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U.S. Court Orders Iran to Pay $1.4 billion
in Reparations Over Missing ex-FBI Agent

Robert Levinson, ex-FBI agent being captured in Iran. Courtesy of
Wikimedia Commons.

Shweta Parthasarathy
Staff Writer
In early October, a
federal court in the United States ordered Iran to
pay $1.45 billion in punitive and compensatory
damages over missing exFBI Agent Robert Levinson. His family, as reported in Time Magazine, has
called this decision “the
first step in the pursuit

of justice.” According to
Voice of America, U.S.
District Judge Timothy
Kelly, following a week
of emotional testimony
from Levinson’s family,
awarded $107 million in
compensatory messages,
and about $1.3 billion in
punitive damages. Time
Magazine reports that
the court’s judgement
cited the case of Otto
Warmbier- an American

college student who was
freed from captivity in
North Korea and died
shortly after- in determining the amount owed
to the Levinson family.
The damages awarded by
the judge came after, the
Associated Press reports,
a federal judge in Washington held Iran liable for
his disappearance, saying
that the country was “in
no uncertain terms” responsible for Levinson’s
“hostage taking and torture.” Levinson, according to the AP, disappeared
on March 9, 2007. His
family received a video
in 2010 and proof of life
photographs in 2011, but
his condition and location
were still unknown. Just
prior to the government’s
declaration of his death in
2020, President Donald
Trump stated in a press
conference that Levin-

son’s condition was “not
looking promising.” He
further said that Levinson, who had diabetes
and high blood pressure,
had had “some rough
problems” prior to his
disappearance.
Iranian officials, according to VOA, are denying any part in the disappearance or death of
Levinson, claiming that
Levinson had left the
country earlier. The AP
reports that Iran continued to deny any involvement in the case until
November, when they indicated that Levinson was
the subject of an “open
case” in Iranian Revolutionary Court. It was later
discovered that the “open
case” was an investigation
into his disappearance.
According to Al Jazeera, Levinson disappeared after flying from

Dubai to Kish Island,
which is controlled by
Iran, in March 2007. Reuters reports that Levinson
was meeting with Daoud
Salahuddin, an American Islamic militant who
fled to Iran after being
charged with the murder
of an Iranian embassy
official based in Washington. The Times of
Israel indicates that U.S.
officials would only say
that Levinson, an FBI
investigator responsible
for taking down Russian
and Italian mobsters, was
working for a private firm
on his trip. However, the
Associated Press revealed
in 2013 that Levinson had
in fact been sent by Central Intelligence Agency
analysts who did not have
the power to authorize
such a mission. According to The Guardian, the
news of Levinson’s in-

volvement with the CIA
led to the government
paying the Levinson family $2.5 million in order to
prevent them from filing
a lawsuit that would have
revealed details about the
arrangement
between
Levinson and the CIA.
The AP reported in
March 2020 that U.S. officials, upon receiving
undisclosed information
regarding
Levinson’s
case, concluded Levison
was dead. White House
national security adviser
Robert O’Brien indicates
that the time of Levinson’s presumed death
was unknown but could
have been “some time
ago.” O’Brien also states
that “Iran must provide
a complete accounting of
what occurred with Bob
Levinson before the United States can fully accept
Continued page 3...

Armenia and Azerbaijan Reach Temporary Ceasefire
Agreement Amid Ongoing Conflict
Chimdi Chukwukere
Staff Writer
The g over nments
of Azerbaijan and Armenia have approved a
new temporary ceasefire
agreement beginning on
Saturday amid heightened tensions following
weeks of shelling and
bombing of civilians in
the Nagorno-Karabakh
region, Aljazeera reports.
“This decision was
taken following the statement of the presidents
of the French Republic,
the Russian Federation
and the United States of
America,
representing
the co-chair countries of
the OSCE Minsk Group,
of Oct. 1 2020,...and in
line with the Moscow
Statement of Oct. 10,”
Armenia’s foreign ministry said in a statement.
The OSCE Minsk
Group, which is co-

chaired by France, the
Russian Federation, and
the United States, spearheads the OSCE’s efforts
to find a peaceful solution
to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. As the U.S.
continues to display a lack
of interest in the conflict,
the Russian Federation
has increased its efforts
to reach a ceasefire between the warring parties.
The French government has continued to
play a major role in resolving the conflict as it
welcomed Armenia and
Azerbaijan agreement to
a humanitarian ceasefire
saying, “This ceasefire
must be unconditional
and strictly observed by
both parties. France will
be very attentive to this
and will remain committed so that hostilities
cease permanently and
that credible discussions
can quickly begin,” Al
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Jazeera further reports.
This truce came amid
rising tensions between
the two countries that
saw 13 Azerbaijani civilians killed in a missile
attack on its second-biggest city, Ganja. Armenia has denied any involvement in the missile
attack that left people
wounded and homes destroyed, Al Jazeera reports.
More than 532 servicemen had been reported killed since fighting
flared on September 27
in the Nagorno-Karabakh region between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, The Guardian reports. Clashes between
Armenian and Azerbaijani forces have displaced
half of the population
of the breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh region.
“According to our preliminary estimates, some
50 percent of Karabakh’s
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population and 90 percent of women and children – or some 70,00075,000 people – have
been displaced,” Karabakh’s rights ombudsman
Artak Beglaryan said,
as per Associated Press.
The inter national
community has exposed
Turkey’s increasing involvement in the current conflict as a major
instigator of tensions
between Azerbaijan and
Armenia. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has, so far, offered
unlimited support to his
Azeri allies against Armenia, The Guardian
further affirms. Turkey
shares ethnic and cultural
relations with Azerbaijan,
and Turkish officials have
been very vocal in their
support for Azerbaijan.
According to the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO) of

Int’l News

which Armenia is a part
of, aggression against
one CSTO member is
perceived as aggression
against all. Therefore,
Russia, who is also a signatory to this treaty, has
an obligation to help if
Azerbaijan attacks Armenia. Commenting on
this, Russian President
Vladimir Putin reiterated,
“As you know, Armenia is
a member of the CSTO,
and we have certain obligations to Armenia under
this agreement.” He further added, “To our great
regret, the fighting is still
going on, but it is not
being conducted on the
territory of Armenia.”
Iran has also warned
that a regional war is not
acceptable. “We must be
careful that this war does
not turn into a regional
war,” Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani told
a cabinet meeting on

Opinion

Wednesday. “ Those who
pour gasoline on this war
should pay attention that
its continuation is not in
the interest of any country, and this war must end
through political ways.”
MSN further reports,
Rouhani warned, “Iran
will not allow anyone to
bring terrorists, whom we
have fought for many years
in Syria, to our border
points under any pretext.”
As the U.S. continues
to show a lack of interest,
celebrities like Kim Kardashian – who is of Armenian descent – has continued to lend her voice to
a global call for ceasefire.
Al Jazeera reports that
Kim Kardashian donated
$1 million in support of
humanitarian efforts underway in Armenia. More
than 100,000 Americans
of Armenian descent have
Continued page 2...
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High Profile North Korean Official
Defects to the South
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Drew Starbuck
Staff Writer
In November 2018,
senior diplomat Jo Songgil of North Korea disappeared from his post
as acting ambassador to
Italy with his wife without
notice. AP News reports
that his location had remained unclear until now.
The two left just before
Jo’s term as acting ambassador ended, and are now
reportedly living in South
Korea, states Al Jazeera.
The Italian Foreign Ministry released a statement
explaining that “it had
received a notice from
the North Korean embassy that Jo and his wife
had left the embassy on
November 10,” reports
CNN. The statement furthers that four days later
Jo’s daughter requested
that she return to North
Korea to be reunited with
her grandparents.
If these reports are
true, this would be the
highest profile govern-

ment official to defect
from the North Korean
regime since the defection of Thae Yong-Ho,
the former deputy ambassador to the United
Kingdom who fled to
South Korea in 2016,
states CNN. According
to the New York Times,
Jo has been secretly living in South Korea since
July 2019. The story was
broken by lawmaker Ha
Tae-keung, a member of
the intelligence committee in the Korean National Assembly, in an effort
to avoid stirring up the
media. A spokesperson
for the intelligence committee chairman of the
National Assembly, Jeon
Hae-cheol, explains that
the South Korean government did not announce
Jo’s defection until now
out of concern for the
safety of his family back
in North Korea, according to CNN.
Criticism of the press
came quickly from Thae
Yong-Ho, another North
Korean defector, who re-

leased a statement urging
media outlets to refrain
from exposing the arrival of Jo into South Korea for fear of reprisal
against Jo’s daughter in
North Korea. Defectors
state that North Korea
routinely punishes entire
families for the acts of a
single person, especially
those who defect or support anti-regime activity,
reports CNN. Those who
leave the North say their
relatives are often sent to
prison camps or used as
propaganda tools for the
regime.
The long-standing issue of defection has been
a constant source of tension between Pyongyang
and Seoul. According to
AP News, around 33,000
North Koreans have fled
to South Korea since
the late 1990s to avoid
political suppression in
the North. Many have
criticized the defection
groups’ actions as unnecessarily increasing tensions in the inter-Korean
relationship. Others say

these issue led to Pyongyang’s decision to destroy
the inter-Korean liaison
building in Kaesong, Al
Jazeera reports. In June,
North Korea’s army
threatened to re-enter the
areas of the Korean Demilitarized Zone, the border that separates North
and South Korea, after
defector groups in the
south sent propaganda
leaflets encouraging people to defect and cross the
border, states Al Jazeera.
South Korea’s current
leader, President Moon
Jae-in, has taken a conciliatory approach to their
northern neighbor and

seeks to improve relations. He has called for
the re-establishment of
the liaison building and a
resumption of talks, despite the stall in nuclear
disarmament negotiations between the United
States and North Korea.
This approach has gained
much criticism from Thae
Yong-Ho, who rose to
political power as a member of the conservative
opposition United Future
Party as the first defector to represent a district
and be elected to South
Korea’s Parliament, states
NBC.
His denunciation of

Jo Song-gil, ex-North Korean diplomat, now serves in South Korea’s parliament.

Russia Successfully Tests New
Hypersonic Cruise Missile
Joshua T. Powanda
Staff Writer
The Russian Defense
Ministry has announced
the successful test of a
new hypersonic cruise
missile known as Tsirkon,
a move hailed as a “great
event” by Russian President Vladimir Putin, according to Barron’s. The
missile was fired from the
Admiral Gorshkov frigate
in the White Sea and hit
its target 280 miles away in
the Barents Sea in northern Russia. The chief of
the Russian military’s general staff, Valery Gerasimov, told Putin that this
was the first successful sea
launch, Al Jazeera reports.
Although the Tsirkon
missile flew at eight times
the speed of sound, Busi-

MiG-31K carrying the new missile.

ness Insider explains that
the threat comes not from
the speed of the weapon,
but from its indeterminable nature. “Despite what
the name implies, hypersonic missiles are not a
serious threat because of
their speed. They are dangerous because they can
maneuver and fly along
unpredictable flight paths,
giving them the ability
to skirt missile defenses
not designed to counter this type of threat.”
Russian President explains that this new military achievement is for
defensive purposes and
that the state is not inclined to start any conflicts. Military Times reports that Russia sought
this new weapons’ system
to “maintain strategic stability and strategic bal-

Courtesy of The Aviationist.

ance.” However, Russia
has often labeled itself
as the world’s leader in
hypersonic development.
Putin has consistently
boasted that Russia is the
only country in the world
to possess such military
might. Since Putin’s stateof-the-nation address in
February 2019, during
which Tsirkon was introduced to the world,
the Russian military has
continued to develop the
weapon. This was done
out of hope that Russia could gain the upper
hand in the newly-formed
arms race with the United States as tensions grew
within the western world.
The U.S., the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and
other concerned entities
seem to be playing catchup when it comes to
developing and defending against hypersonic
weapons. According to
Military Times, Secretary
of Defense Mark Esper
believes that the U.S. is
still years away from such
weapons. While these
weapons seem to be a
priority for the American
government, given the

status of Russia’s program, there is also growing concern of the penetrability of Tsirkon. Putin
claims that the new hypersonic weapons are impenetrable by any current
American defense system.
Russia is in a unique
position in its relationships with the U.S. and
the West as a whole. Unlike the Cold War, during
which the Soviet Union
(USSR) was always behind
the U.S. in weapons development, the roles seem
to be reversed. Throughout the Cold War era, the
USSR was forced to catch
up to the Americans
when it came to the atomic bomb, strategic bombers, and intercontinental
ballistic missiles. According to US News, Russia
will continue to build-up,
modernize, and advance
its military capabilities as
tensions over arms control become a highlight
in the U.S.-Russia relationship. These tensions
have further concretized
due to U.S. withdrawal
from the 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty, and the impending
expiration of the Strate-

gic Arms Reduction Treaty in February of 2021.
Whether Putin’s claim
that Tsirkon is a purely
defensive weapon is accurate or not, its development alters the military
balance of power between
Russia and the West. The
Western world, led by
the U.S., must now catch
up to Russia’s hypersonic advancements to deter
the threat it poses. Deterrence from such an attack
is essential for American
national security. In order to maintain America’s military superiority in
the international system,
the U.S. must develop its
own arsenal of hypersonic weapons and defense
systems to combat the
growing Russian escalation of arms. Defense
News reports that while
Putin wishes to “ensure
the defense capability” of
Russia “in the long term,”
the U.S. must match this
defensive military status.
Contact Joshua at
joshua.powanda@student.
shu.edu

President Moon’s policies and administration
comes from an insider’s
understanding of how
the North Korean government’s political suppression of all opposition. Thae has compared
North Korea to a big
prison, NBC reports, asserting that any attempts
at reconciliation with the
DPRK will only prolong
the suffering of ordinary
North Koreans.
Contact Drew at
drew.starbuck@student.shu.
edu

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

Armenia and
Azerbaijan
Reach Temporary Ceasefire
Agreement
Amid Ongoing
Conflict
Continued from
page 1..
protested in Los Angeles.
The Nagorno-Karabakh region broke away
from Azerbaijan in the
early 1990s in a war that
claimed the lives of some
30,000 people. However,
although it remains unrecognized by any state
since the international
community regards it
as part of Azerbaijan.
Contact Chimidi at
chimidi.chukwukere@
student.shu.edu
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Northern Cyprus Criticized by the International Community
for Reopening Varosha Beach After 46 Years

Turkey invaded the northern section of Cyprus in
1974 after a military coup
Turkish Cypriot Prime on the island backed by
Minister Ersin Tatar un- the Greek government.
veiled his plan to reopen Since then, this northern
the infamous abandoned third has been run by a
Varosha beach, just days Turkish Cypriot governbefore the 2020 Northern ment, named the Turkish
Cypriot presidential elec- Republic of Northern
tion, reports Al Jazeera. Cyprus in 1983, according
The plan was criticized to CNN. However, only
by Tatar’s opponents, Turkey recognizes this
calling it an interference self-proclaimed republic
by Turkey to sustain his as a legitimate state.
Varosha beach was one
nationalist base in the
Turkish-occupied zone of the areas invaded in
1974; it was a Greek-Cyof Cyprus.
BBC News states that priot resort that attracted
the
wealthy
and famous
due to its
grand hotels
and stunning
shoreline. In an
interview with
an American
Greek-Cypriot, BBC News
found
that,
“They
talk
about it being
the hub of art
and intellectual activity.
An abandoned resort at Varosha Beach.
Mark Stachowski
Staff Writer

Courtesy of Pinterest.

U.S. Court Orders Iran to
Pay $1.4 billion
in Reparations
Over Missing
ex-FBI Agent
Continued from
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what happened in this
case.” The government
has acknowledged Levinson’s death, but President
Donald Trump appeared
on the news saying, “I
won’t accept that he’s
dead.”
Once the government
formally acknowledged
his death, Robert Levinson’s family released a
statement, saying “It is
impossible to describe
our pain. Our family will
spend the rest of our lives
without the most amazing
man, a new reality that is
inconceivable to us. His
grandchildren will never
meet him. They will only
know him through the
stories we tell them.”
Contact Shweta at
shweta.parthasarathy@
student.shu.edu

They call it the French
Riviera of Cyprus.” As
the Turkish troops advanced, Varosha inhabitants fled with the intent
to return when it was safe
again. Turkey, however,
fenced off the beach and
it has been abandoned
ever since. The announcement of the reopening
plans has sparked reactions from around the
world.
AP News reports that
the United Nations Security Council called on Turkey and Northern Cyprus
to close Varosha beach to
avoid any actions “that
could raise tensions on
the island.” The Security
Council adopted a resolution in 1984 restricting
any settlement of Varosha by people other than
its original inhabitants.
The resolution called for
the transfer of the region to the UN. Again in
1992, the UN called for
the beach to be under its
peacekeeping forces in
Cyprus, but to no avail.
The UN is now stressing

that no actions should be
made regarding Varosha
that does not comply with
the previous resolutions.
Greek Cypriot President
Nicos Anastasiades called
the reopening a “flagrant
violation of international
law.”
The Guardian states
that European Union
foreign policy chief Josep Borell emphasized
in a statement to the European Parliament that
the reopening would
violate ceasefire agreements made under previous UN resolutions. He
asserted that reopening
would not help and would
even worsen an already
difficult situation in the
eastern Mediterranean.
Bloomberg finds that the
EU imposed asset freezes
and travel bans on Turkish
Petroleum Corporation
employees this February
in response to Turkey’s
pursuit of natural-gas off
Cypriot shores. Most recently, the EU threatened
to impose more penalties
if Turkey does not take

the necessary de-escalatory actions.
Reuters states that Russia’s Foreign Ministry issued a statement stressing
their concern about Varosha, calling the reopening
plans “unacceptable.” A
United Nations Press Release states that Security
Council President Dmitry A. Polyanskiy of the
Russian Federation issued
a presidential statement,
reaffirming Varosha’s status as set out in previous
UN resolutions 550 and
789 in 1984 and 1992,
respectively. The Security
Council stressed that no
actions relating to Varosha should be carried out
that are not in accordance
with the resolutions.
They called for both Cyprus and Turkey-backed
Northern Cyprus to negotiate through words,
especially given the upcoming election. United
States Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo expressed
serious concerns regarding the reopening of the
abandoned beach resort,

calling it “provocative and
seeking its reversal,” Reuters reports.
Turkish Cypriot Foreign Minister Kudret Ozersay, a member of the
Ozersay’s People’s Party,
the third largest in Northern Cyprus, announced
his resignation to protest Ersin Tatar’s plans
to reopen Varosha. The
party also pulled out of
the governing coalition,
depriving it of its majority, reports Al Jazeera.
The election, which took
place recently, will enter
a run-off vote on October 18. Turkish Cypriot
Prime Minister Tatar won
32.5 percent of the vote,
above Turkish Cypriot
leader Mustafa Akinci, the
incumbent, who secured
30 percent of the vote.
Since neither candidate
won a majority 50 percent
vote, the two will go into
a second round of voting.

results of the election.
Protests broke out after the results were announced, and they quickly
escalated. reports that
680 people were injured,
and one person was killed
during the protests. Protesters seized the White
House, the main Kyrgyzstani government building, freed prisoners, and
attempted to take control of mines. Footage
showed protesters inside
President Jeenbekov’s office, throwing papers out
the windows. Many are
calling for the resignation
of Jeenbekov, notably including opposition candidate Ryskeldi Mombekov,
who told a crowd of 5000
protesters that, “The
president promised to
oversee honest elections.
He didn’t keep his word.”
The protesters freed
several high-profile prisoners, such as former
President Almazbek Atambayev and former opposition leader Sadyr Japarov. Eurasianet reports
that Japarov is a nationalist and the former head
of the Ata-Jurt party,
who was imprisoned for

charges related to the kidnapping of a local official.
By October 10, he was
nominated for the position of prime minister.
On October 6, the
election results were annulled, and a so-called
Coordination
Council
comprised of leaders
from the 16 parties that
competed in the election
met in order to ease tensions. However, as noted
by The New York Times,
a significant divide exists
between
Kyrgyzstan’s
northern and southern
regions. Notably, the original election results gave
100 out of 120 available
seats to representatives
from the south who are
aligned with Jeenbekov.
Kyrgyzstan’s elections
are considered free and
fair in comparison with
other Central Asian states.
Kyrgyzstan allows more
freedom of expression
than its neighbors, which
explains why protests
are common. Protests in
Kyrgyzstan are usually
focused on specific political issues, such as nationalizing mines within the
country or rooting out

corruption. Even
a large protest calling for a change in
leadership is not
unprecedented in
Kyrgyzstan.
As noted by Foreign Policy, “this is
not Kyrgyzstan’s
first revolutionary
experience.” Kyrgyzstan has overthrown two presidents in the past
PM Boronov resigned amidst pressure.
15 years. In 2005, the
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
Kyrgyz people overcould return to business
threw President Askar as usual in Kyrgyzstan.”
Akayev, after his abus- In particular, many of the
es of power became too politicians who are makmuch to bear. He was ing decisions for all of
replaced by Kurmanbek Kyrgyzstan are familiar
Bakiyev, who would suf- faces that most Kyrgyz
fer the same fate as his have known for years. It
predecessor just five years is also notable that the
later. Foreign Policy also Coordination
Council,
states that, “both centered who met on October 6
around the public’s frus- to try and meet protesttration with corruption ers’ demands, was mostly
and the entrenchment of comprised of men. Both
the presidents’ families in women and young people
Kyrgyzstan’s politics and in Kyrgyzstan have voiced
economy.”
their frustration with beRadio Free Europe ing left out of the decinotes that, “there is also sion-making process.
a danger that the changes
Contact Natalie at
many wanted when they
natalie.sherman@student.
voted will be ignored and
shu.edu
that the new government

Contact Mark at
mark.stachowski@student.
shu.edu

Kyrgyzstan elections: Prime Minister Quits After
Protests Erupt Throughout the Country
Natalie Sherman
Staff Writer

Kyrgyzstan, a small
Central Asian country
with a population of 6.3
million people, is currently in a state of emergency. Following the results
of the parliamentary
elections on October 4,
protests broke out in the
country and resulted in a
recall of the votes on October 6, CNN reports.
The protests were focused on the results of
the election, which many
believed were rigged.
BBC reports that “only
four political parties out
of 16 had passed the
threshold for entry into
parliament.” Three of the
four parties had close ties
to President Sooronbai
Jeenbekov, and none of
the opposition parties
won a seat in the parliament. Groups with ties to
the president have been
accused of buying votes
and voter intimidation.
On Monday October 5,
12 of Kyrgyzstan’s opposition parties said they
would not recognize the
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Health Workers in the Democratic Republic of
Congo Accused of Sexual Abuse Against Civilians
Kiara McGaughey
Staff Writer
Reports of sexual exploitation and abuse by
health workers, including
those from the World
Health
Organization
(WHO), have surfaced
from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
(DRC) in recent weeks.
Accounts from over 50
women, most of whom
wished to remain anonymous for fear of ridicule
and persecution, state that
they had been raped and
exploited by individuals
who stated that they were
health workers during the
Ebola crisis in the DRC.
Over 30 of the women
have said that their violators presented themselves
as working for WHO.
Other victims have stated their attackers claimed
they were from organizations such as UNICEF,
Médecins sans Frontières
(MSF), World Vision International (WVI), Ox-

fam, International
Organization
of
Migration (IOM),
and the Alliance for
International Medical Action (ALIMA), according to
a report by Reuters.
The
accounts
of sexual abuse
range from 2018 to
as recent as March
2020. Most of the
reports come from
the city of Beni in A Self-Defense Workshop in the DRC.
the north-eastern region inside hospitals or forceof the DRC, which is the fully intoxicated and asepicenter of the most saulted by health workers.
recent Ebola outbreak, According to The Guardand where a majority of ian, there are multiple reNGO healthcare workers liable witnesses to suppleare stationed. Many of ment these accusations,
the victims’ accounts say including other health
foreign looking men who workers and civilians.
claimed they were health
A year-long investigaworkers raped them in tion was conducted by
order for the women to The Thomson Reuters
get a job, and that non- Foundation and The New
compliance with the men Humanitarian regarding
would lead to termination the reports. While the infrom their positions. Oth- vestigation looked into the
er accounts assert that situation, it only focused
they had been ambushed on Beni and not on othand assaulted around and er hotspots that NGOs

had heard rumors of abuse
carried out by
NGO workers,
though
they
did not receive
any
reports
from victims.
Now
that
reports on the
situation have
been released,
the
WHO,
UNICEF, and
Courtesy of UN News. IOM are adgave aid to, The New dressing the claims openHumanitarian points out. ly, stating that they will
thoroughly
According to Al Jazeera, investigate
the investigation released into the matter. ALIMA
a survey to 18 of the or- and WVI have also comganizations aiding in the mitted to investigating
area’s Ebola response, the situation, according
which claimed that they to Al Jazeera. The three
had received no reports organizations state that
of sexual misconduct or any individuals found to
rape. However, many of be involved in the abuse
the victims stated that or exploitation of civilthey were unsure of who ians will face severe conto contact about the sit- sequences and dismissal,
uation, and many feared the Guardian furthers.
they would be ridiculed or However, Al Jazeera
accused of lying if they furthers that the other
did report. Law enforce- NGOs listed in the acment officers in the area counts of sexual abuse,

such as MSF and Oxfam,
have not given a formal
statement on the accusations, saying that they will
need more information to
conduct an investigation.
The WHO came out
with a statement saying
that it would not tolerate
any form of assault or
abuse against civilians by
its workers, as any form
of abuse goes against the
WHO’s policies on misconduct. Reuters mentions how, despite many
promises to eradicate
abuse made by the United Nations and NGOs,
there have been numerous ongoing reports of
sexual assault by NGO
health workers in other
areas of the world, such
as within Haiti and the
Central African Republic.
Contact Kiara at kiara.
mcgaughey@student.shu.edu

Sanctions Lifted as Mali Instates Interim Government
Christiana Mones
Staff Writer
The Economic Community of West African
States has lifted sanctions
that were imposed upon
Mali after the military
coup that took place on
August 18, according to
Reuters.
ECOWAS released a
statement in conjunction with the removal
of sanctions, offering
an explanation for the
bloc’s decision. “Taking
into account the notable
progress made towards
a constitutional normal-

isation, and to support
the process, the heads of
states have decided to lift
the sanctions on Mali, and
called on partners to support Mali,” said the statement, which was signed
by the chair of ECOWAS,
according to US News &
World Report.
ECOWAS, consisting
of 15 West African states,
imposed trade restrictions
on “commercial trade and
financial flows, but not on
basic necessities, drugs,
equipment to fight the
coronavirus pandemic,
fuel or electricity,” Al Jazeera reports. The sanctions were placed shortly

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Mali Moctar
Ouane. Courtesy of Ministry of External Affairs.

after the military coup
against former President
Ibrahim Boubacar Keita
by junta leader Colonel
Assimi Goita. ECOWAS, which also acts as a
regional security organization, communicated
its intention to impose
sanctions until “civilian
leaders were appointed”
to government positions,
reports Africa News.
According to the
Council on Foreign Relations, ECOWAS states
have little means to enforce bans on financial
flows and trade. Although
Reuters and VOA describe the sanctions as
“crippling,” the CFR reports that the sanctions
would be most effective
if they impact the Malian
elites.
Goodluck Jonathan,
an ECOWAS envoy and
ex-Nigerian President
tasked with the negotiations, made a statement
that “the military leaders
have yet to satisfy ECOWAS’ demand that a civilian
be named as vice-president,” VOA reports.
Johnathan’s statement
comes after Col. Goita

was appointed as interim
vice-president.
Retired
Col. Bah Ndaw, Mali’s
former defense minister,
was sworn in as interim
president, and Moctar
Ouane, previously the
Malian Minister of Foreign Affairs, was named
as the interim civilian
Prime Minister. The appointments were chosen
by a committee consisting of “representatives of
political parties and civil
and religious groups,” reports the Council on Foreign Relations.
VOA reports that the
appointment of Goita
as vice-president may be
a “sticking point” with
ECOWAS due to Goita’s
military position and involvement with the coup.
The interim government had originally proposed a measure that
would allow Goita to
“potentially replace Ndaw
if ever he was incapacitated,” reports Al Jazeera.
However, this measure
was abandoned during
the negotiation discussions.
The move by ECOWAS to lift sanctions was

made only a day after
Interim President Ndaw
announced a new government of 25 ministers,
reports Al Jazeera. The
defense, security, territorial administration, and national reconciliation ministerial positions all went
to military officials. According to The Washington Post, “Armed movements from the north that
signed the 2015 peace
agreement have entered
the government for the
first time with two ministerial portfolios.”
The inclusion of northern armed forces is a landmark gesture. Following
an uprising in 2012, a large
chunk of Mali lies outside of government control. Ethnic tensions were
further inflamed by corruption and Mali’s economy under former President
Keita, reports Al Jazeera.
Thousands have died in
this ongoing conflict, and
hundreds more have been
forced to flee their homes,
Al Jazeera continues. The
addition of armed movements into ministerial positions displays a willingness to cooperate to ease

the tensions.
The newly sworn in
President Ndaw has expressed his commitment
to honor the transition
charter created by the interim government. During
the ceremony in which
Ndaw was sworn in, he
said, “The charter is my
guidebook...Mali has given
me everything. I am happy
to be its submissive slave,
willing to do everything
for it to return to full constitutional legality, with
elected authorities, legitimate representatives,” according to Al Jazeera.
Although reference was
made to the charter, the
charter has not been released to ECOWAS or
the Malian public. Moving forward, the Malian
interim government has
18 months to hold civilian elections. ECOWAS
mediator Jonathan wrote
in a tweet that “We are
optimistic that this event
will signal the beginning
of the return to normalcy
in Mali.”
Contact Christiana at christina.mones@student.shu.edu
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The World Food Programme
Wins 2020 Nobel Peace Prize
Lauren M. Diawatan
Staff Writer
The World Food Programme (WFP) recently won the 2020 Nobel
Peace Prize for its contributions in3 combating
global food insecurity,
writes Al Jazeera. Berit
Reiss-Andersen, the chairman of the Norwegian
Nobel Committee, said
“In the face of the pandemic, the World Food
Programme has demonstrated an impressive
ability to intensify its efforts,” according to The
New York Times. “The
combination of violent
conflict and the pandemic
has led to a dramatic rise
in the number of people
living on the brink of
starvation,” she further
mentioned during the announcement of the prize
in Oslo. In a United Nations press release, Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres stated that he is
“delighted” by the award

given to WFP, commending the agency members who “brave danger
and distance to deliver
life-saving sustenance.”
According to The Nobel Prize, Alfred Nobel
signed his last will in Paris
on November 27, 1895.
He wrote that his estate
was “to constitute a fund,
during the preceding
year, have conferred the
great benefit to humankind.” It was five years
after his death in 1896,
that the first Nobel Prize
was awarded in 1901. The
Prize has not been awarded on 19 occasions, reports The Indian Express.
There were 318 candidates for the 2020 Nobel
Peace Prize, with 211 individuals and 107 organizations. All living persons
and active organizations
are eligible for the Nobel Peace Prize, and the
Nobel Committee makes
their decision at their last
meeting before the October announcement, writes

The Nobel Peace Prize.
The UN World Food
Program was established
in 1961 with the direction
of U.S. President Dwight
Eisenhower, according to
The Indian Express. WFP
is the world’s largest humanitarian organization
and serves as the United
Nations’ main agency in
pursuing the eradication
of world hunger – one
of the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals. According to the WFP, the
organization assisted 97
million people in 88 countries in 2019 and they distribute more than 15 billion rations every year.
WFP assists by providing
food or meeting needs
through cash-based transfers. The organization aided people affected by the
Ebola outbreak in 2014
and the Nepal earthquake
survivors in 2015. Hunger is estimated by undernourishment, defined
by the UN as individuals
who consume below the

level of dietary energy
requirements, The Indian Express further says.
The UN organization
has faced issues funding
one of its largest operations in South Sudan, as
seasonal rains and conflict have affected food
availability. Most recently,
WFP began a campaign
to fund its Yemen operations, as the country
currently faces a severe
conflict contributing to
the worst humanitarian crisis in the world.
Critics have, however,
accused the agency of
“offering contracts to
major donors in what
has come to be known
as ‘tied aid,’ or the practice of tying humanitarian
donations to purchasing
contracts, according to
The New York Times.
The Associate Press
says that the Nobel Prize
recognition comes as
the United States, under
President Trump, has
withdrawn from multiple

election and was sworn
in as President of Venezuela the following January. However, many, both
within Venezuela and
abroad, have argued that
the election was rigged
in Maduro’s favor. This
concern over the election’s
legitimacy convinced most
Western nations, including the United Kingdom, to recognize Juan
Guaido, the president
of Venezuela’s National
Assembly, as the interim leader of Venezuela.
Financial Times explains that while most
nations who recognize
Guaido as the legitimate
Venezuelan head of state
revoked all official recognition of the Maduro government and its
functionaries, the United
Kingdom has not. Despite the U.K.’s recognition of Guaido, Maduro’s ambassador still
occupies the Venezuelan
Embassy in the U.K. and
Guaido’s envoys have
not been granted any official diplomatic status.
Business Insider cites
Judge Nigel Teare, asserting “there cannot be two

presidents of Venezuela”
and that the British government must take an
unambiguous stance in
both speech and action
on who they recognize
as Venezuela’s legitimate
leader. Only then can the
courts decide who has
the legal authority to access the Venezuelan gold
at the Bank of England.
This lawsuit is occurring at a critical time for
the people of Venezuela. With the economy
already in ruin, the advent of the pandemic
has only worsened living
conditions for Venezuelans. Maduro claims he
is trying to withdraw the
gold bullion to provide
medical supplies and humanitarian aid as part of
his COVID-19 response.
Guaido and other opponents of the current
regime argue that Maduro will squander the
gold on himself and his
associates. They point to
the fact that this lawsuit
and Maduro’s attempt to
access the gold predates
the pandemic and that
Maduro has a history
of liquidating Venezue-

lan gold for self-serving
reasons. Reuters reports
that over the last two
years the Maduro government has sold nearly
30 tons of gold from its
local reserves to support
the regime. To avoid a
similar outcome, many
are calling for the U.K.
to deny Maduro access
to the Venezuelan gold
in the Bank of England.
Maduro’s battle for
access to Venezuela’s foreign gold reserves reflects
his current domestic battle to take complete and
unquestionable control
over the country once
again. Maduro has recently called for parliamentary elections, attempting
to unseat Guaido from
his position as president
of the National Assembly. Guaido, in turn, has
encouraged all Venezuelans to boycott the elections, claiming they will
be corrupt. This indictment of the parliamentary elections is echoed
by Mike Pompeo, the
American Secretary of
State, who The New York
Times quotes as saying
that the elections will

The World Food Programme.

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

United Nations agencies,
including the Human
Rights Council, and UNESCO. President Trump
has criticized the World
Health Organization, another UN agency, for its
response to the coronavirus pandemic. The Trump
administration announced
that the United States will
leave the World Health
Organization in July.
WFP is spearheaded by
Executive Director David
Beasley, a Republican and
former South Carolina
Governor, nominated by

President Trump. Beasley told The Associated
Press, “I know I’m not
deserving of an award
like this – but all the men
and women around the
world in the World Food
Program and our partners
who put their lives on
the line every day to help
those in need, that is inspiring and encouraging.”

be “unfair and unfree.”
Unfortunately for Guaido, two of his own opposition leaders have declared
in recent weeks that they
will face Maduro in the election, breaking ranks from
his opposition-led boycott.
Due to the deliberative
nature the legal proceedings of Maduro’s current
lawsuit against the Bank
of England, a final verdict is probably months,
if not years, away. The
High Court is expected to
produce their ruling within a few weeks, but Guaido’s envoy to the United

Kingdom has vowed that
Guaido and his government would appeal any
ruling favoring Maduro.
Ultimately, either this
lawsuit or the proposed
elections in Venezuela will
settle the question of who
the legitimate leader of
Venezuela is to the United Kingdom. Until then,
the gold remains inaccessible to both would-be
leaders, and, by extension,
the people of Venezuela.
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Maduro Wins Venezuelan Gold Lawsuit

Timothy Georgetti
Staff Writer

On Monday, October 5, Nicholas Maduro’s
Venezuelan government
won its appeal in a lawsuit filed against the Bank
of England concerning
access to more than $1
billion in gold bullion.
With this judgement, the
England and Wales Court
of Appeal has reversed
a lower court’s decision
to block Maduro’s government from accessing
its gold bullion reserves
housed at the Bank of
England. The BBC reports that while this is
an auspicious turn of
events for the Maduro
government, the verdict
will only grant access to
the bullion pending another review of the case.
According to the
Bloomberg, the court’s
ruling will allow the legitimate government of
Venezuela to access to the
gold bullion. However,
the validity of Maduro’s
rule has been internationally debated since 2018.
Maduro claimed victory in Venezuela’s 2018

Contact Timothy at timothy.
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President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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Andrea Hebel
Staff Writer
Amidst a growing trend
of increasing migration
out of Honduras, a caravan of more than 2,000
Honduran migrants unsuccessfully
attempted
to move through Central America towards the
United States before being stopped in Guatemala, reports The Wall Street
Journal.
Members of the caravan were fleeing a country plagued by corruption,
crime, and extreme poverty made worse by lack of
work due to COVID-19,
reports Al Jazeera. The
Los Angeles Times says
that curfew violations
brought on by the country’s coronavirus lockdowns have led to the arrests of more than 63,000
individuals, including activists and journalists. Human rights advocates have
called the strict measures
a “military crackdown” by
government officials.

This crisis of Honduran migration is not
new. Migrant caravans
are becoming increasingly
common across Central
America, with Honduran caravans appearing
in 2018, 2019, and early
2020, reports The New
York Times. These caravans pose significant challenges to governments
across the region, and U.S.
President Donald Trump
has called on Guatemala,
Honduras, Mexico, and
El Salvador to tighten
their immigration policies
to prevent migrants from
making it to the U.S. border.
Migrants who do make
it to the U.S. often face
significant challenges in
gaining legal status in the
country. President Trump
has placed increasingly
strict limits on immigration, especially for those
seeking asylum or refugee
status. Forbes reports that
the Trump administration’s 2020 cap on refugees is 18,000, down 84
percent from the 110,000

Honduras
allowed in the final year
of the Obama administration.
The administration has
also rolled out a series of
policies attempting to dissuade individuals – specifically Central Americans
– from claiming asylum.
Based on an agreement
negotiated with Honduras in September 2019,
the U.S. is pushing to
send asylum seekers back
to Honduras to seek asylum there instead. Similar policies are already in
place with Guatemala, decreasing the likelihood of
an individual successfully
gaining asylum in the U.S.
The journey that many
Hondurans take to get to
the U.S. is grueling. Migrant caravans, often consisting largely of women
and children, make the
several
thousand-mile
journeys mostly on foot,
reports The Guardian.
They face injury, illness,
starvation, and extreme
danger on the journey.
Families often face separation in the rush of peo-

ple, with parents sometimes binding themselves
to their children to stay
together.
Despite the uncertainty, however, many
Hondurans see the risk
as worth it for the potential for a better life. Many
see no choice but to leave
and escape the high rates
of violent crime and gang
violence. In their 2020
Freedom in the World report, Freedom House reported that Honduras had
a homicide rate of 3,996
in 2019. Parents often
send their children out of
the country to avoid gang
recruitment, and those
who are unsuccessful in
fleeing are sometimes targeted and killed by gangs.
Corruption amongst
government officials is
also rampant. In August
2019, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez was directly implicated, along with former
President Porfirio Lobo,
as a co-conspirator in a
drug-smuggling operation
run by the former’s broth-

Venezuela

Jasmine Ortega
Staff Writer
Those who migrate
from a particular state en
masse have generally been
recognized by the United
Nations using two distinct
categories: refugees and
migrants. A refugee is defined in the 1951 Refugee
Convention as “someone with a well-founded
fear of persecution for
reasons of race, religion,
nationality, membership
in a social group or political opinion”. A migrant,
meanwhile, is defined by
the UNHCR as “someone who voluntarily
leaves his or her country
of origin to seek a better
life and who does not face
impediments to returning
home.”
Yet for the five million people who have
fled from Venezuela since
2015, according to the International Organization
for Migration, neither of
those definitions accurately describes their circumstances. PBS Frontline News says that mass
migration from Venezuela has been driven by a
combination of political
instability and shortages

Venezuelan migrants wait for immigration service at the Ecuador border.

in food, water, and medicine.
As a result, the UNHCR has asked the international community to
recognize those leaving
Venezuela as refugees
according to a broader
definition introduced in
the Cartagena Declaration of 1984, according
to the Wilson Center.
This instrument, which is
specific to Latin-America,
seeks to protect “persons
who have fled their country because their lives,
security or freedom have
been threatened by generalized violence, foreign
aggression, internal conflicts, massive violation
of human rights or other
circumstances which have

seriously disturbed public
order.”
Economic negligence
is partly to blame for the
crisis. Although Venezuela’s expansive crude
oil reserves once defined
the country as one of the
wealthiest states in Latin
America, its economy has
taken a major hit from
mismanagement and U.S.
sanctions, The New York
Times reports. These
sanctions have forced the
majority of oil companies to stop drilling for
or purchasing Venezuelan
oil. “Venezuela’s days as
a petrostate,” stated Risa
Grais-Targow, an analyst
at a political risk consultancy known as Eurasia
Group, “are gone.”

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

Throughout the country, hyperinflation has
caused severe food and
water shortages, resulting
in most of the population being malnourished.
However, the government
under President Maduro
has refused humanitarian aid from the U.S. and
other nations, stating that
“Venezuelans are not
beggars,” PBS Frontline
News reports. This has
ignited mass protests
throughout the country
which have been met with
violent repression from
the government.
The government has
provided food on an irregular basis – about once
a month – through CLAP
boxes, according to the

er. Significant corruption
also plagues the country’s
police force, with many
officers having engaged in
criminal activity including
drug trafficking and extortion. This has led the
government to increasingly utilize the armed
forces to combat crime,
leading to an increase in
arbitrary arrests and detentions.
Extreme poverty also
often gives individuals
little choice but to leave.
The World Bank reports
Honduras’s poverty rate
as 48.3 percent, with a
significantly higher rate
of60.1 percent in rural
areas. The country’s inequality rating places it
among the highest in the
world. Impacts from the
coronavirus have exacerbated these ratings, with
the country’s GDP being
expected to fall 7.1 percent in 2020. This has led
to increased unemployment rates, creating a dire
situation for many.
In addition, members
of the LGBT+ commu-

nity in Honduras face a
significant risk of violence and discrimination
from gang members, law
enforcement officials, and
even members of their
own families, according to
a report by Human Rights
Watch. There is little documentation of government enforcement of anti-discrimination policies.
Many LGBT people say
that family discrimination
leads to severe economic
marginalization, increasing the risk of violence.
This presents a difficult choice for many
Hondurans – leave to
pursue a better life, risking completing a tumultuous journey only to be
turned away at the border,
or stay, risking extreme
poverty and violence. For
many, the risk of leaving
is worth taking to find a
better life elsewhere.

Wilson Center. The price
for these boxes, stocked
with just eight days’ worth
of food, has increased by
over 50 percent last year.
Citizens must have a carnet de la patria, or Fatherland card, to collect a box.
These cards are the same
ones used for voting, so
people who express political opinions that are
opposed to the regime do
not receive a box. This is
method is also used by
President Maduro to coerce voters during election season.
Venezuelans who do
manage to leave the country have largely stayed
within South America.
Colombia currently has
the most refugees at 1.8
million, according to BBC
News, and they expect
200,000 more by the end
of this year. Peru, Chile,
Ecuador, and Brazil have
also taken in several hundred thousand refugees.
With the rise of
COVID-19,
migration
routes that refugees used
in the past have grown
much more dangerous, BBC News reports.
Truck drivers have been
less willing to offer free
rides, shelters along main
routes have been forced

to close by municipal
governments to avoid
large indoor gatherings,
and many foreign governments have closed
their land borders. Social
perceptions have also developed that refugees are
likely to be infected with
COVID-19, making many
people hesitant to help
them.
There is also a perception that Venezuelan
immigrants drive crime
rates up in the countries
they enter. However,
Brookings found that this
is typically not the case.
In Chile, for example,
0.7 percent of people indicted for all crimes were
Venezuelan, despite making up 2.4 percent of the
population. In Colombia,
Venezuelans make up 5.4
percent of those who
commit crimes, though
they comprise 3.2 percent
of the population, indicating that crime is more
likely in places where migrants cannot find employment.
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Mass Migration
Juliet Nangini
Staff Writer
In the late 1970s,
Myanmar, then known as
Burma, launched a military campaign named
Operation Dragon King
against the Rohingya, the
country’s ethnic Muslim
minority, sowing the seeds
for the modern refugee
crisis. The country has
persecuted the Rohingya
through various military
efforts for decades which
continue today.
The Rohingya population is an estimated
one million in Myanmar,
which has a majority
Buddhist population. Although the Rohingya can
trace their origins centuries back, the government
denied the Rohingya legal
recognition as one of the
country’s official ethnic groups. In 1982, the
country passed the Burma
Citizenship Law, which
essentially denied the Rohingya citizenship and
left many stateless. The
government of Myanmar

Sara Vasquez
Staff Writer
Syria has been toiling
through a gruesome civil
war for almost a decade.
In a country where sugar and rice are being rationed and violence is a
part of everyday life, over
half of Syria’s population
has been displaced from
their homes and is trying
to start anew. The Syrian
refugee crisis has been a
looming topic on the international stage yet is far
from being solved. Amid
a global pandemic, the situation looks increasingly
complicated for these refugees looking to rebuild
their lives.
When President Bashar
al-Assad succeeded his
father in 2000, Syrians
expected reforms of its
repressive government.
However, the continuation of the harsh regime
and a severe drought left
many families reduced
to poverty and desiring
change. The first major
protest against Assad began in 2011 when children were tortured for
anti-government graffiti.
In later protests, security
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Myanmar

sees the Rohingya as “illegal immigrants from Bangladesh,” says BBC News.
The most recent major crisis began in August 2017 when the army
launched attacks in the
northern state of Rakhine, home to the highest
number of Rohingya in
the country. Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army
(ARSA), a Rohingya militant group, conducted
attacks on security forces
in the Rakhine State. The
military responded with
attacks that forced many
to migrate. Such attacks
included scorching villages and homes, forced
starvation, torture, as well
as harming and killing civilians.
Satellite images provide evidence of the extent of the destruction of
the villages. Moreover, a
report conducted by Amnesty International highlights atrocities inflicted
by soldiers, including rape
and other acts of sexual
violence against Rohingya women and girls. The
government denies harm-

ing civilians and claims
that they are fighting
Rohingya militants. This
crackdown forced many
refugees to flee to neighboring Bangladesh. Zeid
Ra‘ad al-Hussein, the former U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights,
addresses this crisis as a
“textbook example of
ethnic cleansing,” says
Reuters.
Many have migrated
to “the world’s largest
refugee camp” in Cox’s
Bazar, Bangladesh, says
the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Efforts. Rohingya
refugees are also migrating to Malaysia, India,
Thailand, and Indonesia,
although the likelihood
of safety and acceptance
in these countries is unclear as well. Those who
remained in the Rakhine
state continue to face violence and lack access to
necessities. Human Rights
Watch declares that the
conditions of the refugee
camps are like an “open
prison.” Although Myanmar is not a member of

the International Criminal Court (ICC), the body
claimed it has jurisdiction
in Bangladesh where the
victims fled – because it
is a member of the ICC,
this enables the court to
launch an investigation.
In early 2018, Myanmar
agreed to accept a certain
number of Rohingya each
week while Bangladesh
strived to send them back
all within two years. However, in March 2019, Bangladesh announced that
it would stop accepting
Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar. Last month,
Kyaw Tint Swe, Myanmar’s incumbent Minister
for the Office of State
Counsellor, blamed an

forces responded violently by firing at demonstrators, adding additional
momentum and visibility
to the movement. Soon,
rebel militias formed,
and the resistance became a full-fledged civil war. The Syrian Civil
War has driven over 5.5
million citizens to escape
the country, according to
CBS. When the conflict
began, citizens were able
to flee the conflict more
easily. However, an increasing number of border closures and other
limitations have forced
the people to take more
extreme measures to leave
the country.
The current global
pandemic is adding complications to the already
difficult migrant crisis. As
reported by CBS, a temporary refugee camp in
Jordan is home to almost
77,000 people who live in
a space of 2 square miles,
providing optimal conditions for COVID-19
to spread. However, the
United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees is doing the most
that it can by constantly cleaning and testing.
Similarly, refugee camps

in Turkey have reached
capacity even as refugees
continue to flow in. NBC
reports that Serdar Kilic,
the Turkish ambassador
to the United States, says
that trying to contain the
virus in refugee camps is
“mission impossible.” Because of this, refugees are
migrating to bordering
countries such as Greece
and Bulgaria in efforts to
reach other secure European Union countries.
However, a recent catastrophe has once again
displaced refugees, this
time on the Greek island

of Lesbos. A large fire
in early September destroyed Greece’s largest
refugee camp, called ‘Moria’, which was created to
host about 3,000 people,
NBC reports. The fire,
which was started purposefully by people protesting coronavirus lockdowns, has left more than
12,000 refugees without a
place to stay which is four
times the original capacity. NBC also reports that
those who were driven
out will be relocated to a
new tent city by the highway close to Moria. These

Syria

insurgent group known
as the Arakan Army for
hindering the process of
returning over 700,000
Rohingya, says the Associated Press.
New challenges continue to rise. With the
onset of COVID-19 and
the crowded conditions
of the camps, the refugees are at especially high
risk. In addition to health
concerns, the virus is also
affecting the education
and futures of young refugees. The pandemic shut
down education centers
in the camps since March
for an estimate of 315,000
Rohingya children, according to UNICEF. Recent developments also

A UNHCR Camp with Rohingya refugees.

An IDP (Internally Displaced People) Camp in Syria. Courtesy of MercyCorps.

conditions, however, are
still not favorable for
healthy living.
To respond to this crisis, 26 countries in the
United Nations released
a statement urging Western countries to lift the
sanctions imposed on
countries like Syria, ABC
reports. In the statement,
both UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
and UN human rights
chief Michelle Bachelet
urge Western nations to
lift the sanctions that limit
the ability of countries to
provide humanitarian aid
and respond to the pandemic. The United States
designated Syria a State
Sponsor of terrorism in
1979, leading many countries to impose sanctions.
Additionally, since 2011,
more trade tariffs have
been imposed to deprive
the Syrian regime of the
resources it uses for violence towards civilians.
ABC reports that at
the end of September,
President Donald Trump
imposed additional sanctions on entities and individuals in Syria to put
pressure on the Assad
regime. These sanctions
were instituted because

indicate an eruption of
gang violence in the Bangladesh camps, causing
many to flee for safety.
Currently, there are
about 900,000 Rohingya
in the camps in Bangladesh, according to Human
Rights Watch. Unless safe
conditions are restored in
Myanmar with basic human rights followed, the
Rohingya refugees will
remain displaced in large
numbers and continue to
face the adversities of migration, worsened by the
pandemic.
Contact Juliet at
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Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

of the Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act passed
in Congress after reports
and pictures showed how
the Assad government
tortured citizens. The Syrian government routinely
ignores the sanctions and
blames poor living conditions on them. When
Western nations try to
pressure the government,
the Assad regime reacts
with more violence and
war. This inevitably drives
out more of its citizens
who want to live peacefully. Although the sanctions
are in place to pressure
the leaders in power, they
unfortunately also affect the population living
within its borders, forcing
the people to migrate.
It is difficult to predict
what will happen with the
Syrian migration crisis, as
migrants have spread all
over the world. Nonetheless, governments and institutions need to continue to pressure the abusive
regime and create more
opportunities for children
and adults to create better
futures.
Contact Sara at
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The Vatican: A Tale of Cardinals and Corruption

Joaquin Matamis
Layout Editor

As if straight out of
an episode of HBO’s The
Young Pope, the Vatican has recently erupted
amidst a vast financial
scandal and political intrigue within the Church.
On September 25, Cardinal Giovanni Angelo Becciu, a high-ranking member of the clergy who
headed the Congregation
for the Causes of Saints,
resigned from his position upon Pope Francis’s
request. Resignations are
extremely rare in the upper levels of the Vatican,
BBC reports. Becciu’s departure comes at a crucial
moment as Moneyval, a
European committee that
investigates money laundering, is due to inspect
Vatican funds.
Cardinal Becciu is considered one of the Pope’s
closest aides and advisors.
Before his promotion to
cardinal in 2018, Becciu
served as the Substitute
for General Affairs in the
office of the Secretariat

of State. The Secretariat of State is the central
bureaucratic body of the
Catholic Church responsible for the political and
diplomatic functions of
the Vatican. In his position, Becciu managed the
daily affairs of the Roman
Curia, the administrative
branch of the Vatican.
Financial
investigations within the Vatican
are revealing several alleged cases of embezzlement and unauthorized
speculative and real estate
investment linked to Becciu during his time at the
Secretariat of State. While
Becciu himself is not officially accused of these
crimes, the Vatican prosecutor has placed a number of Vatican officials
and middlemen under
investigation, according
to AP News. The allegations against Becciu, Crux
Now reports, include
embezzlement of church
funds to personal family
accounts, requesting unauthorized loans from the
Vatican Bank, and interference in the Australian

legal process during the
trial of Cardinal George
Pell, a former rival. In total, there are 8 definitive
allegations against Becciu.
The Vatican officials
currently under investigation were linked to
Becciu’s purchase of
a building in London
in 2015. The Financial
Times states that Becciu
invested nearly $200 million to convert a large office in Chelsea into highend luxury apartments.
Becciu publicly denies
any wrongdoing in his
actions and defends the
investment as “standard
practice” within the Vatican. Gianluigi Torzi, the
middleman in the deal,
was arrested and charged
under accusations of “extortion, embezzlement,
aggravated fraud, and
self-laundering.”
Torzi
also denies any wrongdoing and is pursuing legal
action against the Vatican
secretariat in London’s
High Court.
However, as the Economist reports, Becciu
claims his forced resigna-

tion was due to financial
contributions to business
partners and his family. In 2018, for example,
Becciu sent $116,000
to his brother through
Peter’s Pence, a Vatican-based charity. While
intended to support his
native Sardinian diocese,
Becciu also intended to
send more funds, totaling
around $353,000. Another instance saw Becciu use
Vatican funds to purchase
new doors from another
brother for the Vatican’s
embassy in Cuba. Along
with allegations of misappropriating Vatican funds
in foreign bank accounts,
investment funds, and
personal businesses, Becciu also directed nearly
$500,000 to Cecilia Marogna, a global security
consultant for the Vatican embassies, who is
suspected of either fraud
or romantic involvement.
Becciu has denied these
allegations as false.
Most striking is Becciu’s involvement in Cardinal George Pell’s legal
proceedings from 2017-

2018. Cardinal Pell was
involved in an infamous
trial and was accused of
numerous sexual offenses
during his time as Archbishop of Melbourne and
Sydney. As Catholic News
Agency reports, Becciu
allegedly directed almost
$823,000 from a Vatican
account to an Australian
account during Pell’s trial. The accusation further asserts that the funds
were used in an attempt
to subvert the courts and
incriminate Pell further.
Becciu and Pell had long
been intense rivals, as Pell
clashed against Becciu for
financial and institution
reforms. It is believed
that Becciu’s involvement
was meant to halt Pell’s
attempted economic reforms and hide Becciu’s
history of “creative accounting.”
Becciu
has
been
stripped of his position
as cardinal and prefect of
the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints. Additionally, his right to elect
the next pope has been
revoked. Pell, after serv-

ing 13 months in prison for the sexual abuse
of a minor, has also reemerged and is visiting
Pope Francis to solve the
financial crisis the Church
faces, as Reuters reports.
Pell was initially meant to
serve a full 6 years in prison until he was acquitted
with the support of the
Vatican. Now, he hopes
to continue the work of
“cleaning the stables”.
“Cleaning the stables,”
however, is a huge understatement when regarding the Vatican. These
recent events have only
scratched the surface of
the Church’s gilded exterior and the people who
run it. When the next best
option to a fraudulent
leader is a convicted pedophile, how can we trust
the benevolence of an organization? How can you
clean the stables when
all the horses are already
sick?
Contact Joaquin at joaquin.
matamis@student.shu.edu

World Leaders are Ignoring the Dangers of COVID-19
Sara Khalid
Staff Writer
Throughout the many
long months of the
COVID-19
pandemic,
we have seen how the
virus has affected different countries and how
world leaders have dealt
with these unprecedented times. World leaders
and their governments
have reacted to the pandemic in many different
ways. On one hand, some
world leaders followed
the recommendations of
scientists from day one
and took the necessary
precautions to reduce the
risk of infection in their
countries. On the other
hand, we have seen some
who doubt the true risk
of the virus, and have
dealt with the resulting
consequences. Since the
beginning of the pandemic, several world leaders
have contracted the novel
coronavirus – how they
handled it and what they
have done to combat the
virus sends a message to
their people, and whether
this message is positive or
negative depends on the
world leader.  
U.S. President Donald
Trump tested positive for
COVID-19 on October
2nd, reports . The news

broke and sent waves rippling around the world,
as the 74-year-old leader
of the free world is within the age group deemed
most at risk for severe
complications from the
virus. When he addressed
the nation just days after
being released from the
Walter Reid Medical Center, the President urged
Americans to not be
afraid of the virus, which
has killed more than
210,000 Americans so far,
and claimed he felt better
than he did twenty years
ago, according to The
New York Times.
This is just the latest
example of President
Trump downplaying the
severity of the virus. President Trump was first seen
wearing a protective face
mask in public nearly four
months after the World
Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic and months after
the virus started ravaging
the United States. What
kind of message does this
send to Americans? Even
after contracting the virus which he continually
downplayed for months,
the President continues to
be passive in the nation’s
fight against COVID-19.
This sends a negative
message to people across

the United States and is a
slap in the face to the millions of Americans who
have been directly and
indirectly affected by the
coronavirus.   
A parallel can be observed between U.S. President Donald Trump and
Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro’s experiences with the pandemic. In
a similar way to Trump,
Bolsonaro mocked the seriousness of COVID-19
and dismissed it as just
a “little flu”, according
to CNN.
President
Bolsonaro tested positive for the
virus on July 7th. The
Washington Post gathered
video and photographic evidence following the
steps of Bolsonaro on the
days he could have contracted the virus. They
found that he regularly
ignored health guidelines and only sometimes
followed six feet distancing guidelines and
mask-wearing. Bolsonaro interacted with fellow
government officials and
even supporters within
close distance and often
shook hands.
The Brazilian leader
also promised his people
that there was no other country in the world
that was handling the

pandemic better than
his own. Yet during this
time, Brazil was second
only to the United States
in the number of infections and deaths due to
coronavirus. The message
that Bolsonaro was sending a negative message to
his people. How are Brazilians supposed to trust
him and what his administration is doing to combat
the COVID-19 pandemic when he failed to take
the necessary precautions
himself ? Just like President Trump, President
Bolsonaro’s carelessness
towards the virus resulted in him testing positive
and leaving the country
with millions of cases and
hundreds of thousands
of deaths.
There are, however,
examples of world leaders who have been more
responsible in handling
the pandemic. The Gambia, continental Africa’s
smallest country, was taken by surprise when multiple government officials
tested positive for coronavirus in August, says.
Gambia’s finance minister, petroleum and energy
minister, agriculture minister, and Vice President
all contracted the virus,
forcing other government officials, including

President Trump was hospitalized for COVID-19.Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

President Adama Barrow, to self-isolate. The
State House of Gambia
announced over Twitter
the positive tests, emphasizing how dangerous the
pandemic is, saying “Stay
safe, Covid-19 is real.”
Contrast this with how
President Trump and
President Bolsonaro talk
about the coronavirus,
who stressed that the virus is nothing to be afraid
of and it is not as much
of a risk as it seems.
In Gambia’s situation,
a positive message was
sent to their people. The
government showed that
it takes the threat of the
virus seriously and informed their people to

stay safe. After a surge
of cases in late August,
Gambia extended their
state of emergency by
three weeks, banning public gatherings, instituting a
dusk-to-dawn curfew, and
closing schools, writes.
As the Gambia reopens
its borders and records
single-digit case numbers
throughout October, Brazil and the U.S. find themselves breaking records
in new daily COVID-19
cases. Leadership is key
during times like this, and
the type of responses are
evident.
Contact Sara at sara.khalid@student.shu.edu

Opinion
Even the Pope is a Progressive
Collin Duran
Staff Writer

There have been two
absolutes during Pope
Francis’s tenure as head
of the Catholic Church.
The first is relatively unsurprising – conservative
Catholics have and will
remain skeptical of his
progressive agenda. The
second is a given – the
Pope will not let his beliefs be swayed by cynics. At the beginning of
October, Pope Francis
released his third encyclical, a book-length essay
that highlights his view
of the pandemic-ridden
world and how Catholic
teachings should interact
with the times. Despite
the internal criticism the
Pope has been subjected to by conservatives in
the Church over his eight
year tenure, Fratelli Tutti
serves not only as a scathing criticism of market
capitalism and xenophobia, but sheds light on the
progressive direction of
the Catholic Church as a
whole.
The Catholic Church
has historically been
viewed as a conservative
institute in most countries; the traditional values the faith emphasizes
often clash with progres-

sive thinkers despite the
supposed “shared” commitment by progressives
and the Church to uplifting the impoverished and
marginalized. Pope Francis, on the other hand, has
actively and explicitly taken steps to shed this reputation and portray the
Church as being forward
thinking, all-loving, and
all-inviting. In turn, the
newest encyclical touches on some of the more
polarizing issues around
the globe, all of which
are met with liberal responses. One of the main
focuses of the document
is the failure of free market economic systems,
of which the Pope said,
“Neo-liberalism simply
reproduces itself by resorting to magic theories
of ‘spillover’ or ‘trickle’ –
without using the name –
as the only solution to societal problems...There is
little appreciation of the
fact that the alleged ‘spillover’ does not resolve the
inequality that gives rise
to new forms of violence
threatening the fabric of
society,” as reported by
the Associated Press.
Additionally, the Pope
addressed xenophobia,
racism, and nationalism,
writing, “Every brother or
sister in need, when aban-

Pope Francis has increasingly pushed for progressive policies.

Courtesy of Ashwin Vaswani (Unsplash).

doned or ignored by the
society in which I live, becomes an existential foreigner, even though born
in the same country. They
may be citizens with full
rights, yet they are treated like foreigners in their
own country. Racism is a
virus that quickly mutates
and, instead of disappearing, goes into hiding, and
lurks in waiting” as highlighted by NPR.
While the encyclical
itself has no bearing on
official Church doctrine,
it does indicate that the
Pope is redirecting the
attention of the Church
away from issues like
abortion and same-sex
marriage and instead

pushing the focus of
Catholic efforts towards
addressing the needs of
the underprivileged. The
encyclical however, in
emphasizing the failures
of the free market and
rejection of nationalism,
may inadvertently drive
Catholics further apart.
As reported by the Pew
Research Center, Catholics in America are evenly
split between the two major parties and are sharply
polarized, with 47 percent
identifying as Democrats
and 46 percent as Republicans. With the encyclical
attacking multiple pillars
of conservative ideology, that polarization may
grow.

However, Pope Francis is no stranger to facing
conservative opposition
towards his more liberal ideology. A New York
Times article from September 2019 highlights
the backlash the Pope
has faced, citing that he
has alienated some conservatives – especially in
the United States – who
say he is promoting an
anti-American, anti-capitalist agenda and drifting from the core teachings of the Church. One
thing the encyclical makes
abundantly clear however, purposefully or not, is
that the Pope’s progressive view of the role of
the Church will not be

dioxide in the atmosphere
is not new. Because they
were aware of the effects, they could have begun combatting it much
earlier. According to the
United Nations Office
for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR), global
economic losses due to
climate-related disasters
between 2000 and 2019
are $2.97 trillion, compared to $1.63 trillion the
decade before. If there
was a solid plan by now,
aircraft could have made
a significantly positive difference towards achieving the United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goal on climate action.
Green Car Congress
says hydrogen fueling
could cut CO2 emissions
by up to fifty percent,
and with technology constantly advancing, this
could have been possible. Although planes are
not the biggest contributors to the climate crisis,
the mere transition to
more sustainable practices would be a model for

other industries to follow.
When hydrogen fueling
becomes a reality in the
aviation industry, the auto
industry could take up
this concept as well, slowly reducing our dependence on fossil fuels.
With its easy accessibility and cost efficiency,
kerosene will be hard to
replace as the standard jet
fuel. At first, there will be
a limit to where hydrogen
planes can travel because
of range and refueling
restrictions, which is why
airlines need to invest in
new technology to make
hydrogen fuel more efficient. According to CNN,
Airbus teamed up with
airlines, airports, and en-

ergy companies to make
it a reality by 2035. While
there once was a loss of
hope for hydrogen fueling, it is proving different this time with greater
awareness of the irreversible damage of climate
change.
With an expectation
of fifty percent of commercial planes eventually using hydrogen fueling, the costs of flights
with planes operating on
kerosene will most likely decrease. In turn, the
decline of prices could
lead to people deciding
to travel on these flights,
effectively countering the
progress of hydrogen-fueled flights and of reduc-
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shaken by internal opposition. As noted by Monsignor Kevin Irwin in an
interview with The Washington Post, “This is a
legacy document... I think
this pope is a big-picture
guy and he wants to make
sure that this is perceived
to be the Catholic Church
at its best, being welcoming and inviting.”
Fratelli Tutti is more
than just an update on
the Pope’s outlook on the
world in 2020. It serves
as a roadmap for the future of Catholic ideology,
one in which care for the
poor and needy is placed
above petty squabbling
over the constitutionality
of abortion or same-sex
marriage. As concluded
by The Guardian, the new
encyclical shows that for
Francis, fraternity is much
more than an idea, but a
necessity if the world is
to become a better place.
Whether or not Pope
Francis’s understanding
of fraternity is embraced
by conservatives, he has
made it clear that he is
moving forward with his
progressivism. I would
not bet on that changing.
Contact Collin at
collin.duran@student.shu.edu

Airbus Takes Action against Climate Change

Sara Fakik
Staff Writer

Airbus recently introduced their new program
ZEROe, which allows for
zero-emission commercial planes. The concept
outlines that the planes
will be fueled with hydrogen to eliminate their
carbon footprint. CNN
explains that hydrogen
can be used in different
ways to power airplanes: it
can be combusted directly through modified gas
turbines, converted into
electric energy, using fuel
cells, and even combined
with CO2 can be used to
produce synthetic kerosene.
The European aerospace company already
has jets that run electrically but says it is not a
realistic solution for large
aircraft, with hydrogen
promising more potential. According to The Air
Current, Airbus vice president of zero-emission
aircraft Glenn Llewelyn
says, “our experience with

batteries shows us that
battery technology is not
moving at the pace we
want.”
As it turns out, the idea
of hydrogen-power aircraft is not new. Instead,
it was scrapped by the
aviation industry ten years
ago due to complications
and high costs. In 2010,
Ian Poll, head of technology for the UK government-funded sustainable
aviation Omega organization told BBC News, “the
energy costs of making
hydrogen are enormous.”
Millions of dollars were
poured into the project
but despite the costs, their
biggest challenge then
and now is the design.
Airbus has come up
with three different designs of the planes but
still needs to work on
making them compatible
with hydrogen.
The industry should
not have abandoned
the greener alternative
a decade ago, as climate
change induced by the
severe influx of carbon

Airbus wants some planes to run completely on hydrogen fuel.

ing emissions.
While ticket prices
for consumers may rise,
Airbus, along with other
companies, has demonstrated greater motivation
to push for eco-friendly
substitutes. They must
adopt solutions for the
problems that emerge
with the new plan. For
now, they should adopt
more sustainable fuel, as
some companies in Europe already are, by the
time hydrogen-fueled aircraft are more than a design on a piece of paper.
Contact Sara
at sara.fakik@student.shu.
edu

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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The Attack on Global Elections and Democracy
Hamzah Khan
Staff Writer

Fires, riots, and protestors storming the seat of
government. These were
scenes out of Bishkek,
the capital of Kyrgyzstan, on Monday, October 5 as anti-government
demonstrations erupted
throughout the country.
These protests arose because many believed that
recent elections had been
rigged by then-President
Sooronbai Jeenbekov and
his government. According to Radio Free Europe,
opposition parties won
about a third of the votes
nationally but won barely
any seats in Parliament.
Public outcry led to Kyrgyzstan’s Central Election
Commission to annul the
results of the election,
leaving it unclear who is
in charge, according to
AP News.
What we are seeing
happening in Kyrgyzstan
is just a microcosm of a
larger issue threatening
the global political landscape: the decline of de-

mocracy and the rise of
authoritarian populism.
In the last decade, an
alarming wave of rightwing populism has swept
the globe and endangered
many democracies. We
have seen the election
of proto-fascists like Jair
Bolsonaro in Brazil, nationalists like Narendra
Modi in India and Benjamin Netanyahu in Israel,
and autocrats like Rodrigo Duterte in the Philippines, Viktor Orbán in
Hungary, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in Turkey, and
Vladimir Putin in Russia. There is also growing
nationalist sentiment in
Western liberal democracies, resulting in the
Brexit vote in the United
Kingdom and the election
of Donald Trump in the
United States.
The last time authoritarian populism swept
the globe, the world witnessed
unprecedented
carnage and war. These
new authoritarian leaders have eroded many of
the democratic norms in
their countries. Accord-

ing to Freedom House’s
annual Freedom in The
World report, “elections
are being hollowed out
as autocracies find ways
to control their results
while sustaining a veneer
of competitive balloting.”
These authoritarian leaders have demonstrated a
pattern of appealing to
nationalist
sentiments,
disparaging immigrants,
demonizing critics in the
media, and staging referendums to gain more
power.
In the United States
alone, our president has
attacked our democratic
institutions relentlessly.
He has refused to commit to a peaceful transfer
of power and repeatedly
attacked mail-in voting
without evidence. He
even went so far as to say
that “the only way we’re
gonna lose the election is
if the election is rigged”
at a rally in August. Like
a textbook autocrat, Donald Trump is attacking the
legitimacy of our elections so that if he loses,
he will still try to retain

power. Such an unprecedented assault on democracy by the “leader” of
the “free world” should
be a wake-up call to everyone who takes democracy for granted.
Attacks on global elections are nothing new,
however. VOA writes that
the U.S. and the Soviet
Union undermined many
democratic
elections
during the Cold War, and
Russia continues to do so
today. A recent report by
The Council on Foreign
Relations concluded that
the best way to combat
this kind of election interference is for the U.S.
and its fellow democracies to agree to no longer support or engage in
election meddling. Once
a broad global coalition
is formed, they can pressure other countries like
Russia and China to join
them. This should be one
of the priorities of Democratic challenger Joe
Biden’s foreign policy if
he wins the election. He
can once again make the
U.S. a staunch supporter

of protecting democracy
around the world and restore people’s faith in the
institution.
Now that we see a
backsliding into authoritarianism, it may seem
like there is no hope. On
the contrary, we must
stand up for our democratic institutions more
than ever before. One
example we can look to
are the people of Belarus,
who have been living under the dictator Alexander
Lukashenko for 20 years.
When Lukashenko tried
to claim victory in another rigged election this
August, more than one
hundred thousand people took to the streets to
demand that their voices
be heard, reports the Associated Press. After two
months, these protests are
still going strong and the
people have not given up
hope.
We can also look at
Alexei Navalny, the leader of the Russian opposition, in his fight against
Putin’s government. According to Time, Navalny

was poisoned by Putin
this year because many
see him as Putin’s greatest rival. Navalny has
exposed corruption for
many years and fights for
democracy in Russia. Navalny has recovered and
stated that he will return
to Russia and continue his
fight for the sake of the
Russian people.
These stories should
inspire us to stand up to
authoritarian wannabes
like Donald Trump and
exercise our right to vote.
The time for complacency has passed. The only
way to respond to people who want to attack
our elections is to vote
them out. The antidote
to authoritarianism is democracy – and make no
mistake when it comes to
your right to vote: if you
don’t use it, you will lose
it.
Contact Hamzah at
hamzah.khan@student.shu.
edu

Jair Bolsonaro Is a Fascist. We Should Be Concerned
Jason Grieco
Staff Writer

During the first U.S.
presidential debate, Democratic candidate Joe
Biden called attention to
the destruction of the
Amazon rainforest and
proposed a plan to stop
it. CNN reports that
Biden wants to gather
$20 billion from the international community to
compensate the Brazilian
government for the economic value that the Amazon contains. President
of Brazil Jair Bolsonaro
declined the offer.
The Amazon crisis
has plagued Bolsonaro’s
presidency. The Amazon
is the world’s largest rainforest, occupying over 2
million square miles with
the vast majority being
located in Brazil. According to NBC, the Amazon
contributes $8.2 billion
annually to the Brazilian economy and is the
most biodiverse area in
the world. However, the
rainforest is under threat.
Wildfires have deforested over 7,400 acres in a
crisis that grows worse
by the day. The cause of
these wildfires? According to Bolsonaro, the indigenous peoples of the

Amazon. “The fires practically occur in the same
places, on the east side of
the forest, where peasants
and Indians burn their
fields in already deforested areas,” Bolsonaro said
in a pre-recorded speech
to the United Nations,
NBC reports.
This statement is part
of a litany of attacks
against indigenous peoples that Bolsonaro has
launched since assuming
office. Human Rights
Watch observed a 65 percent increase in deforestation on indigenous
lands. This observation is
indicative of the suffering
indigenous peoples continue to face at the hands
of Brazilian mining and
logging industries. Previous administrations have
ignored criminal activity
in the rainforest. Bolsonaro, however, plans to
eliminate corporate crime
in the Amazon altogether—by legalizing it.
The devastation of
the Amazon is not the
only way in which Bolsonaro has failed his
country. His response to
the COVID-19 pandemic has been disastrous.
Rather than combat the
crisis, the Brazilian health
ministry removed coro-

Trump and Bolsonaro met at Mar-a-Lago for a working dinner in March.

navirus statistics from
their website entirely, The
New York Times reports.
He has also repeatedly
blamed left-wing activists for corruption in the
country and is escalating threats of violence
against them. Al Jazeera
reports that in a speech,
Bolsonaro said “these red
criminals will be banished
from our homeland” and
called for a “cleansing
never seen in the history
of Brazil.” Bolsonaro has
also proposed legislation
to embolden the Brazilian
police – if passed, the law
would violate international law on the use of force,
according to Human
Rights Watch.
Merriam Webster de-

fines fascism as “a political philosophy, movement, or regime that
exalts nation and often
race above the individual
and that stands for a centralized autocratic government headed by a dictatorial leader, severe economic
and social regimentation,
and forcible suppression
of opposition.” It is clear
that by this definition, Jair
Bolsonaro is a fascist. His
rhetoric about the “Brazilian homeland” and
targeted attacks on indigenous peoples are clear
examples of national and
racial exaltation and discrimination. His support
of industry at indigenous
peoples’ expense shows
social and economic reg-

imentation. His censorship of information and
ability to bend the Brazilian health ministry to his
will are clear signs of autocracy, and his attempts
to strengthen the police
and crush leftists are obvious signs of suppression.
So why should this
matter to the rest of the
world, particularly those
in America? The situation
in Brazil closely mirrors
that of the United States.
Under the Trump administration, large-scale projects that are devastating
to the environment and
indigenous communities
have been revived and
expanded, most notably
the Keystone XL and
Dakota Access pipelines,
The Guardian reports.
The New York Times has
covered Trump’s attempts
to designate “Antifa” as a
terrorist organization. It
is worth mentioning that
“Antifa” is not an organization at all, rather it
is an umbrella term for
anti-fascist action movements, many of which
overlap with leftist movements. One does not even
need to speak of Trump’s
abysmal response to
COVID-19; over 218,000
Americans have died of

the virus, according to
Johns Hopkins University. As the election grows
ever closer, America sits
on the precipice of dictatorship. Brazil may show
the future if we fall.
Contact Jason at
jason.grieco@student.shu.edu
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Women, Peace, and Security with Kelley E. Currie, U.S.
Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Issues
Alessandra Antonacci
Staff Writer

On October 15, Seton Hall University’s
School of Diplomacy
and International Relations welcomed Kelley
E. Currie, United States
Ambassador-at-Large for
Global Women’s Issues,
as a guest speaker for the
Diplomacy Virtual Event
Series. Moderated by
Alumna Maggie Dougherty, this event piqued
particular interests among
students since 2020
marks the 20th anniversary of the Women, Peace,
and Security Agenda.
The Women, Peace,
and Security Agenda came
into its own as a result of
United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1325,
and multilateral partners,
such as the UN, continue
to work towards achieving
the agenda’s objectives.
Kelley E. Currie was
appointed U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for Global
Women’s Issues by Pres-

ident Trump in 2019.
Ambassador Currie also
assumes the role of U.S.
representative to the United Nations Commission
on the Status of Women.
Throughout her career in
foreign policy, Ambassador Currie has specialized
in human rights, political reform, development,
and humanitarian issues.
“After decades of
working on human rights,
the Women, Peace, and
Security Agenda is something that is really close to
my heart,” Ambassador
Currie began. “I’ve seen
the impact that it makes
in conflict zones and
fragile states around the
world, and I’ve seen how
women, especially peace
activists in countries that
are experiencing conflict and fragility look to
the agenda that has been
set by Resolution 1325.”
In recent years, Ambassador Currie explained,
the administration has
been fortunate enough to
acquire new tools to help

implement the Women,
Peace, and Security Agenda across the U.S. government’s system for dealing
with foreign policy issues.
In 2017, President Trump
signed the Women, Peace,
and Security Act which
was passed by a bipartisan
majority in both houses
of Congress. “We remain
the only country that has
actually passed legislation at the national level
to enshrine the Women,
Peace and Security Agenda into law and we are
really proud of the work
that we are doing across
those priorities,” Ambassador Currie commented.
The Women, Peace,
and Security Act is under
continuous development
through a national strategy that came out last year,
as well as through implementation plans that are
being used to track the
progress of the strategy
and legislation. “We are
very fortunate to have
a strong bipartisan base
of support for the work

we’re doing on Women, Peace, and Security
and to be able to rely on
great partners across our
inner agency to actually carry out this work,”
Ambassador Currie concluded about the development of the Women,
Peace, and Security Act.
Ambassador Currie expressed that working to implement the Women, Peace,
and Security Agenda is
uniquely done in four key
ways: policy, diplomacy,
partnerships, and innovative programs. Through
the UN’s global presence,
the Agenda is being upheld in more than 300
embassies,
consulates,
and diplomatic missions
around the world, Ambassador Currie said. The
Women, Peace, and Security Agenda is currently
operating in 30 countries,
and the work continues to
grow. “We look to push
back on the malign influence that certain countries around the world
are using to expand their

power and to undermine
the rights of women and
girls around the world,”
Ambassador Currie said.
Through partnerships with
other countries, including
governments and civil societies, the Women, Peace,
and Security Agenda
works to make sure that
women’s voices are heard.
Through the work being done to implement the
objectives of the Women, Peace, and Security
Agenda, it was observed
that COVID-19 has a disproportionate impact on
women and girls around
the world, especially
those in conflict affected
states. “We’re seeing significant spikes in gender
based violence, job loss,
and increasing instability and insecurity in places such as South Sudan
and other places around
the world where women
are going to be more vulnerable because of state
failure,”
Ambassador
Currie noted. Ambassador Currie explained that

the Women, Peace and
Security Act works hand
in hand with the Global
Fragility Act to help solve
these issues. Together they
work with local women’s
organizations to make
sure impacted women
have access to services
and judicial processes.
Ambassador Currie will
continue working with the
Women, Peace, and Security Agenda to ensure
that women’s voices are
heard around the globe.
“Women bring different
issues and perspectives
to the table,” Ambassador Currie said, “and it’s
really important to ensure their participation.”
In the future, the Women, Peace, and Security
Agenda will be working
to increase the number
of female peacekeepers
in order to maximize its
effectiveness and responsiveness across the globe.
Contact Alessandra
at alessandra.antonacci@
student.shu.edu
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Interview with Alumnus and Fulbright Scholar Santiago Losada
Delaney Cha
Staff Writer

Former Slavic Club
President, founding Brother of Phi Delta Theta, Diplomatic Envoy staff writer, and Fulbright Scholar
are all words that can be
used to describe Seton
Hall University Alumnus,
Santiago Losada. Those
who had the pleasure to
cross paths with Santiago
were mesmerized by his
passion for learning about
languages and culture. After graduating from Seton Hall in the Spring of
2019, Santiago accepted
a position as a Fulbright
Scholar and traveled
to Moldova during the
2019-2020 academic year.
Fulbright is an incredibly competitive academic scholarship. It gives
students and professors
the opportunity to travel to different countries
to either teach English
or conduct research. Seton Hall has produced
multiple Fulbright Scholars, with Santiago being
the most recent under-

graduate student to receive the scholarship.
Santiago was unaware
of the Fulbright Scholarship until his junior
year. “They made an announcement, and a friend
of mine was talking
about going to the interest meeting, so I went
along,” he remembered.
The meeting was at the
end of the spring semester. He began the application process over the
summer and worked on it
into the beginning of the
fall semester Santiago was
chosen as a semi-finalist when the first round
of applications was approved. An interview was
issued, following which
the first rounds of scholarships were awarded.
On April 4, 2019, Santiago received the news
of his selection as an alternate scholar for Moldova. “Fulbright always
holds an orientation at
the end of July and that
year it was July 20,” Santiago stated. “I knew if I
did not hear from them,
I didn’t get it.” He explained that the waiting

Courtesy of Santiago Losada.

process was a nightmare
because he was not sure
how to plan the next few
months of his life. Santiago began to move on
from Fulbright and applied to various internships and master’s programs until he received
an email from Fulbright
saying that he was selected as the scholar who
would travel to Moldova.
When asked about
why he chose Moldova,
he related the decision to
a class he took while at
Seton Hall: Sustainable
Development with Dr.
Nabeela Alam. Santiago
described a project that
he did for the class and
how his group chose to
focus on Moldova. “The
project made me learn
about the history, and the
economics, and some of
the cultural aspects,” said
Santiago. “It also really
resonated with my whole

journey with Russian
too.” Santiago further explained that his success in
Moldova can be credited
to what he learned from
being a part of Slavic Club
during his entire four
years as an undergraduate.
During his time in
Moldova, Santiago lived
in a small city called Comrat, in a region of Moldova called Gagauzia, or
as he called it, the “Land
of the Gaga.” While in
Comrat, Santiago kept
busy by volunteering at
the local university, gyms,
and NGOs. Two of the
NGOs he volunteered at
were Miras Moldova and
Pro Europa; both focus
on economic development, infrastructure, education, and youth employment. He taught English
and Spanish classes at
Comrat State University,
teaching high school students, undergraduate stu-

only grounds in the entire
world that can bring us all
together.” HRH called for
the UN to reduce bureaucracy, eliminate politically-favored decisions, and
down-share responsibilities with NGOs and civil
societies around the world.
The first panelist, Dr.
Catherine Tinker, is a
Distinguished Fellow at
the Center for UN and
Global Governance Studies, Adjunct Professor at
Seton Hall University’s
School of Diplomacy, and
Founder of the Tinker
Institute on International
Law and Organizations.
Dr. Tinker described
four ways in which the
UN has served the world
thus far: “as a talk shop
where diverse voices can
be heard, a laboratory of
new ideas, a place of dialogue, and a place for the
progressive development
of international law.”
Dr. Tinker recognized
the successes of the UN,
but also identified its
shortcomings. One example is how the many foundational UN documents,
like the UN Charter, do
not explicitly refer to a

human right to a healthy
environment. However,
Dr. Tinker acknowledged
that the UN has made –
and continues to make
– progress to address
environmental concerns.
The second panelist,
Reverend Robert Chase,
a Fellow at the School
of Diplomacy, minister
for the United Church of
Christ, and Founder of
Creative Connections in
Media. He asserted that
religion is a significant
factor that is shaping
the current generation,
but it is often excluded or overlooked when
making policy decisions.
Rev. Chase made two
suggestions for ways that
the UN can create meaningful change. The first
suggestion is that the UN
should increase engagement with interreligious
organizations. His second
proposal is that the UN
should offer resources
on how to navigate social media – a “constant
force” and “danger” that
has made it increasingly difficult to tell what
is authoritative or fake
news. This is important,

dents, graduate students,
professors, and even
the mayor of Comrat.
While in Comrat, he also
worked on his own research, which focused on
economic development
and investment strategies for Gagauzia and
Moldova. When posting
about his travels and experiences on social media,
Santiago would often use
the hashtag, #LandoftheGaga, which was later
utilized by the Gagauzia
Tourism Center because
of Santiago’s frequent use.
Santiago’s experience
living abroad made him
adapt to new experiences and realize everything
he had taken for granted
in the United States. He
explained that one of the
most challenging things
about living in Moldova was not being able to
have the usual amenities
Americans are so used to
having. At certain points
during his stay in Moldova he said that he “had
to live without running
water for a few weeks every three or so months.”
Another difficult part of

living abroad was adapting to the culture. There
were many times where
he was asked to give a
presentation about a topic two hours before the
meeting time, but that
is very normal in that
culture. “It’s a learn as
you go kind of experience,” Santiago described.
While COVID-19 uprooted the lives of many
people, Santiago tried his
best to stay in Moldova.
However, he had to leave
when the U.S. Consulate issued a mandatory
evacuation of the country. Due to this evacuation, Fulbright extended
and renewed his scholarship. Santiago is currently awaiting the all-clear
from the U.S. Consulate
in Moldova before returning to Comrat. When
asked if he would do it all
over again, Santiago responded without any hesitance saying, “Absolutely. I would 100 percent
choose Moldova again.”
Contact Delaney
at delaney.cha@student.shu.
edu

UNA-SHU Holds Prestigious Panel, Discusses UN’s 75th Year
Anniversary, Proposes Solutions for The Future
Jasmine DeLeon
Staff Writer

On September 30,
the United Nations Association at Seton Hall
University (UNA-SHU)
held a panel discussion
to celebrate and discuss
the 75th anniversary of
the adoption of the United Nations Charter. The
panel consisted of His
Royal Highness Prince
Adnan El-Hashemite, Dr.
Catherine Tinker, Rev.
Robert Chase, and Dr.
Mary Norton. The panelists presented different
perspectives,
engaged
in a discussion, and answered questions about
how the United Nations
has impacted the international political stage
over the past 75 years and
how the world can move
forward on its mission.
The event began with
a keynote speech by His
Royal Highness Prince
Adnan
El-Hashemite,
an activist and member
of the Hashemite Royal House of Iraq. HRH
began his speech on a
hopeful note, asserting

that the UN has delivered many great achievements unto humanity.
“I am here to remind
everyone why the UN
was created,” he said.
“It was not created to
be a club for the influential, powerful, or the
wealthy. The UN is the
house where we all can
go when we need help.”
HRH made two primary arguments in his
speech. First, he recognized how non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and civil societies are crucial to the success of the UN. Going
further, HRH stated that
the UN should “co-sponsor - financially and morally - the actions of every
NGO on earth,” and create a “simplified information sharing system where
any NGO can directly
reach out to the UN.”
Secondly, HRH declared that it would be a
“disaster” if the UN were
to be dismantled and that
the UN must be protected and preserved. He
acknowledged that the
UN is not perfect, but
also stated that it is “the

he noted, because “youth
are our most precious resource and the ones most
susceptible to social media driven fake news.”
The last speaker was
Dr. Mary Norton, a Fellow at the Center for UN
and Global Governance
Studies and internationally-renowned researcher
and professor. Dr. Norton focused her presentation on the importance
of global education. She
described how education
creates global citizens and
leaders with the skills and
values needed to adapt
to an ever-changing and
interconnected
world.
The remainder of the
event consisted of a dialogue between the panelists, who were asked
questions by UNA-SHU
students and audience

members. Each of the
panelists expressed different views on the UN’s
greatest accomplishments
over the last 75 years:
connecting world cultures, creating a forum
for productive discourse,
advancing the progress
of the Sustainable Development Goals, and
preventing World War III.
The most common
theme that the panelists
echoed in resounding
consensus was their hope
in the younger generation. The biggest takeaway of the event is that
young people are going
to be the generation to
create change and make
a difference in the world.
Contact Jasmine
at jasmine.deleon1@student.
shu.edu

The virtual panel discussed UN75. Courtesy of Judy Koren.

