heuser, who spoke to CNBC,
claimed the decision is
“simply not a concern”
and will have “zero environmental impact,” despite
concerns from international environmental groups.
Rather, Heuser suggests
environmental focus remains on plastic pollution.
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The Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station melted down in 2011, resulting in a severe nuclear accident.
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Conservative Banker Wins Ecuadorian Election
Shweta Parthasarathy
Staff Writer
Voters in Ecuador
elected Guillermo Lasso, a conservative banker, to serve as president
for the next four years.
Lasso won the runoff
election with just 52.5
percent of the votes, reports The Economist, after claiming a spot in the
runoff with a lead of a
half a percentage point.
Lasso defeated Andres
Arauz, a left-leaning politician, in a nationwide
turn away from liberalism.
According to The Associated Press, Arauz is widely considered the protégé
of former President Rafael Correa, who reportedly became increasingly
authoritarian towards the
end of his decade-long
term. Correa was recently imprisoned after being embroiled in a corruption scandal. Correa
was succeeded by Lenín
Moreno, who did not
seek re-election this year.

National
discontent
towards Correa, Moreno,
and their leftist policies
allowed Lasso to gain the
upper hand, although he
will face strong Correista
opposition in Congress as
his term begins. According to Reuters, Arauz was
convicted in absentia on
bribery charges, which,
along with his strong connections to the apparently
corrupt Correa, created
an air of suspicion and
helped Lasso win. Arauz
conceded, despite earlier
statements from his campaign claiming election
fraud, and wished Lasso
luck. He called the result
“an electoral stumble, but
not a political or moral defeat” and said it was time
to “move on, build bridges, and create consensus,”
according to BBC News.
Lasso’s primary objective for the beginning of
his presidency is to kickstart Ecuador’s economy,
which, describes The Associated Press, was a major point of contention

Guillermo Lasso, former governor of Guayas, Ecuador.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

between the presidential
candidates. “The first
action will be to put the
economy in order, promote investment and generate employment so that
all Ecuadorians do not
emigrate, stay in Ecuador
and achieve the dreams
they want for their families here,” said Lasso at a
recent press conference.
According to NBC
News, Lasso advocated
for a free-market economy in his campaign,

while Arauz supported
a return to a more socialist economy. Lasso’s
goal is to eliminate the
national deficit without
increasing
value-added
taxes. “We are not going to raise taxes, we will
not raise VAT,” Lasso
explained. “We must be
ambitious and achieve a
zero deficit in four years
of government. We will
not depend on debt.”
Lasso has proposed
several other ideas that

rescued from the North
end of the island after not
evacuating in time, NPR
reports. Cruise ships
from Carnival and Royal
Caribbean arrived to the
island to hold residents
who cannot find shelter.
St. Vincent is running out
of clean water and damage to power lines has led
to blackouts.
La Soufrière is experiencing pyroclastic flow,
meaning it is spewing gas,
ash, and debris at high
speeds. This is more dangerous than lava, which
is slow moving and contained. The ash fall is so
intense that it has blocked
out sunlight over St.
Vincent. Newsweek reports that ash from La
Soufrière can be seen
falling on the island of
Barbados, which is over
100 miles away from St.
Vincent. Volcanic ash
is known to have damaging effects to health,
particularly lung health,
which poses a threat as
COVID-19 continues to
impact the island. The
ash has caused damage to
property as well, with St.
Vincent officials estimat-

ing that it will take millions of dollars to recover
from the damage, according to The Washington
Post. NPR explains that
pyroclastic flows can also
impact the environment
by boiling the surrounding sea water and increasing cloud speed. Falling
ash and pyroclastic flows
have already contaminated the water supply and
demolished crops on St.
Vincent.
This is not the first
time La Soufrière has
erupted. According to
National Geographic, the
volcano erupted at the beginning of the 20th century, killing 1600 people. It
last erupted in 1979, but
has been inactive since.
However, based on the
patterns of the previous
eruptions, the volcano
is now expected to have
continuous activity for
the next several months.
Citizens of the island are
remaining hopeful that
this eruption will be less
devastating than the previous ones.
La Soufrière is not
the only volcano that is
currently erupting. ABC

are meant to boost Ecuador’s economy, continues NBC News. He will
reportedly soon propose
new risk-sharing contracts
with private companies in
Ecuador’s oil sector, but
he reassured companies
that he would respect all
current contracts. He also
pledged to pursue free
trade agreements with the
United States, China, and
other major actors in the
global economy in order
to attract investment in
Ecuador’s companies and
infrastructure. Lasso has
promised to eliminate the
national deficit and create
jobs through his conservative economic policies.
Lasso mentioned in a
press conference that he
is dedicated to treating
immigrants with care, according to The Associated
Press. He has promised to
defend Ecuadorians living
abroad, while “also acting
humanely with Venezuelans who have arrived in
Ecuador... We cannot be
so inconsistent in asking

for a good treatment for
Ecuadorians living abroad
and mistreating foreigners living in Ecuador.”
Lasso’s election win represents a shift towards conservatism and away from
the liberalism Ecuador has
pursued for years, with
millions of people holding out hope that Lasso’s
conservative policies will
revive Ecuador’s economy.
Lasso has so far demonstrated his commitment to
improving the economy
and praised Ecuadorians
for turning the tide: “Ecuadoreans used their right
to vote to choose a new
course, very different to
that of the past 14 years.”
Contact Shweta at shweta.
parthasarathy@student.shu.edu

Volcano Erupts in St. Vincent

Sarah Hyser
Staff Writer
A series of devastating volcanic eruptions on
the island of St. Vincent
has forced thousands to
flee. According to BBC
News, the volcano La
Soufrière first erupted on
Thursday, April 9, after
a series of earthquakes,
with the most devastating eruption happening
the morning of Monday,
April 12. The volcano is
emitting a 20,000-foot
cloud of smoke, ash, and
superheated noxious gas
that can travel at over 120
miles per hour. Scientists
speculate that this eruption could continue for
weeks or even months.
Earthquakes have continued throughout the week,
but the eruptions have
slowed down. This lack
of activity could indicate
the building of a “lava
dome” within the volcano, although this has not
been confirmed. No casualties or serious injuries
have been reported thus
far.
Ralph
Gonsalves,
prime minister of St. Vin-

cent and the Grenadines,
ordered the complete
evacuation of the “Red
Zone” in the North East
and North West areas
of St. Vincent nearest to
the volcano. Gonsalves is
calling for a total evacuation of the affected areas
and warns that it could be
months before residents
are able to return to their
homes. Business Insider
reports that citizens are
being evacuated to the
neighboring islands of St.
Lucia, Grenada, Barbados, and Antigua. However, due to the COVID-19
pandemic, only residents
who have been vaccinated
are being accepted on the
other islands.
Disaster
preparedness in the Caribbean is
usually
well-organized,
but the rapid developments of this situation
have strained the disaster
response teams. 16,000
people have already been
evacuated from the area,
according to The Associated Press. Nearly
4,000 residents have taken refuge in 80 government-run shelters. Dozens of residents had to be

St. Vincent expects to experience many months of volcanic activity.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

News reports that Mauna
Loa, the world’s largest
volcano located in Hawaii,
has also started erupting after 34 earthquakes
in the past weeks. The
Geldingadalir Volcano in
Iceland is also erupting.
Volcano experts say that
this amount of activity is

interesting, but not rare.
With over 1600 active volcanoes around the world
today, all of which erupt
regularly, three volcanoes
erupting simultaneously is
merely a coincidence.
Contact Sarah at sarah.
hyser@student.shu.edu
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Heads of State from Ukraine and Turkey Meet Amid
Tensions With Russia
Zachary Schullian
Staff Writer

According to The Associated Press, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky met with Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in Istanbul
in early April to discuss
matters of national security and the de-escalation
of tensions surrounding
the Black Sea region. The
meeting between the two
heads of state occurred
as reports of a build-up
of tens of thousands
of Russian troops along
the eastern Ukrainian
border flooded international news headlines.
Ukraine and Turkey,
both European Union
(EU) membership-seeking countries, have had
their fair share of conflicts
against Russia over the
past decade. There are two
key differences between

the countries, however.
Turkey is a full-fledged
NATO member, and has
been engaged in only
proxy conflicts with Russia
in recent years. Ukraine,
on the other hand, is not
a NATO member and
has been engaged in a
seven-year long conflict,
fighting Russian backedtroops and paramilitaries within its borders.
Since 2014, there have
been 29 ceasefires in an
attempt to bring peace to
the Donbass region. Nevertheless, fighting persists
to this day and has caused
the deaths of an estimated
14,000 people since 2014.
In a joint press conference, Zelensky said, “I informed the Turkish parties
in detail about the situation
in the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine
-- Donbass and Crimea
-- in particular about the
violation of human rights

on the peninsula and its
ongoing militarization.”
He also asserted that Turkey’s support was critical
to the “restoration” of
the war-torn eastern provinces. Turkish President
Erdoğan responded by
saying “We do not wish
the escalation of tensions
in our shared geography
under any circumstance.”
Ukraine and Turkey
have made numerous
trade, energy, and defense agreements, in addition to establishing a
passport-free travel zone
in 2017, according to Al
Jazeera. Both countries
share similar interests in
opposing Russian expansion in the region, despite
disagreeing over certain
issues such as in Syria, Libya, or Nagorno-Karabakh.
Despite Turkey’s purchase of the S-400 missle
system and Erdoğan’s relationship with Russian Pres-

ident Vladimir Putin, Russia and Turkey have been
essentially engaged in a
cold war for decades, Al Jazeera furthers. Places such
as Northern Syria and Libya have proven that Turkey
is willing to engage in conflict to pursue its ambition
as a top regional power.
Soon after the two leaders held their meetings in
Istanbul, Russia announced
it would restrict flights
to and from Turkey amid
the rising hostilities, according to Reuters. Citing
COVID-19 precautions as
the official reason for the
decision, Russian Deputy Prime Minister Tatiana
Golikova did not mention
that politics influenced
their decision in any way.
Importantly, Turkey is
a key destination for Russian tourists. Since 2018,
Turkey has been experiencing a currency and debt
crisis. The pandemic has

had a catastrophic effect
on tourism throughout the
world, especially in Europe, where tourism is one
of the most crucial sectors
of the economy. Turkey
has been particularly hit
hard due to dealing with
multiple crises at once.
In a video obtained
from the Associated Press,
The New York Times
reports NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg criticized the Russian
buildup of troops surrounding the eastern-occupied regions, calling it
“unjustified and deeply
concerning.” Stoltenberg
added that NATO is sending naval support and ships
to the Black Sea and that,
“we are constantly looking
to see how we can step up
and provide more practical support to Ukraine.”
Reuters reports that, a
day after Russia announced
the restrictions on flights

to Turkey, Erdoğan told
reporters that Turkey is
“not picking sides” regarding the Ukrainian-Russian
conflict. He also warned
other countries to refrain
from feeding what he
called “belligerent sentiment” into Ukraine.
Meanwhile, Russia insists it has no intention
of
invading Ukraine.
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
described the idea as part
of a “propaganda campaign.” She noted, “Russia
is not interested in fueling a civil war in Donbas
and will do everything to
protect its citizens and
ensure peace,” according
to The Washington Post.

Contact Zachary at
zachary.schullian@student.
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New Zealand Passes Legislation for Paid
Miscarriage Leave
Shawn Tuman
Staff Writer
There has long been
a positive correlation between employer support
and productivity in the
workplace. In response to
this, Employment New
Zealand reports that New
Zealand’s parliament recently passed legislation
that provides a mandated, three-day paid time
off policy to women and

spouses who have experienced a miscarriage
during their pregnancy..
This sweeping legislative act is not without its
obligatory stipulations,
BBC News explains.
First and foremost, there
is a requirement that the
pregnancy must reach a
minimum of 20 weeks
prior to the miscarriage
for the paid leave to be
put into effect. Second,
this mandated paid time

off (PTO) is specific to
miscarriage and stillbirth.
Third, considering the
2020 legislation that determines that abortion
would no longer be considered illegal in New
Zealand, the current legislation does not include
abortion as a PTO-rendering form of miscarriage. Fourth, this bill also
applies to parents experiencing pregnancy through
surrogacy or adoption.

New Zealand’s parliament passed legislation mandating at least three days of paid miscarriage leave.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

This
legislation,
brought forth by Member of Parliament (MP)
Ginny Anderson, has
been a long time coming. According to the
Global Legal Monitor,
it was first proposed in
parliament in June 2019,
after being drawn from
the members’ ballot in
2018. This initiative was
championed by MP Anderson, who has served
as a dedicated advocate
after having experience
a miscarriage herself. On
many occasions, MP Anderson was, and continues to be, an active voice
speaking out on behalf of
women and couples who
have suffered miscarriages across New Zealand.
One to two out of every
ten pregnant women in
New Zealand have suffered a miscarriage, The
New York Times reports.
After
miscarriage,
many women and couples were left without the
proper support systems
with only sick days available to both potentially bury their miscarried
child and grieve. This
legislation puts New Zea-

land’s workforce at the
forefront of developed
nations by having such
miscarriage laws in place.
Currently, the Unite
States does not have any
comparable legislation.
In respect to putting
forth laws and regulations
regarding various types
of employer support in
the workplace, research
demonstrates how this
may positively and directly
impact long-term worker
happiness and productivity. New Zealand is not the
only country with such
legislation. The Washington Post describes that
Australia, Britain, India,
and the Philippines all offer a variety of PTO options for women who suffer a miscarriage between
12 and 24 weeks of pregnancy and, in some cases, their spouses as well.
The recently enacted legislation approving
three days of PTO guarantees for employees who
have suffered a miscarriage after the minimum
20-week gestation period
is considered by some to
be a step in the right direction toward providing

adequate healthcare for
employees in New Zealand.
Nevertheless, it is important to note that even
the strongest advocates
of this legislation, such as
pregnancy loss educator,
Vicki Collins, feel that this
is the beginning of a powerful movement. When
interviewed about the bill
passing, she responded,
“I’m celebrating it,” […]
“but I want to see us keeping this compassion going
and looking further into
the needs of these parents,” According to NPR.
This statement rings strong
with hope that law makers
in New Zealand and elsewhere will continue to remain cognizant. NPR continues, that when addressing
such sensitive matters, MP
Anderson
emphasized,
“Grief is not a sickness, it is
a loss. And loss takes time.”
Contact Shawn at
shawn.tuman@student.shu.edu
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Catalonia
Kiara McGaughey
Staff Writer
The Spanish autonomous region of Catalonia
is one with its own rich
and distinct culture, customs, and language developed over thousands
of years. Catalonian separatist movements have
strengthened their presence and reignited the
debate of whether there
should be an autonomous
Catalan state.
Catalonia has seen
multiple separatist movements and rebellions as
far back as the 17th century. In the 20th century, the
region’s freedoms were
stripped after the Spanish
civil war under the fascist
dictator Francisco Franco – practicing Catalan
customs and speaking the
native language became
greatly discouraged and
sometimes illegal, according to Smithsonian Magazine. After Franco fell
from power, Catalonia

regained autonomy under
the 1978 Spanish constitution, according to BBC.
In 2006, the region
was classified as a nation
by Spain in an autonomy
statute and given the same
taxation responsibilities
as Spain’s central government as the region began
to prosper. However, this
status was revoked by the
Spanish
Constitutional
Court in 2010. Tensions
were further exasperated between Catalans and
Spain during Spain’s financial crisis in 2008 that
forced public spending
cuts in the area. Many
Catalans also felt overly
taxed and that too little
went toward public services. The crisis only reinforced feelings that the
region should be independent.
Given the strength of
Catalonia’s national identity and the region’s history with separatist movements and rebellions,
today’s
independence
movement stems from

the history and politics
of the region. Catalonia’s
separatist movement became incredibly predominant in 2013 when the regional parliament, as well
as the leader of the Union
and Convergence party
Artur Mas, called for a
referendum to be held the
following year regarding
Catalonian opinion on independence from Spain.
The referendum was suspended by Spanish Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy,
but Mas proceeded with
the referendum by claiming that it was an informal
poll. One-third of voters
in Catalonia voted on the
referendum, where an
estimated 80 percent of
participants voted in favor
of independence.
In 2015, Catalan separatist parties won a regional election and scheduled
a full referendum through
the regional parliament
for October 1, 2017, a
move considered illegal
by Spain’s constitutional
court. Spanish authorities

attempted to seize ballot
forms and arrested multiple pro-independence
officials. On the day of
the vote, police tried to
stop voters from entering
polling offices and used
excessive force, injuring
hundreds, reports Human Rights Watch. Many
could not vote due to interference by authorities,
and voter turnout was reportedly only 42 percent.
Of those able to vote, 90
percent were in favor of
independence. However,
due to voting difficulties
and ballots getting lost,
this number is relatively
unreliable. Reuters reports
that later polls showed
that only 47.2 percent favored independence.
After the referendum,
the Spanish government
enacted emergency powers to dissolve the Catalan
parliament after it voted
to declare independence
from Spain. While many
of the parliament’s leaders were arrested, regional
President Carles Puig-

demont was able to escape
to Belgium. The leaders
were to stand on trial on
the charges of sedition,
though many across Spain
protested the trial, reports
EFE News. UN leaders
also urged Spain to not
press charges against the
parliament members, according to the UN Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
ABC News reports that
support for separatism in
the region has remained
strong even amid the
COVID-19 pandemic and
wins by the pro-union Socialist Party in recent elections. Separatist leaders
have stated that Catalonia
would have fared better in
the pandemic had it been
independent,
pointing
towards the Spanish government’s failures during
the crisis, according to
Reuters. Despite the continued strong support for
separatism, proponents
of an independent Catalonia face many obstacles.
Puigdemont, who is cur-

rently in exile in Belgium,
has lost immunity from the
European Parliament and
may be sent back to Spain,
the New York Times states,
where he may be tried by
Spanish courts on sedition
charges.

authorities have been in
control of the area.
Meanwhile, in the
mountains of Iraqi
Kurdistan,
where
Kurdish and Assyrian communities established a home for
thousands of years,
three former Kurdish peshmerga soldiers
were missing and recently found dead. The
Guardian reports that
the bodies were “torn
to pieces” in a Turkish
drone strike. This attack adds to the growing number of civilian
casualties as Turkey increases tensions in the
fight between Kurdish
militants on its borders.
The Turkish defense
ministry also stated that
“five Kurdistan Workers’ party (PKK) combatants were ‘neutralized’ in Iraq,” reports
The Guardian. In 2017,
Iraqi Kurds proposed
independence for Iraqi
Kurdistan. Moreover, in
Turkey, the Kurds strive
for political rights but
continue to have some

political influence.
The Economist reports that the Kurds
seem to have established that too much
pressure for independence is dangerous in
Iraq and Syria. Despite
the many gains and
losses for the Kurds,
they continue to face
different
challenges
across the Middle East.

Contact Kiara at kiara.mcgaughey@student.shu.edu

Kurdistan
Juliet Nangini
Staff Writer

Among global separatist
movements,
the Kurds stand as the
largest nation without an independent
state and make up the
fourth-largest ethnic
group in the Middle
East, according to BBC
News. There is an estimated population of 30
million Kurds scattered
across the mountainous
regions within the borders of Armenia, Iran,
Iraq, Syria, and Turkey. The Kurds often
say that they have “no
friends but the mountains.” The Economist
also reports that “internal division has been
one of their worst enemies.”
Proposals for an independent
Kurdish
state range as far back
as the First World War.
The Treaty of Sevres
of 1920, a pact between
the Allies and the Ottoman Empire after the

end of World War I, featured an Allied proposal for an independent
Kurdistan.
However,
this was followed by the
Treaty of Lausanne of
1923, which provided
the Republic of Turkey with international
recognition as the sovereign successor of the
Ottoman Empire. With
the new boundaries established through this
treaty, the provision for
a Kurdish state was forgotten and led to the
suppression and limitation of rights for Kurds
that are still seen today.
The levels of Kurdish
autonomy and oppression vary between each
country. In 1988, Iraqi
dictator Saddam Hussein launched nerve gas
attacks against Kurdish
communities. The United States, Britain, and
several other countries
supplied humanitarian
aid to Iraqi Kurdistan
and established a no-fly
zone. Now, more than
thirty years after the
chemical attacks, fam-

ilies are still trying to
identify and bury the
victims of the attack.
According to Al Jazeera, several mass
graves filled with bodies that were believed
to be killed by Saddam
Hussein’s regime were
found in Southern
Iraq in 2019.
Meanwhile, Syrian
Kurds have been in
the fight against the
Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria. The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)
have received military
and diplomatic support from the U.S. According to Voice of
America, the Kurds
are hopeful that they
will have continued
support from the U.S/
after Biden’s victory
in the election, as they
“have a common objective to defeat terrorism in Syria.” This
came after worries
produced by the U.S.’s
partial troop withdrawal from Syria in

October 2019, which
was followed by a Turkish invasion of the region. During the campaign event in October
2019, Biden expressed
that the decision to
withdraw was a “complete failure,” citing the
risk of Turkish attacks
on Syrian Kurds due to
their perception of Syrian Kurdish fighters as
terrorists, reports Voice
of America. Additionally, Kurdish officials
are advocating for U.S.
support in unity talks
between rival Kurdish
groups in Syria.
Al Jazeera reports
that Kurdish forces
arrested nine people,
some of whom were
suspected
members
of the Islamic State, in
northeast Syria. Over
the past few months, violence has increased in
the area, particularly in
the al-Hol camp where
over 60,000 people reside. Since the U.S.-led
coalition captured the
last area held by the
Islamic State, Kurdish
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Nagorno-Karabakh
Mia DiPaola
Staff Writer
Violence erupted in
late 2020 between Armenia and Azerbaijan in Nagorno-Karabakh, a disputed territory self-declared
as the Republic of Artsakh
by its majority Armenian
population. Amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
region became a tinderbox
waiting to erupt into conflict following the 1994
ceasefire.
Centuries of tensions
once again sparked the
conflict, as a six-week war
broke out between Armenia and Azerbaijan in
late September 2020. The
majority of the region is
ethnically Armenian but
recognized by the international community as part
of Azerbaijan,. According
to the New York Times,
thousands were killed as
Azerbaijan reclaimed large
swaths of territory lost decades earlier to Armenia.
Backed by Turkey, Azerbaijan used sophisticated
drone attacks in addition

to the powerful, longrange rocket artillery used
by both sides.
Fighting has been rife
since 1988, reports BBC
News. Tension between
the Christian Armenians
and the Turkic Azeris
has been a centuries-long
norm, but the two groups
coexisted in relative peace
until the 20th century.
The then-newly-formed
Soviet Bolshevik government created the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region with an
ethnic Armenian majority
inside the Soviet Socialist Republic of Azerbaijan. As the Soviet Union’s
power declined, war broke
out among Armenian secessionists and the Azerbaijani military when the
region’s population voted
to join Armenia. In 1991,
Karabakh declared itself
an independent republic,
though not even its closest
ally and main financial and
military backer, Armenia,
has officially recognized
its independence.
The war ended in 1994

with a Russia-brokered
cease-fire. At that point,
Armenia controlled Nagorno-Karabakh and 20
percent of the surrounding Azerbaijani territory,
according to the Council
of Foreign Relations. The
cease-fire effectively halted
conflict for over a decade,
but the simmering tension
again boiled over in April
of 2016. After four days
of intense fighting that
left more than 300 dead, a
new cease-fire was called,
but talks broke down and
left repeated cease-fire violations and high tension
in its wake.
The brief but bloody
war last year has put Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan in hot water.
The Wall Street Journal
reports that “turmoil has
engulfed Armenia.” Dissatisfied with the truce
agreement,
Armenians
have taken to the streets in
protest and called for the
resignation of Mr. Pashinyan. The prime minister
has so far refused to resign
but called for a snap elec-

tion which will take place
in June. As the main backer of Armenians in Karabakh, this election will
likely have a lasting impact
on the region.
The looming election
only adds to the political
uncertainty of the region,
as the most recent war in
Karabakh disrupted the
breakaway state’s politics,
according to Radio Free
Europe Radio Liberty. Initially following the ceasefire, many of the ethnic
Armenians in Karabakh
demanded the resignation
of de facto President Arayik Harutiunian. However,
he currently is still in power despite replacing nearly his entire cabinet since
November 10 and promising to resign. The other contender for political
power is Karabakh’s influential security chief, Vitaly
Balasanian. The two competed against each other in
the 2020 presidential election, in which Mr. Harutiunian narrowly won and
Mr. Balasanian secured 15
percent of the vote and

finished third. While the
future of the presidency is
uncertain, one thing is not:
Russia’s strong presence in
the region.
What was once a local
dispute has grown into a
regional issue as Turkey
and Russia become further
embroiled in the conflict
and exert their influence
– The Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict is just the latest in
a series of proxy wars between the two states. After
competitions in Syria and
Libya where Russia and
Turkey-backed opposing
factions, Nagorno-Karabakh is the next battleground. Turkey, through
its recent backing of
Azerbaijan, played a much
larger role in the conflict
than before and proved itself a valuable ally. Russia
plays a more visible role
in the conflict, both in its
longtime backing of Armenia and in its new role
as a peacekeeping force in
Karabakh. An unnamed
official said Harutiunian
has remained in power in
Karabakh through Rus-

sian backing. Radio Free
Europe reports the official as saying, “I don’t
think [Harutiunian] is going anywhere… he said he
wouldn’t leave because the
Russians want him there.”
While the situation
seems bleak, Brookings
reports that there could
be some hope for lasting peace. Lasting peace
between Azerbaijan and
Armenia, particularly over
Nagorno-Karabakh, may
seem impossible due to
the centuries of tension,
but experts believe that
Turkey could serve as an
“honest broker”. Turkey
previously
endeavored
to repair its relationship
with Armenia, including
offering condolences to
the families of Armenians
killed during World War I.
There is still work to be
done, however, as Armenia desires recognition and
acknowledgment of the
Armenian Genocide.
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Western Sahara
Chimdi Chukwukere
Staff Writer
Following its establishment in 1945, the United
Nations adopted a central commitment to the
right to self-determination
and decolonization of all
non-self-governing territories. General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV), adopted in 1960, called for
the “respect for the principles of equal rights and
self-determination of all
peoples” and declared that
“all people have the right
to self-determination by
virtue of that right they
freely determine their
political status and freely pursue their economic,
social and cultural development.” It is on this basis that Western Saharans
continue to push for their
right to self-determination
and independence from
Morocco.
Morocco
annexed
Western Sahara in 1975
through
the
‘Green
March’ when more than
350,000 Moroccan settlers moved to occupy the
Western Sahara region,
claiming it as theirs. As a
result, Morocco has been
involved in a 40-year-old

dispute with the Algeria-backed Polisario front,
a Sahrawi liberation movement. In 1975-76 it declared the independent
Sahrawi Arab Democratic
Republic (SADR) with a
government-in-exile
in
Algeria claiming control
of Western Sahara.
This region’s quest for
self-determination is peculiar on many fronts.
According to scholars,
the
self-determination
claims are legitimate and
founded on established legal norms. Foreign Policy
highlights that the International Court of Justice
issued a 1975 opinion
on Western Sahara stating that the future of the
territory should be decided ‘through the free and
genuine expression of
the will of the peoples of
the territory.’ Following
the UN-brokered truce
in 1991, the UN hoped
to initiate a referendum
on self-determination independence in the region
– one which would have
offered the organization
a viable political solution
to similar cases in the Israel-Palestine standoff, the
Kurdish-Iran debacle, and
the Kosovo case.

After becoming independent, the Sahrawi Arab
Democratic
Republic
gained recognition quickly and became one of the
founding members of the
Organization for African
Union, now known as the
African Union. The republic has been officially
recognized by 84 sovereign states, although currently, 31 have revoked
their recognition while
eight others have frozen
their recognition.
Such is the growing
recognition of SADR that
its foreign minister, Mohamed Salem Ould Salek,
recently demanded a UN
seat for the disputed territory, according to reports
from France24. The peculiarity of this case lies
in the fact that despite the
legitimacy of the SADR’s
claims and the international support it receives,
it has been impossible to
reach a political solution
acceptable to all parties
involved.
Several reasons account for this impasse, including both sides’ unwillingness to compromise.
With the UN-brokered
truce in 1991, the Security Council, in resolution

690, established the United Nations Mission for
the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO),
aimed at giving the people
of Western Sahara the opportunity to exercise their
right to self-determination. One nearly successful proposal was a 2003
peace plan advanced by
James Baker, the UN Special Envoy to MINURSO.
However, Morocco and
the Polisario front failed
to reach an agreement on
issues surrounding voter
identification and voter
eligibility, extending the
conflict to the present day.
External influences also
continue to derail efforts
to reach a peaceful solution to the Western Sahara
question. Notably, former
U.S. President Donald
Trump recognized Morocco’s sovereignty over
Western Sahara in return
for Morocco’s normalization of ties with Israel,
according to Reuters. The
U.S. also joined France
and Spain to support a
solution in 2004 based
on Morocco’s future autonomy proposal, which
conflicted with the Baker
plan. Meanwhile, the Sahrawi liberation movement

continues to enjoy support from Algeria, South
Africa, Cuba, Venezuela,
Nigeria, and many other
countries of the European Union and the African
Union.
Most analysts believe
that Morocco continues
to hold onto the region to
reap the economic benefits derived from Western Sahara. The region is
home to natural resources like phosphates, iron
ore, and recently discovered untouched offshore
oil deposits, according to
Newsweek. Western Sahara’s strategic location near
the Atlantic Ocean makes
the resource-rich bank of
immense economic value
to Morocco.
Amid recent rising
tensions following violations of the 16-year-old
ceasefire agreement by
the Polisario Front, the
UN Security Council on
Wednesday, April 21 held
closed video conference
consultations on Western Sahara. This is in accordance with the Security Council resolution
2548 of 30 October 2020
which requests the Secretary-General to brief the
Council on Western Saha-

ra “on a regular basis, and
at any time he deems appropriate during the mandate period, to include
within six months of this
mandate’s renewal” according to the Security
Council Report.
US News reports that
the leader of the Polisario
front, 73-year-old Brahim
Ghali, is hospitalized in
Spain for treatment of
COVID-19. Despite the
Saharawi liberation movement’s impatience with
the Security Council, the
UN remains the most important mediator in the
standoff. With plans afoot
in the UNSC to appoint a
Special Envoy soon, negotiations are expected to
resume. This is a test for
the UN’s ability to solve
international conflicts: if
it can succeed in Western
Sahara, then a potential
solution could be born for
other disputes between
Spain and Catalonia, the
Kurds and Iran, and Israel
and Palestine.
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Diplomacy News
Catching up with DiploLab:
Collaboration and Student Success

Jazlyn Dominguez
Staff Writer
Since Fall 2019, the
School of Diplomacy has
given students an unparalleled opportunity to conduct hands-on research
under the guidance of Professor Joseph Huddleston
through the Diplomacy
Lab (DiploLab). In a recent interview, Professor
Huddleston expressed his
wish for DiploLab to have
its own set of goals initiated and led by Diplomacy
students. According to him,
“students are the force behind its direction,” while
the collaborative research
space acts as an opportunity
generator. DiploLab introduces students to the world
of research while allowing
them to work with each
other and faculty members
to acquire knowledge creation skills. Through this
process, students are able to
begin a project, see through
all its steps, and have freedom in exploring new ideas.
Caroline Hall, Professor Huddleston’s graduate research assistant said
that “watching DiploLab
grow from a few dedicat-

ed students into a collaborative research team of
many incredible minds”
has been a highlight of her
time in graduate school.
Daniela Maquera Sardon, a senior diplomacy student and research assistant
for DiploLab, described
the research space as an
environment that forces
you to step out of your
comfort zone for personal
and academic growth. She
emphasized that “you cannot quantify how much you
learn because there’s always
something new to learn.”
She further accentuated
the lab’s open approach to
learning, where students
can address real world issues by acquiring a new set
of skills. These skills include
coding, transcribing, data
gathering, use of statistical
software, and copy editing.
Despite being in its early
stages, DiploLab has seen
a series of successes, such
as an article published in
Foreign Policy, for which
Huddleston collaborated
with research assistants Maquera Sardon and Harshana Ghoorhoo. Huddleston
and Maquera Sardon collaborated for another article

published in Political Violence at a Glance. Maquera
Sardon described these
opportunities as a “paramount step in my career.”
Students also help Huddleston in his research for
his upcoming book, focused on how self-determination movements and
separatist states use diplomacy to achieve global
recognition and independence. Research assistants
not only gather data for
the book project, but also
observe what goes behind
the scenes of publishing
a book. They investigate
real life experiences by
accessing data from Yemen, such as interviews
and surveys. According to
Hall, managing this data
collection process for the
last two years has helped
her hone the data skills she
will need for her career.
While Hall and Maquera
Sardon have been involved
with DiploLab since its
creation, Keanna Grelicha
joined the team in the fall
of 2020. For her, DiploLab
has been rewarding as “I am
gaining new knowledge and
working on current world
issues. Applying materials

that I learn in the classroom
to real-world situations is
something that I always
look forward to, and DiploLab provides that opportunity in abundance.” According to Grelicha, DiploLab
has offered her and her
peers an opportunity to not
only collaborate, but also
learn from one another. “I
value the professional, collaborative, and family-oriented environment that
DiploLab holds, and I am
certain that this experience
will keep us all connected
even after we graduate.”
Recently, Huddleston expanded DiploLab’s opportunity for research through
its collaboration with the
Center for Peace and Conflict Studies (CPCS), where
Huddleston also works.
Although he does not direct projects, Huddleston
provides research methods
and designs surveys to further assist Professor David
Wood, the director of the
center. The collaboration
originates from the center’s aim for its research to
reach a broader audience
through the assistance of
DiploLab students. Both
DiploLab and CPCS are set

Dr. Joseph Huddleston, the director of the Diplomacy Lab at Seton Hall.
Courtesy of Seton Hall University

to embark on more exciting projects with students.
The most recent evidence
of this collaboration is an
article published in The
Washington Post, co-authored by Wood, Huddleston, and Ghoorhoo.
To further the collaborative spirit of DiploLab, Professor Sara Bjerg
Moller will be joining the
list of faculties involved in
DiploLab by contributing
her own research related to
NATO. Not only will she
further introduce students
to a new research scope,
but she will also assist Professor Huddleston in plans
for next year. Her mentorship will provide research
assistants an amazing opportunity with her extensive knowledge and past

experiences with NATO.
Discussing what the future holds for DiploLab,
Huddleston hopes “DiploLab students will continue
to work together as a unit
to pursue big goals and
mentor one another.” Five
years from now, he envisions DiploLab as a stable
model with funded positions for future research assistants. Huddleston hopes
for an increase in resources
as well as increased student
control and influence on
the direction of the lab.
He concluded, “DiploLab will be what diplomacy students want it to be.”

Contact Jazlyn
at jazlyn.dominguez@
student.shu.edu

Lieutenant Colonel from U.S. Army Intelligence Speaks About
‘Terrorism and the Great Game’
Jasmine DeLeon
Staff Writer

Retired
Lieutenant
Colonel of the U.S.
Army Andy Swedlow
gave a presentation on
the use of terrorism in
the Great Game at the
School of Diplomacy on
April 8. Swedlow gave a
description on the history of the Great Game,
different ways nation
states utilized terrorism, and the effects of
terrorism on the great
power
competition.
“The use of terrorism
in the Great Game by
nation states to cover up
for their internal or external weaknesses is evident
in conflict today,” Swedlow, an expert on intelligence, the Middle East,
and North Africa, said.
At the start of his
presentation, Lt. Col.
Swedlow asserted that
Russia and China are the
main global competitors
for the United States.
According to Swedlow,
Russia has been com-

peting with the United States on the world
stage for the past ten
years. He cited Russian
bounties on American
soldiers in Afghanistan
and Russian misinformation campaigns that
are designed to hurt
credibility of the U.S.
government as evidence
of this competition.
Swedlow noted how
modern China, a relatively new world power
since the end of World
War II, has been expanding its influence
in nations all over the
world through its Belt
and Road Initiative, as
well as other projects.
He added that China
is growing increasingly aggressive toward its
neighbors,
including
Taiwan and Vietnam,
and has been testing the
extent of their restraint.
Swedlow furthered
that these activities, tied
together, “gain the affect of pulling us from
the world state or keeping us tied up where we

cannot have an impact
on what Russia and China are trying to achieve.”
According to Foreign Affairs, the Great
Game, which started
in the mid-1800s, was
characterized by an Anglo-Russian rivalry that
took form when Great
Britain started pushing
back against Russia’s
effort to expand its territory and power into
Islamic Asia. However,
the Great Game ended
without the two countries going to war, which
many people at the time
viewed as inevitable.
Swedlow described
the Great Game through
several developments,
including Great Britain’s
attempt to defend its
Indian colonies from incursions and protect its
trade routes to India. He
states that the contested
area in the Great Game
is where the Ottoman
Empire was located.
The Muslim population
“became an important
population in undermin-

ing or bolstering one’s
position in the Great
Game at the time,” according to Swedlow.
A somewhat successful use of terrorism,
Swedlow explained, is
how the Ottomans used
it after taking control of
Mecca and Medina in
the 1500s: for internal
control and to manage
restive populations. He
described that the Ottoman empire expanded
so rapidly that it did not
have the infrastructure
necessary to administer
all its location, causing
the Ottoman government to pit rival leaders
in places like Damascus and Cairo against
each other to maintain
control in the region.
The result was that the
Ottoman Empire staggered on for several
hundred years with little legitimacy within its
own borders, forcing
the empire to be constantly on guard against
attack and insurrection.
In his next example,

Swedlow cited the Serbian use of terrorism
to protect ethnic Serbs
from Austrian expansion
in the early 1990s. He
described this as a “successful but messy use
of terrorism.” In 1914,
Dragutin Dimitrijević,
a Serbian intelligence
officer and nationalist
who wanted to create
a Yugoslavian state, assisted the Black Hand,
a secret Serbian society, with the assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinanad and Sofie
Sarajevo. While Dimitrijević intended to create
a Yugoslavian state, the
assassination eventually led to World War I
“I called it successful because there was
a Yugoslavia at some
point, but it was extremely messy and
there was a lot of unintended consequences
in that use of terrorism,” Swedlow claimed.
When asked later in
the discussion about how
the United States should

counter China’s growing influence, Swedlow
drew his argument from
the previous example of
terrorism in Serbia. He
explained that while the
two ideologies of Serbian nationalist identity
and the Black Hand’s
anarchist identity seem
contradictory, working
toward a common shortterm goal was what
brought them together.
Swedlow concluded
the discussion by noting that the best way
for the United States
to challenge China is
by bringing together
countries who want to
counter China through
short-term
goals.
Contact Jasmine at
jasmine.deleon1@student.
shu.edu
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National Security Fellows from the School of Diplomacy
Brief the U.S. National Security Council
Lylian Pagan
Staff Writer

A group of 11 graduate
students recently presented their research findings
to the U.S. National Security Council under the
guidance and advisement
of Professor Mohamad
Mirghahari, a Tom and
Ruth Sharkey Distinguished Visiting Scholar
at the School of Diplomacy. Professor Mirghahari is a former Presidential Appointee under the
Obama Administration
who served as a senior advisor to the chief of staff
for the Transportation
Security Administration.
Prior to that, he spent 14
years working at the Department of Defense and
is a recipient of the Secretary of Homeland Security’s Award for Excellence.
Formerly known as
the Abd-el-Kader Fellowship, the National Security
Graduate Fellowship Program is an experimental
learning experience at the
School of Diplomacy and
International Relations,

where students present
their research to U.S.
government
officials
in the requesting agencies. The information is
then circulated among
the department, the intelligence community,
and other government
agencies.
Mirghahari
has been leading a team
of diplomacy students
to work on projects for
the State Department
for the past three years.
As part of the fellowship, the students have
the opportunity to participate in one-on-one
interviews with past and
present U.S. government
officials in areas of their
career interests. Chimdi
Chukwukere, a fellow
of the program, had the
opportunity to interview
Liberata Mulamula, the
current Tanzanian foreign minister and former
Tanzanian ambassador
to the United States.
Chukwukere found that
the experience exceeded
his expectations in many
ways. “The fellowship
equipped us with tangible

policy writing and statecraft designing skills that
will definitely help me
achieve success throughout my career in international affairs,” he said.
The program also
serves as one of the
ways in which the School
of Diplomacy makes a
difference in the global community, while
serving a vital function
to U.S. officials on foreign policy. The program has enhanced the
school’s reputation in
the public sector, allowing Seton Hall University to compete with the
Washington D.C. area’s
most elite universities.
When asked why she
decided to get involved
in the program, Caroline
Hall, a student leader in
the fellowship, replied,
“the program will allow us to become more
adaptable and take these
skills and knowledge
into any future career.”
Becca Blaser, another
student leader, hopes to
use the skills gained in
the program to “analyze

government policies and
programs in areas that
we may not have extensive knowledge of ” following her graduation.
This year’s assigned
research topic from
the Director of Intelligence was on great
power
competition
(GPC) and counterterrorism. The result of
the research was a paper titled, “Reimagining
Counterterrorism in the
Age of Great Power
Competition: Optimizing U.S. Programs and
Strategic Partnerships.”
Hall and Blaser both
highlighted that, “we
focused our research
specifically on the Middle East, Africa, and
South America, providing recommendations
for the [Department
of Defense] to optimize and expand its
current resources, partnerships, and programs
within these regions to
address its counterterrorism and GPC goals.”
Some of the participating students’ special-

ization is based on the
project’s theme. Chukwukere’s research focus
is on the recommendations for how the United States can counter
Russian and Chinese
influence in Africa and
boost its counterterrorism efforts, specifically
on non-kinetic means
of engagement, such as
terrorism preventative
measures among African
youth. The students presented their findings to
senior officials in the National Security Council at
the White House and to
the senior analyst at the
Pentagon who assigned
their research topic.
According to Hall
and Blaser, some of the
key takeaways from the
program are that “the
fellowship provides an
amazing opportunity for
students to conduct research and present their
findings to high-level
officials, gaining professional
experience
that extends far beyond the classroom.”
Furthermore, “the fel-

lowship allowed us to
form close relationships
with other students as
well as to hear from experts in the field, both
invaluable experiences
during graduate school.”
For Blaser, an important motivation for participating in the fellowship program was that
“it was an opportunity to
apply the things I have
learned through classes
and work with real-life
problem sets to solve
complex issues that the
government is grappling
with.” Hall concluded
that “It is definitely a
lot of work but worth
it and when you are
able to come up with
a solution that has not
been thought of yet.”
Contact Lylian at
lylian.pagan@student.shu.edu

Peru Flirts with Leftism in Upcoming Election
Sergei C. Valenzuela
Staff Writer

In the coming months,
Keiko Fujimori will face
off against Pedro Castillo in Peru’s runoff presidential election following
inconclusive results in the
first round of voting, reports BBC News. Before
the mid-April election,
Peru experienced a lack
of political identity and
consistent authority. The
country has gone through
four presidents – three
in one week, with one
impeached and one killing himself to avoid arrest – within the last five
years, states the New York
Times.
Keiko Fujimori is a
conservative former congresswoman and daughter of Alberto Fujimori,
an ex-president currently
imprisoned for human
rights violations during
his reign. Fujimori represents the Popular Force
Party with a platform built
on supporting free-market policies, including
expanding the mining
industry to stimulate the
economy. Through these
initiatives, she claims that

she will create two million
jobs by developing infrastructure and investing
in health and education,
reports BBC News. Fujimori lost in the 2011 and
2016 presidential election
run-offs, making this her
third run.
Despite her promising platform, Fujimori
is being investigated for
money laundering and
corruption, two charges
she claims are politically
motivated. Between 2018
and 2020 she served 13
months in prison. Her
criminal past and questionable morals may be
the reason why she won
only 13 percent of the
votes in the mid-April
elections and continues
lagging behind her contender Pedro Castillo.
According to BBC
News, Pedro Castillo is a
51-year-old schoolteacher
and former mayor. Running on a leftist platform
for the Free Peru party,
Castillo plans to nationalize key economic industries such as mining,
oil, hydropower, and gas.
This is a campaign promise Castillo since retracted, stating “I completely

reject those that say that
Pedro Castillo is going to
nationalize.” He appeals
to the lower-income individuals from areas with
low state presence, who
feel historically underrepresented. Castillo won 19
percent of the votes in
comparison to Fujimori,
but not by a large margin.
After years of corruption and political turmoil
in Peru, voters have lost
confidence in the ability
of their political leaders
to deliver and uphold democracy, let alone serve
their interests. A poll
recorded by the Institute of Peruvian Studies
states that 28 percent of
the Peruvian population
would rather abstain than
choose any of the current
candidates. The Guardian
reports other polls to indicate that voter disenchantment continues to rise in
response to three presidents failing to control the
COVID-19 pandemic.
A Castillo win, who is
currently polling ahead
of Fujimori at 41 percent
according to a Datum International poll, would
have Peru heading in a
more reformative direc-

tion. Re-writing the constitution would not be an
easy task, especially with
the country’s longstanding
unstable political climate.
Castillo winning would
likely increase representation for Peru’s low-income citizens who want
their interests prioritized
over those of the private
sector. However, if Castillo reverses his decision
not to nationalize key industries, state ownership
of the country’s most productive industries might
expose the citizens to
higher levels of politically
motivated corruption.
Unfortunately, no matter what candidate rises to
the occasion, Peru’s political problems run deeper
than just an election. Peru’s political system has
exposed its deep endemic
corruption and inequality
in its governmental and
healthcare
institutions.
This was exemplified
during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Peruvians,
who are suffering from
surging cases, had little to
no access to medical assistance. Hospitals were
short on supplies and
workers while high-rank-

Pedro Castillo, a schoolteacher-turned-politician, is leading in the polls.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

ing government officials
used their status to access
the country’s first vaccine
doses in a scandal now
dubbed
“vaccinegate.”
According to The Washington Post, some voters
from the mid-April election “found themselves
lining up Sunday both to
cast a ballot and to secure
tanks of oxygen for critically ill relatives.”
Overall, Peru’s political spectrum is so wide,
inconsistent, and polarizing. With a spectrum so

broad, it still fails to represent the Peruvian people.
Alfredo Torres, the head
of Ipsos Peru, a local pollster, called the mid-April
elections the “most fragmented elections in history,” to Al Jazeera. This
system leaves Peruvians
again with a lack of confidence in their country and
its future.

Contact Sergei at
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Is the Biden Administration’s Immigration Policy All That
Different from His Predecessor’s?
Joseph MacKenna
Staff Writer
The Biden administration’s immigration policy
has come under fire in its
first 100 days over the president’s lack of movement on
reverting former President
Trump’s highly controversial
immigration policies. The
administration has started
rolling back some Trumpera policies, but the pace
at which President Biden is
acting has failed to live up
to the expectations promised from the campaign.
The Biden-Harris campaign

site listed ambitious goals
for the first 100 days in
office, stating objectives
such as overturning the
“Muslim Ban,” strengthening the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, and
ending construction on
the border wall, but their
ability to achieve these
goals is justifiably coming
under scrutiny.
Now, as of 92 days
in, Biden has signed six
executive orders on immigration, checking off
some of his more prominent campaign promises.

According to the White
House, one of these executive orders temporarily paused all emergency
funding and construction
of the border wall. Since
then, however, the administration has failed to
take the necessary next
steps, including withdrawing lawsuits over private
land where the wall would
be built. The Washington Post outlines how
the Cavazos family lost
six acres of land after a
judge ruled on an eminent
domain case. This case
represents the differenc-

Alejandro Mayorkas, Secretary of Homeland Security, speaking at The Global Summit.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

es between Biden on the
campaign trail and President Biden. With no further action from the president since the end of the
60 days period for reviewing the wall, Biden has left
the American populous
wondering if he will permanently halt the border
wall construction at all.
President Biden notably pledged during
his campaign to reunite
families separated at the
border. To date, there
has been a severe lack of
change made to address
the border crisis. Axios
reports that as of April 7,
no families have been reunited. This news comes
after Biden created a reunification task force in
February to reunite families who have been kept
apart. President Biden
now needs to come up
with a plan for the families currently separated in
the United States, especially after an increase by
71 percent of migrant interactions in March compared to February, according to USA Today.
A recent surge of migrant activity at the border has seen families
with children still being
expelled under Title 42.

This controversial policy,
a product of the Trump
administration, allows the
CDC to block entry into
the U.S. to those from
“coronavirus
impacted
areas” under the pretense
of protecting the American people. As a result of
this policy, 530,000 individuals were immediately
turned away at the border
over one year, reports the
Los Angeles Times.
In February, President Biden promised to
overturn the Trump-era
capacity limit of 15,000
refugees. However, in
mid-April, he once again
delayed overturning the
capacity limit and faced
immediate backlash. As
reported by CNBC, this
resulted in President
Biden committing to raising the cap to 62,500 refugees by May 15.
The Associated PressNORC Center for Public
Affairs Research shows
that Biden’s immigration
policy has had the least
support from constituents
compared to other focus
areas such as healthcare,
the pandemic, and the
economy. Polling from
AP-NORC shows that 56
percent of constituents
disapprove of how Pres-

ident Biden has handled
immigration. Additionally,
40 percent disapprove of
his handling of unaccompanied children, with only
24 percent of respondents approving.
President Biden’s proposal from January and
his rhetoric during his
first 100 days highlight a
change in pace for immigration reform. However,
the lack of deliverables
coming out of Congress
and the White House for
immigrants leads to concern over when American
citizens will see President
Biden follow through on
his promises. Immigration
reform is a difficult topic
historically for Presidents
and Congress alike. Over
the past 20 years, the most
progressive immigration
reform that has been enacted has been DACA
under President Obama.
While this policy has
helped individuals who
arrived in the U.S. as children, a large-scale overhaul of our immigration
system needs to happen
for long-term progress.

problem the organization
is facing: access to physical vaccines. The World
Bank pledged $12 billion
to the program for the
purchase and distribution
of vaccines, but readily
admits the biggest hurdle
in vaccination is mere access to vaccines, according to the World Bank
Blog. “Producing enough
doses for the global population and injecting them
in the arms of those who
need them all over the
world remains an immense challenge, unprecedented in scale, speed
and complexity” notes
the World Bank, a clear
admission that funding is
not the problem.
The real question is
what this all means for the
developing world. Statisticians and academics both
hypothesize a divergence
in the global economy.
As discussed in Business
Insider, the global economy is projected to grow
by six percent in 2021, but

that growth is projected
to follow a k-curve, with
the world’s poorest states
expected to take on the
brunt of the negative externalities. According to
the IMF World Economic
Outlook, “lower-income
countries are expected to
see an average annual loss
of 5.7 percent per capita
GDP from 2020 to 2024,
but advanced economies
will see a smaller loss of
2.3 percent in the same
time frame.” This potential reality would undoubtedly devastate the
already imbalanced global
financial hierarchy, and
would even directly harm
the wealthiest nations,
many of whom have been
more than happy to neglect their role in solving
the problem.
According to the New
York Times, low income
states are limited in their
ability to purchase the
necessary vaccines to reopen their economies,
primarily due to debt bur-

dens private creditors are
unwilling to lift. Without
strong pushback from the
developed world, these
credit institutions have
been able to retain their
chokehold on developing
states, which will ultimately harm wealthy nations.
A report by the RAND
Corporation finds that
the global economy will
lose $153 billion annually if low income states
are not able to vaccinate
their workforces. The report highlights the EU
would lose $40 billion annually and the U.S. would
lose $16 billion annually.
Whether high income
states plan on re-evaluating their global vaccine
plans or not, they will
inevitably face the consequences of inaction.

Contact Joseph at joseph.
mackenna@student.shu.edu

Vaccinating Low-Income Countries is About
More than Public Health
Collin Duran
Staff Writer
The COVID-19 pandemic has undoubtedly
disrupted nearly every
aspect of global society,
making the emergence
of several vaccines a welcome development. The
United States, along with
the European Union,
has prioritized the purchasing and distribution
of vaccines since early
December 2020. These
countries’ success in vaccinating their populations
should not be attributed
to early adoption; statistics show how the wealthiest countries are disproportionately
obtaining
and distributing vaccines
compared to developing
nations. This is worrisome for global health
prospects but could also
create a larger problem
down the road. With
global wealth inequality
already growing prior to
the pandemic, unequal
vaccine distribution will

most likely further exacerbate the wealth division
between developed and
developing states.
Worries over the inflammation of wealth
inequality from vaccine
distribution are not unsubstantiated and were
even addressed in a statement from the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury, Janet
Yellen. Speaking to committees from the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank, Sec.
Yellen explicitly stated,
“The (COVID-19) crisis
has exacerbated the trend
of rising income inequality, raising concerns about
a divergent path within
and across countries,”
reports Reuters. She also
discussed how current
efforts to vaccinate developing countries, primarily
through the COVAX initiative, were considerable
but not enough.
COVAX is a branch of
the Access to COVID-19
Tools Accelerator ini-

tiative launched by the
WHO. The alliance involves
governments,
scientists, NGO’s, and
manufacturers focused
on equitably distributing
COVID-19
diagnostic
tools and vaccines. The
majority of developing
nations entered into COVAX in the hopes of obtaining access to vaccines,
which in turn placed a
special responsibility on
this group to address the
needs of the world’s most
vulnerable. Their success in supplying to these
countries has been generally inadequate, however.
According to Al Jazeera,
only one in 500 people in
poorer countries are vaccinated, a stark contrast
to the statistics of wealthy
nations, where one in four
people are vaccinated.
While wealthy states
and multinational organizations continue to pour
millions of dollars into
COVAX, they continually overlook the biggest
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The Taiwan Question: Strategic Ambiguity Is
Not Enough

Joaquin Matamis
Layout Editor

Ever since Taiwan
separated itself from
mainland China in 1949,
relations between Beijing and Tapiei have been
tenuous at best. At worst,
the Taiwan Strait has been
a hotbed for diplomatic
and military gridlock as
Beijing and Taiwan vie
for control of the region.
On April 20, the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army
flew a squadron of 25 aircraft into Taiwan airspace,
the South China Morning
Post reports. While these
exercises are not uncommon in the Taiwan Strait,
the incursion comes at a
time of great tension between China and the United States’ growing relationship with Taiwan.
The Biden administration has repeatedly tried
strengthening its robust
unofficial
relationship
with Taiwan throughout
its first few months in office. Numerous bills have
been introduced to Congress addressing the issue,
including some recognizing Taiwanese sovereignty
(Taiwan Voice Act) and
others reconciling rela-

tions with China and Taiwan (STRATEGIC Act).
The State Department also
unveiled the Taiwan Symbols of Sovereignty Act of
2020, a plan to loosen restrictions on government
contacts with Taiwan and
grant more open recognition of Taiwan during
official talks and visits, according to the Associated
Press. These actions, while
bold and progressive, also
have been perceived as
blatantly hostile towards
Beijing, which views Taiwan as a “renegade” province.
Following the State Department’s announcement,
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken also warned Beijing against attacking Taiwan, saying that “It would
be a serious mistake for
anyone to try to change
the existing status quo by
force,” Politico reports. In
response, China pushed
back with an air incursion
on April 20 and a verbal
warning from Chinese
foreign minister Zhao Lijian, who advised the U.S.
to “immediately stop any
form of US-Taiwan official contacts, cautiously
and appropriately handle
the matter, and not send

wrong signals to Taiwan
independence forces so
as not to subversively influence and damage Sino-US relations and peace
and stability across the
Taiwan Strait,” according
to Al Jazeera. In Beijing’s
view, Washington is “playing with fire” as tensions
heighten in the region. Taiwanese independence is
considered a hard red line
for the CCP, which they
are willing to quell with
force.
In 2020, roughly 380
fighter jets flew into Taiwan’s Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ). As
of April 2021, the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP)
has broken their squadron size record twice in
Biden’s first three months
in office, The Diplomat
reports. These military
demonstrations serve two
purposes in the Taiwan
Strait: one, they push the
boundaries and limitations
of Taiwan’s own security
by consistently challenging
and crossing the line; two,
they serve as a psychological and economic attack
on people’s morale and the
island’s military resources.
With each incursion, Taiwan’s Air Force is forced

to respond to each threat,
exhausting time, and resources.
Even with mounting
pressure in Taiwan, the
U.S. has persisted in expanding its interests in
Taiwan while simultaneously provoking China.
Only a few days before the
air incursion, a former U.S.
Senator and two State Department officials made an
unofficial visit to Taiwan
and met Taiwan’s foreign
minister Joseph Wu and
President Tsai-Ing wen,
according to the Associated Press. Although the U.S.
wants to maintain friendly

relations with both China
and Taiwan simultaneously, hostile incursions like
these are sending mixed
signals to the rest of the
international community.
The U.S. has so far
maintained a policy called
“strategic ambiguity” regarding Taiwan’s defense,
a deliberate obscuration
of foreign policy. It has
been common policy
across presidential administrations to maintain this
position so that the U.S.
could maintain its relationship with China while
simultaneously supporting
Taiwan in an unofficial ca-

pacity. Although the Biden
Administration is starting
to make more progressive
moves to normalize relations with Taiwan, the stability of the Indo-Pacific is
at risk the longer the U.S.
keeps its policies ambiguous. Regardless of what
position the U.S. takes,
the Biden Administration
must make a clear and
firm stance on the world
stage rather than leave the
“Taiwan question” unanswered.

Contact Joaquin at
joaquin.matamis@student.
shu.edu

The USS McCampbell transits the Taiwan Strait for U.S. naval Indo-Pacific operations.
Courtesy of Flickr

U.S. Anti-Trans Bills Highlight Growing Transphobic
Legislation Around the World
Patrick Condon
Staff Writer
Over the past four
months, the United States
has been hit with a wave
of anti-transgender legislation. While these Republican Party-led bills claim
to fight for the safety of
both binary and non-binary children, courts and
leading researchers affirmed the danger they
pose to transgender children. But this wave in
the U.S. does not come
without equal movement
around the world. At
least 14 countries formally prohibit the expression
of transgender identity
either in legislation or police practice - not to mention the overwhelming
social stigmatization of
trans-identifying persons.
Although the social stigmatization of transgender
people poses the greatest
threat to their safety and
identity, this legislative
wave of transphobic sentiment marks a new line

of formal discrimination
against the expression of
one’s personal identity.
There is a long history
of global anti-LGBTQ+
discrimination.
Recent
legislation further solidifies these prejudices into
law, many times to accommodate violence against
LGBTQ+ persons. According to Human Rights
Watch, at least 70 countries have anti-LGBTQ+
laws with penalties ranging
from imprisonment to the
death penalty. The crystallization of anti-LGBTQ+
discrimination into law
marks a growing legal
battle for the identities of
approximately 3 to 16 percent of the world’s population, as estimated by the
International HIV/AIDS
Alliance. This legislative
wave further entrenches
anti-LGBTQ+ prejudice
around the world, silencing the identities and expressions of hundreds of
millions of people.
Current laws take various forms to prevent and

punish LGBTQ+ relations and modes of expression. Private and public “sodomy,” “buggery,”
and “unnatural offences”
is explicitly illegal between
men in 71 countries, according to Human Dignity Trust. Additionally, the
same report found that
same-sex criminalization
laws are regularly used to
punish transgender expression as “public order
offences.” Many times,
the broad language of
these laws allow for the
personal prejudices of homophobic and transphobic officials to punish and
kill people based on their
personal identity.
Even though this anti-LGBTQ+ discrimination clearly violates lives
of millions, this treatment
is now being extended
through anti-trans laws in
the U.S. One proposed law
seeks to subject minors to
genitalia inspection as an
identifier for gendered
sports teams, and another
bill excludes the transgen-

der individuals-including
minors-from their fundamental right to healthcare.
Across the world, there
are formal laws against the
sexual practices of transgender persons and their
personal expression from
their clothes to the length
of their hair. Additionally, mandatory sterilization
practices are legal in 14 European countries, Japan,
and multiple U.S. States,
according to Transgender
Europe and Movement
Advancement Project. In
these laws, the restriction
of transgender expression
is made clear and reveals
invasive attempts at regulating the gender identity
and genitalia of non-binary people.
While these laws reveal
the international stigmatization and neglect of
trans-identifying people,
there are proposals seeking greater inclusivity for
transgender
identifying
and transitioning individuals. Currently, there
are formal laws allowing

self-determination
of
gender identity in states
such as Belgium, India,
and Uruguay, some that
guarantee equal rights to
transgender people in Bolivia, Ecuador, Fiji, Malta,
and the United Kingdom,
and a few that grant insurance for gender affirmation surgery in Argentina
and Denmark, according
to the Metador Network.
These progressive laws
essentially leave out the
caveat included in many
U.S. State ID offices that
require gender reassignment surgery and/or sterilization for formal gender identification. If U.S.
States were to propose
bills to better allow for
gender identification and
reaffirmation, the overall
inclusion of transgender
people would improve.
A way to foster better
transgender inclusion is
through the recognition
of international inclusivity standards. The U.S. is
a microcosm of the differing, and sometimes ab-

sent, levels of worldwide
transgender
legislation.
Some states like New York
use healthcare, sports,
and state identification
to include trans-identifying persons, while many
other states with newly
proposed anti-trans bills
seek to regulate the participation of trans youths
while blocking them from
their fundamental right
to healthcare. These new
bills are a gross step towards a dangerous regulation of identity and expression of transgender
people in the U.S. If the
U.S. wants to formally
include trans-identifying
persons, they should follow suit with other leading
countries and provide national legislation on the inclusion and protection of
transgender people.
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Iran and United States to Resume
Nuclear Negotiations
Timothy Georgetti
Staff Writer
The United States announced that it has resumed indirect negotiations with Iran over its
nuclear weapons program.
While Reuters reports that
the first week of talks in
Vienna, Austria closed on
a positive note, there is still
much work to be done to
establish a peaceful consensus.
These negotiations are
the first concrete steps that
have been taken by the
Biden administration to rejoin the agreement known
as Iran Nuclear Deal – officially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). While the Iranian delegation still refuses
to hold direct talks with
the United States, European officials are performing
shuttle diplomacy between
the two states by relaying
communications from official multilateral JCPOA
talks, which are being held
in one hotel, to the United
States, which is working in
another hotel nearby.
The talks, which are
still in their early stages,

have been welcomed by all
JCPOA signatories, including Iran and the now-withdrawn United States, as a
needed means of de-escalating tensions. The Trump
administration’s withdrawal from the agreement in
2018 emboldened Iran to
break the limits set on its
nuclear program by the
JCPOA despite the other
states involved – China,
Russia, and the European Union – all remaining
compliant. Iran justified
these infractions as retaliatory countermeasures in
response to the large-scale
sanction regime imposed
on it by the U.S. Thus, as the
New York Times explains,
Tehran’s goal through the
new talks is the complete
removal of all American
sanctions, while Washington seeks the return of
Iranian compliance to the
previously-negotiated limits of the JCPOA.
Both sides’ demands,
however, will inevitably
lead to some tension. The
official positions of both
the United States and Iran
are that neither will shift
unless the other acts first.
For Iran, this would

mean limiting the enrichment percentages of its
uranium, which recently
reached as high as 20 percent in violation of the
JCPOA-imposed limits, according to the Associated
Press. Compliance would
also mean that Iran would
have to allow international inspectors from the
United Nations-affiliated
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) into
their nuclear facilities. In
March 2021, Iran enacted
a prohibition on all IAEA
inspections of its facilities, leaving the world in
the dark about its nuclear
capabilities. This prohibition startled the remaining
JCPOA members and led
to an agreement where Iran
would keep all the footage
from the inspection cameras in its nuclear facilities
for up to three months
and handing it over to the
IAEA if American sanctions are lifted. The United
States’ official position demands that these actions,
and a myriad of others,
must stop before it agrees
to lift sanctions and rejoin
the JCPOA.
For the United States,

Fellows at Chatham House, a policy institute, discuss the Iran Nuclear Deal at length.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

meeting Iran’s demands
would involve the lifting of
a complex and large-scale
sanction regime against the
Iranian state, its nationals,
and its corporations. The
Washington Post details
how the Trump administration layered new sanctions unrelated to Iran’s
nuclear program on top of
those related to the JCPOA
to punish other Iranian international transgressions.
These sanctions were justified on a range of issues,
including alleged support
for terrorism to alleged
human rights violations.

Since the Trump administration often made existing
JCPOA-related sanctions
more severe instead of issuing new ones to punish
additional transgressions,
the process of completely removing all sanctions
will be complex, if not
impossible. Given the accusations of terrorism associated with these layered
sanctions, it is unlikely that
the Biden administration
will be able to find broad
support on either side of
the aisle to remove many
of them.
According to Politico,

this current bout of diplomacy is aimed at creating
a precise and specific plan
on how both the United
States and Iran will return
to compliance with the
JCPOA. Whether these
talks will produce their desired result, however, is still
yet to be determined.
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