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Myanmar Soldiers Admit to Rohingya Killings
Hannah Walley
Staff Writer
Two soldiers who
deserted the Myanmar
army appeared on video
testifying to the deliberate killings of Rohingya
Muslims. The video was
filmed in July, but first
reported by AP in early
September. According to
Wall Street Journal, the
soldiers, Myo Win Tun
and Zaw Naing Tun, defected from Myanmar’s
army and were taken
into custody by Arakan
Army, a Rakhine rebel
group who is fighting the
Myanmar government’s
troops. The international community has been
aware of the crimes being
committed in Myanmar
and assumed it was being
ordered by high ranking
officials but did not have
official confirmation until this video surfaced.

In the video, the soldiers detailed the rapes
and killings perpetuated against the Rohingya.
TIME reported that in
one operation, Myo Win
Tun said he participated
in the killing of “eight
women, seven children
and 15 men and elderly.”
The soldiers said their officers told them to “shoot
all that you see and that
you hear.” According to
the Irish Times, Myanmar troops would sweep
through villages, killing
everyone and burying
them in mass graves. As
the troops entered the
villages “old men were
decapitated, and young
girls were raped, their
head scarves torn off to
use as blindfolds,” said
the New York Times.
The women were often
raped before being killed.
Myo Win Tun admitted to
raping one woman, while

Zaw Naing Tun claimed
he was never directly involved with rape. After
filming the video, the
soldiers crossed the border from Myanmar into
Bangladesh in mid-August and are now believed
to be in the custody of
the International Criminal Court (ICC), the Wall
Street Journal reported.
Since August 2017,
government troops have
been systematically targeting and eliminating
the minority Rohingya
population in Myanmar.
According to BBC, the
Médecins Sans Frontières
reported that 6,700 Rohingya, including at least
730 children, were killed
in the first three months
of violence. Since then,
the violence has pushed
over 600,000 Rohingya
refugees into surrounding states like Bangladesh.
The Myanmar govern-

Displaced Rohingya gather in the Rakhine State.

ment has repeatedly denied claims of genocide
and ethnic cleansing, and
even excluded the Rohingya from the 2014 Census
because they view them
as illegal immigrants. The
army has claimed that
they are fighting violent
Rohingya militants and
trying to avoid civilian
casualties. Myanmar’s Independent Commission
of Enquiry admitted that
parts of the security forc-

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

es may have participated
in “war crimes, serious
human rights violations,
and violations of domestic law,” but denied any
and all evidence of genocide reported the BBC.
The international community has been working
to both protect the Rohingya and hold Myanmar
and its army accountable.
The United States called
the actions of Myanmar
“ethnic cleansing,” but

refrained from labeling it
as genocide. According
to NBC, The Gambia, on
behalf of the 57 countries
in the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, filed
a case before the International Court of Justice.
The case accuses Myanmar of “trying to destroy
the Rohingya as a group,
in whole or in part, by the
use of mass murder, rape,
and other forms of sexuContinue on page 2...

Brexit Talks Face Crisis Amid International Scrutiny
Andrea Hebel
Staff Writer
Brexit talks have hit a
new crisis in the European Union (EU), with
British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson vowing to
continue with a controversial bill that threatens
to undermine Britain’s
current exit agreement,
and which many say
breaks international law.
According to CNBC, the
proposed Internal Market Bill would give the
British government the
power to not consult the
EU in aid cases regarding
trade between Northern Ireland and the rest
of the EU. This move
counteracts their initial
withdraw agreement with
the EU, signed in January.
The bill also explicitly states that the powers
it outlines should apply
even if they are incompatible with international
law, states the BBC. The
UK’s initial withdraw bill,
to which Johnson directly
agreed, included language

designed to explicitly prevent the creation of a hard
border between Northern
Ireland and Ireland. The
New York Times reports
that given its current
wording, this new piece
of legislation would give
Britain the right to implement sensitive elements
of this treaty without EU
negotiation, as is required
by international law.
This plan has been
condemned by several
international
organizations, with The New York
Times also reporting that
the European Commission, suggested a desire to
take legal action against
the UK. The plan is also
being rejected by parties on both sides of the
Irish border, states Aljazeera, with Irish Foreign
Minister Simon Coveney
speaking out against the
move on Twitter. Senior
members of Northern
Ireland’s two largest Irish
national political groups,
Sinn Fein and SDLP parties, also shared criticisms.
Chief EU negotiator

Inside

EU Representatives debate on UK-EU withdrawal agreement.
Courtesy of Creative Commons.

Michel Barnier told Aljazeera that under the original withdrawal deal, the
EU’s single market rules
will still apply in Northern Ireland. This will help
to avoid the creation of
a hard border between
Ireland and Northern Ireland. The move was meant
to avoid reviving separatist tensions between the
two nations, which were
eased by the Good Friday Agreement of 1998.

The controversy around
Johnson’s plan creates a
big risk for Britain, according to Bloomberg.
If the bill were to pass, it
would greatly increase the
potential for the country
to end its Brexit transition period without a free
trade agreement with the
EU. The introduction
of quotas and tariffs on
goods from the nation’s
largest trading partner
would likely cause world-

wide economic shocks.
France24 reports that
the EU has warned Britain that any breach of
the previously established
withdrawal
agreement
would erode any trust left
between the two sides.
German Chancellor and
EU President Angela
Merkel has warned the
bloc to prepare for the
potential of a collapse in
talks multiple times since
taking the role on July
1. The United States has
also taken a firm stance
against the bill. CNBC
also reports that U.S.
Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi tweeted
that “If the UK violates
its international agreements and Brexit undermines the Good Friday
accord, there will be absolutely no chance of a
U.S.-UK trade agreement
passing the Congress.”
Officials worry that
the British government’s
open admittance to breaking the law could be detrimental to public perceptions of new legislature,

especially in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic. Former Labour leader
Ed Miliband, the party’s
current shadow business
secretary, shared his concerns with Sky News,
saying “How can we, on
the one hand, be saying
you’ve got to obey the law
but then the government
comes along and says it’s
okay for us to break the
law because it’s in a specific and limited way.”
Some analysts view the
bill as a way for Johnson
to increase his leverage
with the European Union
as Britain’s exit date looms
closer. The UK’s transition phase out of the EU
will expire on December
31. Others, however, argue that the legislature
confirms that members
of his government are
determined to cut more
ties with the bloc, reports
The New York Times.
Contact Andrea at andrea.
hebel@student.shu.edu
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Australian, American Journalists Expelled Out of China
Jasmine DeLeon
Staff Writer
In early September,
Bill Birtles, an Australian
foreign
correspondent
for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation and
China correspondent for
ABC, was advised by Australian officials to leave
China after the arrest and
detention of another foreign journalist, reports
The Guardian. Two days
later, Beijing state security broke down his door at
midnight to tell him that
he was part of a national security investigation,
was banned from leaving
the country, and that he
would be contacted the
next afternoon to answer
questions, reports BBC.
Michael Smith, a foreign correspondent for
The Australian Financial
Review (AFR), was also
visited by state security
officers to be questioned
on the Cheng Lei case.
Cheng Lei, an Australian anchor for Chinese
state media who is being investigated by the
Chinese government for

national security offenses, was detained by the
Chinese government last
month. She will likely be
detained for six months
without a lawyer, reports
The Washington Post.
After diplomatic negotiations, Smith and Birtles
were cleared to leave the
country on the condition
that they be interviewed.
Both journalists stated
that they did not see how
their questioning contributed to Cheng Lei’s investigation. In an article for
AFR, Smith stated that he
has never talked to Cheng
Lei, and Birtles stated in
an interview with BBC
that “there wasn’t any
real, rigorous effort to extract anything that could
be really used in any case.”
Their departure marks
the first time since 1970
that Australian media
has not had correspondents in China, reports
Al Jazeera. One day after
Smith and Birtles left China, Zhao Lijian, a Chinese
foreign ministry spokesperson, accused Australia
of raiding homes of four
Chinese journalists back

in June. According to AP,
Zhao Lijian claimed that
the Chinese journalist’s
work devices and personal belongings were seized
in the raids and have not
been returned yet. The
incident follows a pattern
of strained relations between Australia and China, which is Australia’s
biggest trading partner.  
This is not the first time
that China has restricted
the activities of foreign
journalists in the country.
The United States and
China are in a diplomatic standoff, pushing both
countries to take action
that restricts the activity of foreign journalists.
According to Reuters,
the Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs recently
informed the U.S. embassy in China that they
“intended to further limit
access for foreign journalists by denying press card
renewals and refusing to
process pending visa applications for those expelled earlier this year.” In
China, a foreign journalist’s press card functions
as a visa that allows them

to live in the country.
Morgan Ortagus, a
spokesperson for the U.S.
Department of State,
tweeted that “these proposed actions will worsen
the reporting environment in China, which is
already suffering a dearth
of open and independent media reporting.”
On February 3, The
Wall Street Journal (WSJ)
published an op-ed titled “China is the Real
Sick Man of Asia.” The
next day, in response
to the headline, China
expelled three reporters from the newspaper, reports the Columbia Journalism Review.
This back and forth
between WSJ and China,
however, is separate from
a larger pattern of the
U.S. government and China retaliating against each
other. On March 2, senior
U.S. State Department
officials announced a cap
limiting Chinese citizens
who work for PRC “propaganda outlets” from
160 people to 100. The
officials stated that the
cap was made because of

the “actions of the PRC
Government” against the
international press in China that is part of a “long
standing trend,” according to a state department
briefing. The officials
also stated that “it is our
hope that this action will
spur Beijing to adopt a
more fair and reciprocal approach to the U.S.
and other foreign independent press in China.”
In March, Beijing expelled U.S. journalists
from The Washington
Post, The New York
Times and the WSJ, reports The Washington Post. In retaliation,
publishers for the three
newspapers wrote a joint
open letter to the Chinese government, strongly urging the reversal of
expulsions of journalists
from the country and
citing the importance of
“reliable news and information” during a global pandemic, The New
York Times published.
The deteriorating relationship between the U.S.
and China was exacerbated when the Trump ad-

Fire Breaks Out Again in the Aftermath of the Beirut
Explosion
Juliet Nangini
Staff Writer
After the one-month
anniversary of the August
4 Beirut explosions that
took place in the port of
Lebanon’s capital, dark
skies blanketed the city
once again with two new
fires that erupted within
the past week. The former erupted on Tuesday,
September 8 and the latter blazed through the
port just two days after.
The fire has since been
contained and no new injuries have been reported.
According to NPR, the
Lebanese army declared
that the latter blaze occurred in a warehouse that
housed oils and tires in
the port’s duty-free area.
BCC Logistics, a global freight, rented a storage facility where the fire
took place. They were undergoing reconstruction
work at the time of the
fire, but their fire equipment was destroyed in
last month’s blast. One
of the major implications
of the recent fires is its
disruption to the humanitarian efforts in the area.
In a report from Al Ja-

zeera, Fabrizio Carboni,
regional coordinator of
the Near and Middle East
at the International Committee for the Red Cross,
states that the warehouse
that caught fire contained
a large quantity of oil and
food parcels. In addition
to the many buildings that
were damaged during the
initial explosion — which
included Beirut’s airport,
the German and Norwegian embassies, and nearby
hospitals — the health of
the Lebanese children is
also greatly compromised.
Jennifer Moorehead, the
Lebanon director of Save
the Children, mentions in
an NPR article, “children
in Beirut have experienced a terrible shock, and
they need time to recover;
today’s fire and panic will
only make things worse.”
While people gathered
near the site of the August 4 explosion to light
candles and observe a moment of silence, soldiers
laid down a white rose for
each of the victims and
rescuers who continued
to dig through the rubble
in hopes of finding a survivor. The detection of a
pulsing signal prompted

the operation as audio
equipment initially detected 18-19 beats per minute. The Chilean search
and rescue team, TOPOS,
conducted the search in
the Mar Mikhail district
— a once lively and populated area. It commenced
Thursday with Flash, a
five-year-old dog, known
on social media for his
protective red shoes.
Many people are grateful
for the dog’s effort and
think “it cared about the
Lebanese people more
than their own government,” AP says. Despite
efforts, after three days
of digging, the rescue
team found no survivors.
The original blast,
caused by 3,000 tons of
improperly stored ammonium nitrate, had been felt
for over 100 miles away to
the island of Cyprus and
killed 191 people while
wounding around 6,000
people. Ammonium nitrate, though by itself
does not explode, is a
chemical compound that
fuels by dispensing oxygen. However, storing it
with organic materials can
be risky, especially with
the presence of heat. The

first explosion ignited a
fire, which triggered a
stronger second blast. An
investigation by The New
York Times interviewing
numerous port and security officials revealed:
“a corrupt and dysfunctional system failed to respond to the threat while
enriching the country’s
political leaders through
bribery and smuggling.”
The country, already
under major economic
and political duress, has
fallen deeper into instability — all while dealing
with the pandemic. Food
shortage continues to be
a prominent issue as a silo
containing 85 percent of
Lebanon’s grains was destroyed in the original explosion, in addition to the
destruction of the harbor,
which causes further implications as the country
imports 80 percent of
its food consumption. A
report from Business Insider indicates the blast
left almost 300,000 people homeless with nearly half of the country’s
population living under
the poverty line and onethird of the country jobless. The public blames

corruption and lack of
care from the country’s
officials and politicians,
many of whom had been
aware of the storage of
the dangerous chemicals
yet failed to act. The Lebanese people have been
protesting since last October when inflation rose.
Despite the country’s
domestic issues, many
countries provided vital
assistance: France sent
in medical aid and President Emmanuel Macron
visited the country, Germany sent rescue teams,
the United States pledged
money in aid, Russia delivered five planes containing medical aid, personnel, and coronavirus
testing, while Qatar, Jordan, and Iran also sent
medical aid, and Israel
provided assistance, says
The Washington Post.
In these trying times, the
Lebanese people have
come together to fight
for political change in
hopes of a better future.
Contact Juliet at juliet.nangini@student.shu.edu

ministration announced
a regulation to reduce
the work visas for Chinese journalists from
open-ended, single-entry visas to 90-day work
visas in May, says VOA.
The MFA informed
foreign journalists with
expired press cards that
they could continue living
in China under residence
permits until early November, which is when
the Trump administration may decide whether or not to renew the
visas of Chinese media
workers currently in the
United States, reports
The New York Times.
Contact Jasmine at jasmine.
deleon@student.shu.edu

Myanmar
Soldiers
Admit to
Rohingya
Killings
Continued from
page 1...
al violence, as well as the
systematic destruction,
by fire, of their villages.” The ICC has opened
a case investigating the
crimes against the Rohingya. Matthew Smith,
CEO of the human rights
NGO Fortify Rights said,
“These men could be the
first perpetrators from
Myanmar tried at the
ICC, and the first insider
witnesses in the custody
of the court,” the Irish
Times confirms. The evidence brought forward by
the soldiers marks a major
step forward in the case
against Myanmar, and
now places greater pressure on the ICC and supporting countries to act in
support of the Rohingya.
Contact Hannah at hannah.
walley@student.shu.edu
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Uigher ‘Concentration Camps’ Focus of New UK
Public Tribunal

Kiara McGaughey
Staff Writer

The government of
the People’s Republic of
China is receiving growing international criticism
from the public, governmental bodies, and organizations for their mass
incarceration and torture
of ethnic minority groups
in Xinjiang province. According to The Washington Post, a public tribunal
in London plans to hold
hearings next year investigating claims that the Chinese government is committing genocide against
its Uighur ethnic group.
The tribunal has been
urged by many experts
in the international community to investigate the
mass forced movements
and imprisonments of
ethnic minorities over
concerns of a possible
genocide. Hearings will
take place somewhere
around next year and will
be led by Barrister Geoffrey Nice, a notable human rights lawyer, who
ledthe prosecution against
the former Serbian presi-

Geographic distribution of Uighers in China.

dent Slobodan Milosevic.
Barrister Nice was
urged by the World Uighur Congress to inquire into claims that
the Chinese government
is committing atrocities
against Uighur and Kazakh ethnic minorities.
According to the Associated Press, the tribunal
is in the stage of collecting evidence, including
testimony from Uighur
exiles and possibly from
former camp security
guards. Nice explained
that the strongest pieces
of evidence for genocide
include the mass incar-

cerations and evidence
of sterilization, the latter of which he believes
breaches the Genocide
Convention of 1948. An
additional investigation
by the Associated Press
also found strong evidence of forced sterilization and eugenics being
performed in the camps.
Despite the tribunal
not being backed by the
British Government, it is
one of the first investigations into this issue on a
strong legal basis, which
may allow for further legal and governmental action against the People’s

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

Republic of China for human rights violations that
it may have committed.
Aside from the London tribunal, the governments of some nations are
also starting to speak out
against China. A report
by Al Jazeera indicates
that the European Union
confronted the Chinese
government about its
reported human rights
abuses, asking for EU observers to be allowed into
the region. While the Chinese foreign ministry responded saying they were
welcome to visit the region, the ministry did not

indicate if the observers
would be allowed to travel
freely when in Xinjiang.
According to another
report by Al Jazeera, the
United States is refusing
some imports of cotton
from the Xinjiang area
after reports emerged
that cotton is being
sourced from exploited labor in the camps.
Besides governments
and organizations, many
professionals have also
been speaking about the
current crisis. Anthropologist and researcher on
the camps in the Xinjiang
region, Adrian Zenz, gave
an interview with NPR on
his findings and stance on
the current crisis. Zenz
explains that he believes
that the incarceration of
ethnic Uighur and Kazakh minorities is the
largest mass incarceration
and movement of ethnic
minorities since the Holocaust, with an estimated 1.5 million currently
being held in what the
Chinese government calls
“Re-education camps.”
Zenz also elaborates
more on his findings that

the Uighur minority is being sterilized with several
birth control methods being forced onto women.
Due to these findings,
Zenz claims that the crisis
could constitute an active
genocide under the United Nation’s stated criteria
for genocide. Zenz explains, “The reason why
now this has changed —
we do need to probably
call it a genocide — is
quite simply because the
evidence now, for the
first time, very specifically meets one of the five
criteria set forth by the
United Nations Convention for the Punishment
and Prevention of the
Crime of Genocide from
1948, which specifically
says the suppression of
birth.” Zenz believes testimony from those incarcerated is becoming increasingly worrying, with
reports of forced sterilization, rape, and torture.
Contact Kiara at kiara.
mcgaughey@student.shu.edu

Syria Turns to Russia for Aid Under Crippling U.S. Sanctions
Jasmine Ortega
Staff Writer
President Bashar al-Assad of Syria has stated intentions to expand business ties with Russia in
response to new, crippling
U.S. sanctions under the
Caesar Act, according to
Reuters. The Syrian economy has suffered enormously under these sanctions, as its economy was
already struggling prior
to implementation of the
Caesar Act. According to
Reuters, this has resulted
in the Syrian lira losing
80 percent of its value.
Most citizens are experiencing extreme poverty.
With Turkey occupying northern Syria and
U.S. troops stationed in
eastern Syria, Assad has
had to look to either Russia or Iran for aid, The Jerusalem Post reports. Yet,
with Iran struggling to
cope with its own grueling
round of U.S. sanctions
and neighboring Lebanon
requiring a bailout of $93
billion, Syria has no choice
but to turn to Russia.
Since 2015, Russia has
acted as Syria’s primary
foreign ally, providing

urgently needed military
support which has seriously changed the outlook of Syria’s nine-year
war with Islamists and
U.S.-backed rebels. Yet,
these gains have been
greatly threatened by the
effects of the U.S. Caesar Act. Syrian pro-government analyst Hussam
Taleb has stated on Syrian
state-sponsored television
that the U.S. was “fighting us in our livelihood
by passing the Caesar
Act to deprive us of our

wealth,” Aljazeera reports.
In a statement released
by the U.S. Department
of State, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo asserted that the sanctions
aim to push President
Assad into UN-led talks
to end the war, which has
left hundreds of thousands dead and millions
displaced, forced into
vastly overcrowded refugee camps. In his statement, Pompeo also references the accounts of the
Syrian military defector

Russian Forces at Khmeimim Air Base in Syria.

and whistleblower known
only as Caesar, who, for
years, has gathered photographic evidence of
approximately
55,000
pictures. The evidence reveals that the Syrian government under President
Assad is guilty of crimes
against humanity and
war crimes against the
Syrian people, including
mass torture, executions,
enforced disappearances, and use of chemical
weapons, CNN reports.
Yet many analysts fear

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

that the Caesar Act will
cause more harm than
good for the Syrian people, BBC News explains.
The plummeting value
of Syrian currency has
driven the prices of imported staple foods far
beyond the means of
most civilians. According to CBS News, Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yuri Borisov has
renounced the sanctions,
stating that “[the Caesar Act] is a blockade, a
destructive position by
the United States and
Western countries that
we are making joint efforts to break through.”
In addition to bolstering economic ties, Syria
and Russia have agreed
to review energy, mining,
and power projects, all
key areas of the Syrian
economy. They would like
to resume oil output but
are unable to do so due
to Turkey’s occupation
of the country’s oil fields.
Borisov has stated that
Moscow presented proposals in July to expand
economic ties and expects
an agreement as early as
December, Reuters reports. “The government

is determined to continue
to work with Russian allies to implement signed
agreements and to ensure
the success of Russian
investments in Syria,”
President Assad stated,
according to Reuters.
According to Aljazeera, Russia is hoping to
gain major influence in
the surrounding region of
the Middle East, as well as
a stronger foothold at a
naval base in Syria’s Tartus ports. This seems to
be part of a larger trend
of Russia seeking to expand its overseas interests, as Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov
has expressed a desire
to mediate tensions between Cyprus and Northern Cyprus, which some
speculate is a move to
gain influence in the
Mediterranean, according
to The Jerusalem Post.
Contact Jasmine at jasmine.
ortega@student.shu.edu
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Belarusian Opposition Member Faced Death Threats
from Authorities
Timothy Georgetti
Staff Writer

A member of Belarus’
female opposition coalition, Maria Kolesnikova,
ripped up her passport to
prevent forced deportation to her native Ukraine
before being abducted
by masked men on September 8, according to
Forbes. Kolesnikova is
the only member of her
opposition coalition to remain in Belarus after the
release of the election results favoring incumbent
President Lukashenko.
CNN reports that Kolesnikova’s colleagues Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, leader of the opposition, and
Veronika Tsepkalo, the
third member of the coalition, fled to Ukraine and
Lithuania out of fear of
imprisonment by the Lukashenko administration.
Kolesnikova is now
being held in a pre-trail
detention center in the
Belarusian capital, Minsk,
according to statements
made by her lawyer. According to The Guardian,
Kolesnikova reports that
authorities
threatened
her with 25 years of imprisonment if she did
not leave the country. Belarusian authorities also
threatened Kolesnikova’s
life during the abduction.

Kolesnikova has since
filed a criminal complaint
against the Belarusian secret police, known as the
KGB, and the specific
officers involved in the
incident. The BBC reports that her detention
is most likely related to
a criminal case regarding her involvement with
the opposition’s Co-ordination Council, which
was created to ensure
the transfer of power
in the recent election.
Belarusian
authorities,
however, consider the
Co-ordination Council
to be “aimed at seizing
state power, and at harming national security.”
The current pressure from Lukashenko’s government follows
four straight weeks of
mass
demonstrations
and weekend protests
in Minsk. According to
NGOs and human rights
organizations, some of
these protests have been
attended by 100,000 people, Al Jazeera reported.
These
demonstrations
are in response to the
August presidential election, in which, according
to the government vote
count, Lukashenko won
with 80.23 percent of the
vote. This result has since
been contested by the
opposition leader, Svet-

Kolesnikova demonstrates peacefully against deportation practices.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

lana Tikhanovskaya, who
claims she won the election. Vast swaths of Belarusian citizens and many
outside organizations are
accusing the Lukashenko
administration of electoral fraud and attempting to rig the election.
Pressure of this type
is not a new occurrence.
Tikhanovskaya,
Kolesnikova, and Tsepkalo
are not the original candidates of the Belarusian
opposition intended for
this year’s election. Originally, three separate candidates prepared to contest

Russia Ready to Mediate Turkey-Greece
Conflict in East Mediterranean
Zachary Schullian
Staff Writer
Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said on
September 8 that Moscow
is ready to help ease rising
tensions over Turkey’s
search for energy reserves
in the eastern Mediterranean, and rejected any
actions that could lead to
further escalation, The
Associate Press reports.
The Associated Press
cites Larov, stating “we
would be ready to contribute to building good
neighborly relations in
the event this is requested
of us by those involved,”
and later adding that Moscow has repeatedly called
on leaders in the region to
“resolve these differences through dialogue and
within a legal framework.”
According to Al Jazeera, the Turkish research vessel, Oruc Reis,
returned to port on September 13, less than two

weeks before EU leaders
plan to discuss the crisis.
Turkey said the vessel
would resume work after
regular maintenance, but
a senior Turkish official
said it could stay longer to
give diplomacy a chance.
On September 11,
Turkey criticized support
of Greece and Cyprus
by southern European
Union nations in the dispute over gas exploration
in the eastern Mediterranean as “blind,” imploring
the nations to reverse their
stance as to not diminish
the chances of a resolution, Bloomberg reports.
The core conflict lies in
a legal basis regarding the
definition of an exclusive
economic zone (EEZ).
Greece and Turkey
have drastically different
notions of what constitutes an EEZ. In the
third United Nations
convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNICLOS),
a country’s exclusive eco-

nomic zone is defined as
200 nautical miles from a
country’s baseline. Within
this zone, the coastal nation has sole rights over
all the natural resources.
Turkey, unlike Greece,
does not adhere to the
UNICLOS definition of
an EEZ, and instead says
that any island, including Cyprus, should only
be entitled to a 12 nautical mile reduced EEZ.
According to Al Jazeera, Lavrov’s diplomatic
offer came as Greece said
it will bolster its military
with new weapons, troops,
and the development of
its defense industry, amid
concerns of open conflict
between the two countries. Turkey and Greece
were on the verge of resuming talks last month,
following mediation by
Germany, but Turkey
broke off contact after
Greece and Egypt signed
a deal, which Ankara said
Continue on page 11...

President Lukashenko in
August’s election. One
of the candidates, Viktor Babryka, was imprisoned earlier this year on
charges of illegal financial
dealings. Many believe
these charges were politically motivated in favor
of Lukashenko’s regime,
rather than indicative of
real wrongdoing. The
second candidate, Sergei
Tikhanovskaya, was also
jailed, and the third candidate fled the country.
Svetlana Tikhanovskaya announced her candidacy to replace her husband,

Sergei Tikhanovskaya. Maria Kolesnikova served
as campaign manager to
Babryka, and Veronika
Tsepkalo was involved
with the campaign of
the third original challenger to Lukashenko.
According to Foreign
Affairs, these personal
connections to the previous set of opposition
leaders is what drove all
three women to become
the leaders of the current opposition coalition.
Lukashenko responded to the protests and
accusations of electoral fraud with denial and
a reaffirmation of his
legitimacy as Belarusian president. He said
in one of many public
statements regarding the
current political unrest
in Belarus that, “power
is not given to be taken,
thrown, and given away.”
He further said that people often reproach him
for not giving up power,
to which he responded
that they were right to
do so and, “the people
did not elect me for this.”
So far, the international community has been
slow to respond to the
aftermath of the Belarusian presidential election
and the mass demonstrations and protests.
Recently, Svetlana Tikha-

novskaya appealed to the
United Nations Security
Council, demanding that
sanctions be imposed on
those involved in what
she claims is electoral fraud. The European
Union has not acted as an
organization, but its three
Baltic member states
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia have all blacklisted
Lukashenko and many
other high-ranking officials in his government.
Russia, Belarus’ long
time and most ardent
ally, is steadfast in its support of the Lukashenko government. Russian
president Vladimir Putin
vowed to respond to any
attempt from the West to
sway the political situation
in Belarus by any means.
He also raised the possibility of Russian military
intervention to aid Belarusian authorities in pacifying the country. Amidst
the ongoing demonstrations and the COVID-19
pandemic, it remains to
be seen how the country
will restabilize, both politically and economically.
Contact Timothy at timothy.
georgetti@student.shu.edu

Border Clashes Between China and India
Escalate Geopolitical Tensions
Christina Mones
Staff Writer
The Galwan River Valley of Ladakh, a region
claimed by both India and
China, has been facing increased tensions over the
past year. After more than
four decades without any
bloodshed, the region was
the scene for a bloody
skirmish that began on
June 15, 2020, according
to World Politics Review.
At least 20 Indian soldiers were killed by “fists,
stones and nail studded
bamboo,” CNN reports.
The Chinese have not
confirmed nor denied any
casualties they undertook
because of the June battle. Although talks took
place over the following
months to de-escalate
the region, conflict broke
out again. Lacking mutual
trust and transparency, the
talks accomplished little.
For the first time since

1975, warning shots were
fired into the air at the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in early September, according to Foreign
Policy. Following the Sino-Indian war of 1962,
several agreements were
signed, including one in
1996 in which both countries agreed to ban the use
of guns and explosives
at the LAC. According
to the BBC, this agreement has not prevented clashes at the LAC.
Who fired first in September remains unclear,
with each side accusing
the other of escalating
tension. In breaching
the agreement of 1996,
the firing side would be
in violation of international law. Regardless
of the moratorium on
gunfire, both sides have
accused the other of violating provisions of other agreements. The Wall
Street Journal reports

that India claims Chinese troops occupy strategic positions that “violate agreements about
how the informal border
should be manned.” Conversely, China accuses
India of crossing into
territory China claims for
itself. China, on the other
hand, asserts that India is
“building infrastructure,
such as roads and airports, that alter the strategic balance in the area.”
The precarious understanding between China
and India has been threatened by actions on both
sides, leading to distrust
between leaders. In the
past, there were certain
policies and protocols
that both sides respected. The Economist reports that “firearms were
forbidden, patrols that
bumped into one another should not follow one
another and heavy weapContinue on page 11...
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Kosovo & Serbia Normalize Economic Relations with Israel
Chimdi Chukwukere
Staff Writer
On September 4, 2020,
Serbia and Kosovo agreed
to normalize economic
ties as part of U.S. brokered talks that include
Belgrade moving its Israel embassy to Jerusalem
and mutual recognition
between Israel and Kosovo, CBS News reports.
Balkan Insight explains, “The agreements
consist of 16 points
mainly concerning economic cooperation, rail
and transit links – including the first flight between
Pristina and Belgrade in
21 years – mutual recognition of diplomas, commitment to join a mooted Balkan mini-Schengen
zone, a one year-moratorium on Serbian lobbying
of states to withdraw recognition of Kosovo and
a suspension of Kosovo efforts to join international organizations.”
Serbia would become
the first European country to transfer its embassy
to Jerusalem, following
Donald Trump’s recognition of the city as Israel’s
capital almost three years
ago, The Guardian reports.
President Trump lauded this as a major foreign policy win, not-

ing that by focusing on
economic growth and
job creation his administration was able to
reach a breakthrough
with the two countries.
This comes only a few
weeks after the Trump
administration reached
a peace deal normalizing relations between the
UAE and Israel. The
President noted that additional progress was
being made on reaching
peace in the Middle East.
Full of excitement over
the announcement, Netanyahu praised the U.S.
President for his efforts
in helping Israel. Times
of Israel cites Netanyahu, saying “Kosovo will
be the first majority-Muslim country to open an
embassy in Jerusalem. I
would like to thank my
friend, President Trump,
for his contribution to
this achievement.” Netanyahu continued to
express hope that additional European countries would move their
embassies to Jerusalem.
However, reports from
Brussels (AP) indicate
the announcement was
poorly received by the
European Union, with
the EU issuing a statement in response to the
announcement on Sep-

President Donald J. Trump participates in a signing ceremony with Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić and Kosovo Prime Minister Avdullah Hoti
Friday, Sept. 4, 2020, in the Oval Office of the White House.				
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

tember 7, 2020 warning
that Serbia and Kosovo
could undermine their
EU membership hopes
by moving their Israeli
embassies to Jerusalem.
The potential move by
Serbia and Kosovo goes
against the stance held by
the EU. The bloc’s official
policy states that the holy
city’s status should be
worked out between Israel and Palestine as part
of peace negotiations.
The European Unionbacked negotiations between Serbia and Kosovo
started in March 2011
but stalled in 2018 having produced no results.
It only resumed in July

after U.S. negotiating effort began. Vucic (Serbia)
and Hoti (Kosovo) reiterated their commitment
to the European track.
Despite backlash from
the EU, Israeli officials
have lauded the normalization of relations as
a historic feat. Foreign
Minister Gabi Ashkenazi
thanked Trump and his
administration for their
peace-making
efforts,
saying “The U.S. administration continues to
lead significant diplomatic breakthroughs, both in
our relations with Serbia
and Kosovo, as well as the
promotion of normalization and the historic

peace agreement between
Israel and the United
Arab Emirates. Israel has
no more important ally
than the United States.”
Palestinians
suggest
these peace deals were
aimed
at
bolstering
Trump’s re-election prospects in two months,
alleging that Palestine
“has become a victim of
the electoral ambitions
of President Trump,
whose team would take
any action, no matter how destructive for
peace…to achieve his
re-election” in November.
Serbian President Aleksander Vucic told reporters there were still

many differences between Serbia and its
former province, which
declared independence
in 2008, but said Friday’s agreement marked
a huge step forward.
The Serbian and Kosovo leaders appeared to sign
separate documents, not
one. Trump, meanwhile,
signed letters acknowledging that the two countries would work together.
Contact Chimdi at chimdi.
chukwukere@student.shu.edu

Afghan Vice President Dodges Assassination Attempt Amidst
Taliban Talks
Ava Holtzer
Staff Writer
At least ten people
have been killed after a
bomb attack in Kabul
on September 9. The attack targeted Afghanistan’s first Vice President
Amrullah Saleh. An additional 31 people have
been wounded, including
several of the vice president’s bodyguards, says
Associated Press. Saleh
sustained minor injuries
and burns in the attack.
Saleh, who is also Afghanistan’s former intelligence chief, appeared
on television after the
attack with bandages on
his hands, and reassured
viewers that he was in
good condition. He confirmed that his younger
son, who was in the car
with him, was also fine.
“I have slight burns on
my face and hand from
the wave of the blast.” He
further said that he lacked
the exact details at the

moment but apologized
“to those who suffered
casualties and those who
lost their property in the
attack” reports Los Angeles Times. In an interview
with Aljazeera, Interior
ministry spokesman Arian said, “the blast also
ignited a huge fire in the
area, a section of Kabul
where shops sell gas cylinders for use in heating
homes and cooking. He
feared the casualty figures could rise further.”
A witness drove by as
the attack happened and
gave a description of the
incident as it took place.
“I lost one of my brothers, and the other one is
hurt,” he said in an interview with Reuters. He
criticized the government,
saying that neither the
ambulance nor the police had arrived yet, BBC
reported. The attack was
condemned by the European Union and Pakistan.
The EU delegation in Afghanistan said on Twitter,

“This is an attack on the
Republic, & desperate
act by spoilers of peace
efforts, who must be
collectively confronted.”
Saleh’s spokesperson,
Razwan Murad said, “Today, once again the enemy of Afghanistan tried
to harm Saleh, but they
failed in their evil aim, and
Saleh escaped the attack
unharmed.” Saleh, who
has been a staunch critic
of the Taliban, has fallen
victim to multiple terrorists attacks including
one last year that killed
20 people, says Reuters.
As reported by Aljazeera, the Taliban has
denied responsibility of
the attack. “Today’s explosion in Kabul has
nothing to do with the
Mujahedeen of Islamic Emirate” the Taliban
spokesperson, Zabihullah
Mujahed, said according to Associated Press.
The insurgent group
pledged not to launch
targeted attacks in urban

areas as part of a deal
with the United States.
The bomb comes just
days before peace talks
between the Afghan government and the Taliban
were scheduled to take
place. “In recent days,
Washington, officials in
Kabul and the Taliban
have all indicated that
they could get under
way imminently,” reports
the Los Angeles Times.
The peace talks, called
intra-Afghan
negotiations, are hoped to end
over 20 years of war in
Afghanistan, according
to The New York Times.
The Intra-Afghan negotiations belong to a
peace deal between the
United States and the
Taliban, signed back in
February. The peace deal
will allow U.S. troops to
move out of Afghanistan and is hailed as the
best chance at peace after decades of conflict
in the Middle Eastern
country. At best, the U.S.

troop pullout hinges on
the commitments from
the Taliban to fight other
armed groups. As part of
the deal, the Taliban has
vowed to prevent militant
groups- such as Islamic
State of Iraq and Syriafrom using Afghanistan as
a base for staging attacks.
With peace talks on
the horizon, officials and

diplomats are weary of
the repercussions that
such violence will likely
cause. These attacks are
feared to weaken the vital
trust needed for successful peace talks and should
be pushed back by the
international community.
Contact Ava at ava.
holtzer@student.shu.edu

Saleh speaks at a conference on democracy in Germany.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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Mark Gorman
Staff Writer
The debate between
security versus privacy
is not new, but it is one
that is entirely ignored in
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). The UAE government, an absolute monarchy with no established
civil liberties, is free to
spy on those in the country as much as it pleases.
According to the Washington Post, “the UAE
has one of the highest
per capita concentrations
of security cameras in the
world,” which the government uses to track threats
to national security, mostly in the form of dissent.
The Post cites one example from 2010 where a
Hamas commander was
assassinated at a hotel in
Dubai. Police were able
to quickly identify the killers as a group of around
three dozen suspected
Israeli Mossad operatives.
Authorities later revealed
a video showing the suspected agents trailing the
commander while dressed
as tennis players, which al-

Focus On Domestic
United Arab Emirates
lowed the government to
track them from the time
they arrived in Dubai.
The extent of the UAE
surveillance program is
both amazing and terrifying, but they did not
assemble it alone. Reuters
launched an investigation
into a program called
Project Raven, a joint operation between the Emirati government and a
UAE-based cybersecurity
firm called DarkMatter.
What made this project
special was that the team
consisted of more than a
dozen former U.S. intelligence operatives. These
American ex-spies were
hired to put their expertise and knowledge into
helping the UAE engage
in surveillance of foreign
governments, militants,
and activists critical of the
monarchy.
In February of 2018,
DarkMatter decided to
address international media for the first time. According to The Middle
East Eye, this was done
as an attempt to absolve
itself of any connection
to potential human rights

violations and argue it
was independent of the
Emirati government despite the UAE making
up 80 percent of its customer base. The Eye also
reports that surveillance
and security have been
increasingly important to
the UAE, as well as other nations in the region.
Likely in response to the
Arab Spring, the UAE
and many Gulf states
passed cybercrime laws
in 2012 which prohibit
online criticism of the
respective governments.
The ability of the Emirati government to track
and enforce these crimes
is a result of the millions
of dollars they have sunk
into programs such as
Project Raven.
While Reuters only
tracks Project Raven back
to 2014, Al Jazeera expands on Project Raven’s
history, which they report
as beginning as a post9/11 proposal by former
U.S. government counterterrorism czar Richard
Clarke to prevent another
catastrophe. Five years
after he left his position

with the government, he
was hired as a consultant
to the UAE. In 2008, he
was tasked to help create
the Development Research Exploitation and
Analysis
Department
(DREAD), the predecessor to Project Raven.
This project quickly went
beyond merely spying on
extremists as Clarke had
originally pitched and was
expanded to the extent
that Saudi women’s rights
activists, diplomats at the
United Nations, and personnel working for FIFA
(Fédération Internationale
de Football Association)
were all targets of the
UAE’s surveillance program.
The UAE surveillance
program goes so far that
a popular chat app called
ToTok has been revealed
as a government surveillance tool. reports that
the UAE uses the app
as a tool to track user’s
conversations, locations,
and what data is stored
on their phones, such as
images. The Guardian
points out that ToTok
has been popular in the

country largely due to the
government promoting
the app and banning alternatives, such as Apple’s
Facetime and Facebook’s
WhatsApp. The Guardian
further states that what
makes the app so useful as a surveillance tool
is that it does not need
malware or backdoors
programmed in to spy on
people because the government gets everything
it needs through the app’s
main functions as a communication app.
Contact Mark at mark.
gorman@student.shu.edu

North Korea
Mark Stachowski
Staff Writer
North Korea is one
of, if not the most, surveillance-heavy countries
on the planet. The Asian
country is infamous for
its strict government, tyrannical dictators, and
repressive policies. Many
have suffered at the hands
of harsh rulers who continue to impose strict censorship and surveillance.
It is virtually impossible
to fully understand North
Korean life as an outsider. Life in North Korea is
drastically different from
life in the United States,
or even life in their counterparts on the southern
half of the Korean peninsula. The North Korean government has kept
its actions and country a
secret for decades now,
and it is arguably the best
example of total domestic
government surveillance.
In a report released
by Human Rights Watch
in January 2020, North
Korea was stated to remain to be among the
most repressive countries

in the world, according
to Civicus. Civicus highlights the worst of North
Korean Supreme Leader
Kim Jong Un’s leadership:
‘threats of execution, arbitrary punishment of
crimes, detention, and
forced labour to maintain fearful obedience,’
while travel and communication outside of North
Korea also continue to be
restricted. The government bans all media, civil
society, and trade unions
while failing to fulfill basic
human rights by utilizing
unpaid citizen labor.
BBC News finds that
North Korean citizens
are forced to show full
devotion to Supreme
Leader Kim Jong Un
and the Kim family. The
country’s economy is
tightly controlled by the
government, and that the
government
continues
to fund its nuclear and
missile program while
neglecting food shortages, fuel, and more. Brad
Adams, the Asia director
of Human Rights Watch,
said that North Korea’s
nuclear success is direct-

ly caused by overfunding
at the expense of food
for its people. Reporters
without Borders (RSF)
ranks North Korea last in
media freedom, according to their World Press
Freedom Index. North
Koreans get their news,
entertainment, etc. directly from state media,
allowing for rampant propaganda and censorship
of information. RSF also
found that citizens can be
imprisoned for consumption news and information from international
media outlets.
In 2017, the United
States Embassy & Consulate in the Republic of
Korea issued a Report on
Serious Human Rights
Abuses and Censorship
in North Korea, where
they identify the human
rights violations carried
out by the Government
of North Korea. The
report cites extrajudicial killings, forced labor,
torture, detention, rape,
forced abortions, and
other sexual violence.
The report also investigates the North Korean

government’s monitoring of North Koreans
abroad and policies that
force defected citizens to
seek asylum. It goes on
to highlight individuals
within the North Korean
government who are responsible for the human
rights violations that run
rampant in the country.
Amnesty International
UK states that all phone
and internet activity is
monitored by “Bureau
27” in North Korea’s
State Security Department. The Bureau utilizes advanced equipment
enabling the government
to detect mobile phone
frequencies and monitor
all activity. They impose
tight restrictions on the
types of appliances and
technology allowed in citizens’ homes.
The Committee to
Protect Journalists (CPJ),
an independent, nonprofit organization that
promotes press freedom
and defends the rights of
journalists, released a list
in 2019 of the 10 Most
Censored Countries, with
North Korea at number

two, second only to Eritrea. They cite numerous
examples of censorship,
surveillance, and restrictions, including a case in
2017 where a North Korean court sentenced two
South Korean journalists
and their publishers to
death for “insulting the
dignity of the country.”
To this day, North Korean citizens are subject
to some of the worst violations of privacy and
censorship in the world.
Kim Jong Un and his repressive dictatorship are
behind the strictest domestic government surveillance programs in the
world. With countless violations of basic human
rights, invasion of basic
privacy, and censorship
of all information in and
out of the country, North
Korea and its society remains virtually a secret.
Contact Mark mark.stachowski@student.shu.edu

Government Surveillance
Russia
Natalie Sherman
Staff Writer
The System of Operative Search Measures, or
SORM, was once used by
the Soviet Union to monitor phone calls. Now it
is being used in Russia to
track geolocation and IP
addresses. The program
was resurrected by the
Russian Federal Security
Service (FSB) in 1995 to
surveil online activity and
has grown in scope as the
internet became an ever
greater essential of dayto-day life.
Russia’s internet surveillance is based not on
blocking information, but
rather on data collection.
SORM gives the FSB a
backdoor to the internet
and access to user’s personal information, such
as phone numbers or
email addresses.
The so-called “Russian
Model” of internet surveillance is much more
appealing to most authoritarian regimes than
anything as extensive as
China’s “Great Firewall.”
The New York Times
notes, “A lot more coun-

tries look more like Russia
than China.” Resources,
both financial and administrative, are scarce in
many of these countries,
and devoting such a large
portion to internet surveillance is simply not
possible.
A backdoor that allows
the government to collect
information on individuals rather than blocking
outside information is
more feasible and allows it
to target individuals without sacrificing as many resources. SORM technology can be purchased for
as little as $20,000, and
Russian companies have
sold it to many states in
what Russians commonly refer to as the “near
abroad,” such as Belarus,
Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan, as well as states
in Latin America, Africa,
and the Middle East.
As noted in a report
published by the Brookings Institute, on November 1st, 2019, Russia’s
“sovereign internet” law
came into effect. This law
would effectively allow
the government to cut
off the country’s internet,

commonly referred to as
Runet, from the rest of
the internet if necessary.
Similar technology was
used by Iran earlier this
year to shut off internet
access during widespread
protests in November.
Weaponizing technology
in this way allows authoritarian regimes to disrupt
the flow of information
and combat protests.
Similarly, Russia’s video surveillance increased
leading up to the 2018
World Cup. The Moscow
Times reports, “During
the World Cup, facial
recognition systems using neural network image
processing to identify,
track and blacklist individual suspects were connected to security cameras in and around stadiums
in the eleven host cities.”
Human Rights Watch
notes that since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic, Russia has
used its network of cameras, facial recognition
technology, and geolocations to ensure that its
citizens abide by the mandatory 14-day quarantines
imposed for people reen-

tering the country from
abroad or those who may
have been exposed to
COVID-19. According
to Meduza, medical information and geolocation data are protected by
the Russian Constitution,
but such protections are
allowed to be restricted
during times of emergency.
The August 20th poisoning of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny
shows how far-reaching
and pervasive FSB surveillance can be for critics
of the Kremlin. For years
leading up to Navalny’s
poisoning with the Soviet-era chemical weapon Novichok, he and his
associates had been followed by FSB officers and
subject to intimidation.
Even when Navalny
first arrived at a hospital in the Russian city of
Omsk, Navalny’s family
quickly recognized FSB
agents were present. Navalny was taken from
Omsk to a hospital in
Germany, after Russia
faced international pressure to allow his transfer,
and he has since begun to
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recover.
Ivan Zhadrov, the director of Navalny’s Anti-Corruption
Foundation, told The Financial
Times, “We know they
constantly listen to our
phone conversations, we
know they put up hidden
cameras, we know they
take the footage from
security cameras everywhere we go. They interrogated my relatives,
everyone I had meetings
with — it’s more or less
total control.”
Compromising materials collected on Navalny and his family, such as
video footage and phone
calls, were used in a TV
documentary
commissioned in 2017 to discredit Navalny as well as the
Anti-Corruption Foundation. Dmitry Belousov,
a former scriptwriter for
Ren-TV, the station which
aired the documentary,
claims that the materials
were provided to the station by the FSB.
The surveillance and
poisoning of Alexei Navalny show how far the
Kremlin is willing to go
to silence whistleblowers

and opposition. The situation is eerily familiar to
the 2018 poisoning of the
Russian ex-double agent
Sergei Skripal and his
daughter Yulia in the UK,
as they were all poisoned
by Novichok.
The Russian model of
surveillance is ideal for regimes that wish to target
and threaten individuals
as opposed to suppressing information. It is
comparatively inexpensive and uses administrative resources efficiently.
Russia has the capability
to track individuals using
both facial recognition
technology and geolocation and has backdoors
to the internet via SORM
technology that allows
them to access user’s personal information. Information which has been
used to target and track
persons of interest and
activists against the Putin
government.

of Investigative Journalists reports, these efforts
have only become easier
thanks to government
surveillance.
Uighurs are now targeted both online and in
real life through user activity on the internet and
facial recognition through
investigative monitoring.
For one, the government
actively monitors religious applications, such
as Zapya, a digital Quran
and messaging app, mining it for personal data
on Uighur users. Another surveillance tool called
the Integrated Joint Operations Platform (IJOP)
also analyzes this data,
flagging “suspicious” or
“threatening” individuals and giving authorities
cause to arrest. According
to CNET, Chinese government surveillance has
evolved even to the point
of accurate facial recognition, specifically filtering
for Uighur activity. Together, these efforts have
given Chinese authorities
the ability to incarcerate
Uighurs on a mass scale
through “predictive policing,” punishing them for

online activity and continuing unjust internment
in infamous “reeducation” camps.
Chinese surveillance
has become a major issue not only domestically,
but internationally. The
Australian Broadcasting
Corporation recently reported mass online data
leaking by Zhenhua Data,
a private company closely associated with China’s
government intelligence.
It reportedly collected
information on over 2.4
million people. Along
with recent talks about
TenCent and TikTok bans
worldwide, China poses a
legitimate threat to international privacy and security. In a reality where surveillance is weaponized
against the world and its
people, it is up to the international community to
stand up against systems
of encroachment and oppression.

Contact Natalie at natalie.
sherman@student.shu.edu

China
Joaquin Matamis
Staff Writer
Since the outset of the
21st century, the internet
has constantly changed
and evolved to benefit individuals in society. However, while it has brought
together many people, it
has also been exploited
to use those connections
against us. Never before
have states had the power to mobilize and monitor individuals on such
a scale, and in the digital
era, China is the king of
surveillance.
While the rest of the
world enjoys the relatively free and uncensored
Web, China and its citizens face a different reality. Since the beginning of
Maoist-era China, information has been tightly
controlled to protect the
government’s
interests
and control the populace.
The emergence of new
technologies in the past
couple of decades has
only made this job easier
and more efficient. Since
2000, the country’s Ministry of Public Security has
maintained one of the

largest internet censorship systems, colloquially
known as the “Great Firewall.” While it was initially limited in scope, it has
only become a tighter and
more constraining system
of control. Today, the
Great Firewall not only
censors foreign websites,
news, and media, but also
ensures that propaganda
and misinformation continue to circulate China’s
insulated Web.
According to Politico,
this has given rise to a
radically nationalist generation of youth. Older
Chinese citizens, who
remember the earlier unrestricted Web, are continually at odds with the
government and Chinese
youth. Virtual Private
Networks (VPNs) used
to bypass China’s firewall
are constantly shut down,
and attempts to educate
the public are often reported, shamed, and punished by young government informants. There is
a sinister ingenuity to the
Great Firewall; not only is
it a system maintained on
the Web, but one that is
protected by the very citi-

zens it hopes to dominate
and control.
The threat of Chinese
surveillance has taken
hold in everyday life. For
example, WeChat, once
considered China’s Facebook copycat, has entrenched itself as the de
facto social media app for
Chinese people around
the globe for almost a
decade. With over one
billion users worldwide,
WeChat has become a necessity for both Chinese
citizens and mass government surveillance. For
Chinese people, WeChat
is the established app for
contacting family overseas, sharing photos and
memories, and making
payments for everyday essentials. At the same time,
the app siphons personal
data from users, allowing
the government to target,
profit from, and manipulate people by facilitating
and necessitating these
services, as reported by
The New York Times.
South China Morning
Post claims that in the
future, the government
and local companies will
develop a “social credit

system,” which is broadly defined as a “set of
databases and initiatives
that monitor and assess
the trustworthiness of
individuals,
companies
and government entities.”
Incentives for “good”
social behavior include
monetary rewards and
exemptions while punishing “bad” social behavior
with financial sanctions,
travel restrictions, and
public shaming.
This combination of
unprecedented government surveillance and social engineering has given
the Chinese government
an unprecedented amount
of control over its population. In conjunction with
the government’s cultural
and anti-terrorism policies, China’s mass surveillance programs have been
especially devastating to
the Uighurs, a Turkic minority in the country. For
years, China has made
considerable efforts to
reeducate and reengineer
Uighur culture, hoping to
homogenize and consolidate them with the Han
cultural majority. As the
International Consortium

Contact Joaquin at joaquin.
matamis@student.shu.edu
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Access to Education in the Age of the Coronavirus
Collin Duran
Staff Writer
2020 has been referred
to as a year of “reckoning” for the United States.
The country currently facing a devastating pandemic, a catastrophe catalyzed
by an inadequate government response and a
lack of strong centralized
leadership throughout the
outbreak. But the pandemic has exposed more
than just our country’s
inability to respond to a
nationwide health crisis
– it has brought attention
to what income inequality looks like in a time of
emergency. The education system has not been
spared from this “reckoning” either. Coronavirus
has exposed an empty
commitment to education
in the United States and
has highlighted the effects
of severe income inequality on students and their
educational experience.
Income inequality in
the United States is currently rivaling levels of in-

equality not seen since the
Gilded Age. A study done
by the RAND Corporation, a global think tank,
and reported by TIME
Magazine, concluded that,
“had the more equitable
income distributions of
the three decades following World War II (19451974) merely held steady,
the aggregate annual income of Americans earning below the 90th percentile would have been
$2.5 trillion higher in the
year 2018 alone.” The
think tank ultimately concluded that roughly $50
trillion between 1975 and
2020 has been taken from
the paychecks of those in
the bottom 90 percent of
income earners. Naturally, this growing income
inequality, and the missing $1,144 in paychecks
of every American in the
bottom nine deciles, has
had a major impact on
educational opportunities
for students, especially
those in the lower middle class and lower class.
The biggest impact
income inequality has

had on education in the
age of COVID has been
in the ability of students
to simply have access to
school at all. With schools
across the country trying to adapt to remote
learning and varying hybrid schedules, the one
constant in all reopening
plans is remote learning,
an approach that requires
access to advanced technology and the internet.
For many, these tools are
easily accessible and commonly taken for granted (I admittedly include
myself in this category).
However, for students
coming from rural communities,
low-income
households, and the
homeless, there is a real
struggle to obtain either
one of the necessary tools
for distanced education.
The Pew Research
Center surveyed parents
throughout the pandemic
and found, “some 43% of
lower-income parents…
say it is very or somewhat likely their children
will have to do schoolwork on their cellphones;

40% report...their child
having to use public WiFi to finish schoolwork
because there is not a
reliable internet connection at home, and about
one-third (36%) say it is
at least somewhat likely
their children will not be
able to complete schoolwork because they do not
have access to a computer
at home.” These statistics are staggering but are
not surprising. Educators
have clamored about concerns for equal access to
education for their low
income and minority
students even before the
pandemic. Now, those
issues are being emphasized like never before.
Westfield State University Provost and Vice
President of Academic
Affairs, Dr. Diane Prusank served this role
during the spring semester of 2020 and outlined
how, “low-income students find themselves facing at least four different
problems: lack of access
to hardware (i.e. a fully
functioning computer),

lack of access to software
(specialized software for
areas of study), lack of
access to the internet (including access to reliable
internet service), and a
lack of resources in the
home.” The issues she
discussed parallel what
we see in public education from elementary to
high school, a problem
that will only worsen
in the coming months.
As reported by the
Washington Post, “several big city school districts
are now projecting 15 to
25 percent cuts in overall
revenue going into next
school year.” This significantly lowers the chances
for the most financially
challenged students to
receive the resources necessary to attend school.
One of those impacted cities is New York City.
The public school district
currently serves 114,000
homeless students, reports The New York
Times; students who,
“rely on school buildings
for meals, physical and
mental health services,

and stability.” Without
the ability to physically
attend school five days a
week, these students are
forced to scour the city
for public internet, for
a place to charge a broken iPad, or for a quiet
room where they can do
their homework. While
those who need educational
opportunities
the most slug their way
through the city looking
for any resource they can
find to attend school, the
Council on Foreign Relations states the wealthiest families hire teachers
for
“microschooling”
classes for their kids
in their own homes.
Contact Collin at collin.
duran@student.shu.edu

Will the SDGs Survive through the 2020s?
Sebastian Kopec
Staff Writer
As the COVID-19
pandemic continues to
wreak havoc upon the
global economy, attention
is being brought towards
the state of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals and
their achievability by the
deadline of 2030. Unfortunately, it appears that
these goals will not be
achieved by 2030 and instead most likely fall into
most national government’s periphery as the
decade continues, with
the health crisis only affirming the prior failure
of governments to act
to address the SDG’s.
According to the Sustainable
Development
Goals Report 2020, “The
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development
was launched in 2015 to
end poverty and set the
world on a path of peace,
prosperity, and opportunity for all on a healthy
planet. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) demand nothing short of a transformation of the financial,
economic, and political
systems that govern our

societies today to guarantee the human rights
of all.” In order to efficiently highlight the failures of the SDGs, which
include no poverty, good
health and well-being,
and climate action were
specifically
mentioned
by the UN Department
of Social and Economic
Affairs to be in danger
of failing to meet their
stated objectives by 2030.
Before the global pandemic, SDG 1, No Poverty, was not on track to
meet its target of eliminating extreme global
poverty by 2030. As reported by The Lancet, “…
with projections suggesting that 6 percent of the
global population would
still be living in extreme
poverty in 2030. Now,
an estimated 71 million
additional people could
be living in extreme poverty due to COVID-19.”
COVID-19 has only increased the likelihood
that states will fail to
meet SDG 1 and SDG
10: Reducing Inequalities.
Even SDG 3, Good
Health and Well-Being,
which prior to the pandemic was making steady
progress, has hit a major
setback. “During the cri-

sis, 70 countries have halted childhood vaccination
programmes, and in many
places, health services
for cancer screening,
family planning, or nonCOVID-19
infectious
diseases have been interrupted or are being neglected” states The Lancet.
Perhaps what is most
concerning is the failure of governments to
meet SDG 13, Climate
Action. As both Foreign
Policy and the Siliconeer
advise, the pandemic-induced economic crisis
presents an opportunity
to greatly restructure the
global economy towards
renewable energy sources and the creation of
“green jobs.” If states
take initiative to meet
the economic, health,
and environmental challenges that COVID-19
has introduced not only
would there be significant progress towards
the SDGs, but it would
leave them prepared to
deal with the challenges
of the future as well. As
the UN Report advises,
if there were any time to
implement the policies of
the Paris Climate Agreement it would be now.
While the pandemic

There are different focus to the SDGs. 			

has shown that states are
willing to cooperate on a
large scale to tackle global
issues, there appears to be
little proof that such an
undertaking will be done
to facilitate a global green
economy. According to
The Guardian, “From
tackling pollution to protecting coral reefs, the
international community
did not fully achieve any
of the 20 Aichi biodiversity targets agreed in Japan in 2010 to slow the
loss of the natural world.

It is the second consecutive decade that governments have failed to meet
targets.” Time and time
again, states have failed
to prioritize the impending threat of the climate
crisis, and unless there
is a significant change
it appears that they
will continue to do so.
Though
disheartening, this may be a time
to reevaluate the SDG’s
and how their targets
are meant to be viewed.
States can either contin-

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

ue to use them as rough
guidelines or they can
begin to take them more
seriously and commit to
sustainable reform. It is
fundamentally in their national interests to do so,
and the states that prepare
themselves now will have
the advantage when the
crises of the next decades
come to their doorsteps.
Contact Sebastian at sebastian.kopec@student.shu.edu
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Christopher Gomez
Staff Writer
Any student of history
has heard of the tariff, an
obscure remnant of the
isolationist past. Or so
we thought. The Trump
Administration’s decision
to raise levies on goods
— from China, Canada,
and the EU just to name
a few — has brought this
archaic tactic back to life.
Why tariffs? The administration has decided that
tariffs are the best option
to force other nations to
the table and renegotiate past trade deals that
“have taken advantage
of the U.S.”, according
to the Tax Foundation.

Opinion
Where Has Free Trade Gone?

However, this is not the
answer. Only by embracing free trade can
we expect to prosper.
Tariffs
have
led
to devastating results
throughout history. Alexander Hamilton’s tariffs attempted to protect fledgling American
businesses from British
competition, resulting in
higher domestic prices,
inefficient business models, and finally the War of
1812. Another example is
the 1930 Smoot-Hawley
Tariff; duties on all goods
were raised to a whopping
60 percent. According to
PRI, it just so happens
that the highest tariff in
history was implemented

Trade might be harmed by the inconsistency of state practices.

Anita Baloukjy
Staff Writer

on the eve of the Great
Depression. They simply cause economic pain.
The tariffs we see today are a byproduct of
the growing popularity of
nationalism. The Trump
Administration
promised manufacturing jobs
would return to America. The end goal of this
promise is complete economic autarky for the US.
They want to return to
the world of the 1950s
where all products were
manufactured in America.
Examining the economic ramifications of
such a drastic shift, however, reveals a darker
truth. Prices will increase
and the production ca-

Courtesy of Chuttersnap (Unsplash).

pabilities will be severely limited, according to
the Brookings Institution. Companies moved
abroad to other markets
for a variety of reasons
including taxes, labor
costs, and regulations.
These movements allow
for companies to create
products more efficiently
and thus allow the public to buy them cheaper.
This is the basis of free
trade; each company or
nation specializes to create the products they are
best suited to. According
to the Wall Street Journal,
this in turn allows the public to buy these goods in
greater abundance and at
a lower price point. Now
enter the tariff. Companies must pay a certain fee
to bring their goods into
the U.S. now. This is an
extra expense and forces
prices upward. Although
the Trump administration claims that our foreign rivals pay the tariffs,
it is actually paid for by
the US public at large.
Let us discuss a real-life example. The White

House implemented a 25
percent tariff on the import of European wine
in October 2019. Fast
forward to August 2020
and wine distributors who
have been floored by the
pandemic lockdowns already cannot afford to pay
the levies. An additional
piece by the Wall Street
Journal explores the wine
distributor’s plight: “Take
Eric Faber, the chief executive of Cutting Edge
Selections, a Cincinnati,
Ohio-based wine distributor. Ohio laws require a
markup of at least 25%
between wholesalers and
retailers and an additional
33% between retailer and
customer. That means he
can’t absorb the increased
cost from the tariff.”
As stated, the company
cannot handle the price
of the tariff. This fact
is reflected in the business model by a price increase to the consumer.
Is this the system we
want to live under? A system in which the masses
pay for the enrichment
of a few hand-selected
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companies? The government should not have this
power. In the non-tariff
world, the market-determined the price of
goods in which companies would prosper. The
companies who failed to
keep up with the needs of
the market or were simply
outcompeted are washed
up in the tide and sunk.
Tariffs are anathema to
free trade and act as a
tool of crony capitalism.
Tariffs discourage trade
and allow these inefficient
companies to keep their
doors open relegating
market forces moot. If we
continue down this path
all we will see is another prolonged economic
downturn like the 1930s.
We as a nation must stand
up the Trump Administration as well as any other who would attempt to
chain us to the economic bloc that is the tariff.
Contact Christopher at
christopher.gomez@student.
shu.edu

The United States’ Next Mistake

172 nations are now
engaged in discussions
to participate in COVAX,
a global initiative aimed
at working with vaccine
manufacturers to provide
countries with equitable
access to safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines,
the World Health Organization reports. COVAX
is co-led by the Coalition
for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI),
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, and the World
Health
Organization
(WHO), who is working
with vaccine manufacturers across the world. COVAX’s goal is to acquire
and deliver two billion
doses of approved vaccines by the end of 2021.
So far, it has nine
COVID-19 vaccine candidates in its portfolio
that employ a variety of
different
technologies
and scientific approaches. An additional nine
candidates are also being evaluated. Interested
countries would confirm
their intentions to join
and make a binding commitment by September
18, and will subsequently
make payments in early
October using an allo-

cation framework developed by the WHO. With
the creation of the COVAX Advance Market
Commitment, 92 low and
middle-income countries
will have support from
80 higher-income countries. Proponents believe
that a huge positive of
this design is that it would
theoretically lead to lower costs for vaccines,
which would in turn end
this pandemic quicker.
The United States has
refused to join this global effort. “The United
States will continue to
engage our international partners to ensure we
defeat this virus, but we
will not be constrained by
multilateral organizations
influenced by the corrupt
World Health Organization and China,” says
Judd Deere, a spokesman
for the White House.
This ‘go it alone’ strategy
is certainly a gamble — it
is like deciding to not take
out an insurance policy.
This has the potential to
put thousands of lives at
risk and isolate Americans from a safe vaccine.
According to The
Washington Post, given
the complexity of supply
chains, vaccine development will essentially be a
global effort, regardless

of whether countries
want to cooperate. It’s important to note also that
the U.S. has withdrawn
from the WHO despite
being a major supporter
of GAVI. This adds to
the confusion and contradiction seen in the U.S. response to the pandemic.
The whole idea behind
COVAX is to discourage
countries from hoarding and instead vaccinate
high-risk people in every
country. In a recent Harris Poll, 66 percent of
Americans agreed that,
if the United States develops a vaccine, all domestic orders should be
filled before any of the
vaccines are made available abroad, The Washington Post reports. Having a nationalistic point
of view will without a
doubt prolong this pandemic. Science should
dictate when a vaccine
is ready — not politics.
According to National Public Radio, WHO
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
sent a letter to its 194
member states, urging
participation. “Sharing finite supplies strategically
and globally is actually in
each country's national
interest,” he says. Most
can clearly remember the

early days of the novel
coronavirus when panic ensued as shortages
in personal protective
equipment were seen.
Globalization means that
“a vaccine developed in
one country may need to
be filled in vials with stoppers that are produced in
another, using materials
for the high-grade glass
that is only available from
yet another country.”
Harvard Business Review refers to this behavior and its serious effects
by alluding to the H1N1
virus outbreak in 2009.
In that instance, high-income countries directly
negotiated large advance
orders for the vaccine,
crowding out low-income
countries. Even though

many of those high-income countries (which
includes the U.S.) agreed
to make donations and
distribute, they only did
this after ensuring cover for their own populations first. As a result,
the distribution of the
H1N1 vaccine was based
on high-income countries’
purchasing power, rather
thantheriskof transmission.
Ultimately, one thing
must be remembered: no
one is safe until everyone
is safe. Vaccine nationalism jeopardizes each
country’s chances of overcoming COVID-19. An
article by The Washington Post brings up a great
point: Even if countries
act selfishly and hoard
supplies, they will contin-

COVID-19 vaccine takes priority for many countries, if not all.

ue to struggle with new
outbreaks so long as the
virus continues in other
countries because of the
high transmission rate.
Suerie Moon, co-director of the Global Health
Center at the Graduate
Institute of International
and Development Studies
in Geneva, says “the behavior of countries when
it comes to vaccines in this
pandemic will have political repercussions beyond
public health. It's about:
Are you a reliable partner,
or, at the end of the day,
are you going to keep all
your toys for yourself ?”
Contact Anita at anita.
baloukjy@student.shu.edu

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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Muntaser Ahmed
Staff Writer
The U.S. government’s
website defines voter
fraud as the “interfering with the results of
an election by doing illegal things that affect the
vote’s outcome. Types
of voter fraud include
bribery, illegal voter registration, tampering with
voting machines or ballot
boxes, voter impersonation, vote-buying, and
false advertising about the
election date or voting.”
In the endless news cycles
from mainstream media,
watchers and listeners
alike have heard about
voter fraud and how it
may negatively impact
the status of elections
in the U.S. — especially
for the 2020 presidential
election. But the question remains: how often
does voter fraud occur,
and how much of a role
does it play in an election
on a nationwide scale?
According to a compiled list of every instance
of committed voter fraud
by the Heritage Foundation Election Fraud Database, there have been

Opinion
The Legitimacy of Voter Fraud
1,298 cases of voter
fraud since 1982. Considering that presidents are
elected by the Electoral
College, we must ask ourselves: Does voter fraud
even matter? The simple
answer is that, logistically, no. Voter fraud is not
on a scale grand enough
to make a difference in
an election. However,
voter fraud does matter in the way that it is
immoral and wrong to
vote multiple times in
the same election cycle.
Even if the United States
held elections through a
process of the popular
vote, the amount of voter fraud that could occur
within one year, based
on the figures we have,
is insignificant on the
outcome of an election.
How does this relate
to the global scale of
voter fraud? Since the
beginning of 2020, the
international community has been battling the
COVID-19
pandemic.
More than 29 million have
been infected with the virus and over 931,000 of
those people have died.
Regardless, some countries have quarantined

and shut down their
economies for months,
while others have avoided
shutdowns by following
strict guidelines of social
distancing and the recommendation of wearing face masks to stop
the spread of this disease.
Due to these restrictions, election processes
in some countries have
stalled while others have
continued with precautions in place. One of
the latter cases is in South
Korea, a country that held
its elections amid the pandemic with a 66.2 percent
voter turnout, the highest
since 1992, reports CNN.
The election resulted in a
big win of 180 seats out
of 300 delegated to the
Democratic party led by
President Moon Jae-in.
Along with those statistics, a record number of
voters opted to vote early
before the election, reporting no voter fraud or
a delay in their election.
However, some countries are going the extra
mile to prevent any cases
of the COVID-19. For
example, New Zealand
had virtually no cases of
COVID-19 and it was

The voting process is heavily politicized. 				

the first country to be
declared “COVID free”
after many were infected.
After reports of a few
cases of COVID-19 appeared in Auckland, Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern
took action and put many
parts of the country in
lockdown and decided to
postpone elections from
September 19 to October 17, according to BBC.
This pandemic does
not only prevent elections
from occurring and reduce voter turnout; it has
also resulted in some large
faults in underprepared
countries. Poland tried
partial voting by mail but
had difficulties with the
amount of time allotted to
voters and missing ballots

from citizens living outside the country. On the
other hand, NBC reports
France allowed for atrisk citizens to nominate
a relative to vote on their
behalf to save them a trip
to the polls and a potential trip to the hospital if
exposed. This promoted
a safe and efficient way to
give the older population
access to voting and prevent mishaps, although
this would have generated extra work for the poll
workers and those approving the nominations.
Voter fraud is insignificant and does not play a
role in the way elections
are run. Even though they
may cause inconvenience,
voter fraud does not oc-

Courtesy of Dreamstime.

cur frequently enough to
be considered rampant in
any country, especially the
United States. Is it true
that voter fraud happens?
Yes. Is it true that voter fraud is immoral and
should be fought against?
Absolutely, yes. But is it
also true that lies about
voter fraud are a tactic to
scare the public into thinking that any voting type
other than going in the
polls is a lost vote? I will
let you decide that one.
Contact Muntaser at muntaser.ahmed@student.shu.edu

Pope Francis Appoints Six Women to Economic
Council: Is that Enough?

Patrick Condon
Staff Writer

With the recent Black
Lives Matters protests in
the US, Anti-Terror Law
protests in the Philippines, and National Security protests in Hong
Kong, worldwide media
has become inundated
with reports of social unrest. In one unlikely area,
social changes are being
sparked by six groundbreaking appointments:
On August 6, 2020, the
leader of the Pontificate
of the Holy See, Pope
Francis, appointed six
women to the Vatican
Council for the Economy for the first time
throughout the Church’s
2,000-year
existence.
Comprised of eight religious leaders and seven
laypeople, the six-year-old
council was established to
“supervise the economic
management of the structures, along with Church’s
administrative and financial activities, of the Dicastery’s of the Roman
Curia, as well as the Institutions connected with

fortunately too
little, too late,
and we can do
better than a five
percent increase
over ten years.
The six women appointed to
the Council for
the
Economy
are
Professor
Dr.
Charlotte
Kreuter-Kirchhof (Germany),
Dr. Marija Kolak (Germany),
Maria ConcepPope Francis speaks in front of a crowd.
Courtesy of WikimediaCommons.
cion Osacar Gathe Holy See and Vatican percentage of the workraicoechea (Spain),
City State.” The Coun- force being women in Eva Castillo Sanz (Spain),
cil for the Economy acts 2010 at the end of was Ruth Mary Kelly (UK),
only as a security measure only 697 women of the Leslie Jane Ferrar (UK),
for papal spending and is 4,053 person workforce, and Alberto Minali (Italed by the Vatican bank. making it 83 percent male ly). Each of the women
While to most the ap- and 17 percent female. has a thorough financial
pointment of six wom- In comparison, last year’s background ranging from
en to the largely-male 4,618 person workforce Lead Financial Advisor
5,000-person workforce of included 1,016 women, to Bank President, and
the Holy See may seem making it only 78 percent many with American degroundbreaking, the po- male. This five percent grees. Although they all
sitions themselves do not rise in the female work- have rich financial backhold much influence in force of the Holy See is grounds, some outside
the overall decision-mak- considered groundbreak- of the Catholic Church
ing of the church’s social ing, headlining major has taken notice of their
positions. However, there news sites like CBS who solely European, Cathis a growing inclusion of hailed it a “historic first.” olic background. This
women. The previous This historic first is un- means that the appoint-

ments remained within a
major European financial
system and the Catholic
faith. This has led many
to pose the question:
Will the Catholic Church
ever attempt to solve
the debate on female
Church leaders and establish a diverse leadership?
This major factor has
sparked even louder criticism from within the
Catholic faith itself. Recently, there has been a
large movement to allow
women to apply to major
leadership positions, such
as priests. Most notably,
the theologian and biblical scholar Anne Soupa
has led the French movement to formally establish
women as Church leaders
by applying to succeed
the current Archbishop
of Lyon. She famously
petitioned the Catholic
Church to allow for the
mere eligibility for the
position, gaining a total of 17,000 signatures.
Of course, following
the long history of an
all-male leadership, she
was not made eligible for
the position. While her

move would not have
been considered by most
worldwide institutions,
her application marked a
line too radical for even
Pope Francis to cross.
The Pontificate of
the Holy See has long
been conservative up until the Second Vatican
Council when bishops
in Latin America, Africa,
and Southeast Asia began pushing for worldwide social reforms. The
Church’s
“preferential
option for the poor” was
hailed as a turn from a
conservative to a radically liberalized institutional
move. As Pope Francis
continues this liberalization movement, people
are once again calling for
more. As citizens of developing countries once
did in the 1960s, women,
LGBTQ+ people, and
youth worldwide are urging for a radical restructuring of global institutions,
and the Church’s incredibly slow rate of change.
Contact Patrick at patrick.
condon@student.shu.edu
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Interview with Alumnus Felipe Bueno
Alessandra Antonacci
Staff Writer
Seton Hall University alumnus Felipe Bueno, primarily known to
members of the SHU
community as the former Editor-in-Chief of
The Diplomatic Envoy,
is currently pursuing a
Master’s in Public Policy
at Harvard University’s
Kennedy School of Government this fall. After a
prestigious lineup of internships and jobs, includ-

Felipe Bueno.

		

ing as a research intern at
the Modern War Institute
at West Point, an editorial
fellow at Business Insider, and a press associate
for Doctors Without
Borders/ Médecins Sans
Frontières (MSF), he has
set his eyes on a career in
American diplomacy. As
a distinguished Rangel
Fellow in the 2020 Rangel International Affairs
Graduate Fellowship, a
premier U.S. Department
of State program created
to attract diverse talent to

Courtesy of Harshana Ghoorhoo.

its Foreign Service, Felipe
continues to partake in
international affairs related internships during his
time as a graduate student.
However, when asked if
he always knew this would
be his career choice, Felipe stated that he did not.
It was through both internships and experiences
that Felipe began to understand what he wanted
to pursue. “I essentially
started asking myself,
both at the Envoy and
Doctors Without Borders, ‘where can I add the
most value?’ I think that,
on the whole, the more
experiences I had — the
more I engaged with the
subject matter — the
more it just started falling
into place.” Felipe said
his early experience with
non-academic writing
while at the Envoy is what
allowed him to land the
internships that led him
on this path and, eventually, to the prestigious
Rangel International Affairs Graduate Fellowship.
Felipe’s internship at
Business Insider as an
Editorial Fellow took
place during some of the
most contentious moments in recent history,
such as Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation
hearing, and the 2018
midterm elections. When

Russia Ready to Mediate Turkey-Greece
Conflict in East Mediterranean
Continued from
page 4...
violated its own claims.
Germany, which currently holds the EU presidency, has continued its
diplomatic efforts, according to a Turkish official who spoke on condition of anonymity, and
Turkey wanted to give
those efforts a chance
of success, Al Jazeera
reports. Greek Deputy
Foreign Minister Miltiadis Varvitsiotis spoke
about Russia and the role
it could play in the decision by the EU to impose
sanctions on Turkey, saying to Greek City Times,
“I will tell you that in
recent years the link between Greece and Russia
has relaxed, especially after the diplomatic moves
with the expulsion of
Russian diplomats who
served in Athens a few
years ago and various other moves that have led to
the need to re-approach

to a more strong level.”
According to Al Jazeera, after nearly a decade of ongoing conflict
in Libya, Turkey signed a
maritime deal with Libya’s UN-backed government, extending its EEZ
across the Mediterranean
and granting Turkey access to areas in the region
where large hydrocarbon
deposits have been discovered. While the Libyan National Army and
the eastern government,
led by General Khalifa
Haftar enjoys the support of France, Russia,
and key Arab countries,
the Tripoli-based government is backed by Italy, Turkey, and Qatar.
On January 9, 2020
Greece, Cyprus, and
Israel signed a deal to
build a 1,180-mile subsea
pipeline to carry natural gas from the eastern
Mediterranean’s rapidly
developing gas fields to
Europe, Reuters reports.
More recently, in the last

week of August, Greece
signed agreements with
Egypt and Italy, granting them maximum benefit from the resources
available in an exclusive
economic zone, including oil and gas reserves,
Reuters further affirmed.
Contact Zachary at zachary.
schullian@student.shu.edu

asked about specific insights that he gained from
his time at Business Insider that would be useful to incoming international relations majors,
Felipe emphasized the
importance of media literacy and suggested that
international
relations
majors take a journalism
class. “If you go into international relations,” Felipe said, “understanding
how information gets to
you, and understanding
its relative importance, is
crucial because you are
going to be operating day
to day, minute to minute, on breaking news.”
After Business Insider, Felipe joined the
press team at Médecins
Sans Frontières (MSF),
only a few months before
the global COVID-19
pandemic broke out. Felipe stated that his work
shifted from communicating about “what
our doctors were doing
abroad” to “what they
were doing in the US.”
“With COVID, our
work revolved around
the work that MSF was
doing with migrant labor
communities in Florida
and our work in nursing
homes in Detroit,” Felipe
recalled. His work at MSF
made him realize that
“states play a tremendous

role in the world.” This
realization, Felipe said,
is what made him want
to work for the American Foreign Service.
However, the importance of nation-states
in the world was not the
only factor that motivated
Felipe to pursue a career
in the Foreign Service. In
2019, he became a United
States Citizen after having
originally immigrated to
the U.S. from Ecuador in
2003. He says that his experience as an immigrant
sparked his interest in diplomacy. “The fact of the
matter is that the United
States is unique in that you
can come here — immigrate — become a citizen,
and then represent your
country abroad,” Felipe
said. “The fact that America allows that is beautiful,
and it’s something that
I want to be in service
to.” To that end, Felipe
was awarded the Department of State’s Rangel
Fellowship. “What’s really
amazing about the Rangel
Fellowship is being a part
of this network of traditionally underrepresented international relations
professionals. To me, that
extolls what is so unique
and beautiful about America,” Felipe concluded.
As a graduate student,
Felipe divides his time

between his studies and
being a research assistant
for Harvard University’s
Belfer Center for Science
and International Affairs,
where he is working on the
Cyber Threat Intelligence
Project. When asked what
advice he would give to
undecided students or
freshmen, Felipe quoted Albert Camus, “The
struggle itself towards the
heights is enough to fill a
man’s heart.” In quoting
Camus, Felipe relayed this
message: “For undecided students or freshman
students, you should remember that you might
not ever find the role or
career that gives you the
personal fulfillment we
all crave. That should
not deter you from trying to find your dream
career, but it should compel you to conduct your
search in a way that makes
you enjoy the process.”
Contact Alessandra at alessandra.antonacci@student.
shu.edu

Border Clashes Between China and India
Escalate Geopolitical Tensions
Continued from
page 4...
ons should be kept to a
minimum.” Yet, with recent interactions, these
past safeguards have been
ignored by both sides.
It is clear that even
before the warning shots
in September, both sides
have been preparing for
long-term occupation of
Ladakh. The brutal Himalayan winters usually
subdue military activity,
and border disputes are
minimized.
However,
“sky-high tensions are
likely to make this year
different,” as reported by
experts and security officials in The Wall Street
Journal. The Indian army
has been fortifying its
outposts and camps with
provisions for winter,
such as increased essential
supplies, arctic tents, and
prefabricated huts. Indian military officials reported to The Wall Street
Journal that aviation fuel,

kerosene, and diesel have
been relocated as well.
China claims that actions such as these are
what have caused high
tension and have resulted in the mobilization
of Chinese troops along
the LAC. However, The
Wall Street Journal reports that “China has
been building roads, encampments, helipads and
other defensive positions
across the disputed Line
of Actual Control.” Satellite images confirm
construction in regions
neighboring the LAC.
Amid the rising military
tensions between India
and China, India appears
to be retaliating through
diplomatic and economic means. Following the
June border dispute, India banned 59 Chinese
apps, including TikTok
and WhatsApp, as reported by The Economist.
World Politics Review reports that India cancelled
a “major railway contract

won by a Chinese firm,”
and is pushing for the use
of non-Chinese equipment in various projects.
As of September 2, India
banned an additional 118
Chinese apps, according to The Economist.
The role of the media
in the conflict has also
been a factor amidst the
escalation. The lack of
reporting from the front
lines has created an atmosphere where facts cannot
be made clear. This has
led to national media outlets echoing government
statements and calling for
action, leading to a spur
of nationalism in both
countries. With national
support, neither China
nor India appears willing
to back down in Ladakh.
Contact Christina at christina.mones@student.shu.edu
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Professor Wang on the State of U.S.-China Relations
Joshua Powanda
Staff Writer
As the American presidential election nears and
COVID-19 continues to
plague the nations of the
world, diplomatic tensions
are reaching a tipping
point between the United
States and China. In order to better understand
the latest developments in
U.S.-China relations, The
Diplomatic Envoy recently sat down with Dr.
Zheng Wang, Professor at
the School of Diplomacy
and Director of the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies, to discuss
the rise in hostilities between the two countries.
As an advocate of
peace and dialogue between the U.S. and China,
Dr. Wang understands
the challenges of the relationship. Not only do the
American and Chinese
governments disagree on
various issues including
trade, maritime security,
and diplomatic engagement, but it seems that

little is being done
to rationally resolve
these
concerns.
Dr. Wang discusses many of the
issues that led to
the current state
of U.S.-China relations, including a
lack of trust, unqualified diplomats
holding key policy positions, and a
rise in nationalism
and populism. In
Dr. Zheng Wang. 			
the past, Dr. Wang
sides. The goal of these
has sought to respond to
talks, Wang explains, is
these challenges through
to build a mutual underopen dialogue, somestanding of the intenthing each government
tions of each side and to
has been reluctant to do.
avoid major miscalculaDespite the lack of
tion and misjudgment.
cooperation and interDespite the tensions in
action, Dr. Wang, the
the relationship, Dr. Wang
recent recipient of his
explains that there is still
third grant from the Henhope so long as the two
ry Luce Foundation, has
countries can keep hosopened the lines of comtilities below the level of
munication between both
conflict. He continues by
countries. He facilitates
saying that the next few
dialogue between former
months will determine the
American and Chinese
status of U.S.-China relahigh-ranking policy oftions for the foreseeable
ficials as well as leadfuture. He explains that
ing scholars from both

blame game in which
conspiracy theories
and accusations are
normalized. In order to address these
concerns, the new
set of talks between
former policy officials and policy experts will focus on
the pandemic and
the impact it has
on the ever-growing strained relationship between
Courtesy of School of Diplomacy.
both
countries.
as rational actors, both
While Dr. Wang and
countries should be interhis group seem to be
ested in avoiding a milimaking substantial progtary conflict, as this would
ress in their efforts to
be mutually destructive.
build understanding beRather, the United States
tween adversaries, it is
and China should work
important to highlight the
together on many issues
greatest areas of contenthey share a common
tion between the U.S. and
interest in and responChina. Trade, diplomatic
sibility to address, such
tensions, the autonomy
as climate change and
of Hong Kong, and the
particularly COVID-19.
South China Sea are issues
The COVID-19 panproven to be challenging
demic has had a larger
to the relationship. The
impact on U.S.-China reTrump administration
lations than other issues.
has addressed these conDr. Wang explains that
cerns through the tariffs
each side has resorted to a
of billions of dollars of

Chinese goods, the closure of the Chinese Consulate in Houston based
on charges of illegal espionage, the revocation
of Hong Kong’s special
status, and growing calls
for free and open access to the South China
Sea. While solutions to
these problems may not
come within the next
few months or years, it’s
the interest of the two
countries and the entire
world to keep a peaceful
U.S.-China relationship.
Through the work of
dedicated global citizens
like Dr. Wang and those
with whom he facilitates
dialogue, we hope rationality can be restored
and positive change is
still possible so long as
we keep the lines of
communication open.
Contact Joshua at joshua.
powanda@student.shu.edu

Father Brian Muzás Awarded Stanton Nuclear Security Fellowship
at Council on Foreign Relations
Harshana Ghoorhoo
International News Editor
Known for his expertise in nuclear issues in
international affairs, Father Brian Muzás has recently been awarded the
Stanton Nuclear Security
Fellowship at the Council
on Foreign Relations. As
a Stanton Fellow, Muzás
will be in residence fulltime at the Foundation
located in New York City.
In a recent interview, he
spoke about his Fellowship and his current research focus.
After receiving his
B.S.E in mechanical and
aerospace
engineering
from Princeton University in 1996, Muzás used
a National Science Foundation scholarship to obtain an M.S. in aeronautics from the California
Institute of Technology.
In 2003, Muzás was ordained a Catholic priest
after receiving an M.Div.
in pastoral ministry and
an M.A. in systematic
theology. Finally, in 2013
he received his Ph.D. in
Public Policy from the
University of Texas Austin. He is currently an
Assistant Professor at
the School of Diplomacy where he has taught a

variety of undergraduate
and graduate graduate
courses in human security, statecraft, and nuclear
weapons in the international community.
Muzás has undoubtedly had a very fascinating journey in academia,
combined with priesthood. As a Stanton Fellow, he is using the intersectionality between his
interest in nuclear security
and his theological and
historical background to
work on a book project
about the influence of
religious cultural heritage
on the nuclear decisions
of a number of Cold War
presidents. Stanton Nuclear Security Fellows are
expected to work on a
project of their own design by undertaking original research and writing a
policy document.
“My book project is an
exploration of the influence of religious cultural
heritage on the nuclear
decision-making of Presidents Truman, Eisenhower, Carter, and Reagan.”
Muzás hopes to learn
lessons from previous
historical occurrences to
help us better understand
the present. His research
will draw on work he has
done at the presidential

libraries maintained by
the National Archives and
Record Administration as
well as at CFR this year.
There are currently
eight fellows joining CFR,
including two Stanton
Nuclear Security Fellows.
There are five military fellows, one from each service. The three from the
Army, Air Force, and Marines are Colonels and the
ones from the Navy and
Coastguards are Captains,
each with a powerful
and accomplished background. Muzás views this
as an opportunity to interact with brilliant minds
during regular meetings
and briefings, where they
discuss topics which he
may or may not be familiar with.
“I want to get to the
end of the year feeling
that I have learned everything that I can from
all these people,” Muzás
said. “They have such
wonderful backgrounds
and experiences that I
can’t wait to learn all their
lessons.” CFR has a lot of
resources and support in
terms of writing, communications, and the press to
which Muzás is looking
forward. “Because I am
not teaching this semester, [the fellowship] gives

me the opportunity to
research, write, and make
professional and interpersonal connections.”
Muzás is also heavily
involved with the U.S.-Pakistan
Inter-religious
Coalition (UPIC). Over
the summer, COVID-19
made travel to Pakistan
impossible. In response,
UPIC, which is now under the wing of the Center
for UN and Global Governance Studies which
Muzás directs, partnered
with Just Results, a social enterprise, and GIFT
University in Pakistan.
They put on a three-day
virtual conference called
Just Future in July which
had an attendance of over
300,000 people. Prime
Minister Imran Khan
sent his National Security Advisor, Moeed Yusuf,
to speak on his behalf.
“This means that UPIC,
in some sense, has penetrated the consciousness
of the highest levels of
the government of Pakistan,” Muzás said. This
development provides a
potential opportunity for
Muzás to utilize part of
his time at CFR as a Stanton Fellow “to investigate
U.S. and Pakistani nuclear
decision-making in comparative perspective vis-à-

vis cultural heritage.”
When asked how this
fellowship will change
his approach towards the
courses he teaches, Muzás
said: “I expect to interact
with brilliant minds who
will give me new ideas and
point me in the direction
of new sources I have not
focused on.”
“I am hoping to become a better scholar because of my book, and
even though [the book
project] is all about writing, it influences teaching because it makes you
think differently about how
to convey the knowledge
that you have.”
Muzás pointed out that
it was Dr. Sara Moller,

Assistant Professor at the
School of Diplomacy,
who encouraged him to
apply for the Stanton Fellowship. As a result of her
encouragement and the
support of Muzás’ former doctoral advisors, he
was selected as a recipient
of the prestigious fellowship. Muzás’ recognition
for his expertise and indepth knowledge in his
field attests to the great
minds which the diplomacy faculty is comprised.

Father Brian Muzas. 		

Courtesy of School of Diplomacy.

Dr. Brian Muzas. 		
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