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Kosovo President Resigns, Faces War Crimes Charges
Shweta Parthasarathy
Staff Writer
President
Hashim
Thaci of Kosovo stepped
down on November 5 in
response to charges of
murder, torture, and persecution related to his
involvement in Kosovo’s
war for independence in
1998. NPR reports that
Thaci stepped down in
order "to protect the integrity of the state" of
Kosovo. He also reportedly urged Kosovars to
maintain “political and
civic unity.” Thaci is
scheduled to appear in
court on November 9. He
was flown to The Hague,
along with Kadrim Veseli,
leader of the Democratic Party of Kosovo, and
Rexhep Selimi, a Kosovo
Member of Parliament,
reports the BBC.
The Associated Press
reports that Thaci had
served as a guerrilla leader
during Kosovo’s war for
independence from Serbia in the late 1990s. He
rose to political prominence in the aftermath of

that conflict, which killed
over 10,000 people. Thaci served as the political
chief of the rebel group
Kosovo Liberation Army
(KLA), according to Al
Jazeera. The KLA battled
Serb forces for the independence of the southern
province in a conflict that
claimed more than 13,000
lives and only ended when
a NATO air campaign
forced Serb forces to
withdraw. Thaci, several
other guerilla leaders, and
KLA members from the
war have been indicted
by an international prosecutor on ten charges of
crimes against humanity
and war crimes.
The men charged with
these crimes led fighters
alongside the KLA. Those
fighters are accused of
illegally
imprisoning,
abusing, and murdering
captured opponents and
perceived traitors during
the war. They, along
with other members of
the KLA, carried out “a
widespread or systematic
attack against the civilian population,” includ-

ing those believed to be
collaborating with Serb
forces, or not cooperating with the KLA, reports
Aljazeera. According to
The Guardian, the special
prosecutor’s office alleged
that Thaci and the others
charged were “criminally
responsible for nearly 100
murders.” Thaci, however, insists that he is innocent of these crimes.
According to The
Washington Post, a special prosecutor in The
Hague first announced
preliminary indictments
against Thaci in June, only
days before he was scheduled to attend a White
House meeting with Serbian President Aleksandar
Vucic to improve relations
between the two countries. The relationship between Serbia and Kosovo
has been tense since the
conflict that occurred in
the late 1990s, with Serbia
refusing to acknowledge
Kosovo’s sovereignty and
independence. The two
countries did, however, normalize economic
ties in September after

successful U.S.-brokered
peace talks between them,
reports Reuters.
Thaci, in his indictment
hearing on November 9,
pled not guilty, reports
Al Jazeera. In a statement
to the court, Thaci said,
“The indictment is completely without basis, and
I plead not guilty to all
the charges in the indictment.” His lawyer, David
Hooper, decried the treatment Thaci was receiving,
saying it was “disgraceful”
that he was held in handcuffs outside the court,
and announced that he
intended to seek Thaci’s
conditional release.
Meanwhile,
Reuters
reports that citizens in
Kosovo are opposing the
court’s decision to charge
Thaci with war crimes.
They, in fact, view him
and other members of
the KLA as heroes. A
Kosovar economist living
in the country’s capital
said, “I think a big injustice is being committed
here by putting on trial
our liberators.”
There are, however,

those who are grateful
for Thaci’s indictment,
according to Reuters. In
Belgrade, lawmaker Milovan Drecun, the chairman
of the Serbian parliamentary committee for Kosovo, said the indictment
proved that “establishing the truth about war
crimes of the KLA and
punishing those responsible is an irreversible process.” Additionally, Amnesty International said

President Hashim Thaci resigns.

the indictment against
Thaci gave hope to thousands of victims of the
war “who have waited for
more than two decades to
find out the truth about
the horrific crimes.”
Contact Shweta at shweta.
parthasarathy@student.shu.
edu
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Controversy over the Use of Cluster Bomb Weapons in
Armenia-Azerbaijan Conflict
Taylor Knecht-Woytsek
Staff Writer
Members of the international community
are raising concerns over
the recent discovery of
the use of cluster bomb
weapons in the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict.
On October 28, a strike
over the Nagorno-Karabakh region was flagged
by Azerbaijan, which accused Armenia of using
cluster bombs in a civilian
area. Wednesday’s attack
killed 21 civilians and injured 70, the BBC estimates. This would be the
deadliest reported civilian
casualties in the conflict,
according to Al Jazeera.
The use of cluster bombs
has come under scrutiny
from international law

scholars and human rights
groups due to their significant impact on civilians.
The conflict, arising
from a longer dispute
over the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, has resumed despite a recent
ceasefire brokered by the
U.S. and Russia. The region is recognized as part
of Azerbaijan despite it
being inhabited by a large
Armenian
population.
The previous conflict
in 1988 led to 30,000
deaths, according to BBC
News. The recent attacks
resumed in late September with skirmishes. Both
sides have gained significant territory and have
faced pushback from outside forces. Turkey openly
supported Azerbaijan, according to the Associated
Press, while Russia and
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The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict causes regional tension. Courtesy of VOA.

the United States have
tried to serve as peacekeepers.
The use of cluster
bombs escalated an already deadly conflict. The
Human Rights Watch
(HRW) reports that Armenian forces used an
internationally-banned
cluster munition on Barda
City. This came after the
previous use of cluster
munitions by Azerbaijan
on four separate occa-

Int’l News

sions, HRW reports. Cluster bombs are banned due
to their long range and
reach, caused by their
ability to explode with
dozens of smaller bombs
ejecting. The specific
bombs used are suspected
to be Russian-made missiles, according to HRW.
The main contention
against the use of cluster
bombs comes not from
the immediate explosion,
but from the fact that the

Opinion

hundreds of bombs that
get spread often misfire or
sit dormant. This leaves a
long-term threat to the
region as these bombs
often are active. In 2016,
Amnesty
International
reported that 16 people
were killed by unexploded
cluster bombs in Yemen.
The deaths came after a
ceasefire had already been
arranged and bombing
had ceased for at least
two months. The Arms
Control Association finds
that, “Almost all reported
cluster munition casualties have been civilians, in
large part because of the
unwillingness of militaries to provide information.”
International agreements, such as the 2008
Convention on Cluster
Munitions, ban the use of
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cluster bombs. According
to HRW, Armenia and
Azerbaijan are not party
to the agreement, but are
party to the Geneva Convention and its customary
law. The massive burden
imposed disproportionately on civilians violates
many aspects of international law. Possible UN
investigations may follow,
as Reuters reports the UN
Commissioner for Human Rights demanding
that “Such attacks must
stop and those responsible for carrying them out,
or ordering them, must
be held to account.” This
was emphasized with
the official report from
The Office of The High
Commissioner for Human Rights stressing the
need to investigate and
Continue on page 3...
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FBI Arrests Chinese Agents Accused of Coercing Government Dissident
Joshua Powanda
Staff Writer
On Wednesday, October 28, The Federal
Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) arrested five agents
of the People’s Republic
of China (PRC) government operating in three
states across the United
States. The agents were
accused of targeting and
coercing a former government employee and
critic of the state. Charges
were brought up against
eight individuals, three
of whom are believed
to have returned to China. BBC News reports,
the defendants are being
charged with conspiring
to act as illegal agents of
the PRC without registering with the U.S. government.
Six of the agents received an additional
charge of conspiracy to
commit interstate and
international stalking. If
the defendants are found
guilty, they could face five
to ten years in prison.

The agents were arrested
in three different states
– one in New Jersey, two
in New York, and two in
California. Axios writes
that the defendants’
names are Zhu Feng, Hu
Ji, Li Minjun, Hongru Jin,
Zhu Yong, and Michael
McMahon. McMahon is
a former New York City
police officer, working as
a private investigator, who
was hired to locate and
gather intelligence about
the Chinese dissident.
According to the U.S.
Department of Justice,
the actions of the Chinese agents are part of a
large-scale international
effort by the PRC, known
as Operation Fox Hunt,
to locate and repatriate
dissidents of the government. The goal of these
operations is to charge
and punish dissidents for
their opposition to the
Chinese Communist Party and the State. However,
while the PRC describes
Operation Fox Hunt as
an anti-corruption campaign, they have failed to

utilize the proper law enforcement channels, such
as the Interpol. Instead,
the PRC government is
engaging in illegal, clandestine, and unsanctioned
conduct within the United States.
Court documents reveal the Chinese agents
were targeting a New Jersey resident, referred to
as John Doe, along with
his family. NBC reports
that they intimidated and
harassed this former government employee, in an
attempt to coerce him to
return to China and face
prison time. Several coercion tactics were deployed
against Doe to threaten,
bully, and intimidate. According to Al Jazeera, the
agents allegedly left a note
on the man’s door saying,
“If you are willing to go
back to the mainland and
spend 10 years in prison,
your wife and children
will be alright. That’s the
end of this matter!”
Not only was his home
often surveilled, but his
daughter and father were

and promote greater climate action.
ABC News reports
that President Trump has
gone back on multiple environmental protections
since 2017. The United
States is not currently on
track to reach the goal
established at the 2015
Paris Summit to reduce
their carbon emissions to
28 percent by 2025. The
U.S. President claimed in
a White House briefing
that adhering to the Paris
Agreement would cost 2.7
million jobs by the projected year while allowing
other states such as China and India to increase
their emissions. President
Trump condemned the
agreement, calling it “very
unfair, at the highest level,
to the United States.”

The Paris Agreement
was signed by 195 countries and formally adopted by 189, according
to the New York Times.
BBC News explains that
the agreement serves to
“keep global temperatures
‘well below’ 2.0 C (3.6 F)
and limit them further to
1.5 C” and to limit greenhouse gas emissions. The
agreement also reviews
each country’s nationally
determined contributions
and calls for richer countries to provide “climate
finance” to aid poorer
countries. ABC News
writes that if the United
States’ original emission
reduction goal were too
difficult, the rules of the
agreement would have
allowed the country to
change them.

The FBI arrested five Chinese agents. 					

Courtesy of Gnews.

also directly targeted. According to the U.S. Department of Justice, the
PRC flew in the victim’s
elderly father to the U.S.
from China as further
proof of their preparedness to harm his family.
In addition, Doe’s daughter was harassed and
threatened online as part
of the pressure campaign
against her father.
During a press conference, FBI Director Christopher Wray expressed
his displeasure for the illegal actions of the PRC on
American soil. According

to Al Jazeera, he explained
that “China is violating
norms and laws left and
right” and highlighted the
successful work of the
FBI in deterring clandestine Chinese action in the
United States. He further
stated, “Today’s charges
reflect yet another example of China’s ongoing
and widespread lawless
behavior -and our refusal
to tolerate it,” The BBC
reports.
While the arrests show
the FBI’s willingness to
deter illegal agents of foreign governments oper-

ating in the U.S., they are
among a litany of steps
the Trump administration
has taken against China.
The Washington Post
explains that along with
the arrests of the Chinese agents, the American
government has opposed
the PRC’s abnormal and
unsanctioned behavior
regarding hacking and intellectual property theft,
COVID-19 vaccine information, and trade.

The New York Times
reports that no other
country has planned to
renounce the Paris Agreement, as President Jair
Bolsonaro of Brazil reversed his earlier threat
to do so. Greater climate
commitments have been
announced by European and Asian countries.
The European Parliament
established the goal of
achieving carbon neutrality by 2050, a goal later
adopted by South Korea
and Japan. China also
promised to reach carbon
neutrality by 2060.
NPR News writes
that the U.S.’ withdrawal
from the Paris Agreement
means that the country
will no longer contribute
to a global fund meant to
support countries with

smaller economies struggling with the costs to
adapt to climate change.
The Trump administration withdrew two-thirds
of the country’s initial
contribution of $3 billion
and refused to provide
further aid, while other
wealthy nations, such as
France and the United
Kingdom, increased their
pledges by double.
Many American states
and businesses have also
agreed to reduce their
carbon dioxide emissions,
with 12 states having already planned to get 100
percent of their electricity from renewable energy
sources. American emissions rose during the first
two years of the Trump
administration, with a
short-term dip resulting

from the 2020 pandemic.
An analysis report by the
World Resources Institute
think-tank explains that
investment in renewable
energy generates more
jobs than the fossil fuel
industry.
The Associated Press
reports that the next
round of UN climate
talks will take place next
year in Glasgow, Scotland. On the day of his
presidential victory and
the United States’ withdrawal, President-elect Joseph Biden announced on
Twitter that the U.S. will
rejoin the Paris Agreement under the Biden
administration. The New
York Times writes that
while other countries in
the agreement will allow
the Biden administration
time to transition, they
want to see reductions in
domestic emissions take
effect sooner.

Contact Joshua at joshua.
powanda@student.shu.edu

The United States Withdraws from the
Paris Climate Agreement

Lauren-Marie Diawatan
Staff Writer

The United States officially left the Paris Climate
Agreement on November
4, according to The Associated Press. The pact was
established five years ago
to combat the dangerous
threat of climate change.
The New York Times
reports that President
Trump first announced
his plan to withdraw from
the agreement in 2017.
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo then filed for
the withdrawal on November 4, 2019. Though
President Trump referred
to the Paris Agreement as
“job-killing,” the agreement is a non-binding arrangement that does not
require the U.S. to take
harmful actions.
A joint statement by
Chile, France, Italy, and
the United Kingdom
from the United Nations
Climate Agency expressed
“regret” for the United
States’ withdrawal from
the Paris Agreement.
The statement wrote that
these countries “remain
committed to working
with all U.S. stakeholders
and partners” to complete the implementation
of the Paris Agreement

Contact Lauren-Marie at
laurenmarie.diawatan@
student.shu.edu

President Trump pulled the U.S. out of the Paris Agreement.					
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Vienna Terrorist Attack Claims Five Lives,
ISIS Claims Responsibility

ISIS claims responsibility for the attack. Courtesy of WikimediaCommons.

Kiara McGaughey
Staff Writer
On November 3, shots
were fired around the
area of Seitenstettengasse
Temple, one of Vienna’s
main synagogues. Fejzulai Kujtim, the gunman,
had pledged allegiance to
the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria (ISIS), who
have since claimed responsibility for the attack.
Local police believe that
the gunman acted alone,
although 14 individuals
believed to have been involved in the attacks and
having ties to Kujtim
were taken into custody.
Austrian officials have
deployed armed police
and have asked citizens
across the capital to stay

in their homes.
The attacks took place
in six locations centered
around Seitenstettengasse
Temple, with the first initial attack happening at 8
p.m. Fejzulai Kujtim, had
apparently started firing
shots near the synagogue
and then proceeded to
shoot into the nearby
bars, cafes, and restaurants, according to NPR.
Bystanders
described
him as shooting bursts
randomly while walking
down the streets. Many
had been eating outside
due to regulations imposed as a result of the
COVID-19
outbreak,
which explained the high
number of injured people. Police shot dead the
gunman during the rampage.

It is unclear whether the attack was specifically targeted against
the Jewish community
in the area or aimed at
the synagogue, the head
of Vienna’s Jewish community, Oskar Deutsch,
explained. He further
expressed his relief that
the synagogue was closed
during the attack. Austrian officials took precautions and closed all Jewish schools, synagogues,
Jewish Community of
Vienna institutions, and
Kosher supermarkets and
restaurants the next day,
according to The BBC.
The Islamic State took
responsibility for the attack in a statement where
they showed praise for
Kujtim’s actions, The
Times of Israel reports.
Kujtim had reportedly
been arrested before for
attempting to join ISIS
but was released on bail
in 2019. Kujtim was an
Austrian-Macedonian dual-citizen, who had been
sent back to Austria following his arrest for trying to flee to Syria. The
afternoon prior to the
attack, Kujtim posted a
photo to his Instagram
where he was seen holding weapons and pledging

allegiance to The Islamic
State’s caliph, according
to.
The Austrian government admitted that they
did not handle the attack
as well as they should
have. They recognized
that they failed to properly document a warning
from Slovak authorities
about a man of Austrian
citizenship attempting to
buy weapons in Slovakia.
The government stated
that there was an error in
communication between
Austrian and Slovak authorities on the matter
and that they should have
heeded the warning, The
BBC reports.
Austrian Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz said in
an address that the attacks were perpetrated by
an extremist group and
that they did not reflect
the majority of Austria’s
Muslim population or
Austria’s immigrant population. He further stated, “We all know in our
country this is not a fight
between Christians or
Muslims or Austrians and
people from other countries,” according to CNN.
Many of the victims of
the attack were Muslim.
Additionally, many Aus-

trian civilians and other
Austrian officials shared
the sentiment that Kurz
had expressed, describing
that many Muslim families lost loved ones in the
attack, an article by The
BBC states. Austrian officials also praised two Austrian-Turkish men who
aided a police officer and
two women during the attack, Al Jazeera reports.
Chancellor Kurz also
called for the entire European Union to take stronger actions against political Islam in the future,
according to BBC News.
He asserted that Austria
will be working closely
with France, who has also
been the victim of multiple terror attacks recently,
to deter the ideology of
political Islam from attacking the European way
of life and the freedom of
all Europeans. Member
of European Parliament,
Antonio Tajani, renewed
his call for a European
FBI to “co-ordinate the
work of police and intelligence services, working
in tandem against IS militants,” BBC News further
asserts.
Contact Kiara at kiara.
mcgaughey@student.shu.edu
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Controversy
over the Use
of Cluster
Bomb Weapons in Armenia-Azerbaijan Conflict
Continued from
page 1..
persecute any instances
of violations.
Talks have led to a Russian-brokered peace deal
between the two countries, CNN reports. Russian peace keeping units
will be deployed along the
border of the skirmish.
The Armenian government has faced public
pressure as this has been
seen as a defeat by many
of the citizens. Amnesty
International released a
statement condemning
the use of cluster weapons by both sides. Human Rights Watch has
urged both sides to join
the 2008 Convention on
Cluster Munitions without delay. While many international organizations
have strongly condemned
the bombings, few if any
countries have followed
suit.
Contact Taylor at taylor.
knechtwoytsek@student.shu.
edu

COVID-19: Lockdown in England and Europe as
COVID-19 Cases Surge

Ariel Go Jr.
Staff Writer

The acceleration of
a second wave of the
coronavirus pandemic in
Europe has forced multiple countries to enforce
stringent social-distancing
rules to prevent a return
to full-blown lockdowns.
In the final week of October, however, countries
across Europe- including
the UK, France, Germany, Poland, Portugal- all
recorded their highest
daily number of cases
since the pandemic began, Time reports.
According to The
Guardian, Europe documented a total of 1.5
million new cases of
COVID-19 in that same
week, putting it at the
epicenter of the pandemic once again. This has
caused much of Europe
to go back under lockdown, although many
countries are dealing
with the surge in different ways. Some coun-

tries, such as the United
Kingdom and France, are
shutting down almost everything they can, while
others, such as Germany
and Portugal, are opting
for partial lockdowns.
To avoid a “medical
and moral disaster,” UK
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has announced
a second national lockdown. The decision was
made hours after the
country surpassed the
grim total of one million
coronavirus cases. BBC
News reports that England implemented the
lockdown, which will last
for at least four weeks, on
November 5. The shutdown will remain in effect until December 2, at
which point Prime Minister Johnson hopes that
England will have gained
control over the virus.
The reinstatement of
this strict lockdown has,
yet again, caused restaurants and non-essential
business, like gyms and
hair salons, to close down,

according to the Associated Press. The government
is only permitting people
to leave their homes for
particular reasons, including education, groceries,
health, exercise and recreation outdoors. The government is discouraging
non-essential travel, but
will allow people to travel abroad for work, given
that they quarantine under England’s rules upon
their return to the country.
Politicians and doctors
alike have called for stricter measures in France,
where the lockdown situation is similar to that in
England. One rule unique
to France, though, is that
its citizens are required to
carry an exemption certificate if they need to leave
their homes. As reported
by Healthline, everyone
must sign a form with a
valid reason, such as essential shopping or medical necessity, and bring it
with them for every outing. Introduced on Oct.

30, the national lockdown
will last until Dec. 1.
On Nov. 2, Germany
reported a seven-day average of approximately
17,000 cases, up 63 percent from the week prior. Germany has taken a
different approach to this
steep rise in cases. Chancellor Angela Merkel has
announced a month-long
“partial lockdown” starting Nov. 2 to prevent an
overwhelming rise in the
number of patients in
their hospitals, according to Deutsche Welle.
Germany will close bars,
clubs, and theatres, with
restaurants only allowed
to deliver and provide
takeout. Physicians in
the country have argued
against a lockdown and
believe that Germany’s
pre-lockdown restrictions
are enough to keep the
number of cases from
shooting up. The country plans to spend more
money on the strict enforcement of rules and
making sure that they

communicate the need to
better follow these rules.
Other countries, such as
Hungary and Portugal,
have implemented similar
partial lockdowns.
Given that the amount
of COVID-19 cases and
deaths are increasing at
a fast rate in European
countries, governments
have been forced to step
up and take measures to
help curb contagion. Politicians are signing-off
on financial aid packages
to aid owners of affected
businesses for any losses that may occur. According to BBC News,
COVID-19 has taken an
emotional toll across Europe, known as pandemic fatigue, which makes
people feel less motivated
about following protective behaviors.
Along with pandemic fatigue, discontent is
also building up among
people. According to
Bloomberg,
anti-lockdown protests are taking
place in Germany and in

a few Italian cities. Local
politicians and business
owners have also defied
orders to close small
shops. Many citizens are
disappointed in the way
the government is handling the coronavirus,
with 65 percent saying
that the government is
doing a poor job, according to a survey conducted
by BBC News in early
October.
While many remain
skeptical, governments
across Europe hope that
their implemented lockdowns will be short. According to Times, countries across Europe state
that people must continue
to follow health guidelines
to bring about an eventual curb to the spread of
COVID-19.
Contact Ariel at ariel.go@
student.shu.edu

November 2020
Page 4

International News

Foreign Direct Investment Decreases by Half in 2020
Amid Pandemic
Luisa Chainferber
Staff Writer
The United Nations
(UN) announced that
foreign direct investment
(FDI) flows fell by about
49 percent in the first
half of this year, reports
the Economic Times. It is
predicted that by the end
of the year, there will be
a total fall of 40 percent
relative to 2019 levels. It
is also the first time that
FDI flows turned negative for European countries.
In fact, according to
the UN, this decrease of
FDI to $399 billion was
even worse than the decline estimated. James
Zhan, director of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD),
attributed this decline
to lockdowns which de-

layed current projects
and had investors worried about a deeper economic downturn moving
forward. This meant that
investment decisions are
becoming
increasingly
conservative with some
future investment plans
likely to be delayed or
cancelled.
On an industry level,
the World Economic Forum forecasted that industries such as tourism,
airlines, manufacturing,
and the energy sector will
be the ones hardest hit by
the decline in FDI flows.
The World Economic Forum also stated that while
developing countries have
become more dependent
on FDI flows in recent
years, the UN predicts
that the fall in FDI for
these countries will exceed the global average
decline in FDI flows. This

means that the decline in
FDI is highly interconnected with supply chain
disruptions that resulted from the coronavirus
pandemic.
Another reason that
explains the decline in
FDI is that the industries
usually responsible for
roughly 80 percent of
transactions were among
the ones hit hardest by
the economic downturn,
explains Reuters. Accordingly, even during the next
year, FDI is still expected
to fall by an additional five
or ten percent. Currently,
the United States, Brazil,
Australia, and Italy are
among the list of countries that experienced the
largest declines in FDI
flows this year.
While a lot of countries suffered from lower
FDI levels, it is important
to note that the impact

of this fall in FDI flows
so far has been uneven.
For example, as the UN
explains, FDI remained
stable in China in 2020
at approximately $76 billion, despite decreasing in
several developed economies. Zhan attributed
China’s success partly
due to the new strategies
it adopted to attract FDI
this year. Despite these
declines, FDI continues
to be the primary source
of external funding for
developing countries, reports the UN. In fact, the
UNCTAD predicts that
the decline in flows is
expected to continue until the global health crisis
ends, although national
policies could help alleviate the economic impact
caused by the COVID-19
pandemic.
In response to this
decline in FDI flows, the

World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Committee
on Trade and Development held a meeting on
November 2 to discuss
strategies on how small
economies can attract
more FDI, reports the
International Institute for
Sustainable Development
(IISD). During this meeting, countries such as El
Salvador, Guatemala, and
Saint Lucia expressed
concern with protectionist moves in response
to the pandemic. These
countries, which belong
to the WTO’s Small Vulnerable Economies (SVE)
Group, also suggested
that enhancing investment infrastructure will
be very important so nations can begin to attract
more FDI flows. The
UNCTAD stressed the
importance of addressing
FDI flows in countries

belonging to the SVE
Group as they represent
1.3 percent of the global
share of FDI inflows, the
IISD explains.
They further stressed
the importance of the
Sustainable Development
Goals and referenced the
WTO’s ongoing negotiations to create a “multilateral agreement on investment facilitation for
development.” 105 WTO
member states are participating in these negotiations, the IISD furthers.
Members also stressed
the Aid for Trade initiative, which can help mobilize resources to increase
FDI flows into developing and least developed
countries.
Contact Luisa at luisa.chainferber@student.shu.edu

Sesame Workshop Partners with the International
Rescue Committee to Educate Refugee Children
Sara Vasquez
Staff Writer
The Guardian reports
four shipwrecks have
occurred in the Mediterranean Sea causing 110
refugees to wash up on
a shore in Libya, one of
them being a baby boy
who died on a rescue
boat. A huge fire in September in one of Greece’s
largest refugee camps
caused an urgent need to
build a provisional camp
site. However, the conditions are even worse than
before. Al Jazeera states
that about “8,000 people,
mostly families with children, are living in tents
not fit for winter.” The
consistent absence of a
safe environment creates
much instability for refugees in these situations.
Statistics by Amnesty
International show that
there are over 26 million
refugees, and that half of
them are children.
Education plays a vital
role in the lives of refugee children. In an interview with CBS, David
Miliband, the Chief Executive Officer of the International Rescue Committee (IRC), informs
that only two percent of
humanitarian aid goes to

centers in various
education and from
refugee camps were
that, an even smallcreated by the IRC
er amount goes to
to allow children
educating
young
for a place to play
children. For this
and learn through
reason, the IRC
the new videos and
teamed up with Sesbooks created by
ame Workshop to
Sesame Workshop.
develop a program
Before COVID-19,
to educate and adthe IRC ran home
dress trauma and
visit program to visit
chronic stress in
3,000 refugee famithe lives of these
lies each week with
children. Over the
the goal of teachnext five years, they
Sesame Workshop Logo. 			
Courtesy of Brianfagan5.
ing the child and
are developing in
person services and edu- ing them how to navigate Middle East. Their work encouraging one on one
cational content in Ara- the dialogues with care. consists of Sesame work- interaction with parents.
bic to nearly eight million Sesame Workshop con- shop creating new show Additionally, the IRC prokids.
tinues to create valuable called ‘Ahlan Simsim’ vides resources and proThe IRC’s approach to educational content for (Welcome Sesame) for gramming to the informal
education is to target the children and believes that the Middle East with local tented settlements outside
children from a young age. expanding its reach to a muppets. Scot Cameron, of the refugee camps.
Currently, home visits
The organization believes population of displaced who runs the production
that by sending assistance children can have a large of the new show, stated are suspended because of
to these refugee children, impact on the whole gen- that this sesame series is COVID-19 but the IRC
they can help in mitigat- eration.
unlike any other because continues to send games
ing the harmful effects
The IRC and Sesame it does not focus on let- and supplies to the chilof living as a refugee and Workshop are working ters and numbers, but in- dren and their families.
give hope to this genera- together to begin tackling stead on emotions such as Additionally, the IRC retion. Sesame Workshop the largest humanitarian sadness, fear, and anger. ports that it is helping to
is a company that was issue of this generation, The idea is to not only deliver parenting resourccreated in 1969 with the an initiative made possible identify the emotion, but es through WhatsApp, a
aim to educate children through a grant of $100 also to provide concrete free messaging applicathrough television. Their million from the MacAr- actions so that children tion for smart devices,
mission is to help “kids thur Foundation. The know what to do when and moving operations
remotely to continue
everywhere grow smart- planning began in 2017 they encounter them.
er, stronger, and kinder.” with the vision of helping
The role of the IRC helping those displaced.
For five decades, Sesame alleviate the global prob- is to dramatically expand They are also equipping
Workshop has been hold- lems that are caused by in person services to one caregivers with valuable
guidelines
ing difficult conversations trauma and toxic stress million kids and their COVID-19
with children and teach- for refugee children in the families. Early childhood and safety measures to

encourage a safe environment, even within the
camps.
Sesame
Workshop
reports that multi-year
studies to measure the
impact of this project are
currently in place, so that
if successful it can become a model to use all
over the world. Since its
conception, this program
has already spread to help
Rohingya refugee children in Myanmar, who
now also receive valuable
education despite their
circumstances. Although
the global pandemic has
presented an unforeseen
challenge, the IRC and
Sesame Workshop along
with other supporting
organizations are working to find new ways to
provide hope and imagination for the future of
refugee children.
Contact Sara at sara.
vasquez@student.shu.edu
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Ivory Coast Incumbent Wins in Contested Election

Drew Starbuck
Staff Writer

Ivory Coast President
Alassane Ouattara has
won a controversial third
term in an election that
his opponents are decrying as a sham. Ouattara won the election by
a landslide, capturing 94
percent of the votes as
the opposing candidates
urged their supporters
to abstain from voting in
the election, according
to BBC News. Violence
has erupted over the election, an occurrence reminiscent of the country’s
civil war in 2010. There
have been calls from international
observers,
including the United Nations, European Union,
France, and Ivory Coast’s
neighbors, for leaders to
keep the peace within the
country.
Many polling stations
were ransacked in opposition strongholds on
Saturday and election materials were burned, BBC
News reports. This has

prompted protests from
supporters of the opposition party in different areas across the country. It
is unclear how the military
will react to such actions,
but it has added to the
instability and tensions
that many fear could destabilize the nation again,
reports Al Jazeera. So far,
this election season has
resulted in over 40 deaths
and the United Nations
refugee agency said more
than 3,200 people have
fled into nations bordering Ivory Coast, such as
Liberia, Ghana, and Togo,
fearing the breakout of
violence, according to Al
Jazeera.
Not to be deterred by
protests that the opposition organized, security
forces loyal to the president forcibly dispersed
opposition
protesters
with tear gas while the
protestors erected barricades in the streets, the
Associated Press reports.
In the eastern city of
Daoukro, protestors arranged roadblocks and

constructed barriers to
block security forces. In
the de facto capital of the
Ivory Coast, Abidjan, tear
gas was used to disperse
protestors who had gathered close to the area
where President Ouattara
cast his ballot, according
to BBC News.
Following the election, tensions continued
to grow as security forces loyal to the president
surrounded the homes
of opposition leaders.
The latter have rejected Ouattara’s re-election
and have pledged to set
up their own transitional
government, according to
Al Jazeera. In response,
security forces arrested
opposition leader Pascal
Affi Nguessan on charges
of sedition, reports BBC
News. His arrest has
not been confirmed by
Ivory Coast authorities;
it remains unknown as
to what will happen to
Nguessan. Several other
opposition leaders are facing charges of terrorism
and sedition due to their

than 15 opposition leaders and Magufuli critics.
Other reports of fraud
include claims of ballot
tampering and stuffing,
all of which have been
denied by the National
Electoral Commission.
The Guardian explains
that these election fraud
efforts were amplified
by a social media and
mass-messaging blackout
imposed by the Magufuli
government on Election
Day. The government
not only urged national
telecommunications providers to impose these
service blackouts, but also
installed its own hardware, allowing it to censor internet content and
throttle speeds. These
efforts were aimed at preventing Tanzanian voters
from sending or receiving
photographs or videos
on election day, affecting
a broad range of internet
services from WhatsApp
to Twitter.
These pervasive tampering efforts both helped
Magufuli secure a second
presidential term and allowed his political party,
Cha Chama Mapinduzi
(CCM), to win an overwhelming majority in the
Tanzanian parliament. As
counted by The Brook-

ings Institute, the CCM
won 194 parliament seats,
leaving only two seats to
be filled by opposition
parties. This preponderance of parliamentary
power will allow the CCM
to easily obtain the twothirds majority vote needed to amend Tanzania’s
constitution.
While Magufuli has
vowed to only seek two
presidential terms in accordance with the current
constitutional limit, Aljazeera explains that many
CCM
parliamentarians
are calling for a constitutional amendment to end
presidential term limits.
Some have even vowed to
ensure Magufuli remains
in power, regardless of
whether Magufuli desires
it or not. If they choose
to go through with it, the
CCM’s newfound majority will allow the party to
easily amend the constitution and indefinitely
extend Magufuli’s presidency.
The opposition parties’
only options for redress
are mass-protests to demand a rerun or unlikely
foreign intervention. The
New York Times explains
that, unlike in other democratic countries, once
the National Electoral

rejection of President
Ouattara’s
re-election,
BBC News furthers. The
reason for the dispute lies
in the term limits of the
presidency as set in Ivory
Coast’s constitution.
Despite Ivory Coast
having a limit of two presidential terms, Ouattara
announced the changes
present in the new constitution passed in 2016 allows him to run for presidency a third time, reports
Al Jazeera. The president
has been in power for almost a decade. Ouattara
did not initially plan to
run again this year, but he
changed his mind when
his party’s presidential
candidate died in June, according to the Associated
Press. The president, who
is 78 years old, professed
his love for his country as
part of his decision to run
again. Ouattara remains
popular with international donors but has also said
that he does not see himself seeking re-election in
2025, reports the Associated Press.

In the face of possible
military reprisal in surrounding the homes of
opposition leaders, prominent dissident, Guillaume Soro, called for
the country’s military to
disobey President Ouattara after he was allowed
to win his controversial
third term on November
4, reports the Associated
Press. Soro’s plea to the
military has brought him
closer to the other opposition leaders and has put
him in the crosshairs of
his former mentor, President Ouattara. According
to the Associated Press,
Soro stated, “I ask you
to disobey the illegal orders and join the National
Council of Transition. To
the defense and security
forces, I ask you to look
in the mirror, in soul and
conscience, and act to
stop the killings.”
Soro may have possible influence within the
security forces as he was
a prominent rebel leader prior to Ouattara’s
election victory in 2010,

according to Al Jazeera.
Soro led the rebels that
guided Ouattara to power
against former President
Laurent Gbago, but his
personal relationship with
the president has since declined. The history of the
last conflict has caused international and domestic
concern, as the civil war
between 2010 and 2011
caused the death of 3,000
people in the world’s top
cocoa producing nation,
reports Al Jazeera.
Al Jazeera emphasizes
that recent events have
given hope to a settlement
of the crisis as Ouattara
and Henri Konan Bedie,
an 86-year-old former
president and the opposition’s main political
leader, arrived at an upmarket hotel in Abidjan
several hours after the
much-awaited
meeting
was announced by the
government.
Contact Drew at drew.starbuck@student.shu.edu

Tanzanian Presidential Elections End in Controversy
Due to Fraud Accusations

Timothy Georgetti
Staff Writer

Tanzania’s
National
Electoral
Commission
declared John Magufuli
the winner of the 2020
presidential election held
on October 28. Al Jazeera
reports that the leaders of
multiple opposition parties have claimed that the
election was fraudulent
following the declaration
that Magufuli won with
almost 85 percent of the
votes. Opposition leaders, Tanzanian citizens,
and international organizations alike claim that
Magufuli, the incumbent
leader, used his presidential powers to illegally influence the election in his
own favor.
According to UN
News, Magufuli intimidated voters through
the threat and use of
violence by the police
force. At least ten people were killed and more
than 50 injured on the
semi-autonomous island
of Zanzibar in pre-election confrontations with
law-enforcement officers.
Police-perpetrated voter
and political suppression
continued after the Tanzanian polls closed, with
the police arresting more

President John Magufuli of Tanzania.		

Commission declares a
presidential winner, no
Tanzanian court can investigate the results of
an election, regardless of
how prevalent the irregularities are. The lack of
easy recourse for the opposition parties and the
extent of Magufuli’s power as the incumbent mean
that it is unlikely that a
rerun will take place or
that Magufuli will be removed from office. This
leaves the governance of
the people of Tanzania
in the hands of President
John Magufuli for at least
the next five years of his

			

second presidential term.
BBC News notes that
Magufuli ran for his first
term on an anti-corruption campaign. However, that original five-year
term was replete with
political suppression and
authoritarian censorship
of political dissidents and
critics.
Speaking to Al Jazeera,
Michaela Collord, a junior
research fellow at Oxford
University, described that
Tanzania once had one
of the more trustworthy
democratic processes in
the region. She underscored that while there

Courtesy of Issa.

was always a noticeable
level of election fraud,
parties in opposition to
the CCM, which has been
in power since Tanzanian
independence in 1961,
had a chance to win elections. Now, she argued, it
seems that even the democratic freedom of voting
has been completely corrupted.
Contact Timothy at timothy.
georgetti@student.shu.edu
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France

President Emmanuel Macron. 				

Mark Stachowski
Staff Writer
The coronavirus pandemic heavily influenced
elections around the
globe, resulting in the
postponement of some
elections and limited
in-person voting for
others due to social distancing and other health
guidelines. It has even
influenced voters to vote
one way or another. This
year, several countries
held presidential, munic-

ipal, and other types of
elections. France held municipal elections this year,
where citizens voted for
the mayors of their towns
and cities. COVID-19
greatly impacted the voting process, causing delays, confusion, and more
in an election that was
anything but traditional.
The first round of
municipal elections was
held on March 15, just
two days before President Emmanuel Macron
ordered a nationwide

Courtesy of WikimediaCommons.

lockdown. The pandemic
had not fully hit France
by election day, but health
safety protocols were already put into effect. The
Economist reports that
polling stations were set
up so polling officials and
voters remained at least
one meter apart from each
other. Officials counted
the votes wearing masks
and gloves. The Economist, in another report,
finds that despite steps
taken to prevent any risk
of the spread of corona-

New Zealand

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern.

Juliet Nangini
Staff Writer
Around the world,
the coronavirus pandemic has shined a light
on leaders for their substantial efforts against
the coronavirus. Many
individuals have pointed
to the astounding efforts
of New Zealand to control COVID-19. Along

			

with the international
community, the country’s
handling of the coronavirus was also praised by
its citizens. This played
an important role in the
re-election of Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, who
orchestrated early virus
restrictions. Her immediate plan was to not just
control the spread of the
virus, but eliminate it en-

Courtesy of Wikipedia.

tirely.
Ardern’s administration achieved success over
the pandemic through coordination with science,
says Forbes. Thus far, the
country has reported only
25 deaths due to its early
lockdown efforts, according to the Washington
Post. The prime minister
proactively set virus regulations before the coun-

virus, the abstention rate
increased from 36 percent
in 2014 to 56 percent.
Bloomberg analyzed a
survey conducted by the
polling research company
Institut Francais d’Opinion Public (IFOP) taken
about a week before the
first round of voting.
The Institute asked voters
for their thoughts about
COVID-19 and how the
virus impacts how they
voted and what they voted for. Among those
surveyed, 28 percent of
respondents said they
were likely to reconsider
going out to vote because
of the pandemic, which
was then still in its early stages. According to
the survey, young voters
were found to be most
worried about contracting
the coronavirus. Francois
Kraus, a representative of
the IFOP, named social
media and the internet
as the reason behind the
increased caution, citing
that young people are
more susceptible to see
reports and rumors and
believe them. The survey
also found that the elderly were the least worried
about the pandemic’s ef-

fect on voting, as they
believe in public authority
more and trust their handling of precautions and
guidelines.
The Guardian reports
that more than 60 percent of mayorships were
decided in the first round.
The second round was
postponed until June by
President Macron. In
those cities and towns
where a second round
was held, it was found
that only 40 percent of
voters turned out to vote,
as opposed to more than
50 percent in 2014. POLITICO finds that the
first round of voting saw
45 percent turnout, as
compared to nearly 64
percent in 2014.
POLITICO also outlined in detail the results
of the elections. France’s
Green Party scored big,
taking some of France’s
biggest cities such as Lyon
and Marseille. Macron’s
former interior minister held Lyon for years
before the election. The
Greens took huge strides
with these wins, and they
should propel the party into a bigger role in
French politics. The So-

cialist Party retained Paris through Mayor Anne
Hidalgo, garnering more
than 48 percent of the
vote – 15 more than the
second-place candidate.
The
Macron-backed
LREM candidate Agnes
Buzyn underperformed in
Paris, a city that Macron
won in the 2017 presidential election. BBC reports
that the LREM Party
failed to secure any major city in a historic loss.
If it makes up for anything, Macron’s former
Prime Minister Edouard
Philippe did win mayor in
the port city of Le Havre.
But perhaps the biggest
takeaway from the election results is the Green
Party’s great strides. One
French newspaper stated
France’s “whole political landscape has been
turned upside down,” as
the Green Party and Macron’s losses pose a threat
to his centrist LREM Party.

try reported any cases by
imposing a travel ban on
individuals traveling from
or through China, and
later expanding the measures to closing borders
to all non-citizens and
non-residents. According to NBC News, she
made “no apologies” for
her actions. During that
time in early February, her
party was trailing behind
the National Party – the
country’s
center-right
party.
On April 16, Prime
Minister Ardern declared,
“We have the opportunity
to do something no other
country has achieved –
elimination of the virus,”
says TIME. Ardern’s “go
hard, go early” approach
to conquering the virus
has not only resulted in
a shockingly low number
of deaths and cases, but
also high numbers in the
polls. A poll conducted in
August reveals that “public confidence in health
officials and the government to manage the
pandemic was above 80
percent,” reveals an additional report by TIME.
The virus was eliminated for 102 days before
an outbreak in August,
according to NBC News.
This new outbreak compromised the date of
the original election, as

many parties complained
that they could not reach
broad audiences due to
the lockdowns imposed
from the new rise of infections. The Election
Commission was prepared to hold the election
with proper sanitation and
social distancing, but Ardern eventually moved the
date, claiming, “Ultimately, the 17th of October...
provides sufficient time
for parties to plan around
the range of circumstances we will be campaigning
under,” reports Reuters.
The prime minister’s
landslide victory against
the National Party led by
Judith Collins resulted in
a win of 49 percent of the
vote and a majority in the
Parliament, says NBC.
In addition to her efforts with the coronavirus, many also admire her
response to the Christchurch terrorist attack
of March 2019. Not long
after the attack, she called
for stricter gun laws on
semi-automatic weapons.
The
government’s
successful efforts against
the virus are no secret as
Wellington, the country’s
capital, recently held a
rugby match against Australia with over 30,000
fans, says New York
Times. The country also
no longer mandates lock-

downs, masks, or social
distancing. With New
Zealand emerging strongly as the pandemic still
rages around the world,
it is no surprise that Ardern’s management of
the pandemic was a big
influence that led to her
reelection.

Contact Mark at mark.
stachowski@student.shu.edu

Contact Juliet at juliet.nangini@student.shu.edu

Age of Coronavirus
Zach Schullian
Staff Writer
2019 Nobel Peace
Prize winner and Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed is facing a critical
moment as ethnic tensions boil. Abiy was elected in 2018 and is seen
by many outsiders as a
reformer seeking to lead
Ethiopia away from the
current system of ethnic
federalism towards a more
unified, secular federalist
form of government. Under the constitution, Ethiopia is divided into nine
ethnically-based regions
that are each granted a
significant amount of autonomy from the central
government.
However, to achieve
many of Abiy’s economic reforms, increasingly
dangerous ethnic tensions
must be settled, especially
in the Oromia and Tigray
regions, the Washington
Post notes. Abiy’s political goals remain unclear
though, despite having a
strong economic vision
for the country.
In March 2020, Abiy’s
administration decided
to postpone the September 2020 elections at the
onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, extending the
Collin Duran
Staff Writer
In March 2019, toward the beginning of
the coronavirus pandemic, South Korea became
one of the first countries
outside of China to face
the COVID-19 pandemic. The country adopted
a liberal yet effective way
to flatten the infection
curve, ultimately enabling
the country to host their
parliamentary elections
on April 15 as scheduled.
The results were staggering. Not only did South
Korea see its highest voter turnout in almost thirty
years, but the state reported zero new infections
related to the election
through the following
fourteen day incubation
period, reports The Atlantic.
The country’s ability
to hold safe national elections should not come as a
surprise. South Korea was
an early leader in coronavirus response protocol
and, according to NPR,
even received praise from
the head of the WHO,
Tedros
Ghebreyesus,
who called on the global
community to, “apply the
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government’s
mandate
into at least 2021, The
New York Times reports.
This was met with backlash from leaders in the
ethnic Tigray region, who
called it a “power grab”
by Abiy’s government and
stated that they were not
adequately consulted.
Later in July, a famous
Oromo singer and rights
activist Hachalu Hundessa was shot and killed
by an unknown suspect
while driving in the capital
city, Addis Ababa. Abiy
accused foreign forces of
assassinating the singer in
an attempt to destabilize
the nation, alluding to a
dispute with Egypt and
Sudan over the Grand
Ethiopian
Renaissance
Dam project. BBC News
describes the shooting
as having sparked mass
violent protests by Oromo citizens, which were
followed up by a controversial internet shutdown
and arrests of multiple
high-ranking Oromo officials.
These actions by Abiy’s
administration drew commendation from many
outsiders since a big part
of Abiy’s campaign was
releasing political opponents and journalists who
suffered under previous

administrations. To make
matters more difficult for
the Prime Minister, the
Tigray region held local
elections in September
which he called “unconstitutional” and “illegal.”
As Abiy’s government
consolidates more power,
some Tigrayans reportedly held talks regarding
possible secession.
It is also interesting to
note that under Article 39
of the Ethiopian constitution, a region may “govern themselves as they see
fit.” This clause technically makes it legal for a region to secede, although
the section notes that
the founding democratic
principles should, in theory, incentivize the citizens
of a region to contribute
more to the national identity than its own.
Throughout
October, tensions continued
to rise between the central government and the
Tigray region. During the
week of November 2,
Al Jazeera reports Abiy
launched a campaign
against Tigrayan forces in
the north of the region
after accusing them of
attacking a military base.
Federal forces have also
captured four towns and
executed more than 10 air

raids. Tigrayans say Abiy’s
government has unfairly
targeted them as part of a
crackdown on past rights
abuses and corruption.
The conflicts in the
Oromia and Tigray regions trace back decades
following the overthrow
of the communist People’s Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia by the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) in 1991. After
the TPLF rose to power,
which represented only 6
percent of the country’s
population,
Tigrayans
were far too nationally over-represented for
the liking of many other
groups. As a member of
the Oromo ethnic group,
Abiy’s rise to power in
2018 marked a decline in
influence for the TPLF,
as he hoped to distribute
power more evenly.
Before 2018, the power of the TPLF largely
came at the cost of the
Oromos, the most populous Ethiopian ethnic
group at over 34 percent
of the population. During
the peak of TPLF power,
many human rights organizations depicted Ethiopia as a police state. Under
the pretext of ‘fighting
terrorism’, the regime exiled, prosecuted, and con-

lessons learned in [South]
Korea and elsewhere”
in the struggle against
COVID-19. Reuters says
South Korea was able to
handle the outbreak so effectively through their impressive national testing
contact tracing campaign.
Similar to the nation’s
response to the pandemic
on a whole, South Korea’s
election success story
cannot be attributed to
a singular policy or measure. The government
implemented a comprehensive plan with a multitude of safety protocols
at polling locations while
engaging in a media blitz
to inform citizens of new
voting procedures. A report from HealthyElections.org outlines various
tactics adopted to ensure
a safe and successful
election process, including early voting, constant
voting booth sanitation,
special polling stations
for quarantined voters,
and poll worker health
requirements. These measures translated into 40
percent of all voters in
the election participating
in the early voting process.
Regardless of the day

South Koreans cast their
ballots, all voters were
required to stand a yard
apart from one another,
have their temperature
checked at voting station
entrances, and wear vinyl
gloves in voting booths.
Even citizens under mandatory self-quarantines
had the opportunity to
vote, as 60,000 infected
South Koreans lined up at
polls across the country
to vote during a special
5:20 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. voting period. These citizens
were required to go directly from the quarantine
area to polling stations
and directly back, a policy
that was successfully implemented through GPS
tracking and communication between citizens and
health officials. Strict sanitation practices helped
the election process too,
as 550,000 poll officials
worked tirelessly to disinfect voting booths around
the country.
Media
operations
played a major role
in ensuring safety, trust,
and participation in the
election. South Korea’s
National Election Commission (NEC) created
television
broadcasts,

p o s t e r s,
and banners with
information
regarding
voting procedures amidst
the pandemic. The NEC
paired their mass media
campaigns with Code of
Conduct pamphlets for
voters and live streams of
polling locations for the
sake of transparency.
Credit for the success
of South Korea’s elections must also be given
to voters. South Koreans exercised their civic
duty to vote in a time of
crisis while placing their
faith in the healthcare
system. Junyeong Kim, a
South Korean undergraduate student, talked about
how “while the world is
suffering from the pandemic, South Korea held
an election and provided the chance to vote…
Such moments create a
mechanism for the people
to choose a new path for
the country to accelerate
new infectious prevention strategies against the
spread of the virus,” reports the Wilson Center.
Mr. Kim’s sentiments
were shared by other citizens, such as Sung Janghyung, the mayor of

Ethiopia

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed. 			

victed several opposition
leaders, community leaders, journalists, bloggers,
and activists, punishing
criticisms of any type.
However,
following
Abiy’s rise to power in
2018, many hoped that
his administration’s policies would give priority
to the Oromo population
after decades of oppression. As a result of the
long history of a lopsided
balance of power, both
groups felt disappointed
when Abiy’s government
did not match their expectations. To maintain ade-

Courtesy of Bair.

quate national and social
stability, Abiy now walks
a thin tightrope among
starkly opposing interests.
Many of his economic reforms require a more centralized government and
a consolidation of power
– which is extremely difficult to accomplish under
this type of political climate, TIME adds.
Contact Zach at zach.schullian@student.shu.edu

South Korea

President Moon Jae-in.

Seoul’s Yongsan district.
In a conversation with
BBC News, the mayor
notes that citizens “recognized the seriousness of
the situation and showed
mature citizenship by
encouraging electoral officials rather than complaining.” While the NEC
and state health officials
played a large role in easing voters’ worries about
the safety of voting, it
was ultimately voters that
legitimized the election.
The election resulted
in a massive win for the
leftist Democratic Party
of President Moon Jaein, which scored a total
of 163 out of 300 seats

Courtesy of WikimediaCommons.

in parliament. BBC News
reports that the Platform
Party, a sister party of the
Democratic Party, landed an additional 17 seats
to cement a decisive win
for liberal politics in the
South Korean state. But
the real win was not for
any political party, but for
the potential to have fair,
free, and safe elections
during one of the most
turbulent periods in recent history.
Contact Collin at collin.
duran@student.shu.edu
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Protecting Journalists is Important Now More than Ever
Natalie Sherman
Staff Writer
In the words of UNESCO Director-General
Audrey Azoulay, “telling the truth comes at
a price.” In just the first
nine months of this year,
39 journalists were killed.
This number is low in
comparison to the rest of
the last decade, but journalists still face threats
and violence despite their
special status. Al Jazeera
notes, “journalists practicing self-censorship in
reaction to widespread
threats could also be a
factor.”
Intimidation, threats,
and violence directed toward journalists led UN
Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres to call
for their protection on
the International Day to
End Impunity for Crimes
Against Journalists. He
noted that many of those
who killed or otherwise
harmed journalists have
escaped
prosecution.
The work of journalists
is more important now
than ever. The turbulence

of this year around the
world, from large-scale
protests to pandemic response, requires honest
reporting. The Dhaka Tribune reports that the Secretary-General compared
misinformation online to
the spread of a pandemic,
an especially timely metaphor.
A new report by UNESCO details the threats
and intimidation many
journalists faced in 2020
for covering protests
across the globe and the
COVID-19
pandemic.
The report found “[female journalists] are
particularly targeted by
offline and online gender-based attacks putting
their safety at risk –
these attacks can range
from harassment, trolling
and doxxing to physical
and sexual assault.”
Online harassment is a
genuine problem for journalists, many of whom
must have a large online
presence because of the
nature of their work. Users can hide behind anonymous accounts and use
intimidation and threats

to try to frighten journalists into giving up or
backing down. Doxxing,
or the exposure of someone’s personal information, is also a significant
issue. It is impossible to
feel safe when the threats
involve information such
as the address or names
of family members.
Physical
violence
against journalists continues to be a problem.
This year saw protests in
many countries, including
the United States, Nigeria, Poland, and Serbia.
Balkan Insight reports
that even after their journalists identified themselves as journalists, many
were still beaten and teargassed by police and protesters while reporting on
the protests that broke
out in Belgrade in July.
The protests were in response to the installation
of a curfew to prevent the
spread of COVID-19.
The Unsafe for Scrutiny report published by
The Foreign Policy Centre
details how legal means
have been taken to silence
journalists. The report fo-

João Doria is running
in the 2022 presidential
election and challenging
incumbent Jair Bolsonaro,
increasing an already contentious relationship. The
petty fighting has more
to do with gaining power rather than the safety
of the public. Thus, the
President and Governor’s
strong opposing views are
driving further from the
common goal of decreasing mortality rates.
Brazil has the third
most coronavirus cases
in the world with 5.6 million infections and the
second most deaths with
nearly 163,000 dead. It
ranks fourth in per-capita deaths, according to
Bloomberg. Yet, this serious toll did not unify the
nation.

To better understand
Brazil’s 5.6 million infections, when President
Bolsonaro contracted the
virus, he behaved recklessly by not wearing a
mask and ignoring health
guidelines. He also promoted
hydroxychloroquine, an unproven and
potentially
dangerous
coronavirus treatment,
states The New York
Times. The Brazilian
President does not create
a good precedent during
this pandemic. He recklessly interacts while infected and promotes a
false treatment. His citizens could easily mimic
not wearing masks and
opt for false treatment.
MercoPress
reports
that on November 1,
more than 300 Brazil-

UNSG Guterres spoke on the importance of journalists.

		

Courtesy of Wikipedia.

cused on journalists who
report on financial misconduct, many of whom
were harassed and threatened during their investigations.
Harassment,
threats, and legal action
interfere with journalists’
ability to do their job.
Legal
proceedings
and legal threats are often used as a way to intimidate journalists into
backing down. As noted by The International
Consortium of Investigative Journalists, “[legal
threats] seek to exploit a
skewed balance of power between often-underfunded reporting enterprises and the legal might

of attorneys hired by the
world’s wealthiest people
and corporations.”
Legal threats are an especially nefarious kind of
intimidation because they
silence journalists and
rely on power imbalances
to uphold the status quo.
It is the preferred tactic
of white-collar criminals
and those committing financial crimes. This tactic is seen throughout
the world and is often
dismissed, but it causes
significant harm to the
integrity of reporting and
freedom of information.
Many journalists are even
forced to give up on this
kind of investigative jour-

nalism altogether because
of how damaging these
lawsuits and exhaustive
legal proceedings can be
to their careers.
Protecting journalists
means not just protecting their lives but also
protecting the integrity
of their work and recognizing its value. We need
journalism now more
than ever to combat the
stream of misinformation online and find real
answers during uncertain
times, tactics such as legal
threats and harassment
endanger their reporting.

ians in São Paulo gathered to protest Doria’s
support of a mandatory
CoronaVac vaccine. One
protester claimed, “This
doesn’t happen anywhere
in the world, not even
China,” calling Doria an
“authoritarian
Chinese
ambassador.”
Bolsonaro has expressed prejudice against
China. He instills fear
in his people to his own
advantage. He persuades
them not to trust science
but to trust him. According to the Associated
Press, Bolsonaro echoed
the protesters of São Paulo, stating “Brazilians will
not be guinea pigs to the
Chinese.” Mr. Bolsonaro
devalued the credibility of
the Coronavac simply because of its origin, depicting his skewed view while
rearing from his duty to
keep his citizens safe. He
manipulated his narrative
as he cares about the safety of his citizens, although
he is more focused on the
control China would have
if they were to test their
vaccine in Brazil.
On November 10,
Bolsonaro said Brazilians
“must stop being sissies”
about the virus, adding: “We are all going to
die one day,” reports Al

Jazeera. This recent remark lacks empathy and
sensitivity to the civilians
dying from this horrific disease, emphasizing
Bolsonaro’s spiraling and
loosening the grip of his
role as President all the
while tightening the grasp
of his position as President. Additional pressure
by the political challenger Doria running against
him and supporting the
vaccine can only drive
Bolsonaro to be more
radical and volatile.
Bolsonaro’s
political goals are not for the
health of his citizens, but
the role Brazil plays on the
international stage. Wall
Street Journal reports that
Bolsonaro claims Chinese
investments threaten the
country’s
“sovereignty
and national security.”
Bolsonaro is so hyper fixated on remaining as president and staying in power
that he becomes blind to
domestic concerns. The
citizens are stuck in the
crossfire and are misinformed by a power-hungry ruler.
To separate Bolsonaro’s paranoia from the
facts of the CoronaVac:
“Pfizer Inc. and BioNTech SE released early
findings showing that a

vaccine they are developing prevented more
than 90% of symptomatic infections in the trial
of tens of thousands of
volunteers, boosting hope
for a quick neutralization
of Covid-19,” according
to Bloomberg. Along with
China’s science ministry,
the company inoculated
about 60,000 volunteers
in final-stage trials with
no reports of serious adverse events.
The ultimate choice
to make immunizations
mandatory in Brazil is
decided by the Supreme
Court. The vaccine implantation was suspended for a few days after
someone who received
the vaccine died. Scientists discovered that the
death was unrelated to the
vaccine so they continued
the trial. The paranoia the
President inspires and
the lack of moral prioritization reinforces him as
being unfit to lead Brazil.
Hopefully, this vaccine
works in their favor, the
death rates decrease, and
citizens are more cognizant of the 2022 election.

Contact Natalie at natalie.
sherman@student.shu.edu

Politicization of a Pandemic Costs Lives

Melissa Myrtaj
Staff Writer

Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro and Governor
of São Paulo João Doria
clashed over the implementation of a mandatory coronavirus vaccination of the São Paulo
region. Joao Doria is in
favor of making CoronaVac, a COVID-19 immunization, mandatory
alongside other non-coronavirus vaccines as Brazil
requires. Sinovac is a China-based biopharmaceutical company developing
the CoronaVac and would
conduct phase three trials
on the São Paulo citizens,
which is favored by Governor Doria, according to
the South China Morning
Post.

The politicization of COVID-19 in Brazil proves detrimental.

Courtesy of MercoPress.

Contact Melissa at melissa.
myrtaj@student.shu.edu
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Hamzah Khan
Staff Writer

Muslim leaders around
the world have decried
France’s response to multiple terrorist attacks last
month. In the aftermath
of the brutal beheading
of schoolteacher Samuel Paty for showing offensive drawings of the
Prophet Muhammad on
October 16 and the Nice
attacks on October 29,
the French government
unleashed a strict crackdown on many Muslim
organizations within the
country. To reiterate their
devotion to free speech,
many government buildings in France displayed
the offensive cartoons
that sparked the attacks
in the first place, reports
The Independent. President Emmanuel Macron
has strongly supported
these actions and has
stated multiple times the
need to reform Islam and
end “Islamic separatism,”
reports Euronews.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey,
Prime Minister Imran
Khan of Pakistan, Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif of Iran, and
countless other officials
across the Middle East

world pounced at the
opportunity to portray
themselves as “defenders
of the faith” by condemning Macron and France.
Erdogan even went so far
as to question Macron’s
mental state. One would
think that these are the
words of passionate leaders coming to the defense
of their fellow Muslims
in France, but their words
ring extremely hollow
when compared to their
non-existent condemnation of the cultural genocide of Uighur Muslims
in Xinjiang Province of
China.
In Bangladesh, 40,000
people marched in the
streets of the capital of
Dhaka while burning pictures of President Macron, according to The
New York Times, yet
how many Bangladeshi
leaders urged supporters
to march against China?
None. Iran’s Foreign Minister condemned President Macron’s actions and
the display of offensive
caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad. What has
he said about China, on
the other hand? That’s
right: nothing. Qatar and
Kuwait have implemented a boycott of French
products from their gro-

cery stores and their foreign ministries were quick
to condemn France and
President Macron’s comments. So then where is
their boycott of Chinese
goods and infrastructure
projects? Instead, the
Gulf countries’ alliances
with China are stronger
than ever, according to
the European Council
on Foreign Relations. As
long as these countries
benefit from trade with
China and its “Belt and
Road Initiative,” they are
willing to turn a blind eye
to genocide.
The fault is not with
the civilians of these nations of course, as they
are only marching in defense of their beloved
Prophet. Their cowardly
leaders, however, have
exploited this opportunity to advance their own
political agendas. President Erdogan is eager to
distract from the fact that
Turkey’s economy is in
dire shape as the value of
the lira plunged to historic lows, according to The
Guardian. Pakistan is also
facing economic strains
while Iran and Middle
Eastern countries are
dealing with the devastating effects of COVID-19.
In July 2019, these

same “champions of Is- staunch defenders of hu- Iran and China, reports
lam” blocked a UN res- man rights either. In Tur- It is no surprise that their
olution that would allow key, Erdogan’s party has leaders are more “offendindependent observers eroded the rights of reli- ed” by cartoons than an
to document the events gious minorities including actual genocide.
taking place in Xinjiang. Christians, Alevi Shiites,
In the wake of domesInterestingly
enough, and Jews by restricting tic uncertainty, Muslim
France supported this their public exercise of leaders have jumped at
resolution, while almost religion and forcing them the opportunity to “deevery Muslim majority na- to take Islamic courses in fend Islam” and project
tion opposed it, according school, according to New their “righteous indignato Al Jazeera.
Europe. Pakistan has an tion” to the rest of the
In fact, The Indepen- arcane blasphemy law that world. Yet sadly, Muslim
dent reports that almost says you can be killed for leaders have surrendered
all these nations signed a insulting the Prophet Mu- to China’s will, while Chiletter defending China’s hammad, states BBC. Ku- na continues to violate
“contribution to the in- wait, Qatar, and the Gulf human rights with imputernational human rights Countries’ records on hu- nity. The silence by Muscause.” All this while al- man rights are atrocious, lim leaders is deafening
most 1 million Uighur as they repress their reli- and their empty words
Muslims are detained in gious minorities and are mean nothing to the milconcentration
camps, effectively modern-day lions of Muslims in China
Uighur women are forci- slave states according to who may never be heard
bly sterilized, and Uighur the Global Slavery Index. from again.
children are separated Saudi Arabia beheads
from their families and more people than ISIS Contact Hamzah at hamzah.
forced to renounce their – the only countries that
khan@student.shu.edu
culture, reports CNN and execute more people are
the Associated Press.
Although
France’s
policies are extremely
problematic, countries who side with
perpetrators of genocide in what is essentially a modern-day
Nazi Germany have
no leg to stand on.
These
Muslim
countries who support China’s atrocities, however, are no France is under pressure from the Muslim World. Courtesy of Nadine Sayegh.

woman’s right to choose.
Reuters reports that two
demonstrators stripped
naked in front of the
Presidential Palace with
swear words written on
their bodies. The symbolic representation of the
act was a physical demonstration of the fight for
women’s rights and the
ongoing battle to protect
healthcare and reproductive rights for women.
The demonstrations represent the ongoing contentious dispute between
progressives and conservatives in the Catholic
country, as well.
In response to the
massive protests, Poland’s
Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki sent a message to the government
to discuss modifying the
ban to be less restrictive
in hopes of settling the
streets during the midst
of a global pandemic.
The Associated Press reports Morawiecki stated,

“I ask you to sit down together for talks. May our
disputes not be held in
the streets and may they
not be the cause of more
infections”. The Prime
Minister’s response represents a hopeful start for
the protestors who refuse
to cease their demands
for change until the barbaric law is overturned.
The Associated Press
also explains that the
right-wing party currently in power has a history
of conservative opinions
regarding other issues
such as LGBT rights

and animal rights. The
majority of Polish citizens want Prime Minister
Morawiecki to step away
from the administration’s
conservative views. The
ruling on abortion is the
last straw for the already
unfavored Prime Minister who now suffers a
great deal with his public
standing. It is clear that
Poland does not support
the current conservative
direction, and the government will face continuous
backlash from the people.
In response to the massive protests, Polish Pres-

Abortion Ban in Poland under Protest: Never Doubt
a Woman’s Power

Arezu Shamsaei-Gil
Staff Writer

Massive protests took
place in late October in
Warsaw, Poland. The root
of the anger stems from
the country’s rightwing
Law and Justice party’s
decision to outlaw the
majority of abortions.
The legislation bans abortions in cases where the
fetus is diagnosed with a
serious and irreversible
birth defect and makes
them
unconstitutional.
The Guardian explains
that this decision sparked
outrage in Warsaw, as this
ban outlaws 96 percent of
legal abortions that take
place in Poland.
Over 400,000 women and allies took to the
streets in response to this
legislation and took part
in a “women’s strike”.
The demonstrations have
gained much attention on
the internet as the country faces a battle for a

Protest in Warsaw against abortion laws. Courtesy of Mateusz Dobrowolski.

ident Andrzej Duda offered an alternative to the
law instead, banning only
abortions on fetuses with
down syndrome. This
small change represents
the power that protests
have and how the people
can demand change from
their government while
also seeing results. However, CBS News explains
this alteration to the law
is still too restrictive and
the people remain opposed. Since the government is not budging much
on the issue, the protests
will continue until less restrictive actions are taken
against abortion.
As the world observes
Poland’s restrictive policy
pass at its highest court,
explains that the United
States is watching very
closely. The two countries now share a history
of ongoing debates concerning the restriction
on abortions. U.S. law
follows Roe V. Wade,

the 1973 Supreme Court
decision which legalizes abortions during the
first trimester. However,
state restrictions make
it difficult for women to
use their right. These restrictions are constantly
argued in courts in order
to prevent their implementation but are not always successful. Although
the U.S. has Roe v. Wade
to protect abortions at
the federal level, what
is occurring in Poland’s
conservative government
could be an inspiration
for the U.S. With the new
confirmation of Justice
Amy Coney Barrett taking
a seat at the U.S. Supreme
Court, her unclear opinion on abortion might
lead to new discussions to
overturn the highly controversial decision of Roe
v Wade and put women’s
reproductive rights at risk.
Contact Arezu at arezu.
shamsaeigil@student.shu.edu
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Should the Opinions of Foreign Leaders Matter in
U.S. Elections?

views are often considered in foreign elections.
In the 2018 Brazilian
election, for example,
Trump’s views from economic growth to climate
change arguably qualified
President Jair Bolsonaro’s
victory. ABC News notes
Bolsonaro needs Trump
to win in 2020 to legitimize the Brazilian presidency. While the degree
to which Trump’s direct
influence is not as strong,
The White House awaits a new President.Courtesy of WikimediaCommons. it signifies the almost ‘suoperations abroad and a preme’ view of the AmerPatrick Condon
member of internation- ican President’s views.
Staff Writer
al agreements, it is made In the future, the Biden
The recent November obvious that this election presidency too will signal
election in the United reaches far beyond the many international policy
States shed light on the borders of the United views to be accounted for
near future of the U.S.’s States. However, because in foreign elections in the
international
involve- the U.S. is entrenched in- next four years.
The most significant
ment. In many ways, the ternationally and, in many
future of many trade countries, domestically, of these foreign leaders’
agreements depended on does that validate the in- views, if they will be conthis election, with certain put of foreign leaders sidered, would most likely
come from the U.S.’s Eudoom guaranteed from a into the 2020 election?
Due to the convoluted ropean allies. Even now,
Trump victory. However, even as Biden came and interconnected na- as a second COVID-19
out on top, there was ture of the international wave sweeps across the
Europeans
not necessarily a wave community, there is no continent,
of hope and certainty easy answer to whether worry about short-term
for many foreign leaders, a foreign leader’s views economic and health efstates NPR. With the U.S. should be taken into ac- fects as well as the longbecoming
increasingly count in U.S. elections. term agreements made
involved with military However, U.S. Presidents’ with the U.S. After the

Trump Administration
departed from international agreements like
the Paris Climate Accord
and the Iran Nuclear
Agreement (JCPOA), a
mandate to rejoin those
agreements formed for
the Biden presidency.
According to CNN, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and French President Emmanuel Macron
led the push for a Biden
presidency, arguing that
“Europe should maintain
good relations with the
U.S., but prepare for disengagement.”
As European leaders
hope for a Biden presidency to strike equitable
trade agreements, a list
of other foreign leaders
come into play on the
topic of human rights.
Time states that with a
Biden presidency, Mexico, South Korea, South
Africa, Australia, and
many other countries will
find more cooperation
on human rights issues,
which were previously
unacknowledged by the
Trump administration.
However, with a Trump
presidency, China, Russia,

Brazil, Saudi Arabia, and
many other nations who
have committed grave human rights abuses since
2016, would have benefited from continued silence
for another four years.
Possibly the largest divide between Trump and
Biden in key international
issues is their approach
to addressing the history
of human rights abuses
under many foreign administrations endorsed
by President Trump. In
this way, the human rights
abuses under the Xi, Putin, Bolsonaro, and Salman governments might
have been overlooked
even further with these
leaders’ opinions muddying the waters between
just and unjust foreign
opinions.
As Biden pledged
to scale back many of
Trump’s aggressive policies towards foreign
adversaries, he also denounced human rights
abuses in places Trump
seemingly turned a blind
eye. If the U.S. election
factored in foreign opinion on a President’s condemnation of human

rights abuses, leaders
of many countries who
commit human rights
abuses would be silenced.
However, if the U.S. election factored in the opinions of foreign leaders
of a President’s favorable
opinion on trade agreements, many European
leaders’ voices would be
lifted.
With the seemingly
contradictory statements
made, it appears that foreign opinion would only
muddy the already complicated waters of the U.S.
election cycle. Therefore,
it may be best for candidates to disregard the
claims of foreign leaders.
Perhaps though, because
the U.S. may only progress in the international
community by participation in a diverse field of
international agreements,
the views of foreign leaders should be acknowledged, at least for the betterment of the American
people.
Contact Patrick at patrick.
condon@student.shu.edu

Will Australia-China Trade Tiff Turn into a
Trade War?

Sara Khalid
Staff Writer

Australia’s relationship
with China, its largest
trading partner, is increasingly strained as a result
of a row over new Chinese trade restrictions.
Relations between the two
nations have been tense
for years due to a series
of policy disputes. When
Australia supported an
international inquiry into
China’s handling of the
coronavirus pandemic,
their ties officially began
to sour. The countries
have faced more disputes
than agreements over the
years, like in 2018 when
Australia became the first
country to publicly ban
China’s Huawei from its
5G network.
Australia and China
signed a free trade agreement that went into effect on December 20,
2015; shortly thereafter,
Australia quickly became
wary of China. Australian government officials
reasoned that exporters
in every industry make

Australia-China relations are being strained. 				

assessments around the
risks of trading with China and understand the
greater the risk, the greater the potential reward, as
reports CNBC. However,
the financial stakes are
high since China’s goods
and services account
for 27.4 percent of the
world’s trade.
Currently, their rocky
relationship leaves the
Australian economy in
the balance. It could be
potentially severely damaged if trade ties were
severed since the export
market is worth nearly
$104 billion. In February
of 2019, China’s northern port banned imports
of Australian coal until

2019, and in 2020, China
halted imports from four
of Australia’s largest meat
processors. China is the
largest buyer of Australian cotton, so when they
ordered cotton mills to
halt purchases of Australian supplies or face a
tariff of 40 percent, Australia’s economy suffered,
states Reuters.
These trade disputes
spiraled to the brink of
a trade war between the
two, with the cotton industry in the middle of
it. Roughly 65 percent
of Australia’s crop goes
to China. According to
VOA news, after China
imposed tariffs as high
as 40 percent, most Aus-

Courtesy of Australia Institute of International Affairs.

tralian mills were heavily
impacted by the loss. Additionally, officials report
that communication with
the Chinese government
is difficult, and as such,
analysts recommend Australia demonstrate precise
and delicate diplomacy
to preserve the unstable
trading relationship between them.
Australia’s vocal criticism of China and its
handling of COVID-19
caused China to retaliate
against the nation even
further. Beijing went on
to impose extremely high
tariffs on many other areas of agriculture such as
barley and wine, reports
Fortune. This tactic of fi-

nancial punishment leaves
little room for the two nations to make peace.
Richard McGregor, a
senior fellow at the Lowy
Institute, China seemingly seeks to penalize Australia and make them an
example to the rest of the
world, reports They want
to send a message to other countries that political
disagreements are costly. However, China has
remained adamant that
they do not target Australia and are committed to
trading rules, despite the
suspension of Australian
cotton purchases and other agricultural products.
These aggressive tactics
on China’s part certain-

ly do not help Australia’s
current recession, the first
one in almost 30 years.
The Financial Review
states that Joe Biden’s U.S.
election win could help
Australia reset relations
with China and eliminate
the chances of a trade war
that would jeopardize billions of dollars’ worth of
export goods. In the past,
China has been reluctant
to open communication
with Australia. However,
since China has repeatedly accused the Australian
government under Prime
Minister Scott Morrison of doing President
Trump’s bidding, a new
U.S. leader could smooth
over tensions and pave
the way for an improved
relationship. Yet, some
experts do not believe
U.S. involvement in the
relationship between Australia and China is enough
to salvage the hostile and
ongoing trade dispute.
Contact Sara at sara.khalid@student.shu.edu
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Jasmine DeLeon
Staff Writer
Recently the Diplomatic Envoy had the opportunity to interview
Reverend Robert Chase,
a Fellow at the School
of Diplomacy and International Relations Center for UN and Global
Governance Studies. The
interview focused on his
work in fostering interfaith dialogues and his
views on the role of religion in the United States
2020 presidential election.
Reverend Chase is a
career professional in the
clergy. He has spent most
of his life working on social justice as an ordained
minister for the United
Church of Christ, and
continues to do so. He
is the founding director
of Intersections International, a global initiative
of the Collegiate Church
of New York with the
mandate to “bring people
together across lines of
difference.” As a member
of the U.S.-Pakistan Interreligious Consortium
(UPIC), an initiative of
Intersections International, Reverend Chase spent
years building relationships

between
the
nal, logical
people of Pabasis. It is
kistan and the
important
United States.
for people
When he first
concer ned
started visiting
about globPakistan, Reval peace to
erend Chase
cut through
observed how
that, to figreligion was a
ure out how
cause of suswe can work
picion among
together
M u s l i m s , Reverend Robert Chase at an event. 			
Courtesy of Seton Hall University. in light of
Christians, and Jews. “We
that.” Having engaged
had to convince them are in our country are be- been his experience. The with people of different
that we were not there to lieved to be oppressed. person who made the faiths, Reverend Chase
convert them and that we These women were very comment later apologized explained that for many
were there to hear their engaged, inquisitive, and to the host, and the Uni- people, their faith instories and find points curious, which was very versity of Management fluences many of their
of commonality.” Build- delightful to see, and they and Technology eventu- decisions. However, he
ing that trust proved to shattered the stereotypes ally became a sponsor. stressed the importance
be difficult work. After a that we had.”
Speaking on this, Rev- of exercising caution
decade of dialogues and
The second step is be- erend Chase stated that, when it comes to religion.
building
relationships, ing authentic in who you “those are moments of
“People of faith need
UPIC was finally invited are. During one of his first potential growth.”
to be careful and attentive
to Pakistan in 2018.
trips to Pakistan, ReverFrom his years of to not use their religion to
The first step in build- end Chase was invited to work, Reverend Chase has justify any private political
ing this relationship, Rev- speak to an assembly of made the observation that agenda. It is very easy to
erend Chase explained, elders at the University of people’s religious convic- do that, and we need to
was listening to people Management and Tech- tions are often at the core be careful that it does not
and letting them know nology. During their con- of their identity, making become a form of idolathat you want to hear their versation, somebody said, it difficult for people to try. True religion should
stories, which lays the “I’m glad that Christians navigate existing differ- not be believed blindly to
groundwork for building and Muslims are meeting ences. Giving an example, the extent that you harm
trust. One experience Re- because we know that all Reverend Chase stated, other people. It should be
vered Chase recalled was the problems in the world “If someone says that a starting point for a diawhen UPIC engaged with are caused by Jews.” Rev- they truly believe their logue about what is really
a group of mostly young erend Chase strongly op- views and their way is the important. I feel that we
Pakistani women. “The posed the statement and only way, it is very hard to did that with UPIC.”
Pakistani women who affirmed that has not attack them on any ratioIn regards to his

views on how religion
has shaped the U.S. 2020
presidential election, Reverend Chase stated that
he believes there is a lot
of fake news surrounding
religion, which makes it
even more important not
to let one’s political views
be shaped solely by religion. “In addition to having one hand on the Bible,
we need to have one hand
on today’s newspaper and
be really attentive to not
use religion to advance a
private agenda.”
Before the election
results came out, Reverend Chase stated in his
weekly blog that whatever the outcome is, “we
must commit ourselves
to intentionally expanding our efforts to listen
to one another and to understand each other. [This
is an important effort to]
move forward to end the
pandemic, improve the
economy, address systemic racism, fight climate
change, and build up our
credibility on the world
stage.”
Contact Jasmine at jasmine.
deleon1@student.shu.edu
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Center for Peace and Conflict Studies Speaker Series:
“Peacekeeping in Lebanon” with Mr. Assaad
Anita Baloukjy
Staff Writer

On Monday, November 2, The Center for
Peace and Conflict Studies at Seton Hall University’s School of Diplomacy
and International Relations presented “Peacemaking in Lebanon” with
Mr. Assaad Chaftari, as
a part of its speaker series. In his talk, he shared
his personal journey and
what that journey means
for present peacebuilding
efforts in Lebanon. Mr.

Mr. Assaad Chaftani.

Chaftari is the co-founder and vice president of
Fighters for Peace, an
NGO based in Lebanon
and comprised of ex-civil
war fighters.
Mr. Chaftari began by
outlining the stark difference between his former
and current perceptions
on Muslims. “The Muslim was someone so different from us that it was
thought they were best
avoided. The difference
was a social and political
one.” Mr. Chaftari explained that at the time

Courtesy of Fighters for Peace.

this view was based off
the fact that Muslims
were considered inferior,
lazy, and poor. It was only
until later did he realize
this was a result of Christian prerogatives.
It was not until a coup
in 1985 by fellow Christians following a tripartite
agreement in Lebanon
that Mr. Chaftari’s view
towards Muslims started
to change. After meeting
with dialogue groups, Mr.
Chaftari began his path
of reconciliation with the
Muslim community. This
involved issuing a public
apology. Since then he
has been dedicated to fostering peace with Fighters
for Peace. He focuses on
building bridges between
divided communities in
cities such as Tripoli and
Beirut.
When
reflecting
on peacebuilding, Mr.
Chaftari described that
politicians in Lebanon
are invested in the present broken system. Pol-

iticians are not willing to
work towards peace as it
means admitting faults
and taking responsibility
for their role in the conflict. He posed the question of how we can ask
politicians and leaders to
accept and admit their
mistakes if they think
that strength is their asset,
and taking responsibility
would weaken them.
Delving further into
this relationship, Mr.
Chaftari stated that the
central government in
Lebanon is weaker than
any other component.
No central pillar exists
in Lebanon to protect its
people and declare who
is at fault. Politicians and
sectarian leaders dominate law enforcement and
legal positions in a justice
system that Mr. Chaftari
described as being broken. Mr. Chaftari alluded
to the recent explosion in
the Beirut port as a prime
example of this, explaining that even fifty days af-

ter the explosion, officials
have not found the real
perpetrator(s).
The discussion transitioned to the question of
marginalization and how
the government will help
certain minorities. “It is
a country of minorities,
and every minority is fearing that it might melt and
disappear among the others,” Mr. Chaftari stated.
In his view, everyone is
ready for a new Lebanon,
but fear is stopping the
change from occurring.
Every group is afraid of
the ‘other.’
When asked about his
thoughts on Lebanon’s
hope for a secular government in the near future, Mr. Chaftari noted,
“we are asking the leaders
of the sectarian clans to
do it themselves, to annihilate themselves, and this
cannot work.” To come
to a secular government,
mutual trust and friendship must develop. This
raises the idea of trans-

formational
leadership
and communicating that
to wider society, one of
the challenges of peacebuilding.
Fighters for Peace is
a grassroots NGO. It
works with politicians,
political parties, and clergy members to spread the
message that violence is
never the answer and that
change is possible even if
it seems unattainable. The
price to be paid for peace
is ego, pride, and thinking of not only yourself
and your interests, but of
everyone’s. Mr. Chaftari
put it best saying, “peace
is not parachuted in, but
built from within.”
In his closing, Mr.
Chaftari maintained that
personal transformations
help transform others.
“If you want to change
situations let us work on
changing hearts.”
Contact Anita at anita.
baloukjy@student.shu.edu

Professor from John Hopkins University Delivers Lecture
on Decolonizing International Relations Theory

Alessandra Antonacci
Staff Writer

On Friday, November
13, the School of Diplomacy and International
Relations at Seton Hall
University invited Dr.
Robbie Shilliam to discuss decolonizing International Relations (IR)
theory. Dr. Shilliam is a
professor in the Department of International Relations at Johns Hopkins
University. Currently, he
is researching the political
and intellectual complicities of colonialism and
race in the global order.
He is also the co-founder of the Colonial, Postcolonial, and Decolonial
working group (CPD) at
the British International Studies Association
as well as a longstanding
member of the Global
Development section of
the International Studies
Association.
Dr. Shilliam’s discussion on decolonizing IR
theory revolved around
the story of a world
set five years from now
and still burdened by
COVID-19. With the
story of a girl named Michelle Delaney’s life, Dr.

Shilliam recounted limits
put on the African American community through
redlining, denial of financial and civic services, and
the potential creation of
a COVID-19 tracker app.
The app, called Symptomatic, “turns medical
diagnosis into racialized
risk management.” The
technology of Symptomatic, along with an “apartheid app” called Transactional, which is aimed at
prolonging one’s life even
if that means the consequential shortening of the
lives of others, are driven
by the pursuit of racialized genocide.
In a world where the
threat of COVID-19 is
divided by zip code, oneCOVID being the lowest
risk, often found in white
neighborhoods, and fiveCOVID being the highest
risk, often found in black
neighborhoods, redlining
has found itself taking
on a whole new form. “If
you were one white, one
wealth, you made and remade your own heredity,
you could circle, zigzag,
idle with your own freedom,” he stated as a contrast to the straight line of
Michelle’s path.

After this, he introduced, into the story,
the character of Tedros,
as well as two other devices called Human Development Index (HDI)
and Overview, both used
by the United Nations
Development Program
(UNDP). HDI was designed to counter the reduction of development
to economic growth by
bringing education and
living standards into the
equation, as well as by
paying attention to various inequalities on a national level. Overview was
a different indicator used
by G18 elites in various
countries to determine
which states they should
bilaterally invest in depending on COVID-19
infection rates. As Dr.
Shilliam described, it is an
international version of
Symptomatic and Transactional. “The premise
was that the richer the
economy, the better it
could deal with COVID’s
arrival,” Dr. Shilliam explained.
He then went on to
speak about how this was
a consequence of public management, which,
“in most domestic ju-

risdictions a billionaire
class firmly occupied the
seats of government.”
Throughout the story, he
speaks of people staying in “three-COVID”
or “one-COVID” spots
to trick the Transactional
system and catapult themselves into a more opportune position in society
than their five-COVID
spot would allow. This
was a truly chilling dystopian story told by Dr.
Shilliam, which was set
only five years into the
future but still relevant to
the current global issue of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the question and
answer portion of the
event, a student asked
Dr. Shilliam how likely is
the dystopia he described
in his story. Dr. Shilliam
responded that this story was not actually about
five years into the future,
but instead it was about
“identifying and amplifying some of the tendencies in the present.” This
would then prompt students to think about how
we navigate these tendencies, he further stated.
Another student asked
Dr. Shilliam how he believes we should end the

Professor Robbie Shilliam.

Courtesy of Johns Hopkins University.

narrative of Africa as a
“poor, helpless, powerless” place under colonization while still respecting the trauma that
colonization has caused.
The latter responded
with a story about a time
when he was in a Brazilian
favela. He said, “So many
people in Brazil see favelas as the problem, where
it is actually the ways that
people have to live in favelas, the way in which they
have to creatively survive,
might provide the rest of
humanity with the tools
they need to survive fascism.” Evidently, the fundamental challenges of
the development industry
were echoed in his story.
“The places we see as
problems usually hold the

solutions, not for themselves but for humanity…
and there is a nasty power
consistently trying to say
that these people are the
problem or the victims,”
Dr. Shilliam pointed out.
Abolishing this idea and
abolishing the reproduction of racist structures
through modern technology, as seen in Dr. Shilliam’s story, are central to
decolonizing IR theory.
Shilliam ended his talk
with the advice to “never
turn up empty, never turn
up without having done
some work already” when
addressing these issues in
one’s own community.
Contact Alessandra at alessandra.antonacci@student.
shu.edu

