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In an age of ubiquitous and sometimes exasperating information, we often find ourselves so overwhelmed with the
“what” of international affairs, that we forget to step back
and question the “why.” In doing so, the value of news is
depreciated as its true purpose is to both inform and stimulate the public’s conscious.
Over the past three months, our Editorial Board has had
the genuine pleasure of working alongside our best writers
in an attempt to inform and stimulate those who honor us
when they read our words. Our intention has always been
to proliferate clarity in a murky and seemingly disorderly
world, and we thank you for your continued engagement.
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On behalf of our Editorial Board, I want to thank you for
reading this special summer edition of the Diplomatic
Envoy.
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A Note to the Reader
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The Islamic State:
What Is the Future
After Collapse?
Shamel Dishack Staff Writer
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What was once the richest and most well-equipped terrorist organization
in the world is now on thin ice. In 2014, the Islamic State controlled a population of some seven or eight million civilians. However, according to the
Al-Jazeera Centre for Studies, the start of 2018 found the IS group with only
four percent of its original territory. From Syria and Iraq to Somalia and
Libya, militant groups once loyal to Al Baghdadi find themselves at a dilemma; they must decide whether to fight what appears to be a losing battle or to
break away while possible.
Since its 2003 genesis under Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, ISIS has experienced
many structural reformations, beginning as an underground movement,
ascending to a guerilla insurgency, and finally transitioning into a proto-state
with a caliphate, Foreign Affairs notes. By capturing large swaths of territory,
the organization became capable of generating taxable revenues, as well as
utilizing oilfields and refineries. Lucrative smuggling routes, black markets,
and well-funded kidnapping operations allowed ISIS to accumulate vast stockpiles of arms and ammunition, further bolstered by the array of powerful
modern military hardware that became available to them in the wake of the
Iraqi army’s 2014 retreat.
However, as the world began to notice ISIS’ belligerent seizing of power
gaps created by the failing Iraqi project and the Syrian war, the organization
found itself surrounded by enemies, as the U.S., Russia, and much of the Middle East united against this common enemy. Despite its fearsome behavior,
sheer discipline, and access to riches, ISIS
was still weaker compared to its neighbors.
Moreover, as Foreign Policy reports, the
group’s radical ideologies and barbaric
practices combined with inefficient strategy deprived them of much-needed support
from the Muslim community, contributing
to a near-inevitable loss of territory and a
harsh fall from grace.
As coalition and ground forces target
ISIS leadership at a frenetic pace, win
critical battles, and wreak financial havoc
upon the group, many in the international
community wonder whether it is too early
to claim victory. NBC reports that about
10,000 supporters remain in Iraq and Syria,
more than enough to wage insurgencies
that could disrupt politics, foster sectarianism, and generate xenophobia from foreign This cartoon depicts al-Zarqawi captured.
Photo Courtesy of Wikimedia.

governments. The organization will
published a list celebrating 800 such
likely shift from state-building to
attacks whose targets ranged from Iraqi
attacks through underground networks
and Kurdish military outposts to Assad
and terrorist cells, severing the link
forces and allies. Although attacks such
between battlefield losses and ISIS’
as the 2015 Europe incidents, the 2017
operational ability. The Brookings
Egypt violence against Coptic ChrisInstitute’s Chris Meserole suggests
tians, and the July suicide bombing in
that the world will have to prepare for
northern Afghanistan originally ceneither a resurgent Al-Qaeda, a virulent
tered on claiming lost territories, it has
ISIS insurgency, or both.
become an optimal strategy for ISIS.
The ideologies that helped propel
With numerous sporadic, cost-efficient
ISIS remain widespread and easily
attacks, the organization can inflict
accessible, according to the Atlantic.
maximum casualties while avoiding large
The basic goals of antagonizing the
scale battles, attacking religious groups
Shiite-Sunni divide
near and far, and
and depicting ISIS as a
ultimately positioning
force of salvation have
itself as true defendendured, and by going
er of the faith. CNN
underground, ISIS
reported that before
ensures it can remain
his demise in 2016,
relevant amongst its
Mohammad al-Adnani,
disenfranchised Sunni
former leader of the
supporters. It has
Islamic State, claimed
responded similarly
that the organization
before, the Washingcould endure losses in
ton Post reports; seven
Mosul and Raqqa –
months after the Iraqi
and that “defeat is
government declared
losing the will and
victory against ISIS,
the desire to fight.”
the group crept back
This narrative persists
to central Iraq, spreadthrough the propaganing fear and instability
da videos that ISIS-afthrough kidnappings,
filiated media accounts,
assassinations, and
productions, and jourbombings. In an article
nals continue to churn
from the Brookings
out, inspiring recruits
Institute, Dr. Daniel
and lone wolves to
Byman envisioned
carry out attacks in the
ISIS’ territory has dwindled vastly.
a reversal to Al-Qaeda
name of ISIS.
Photo Courtesy of Wikimedia.
roots. As ISIS focused
An even bigger quesmore than ever on the far enemy,
tion looms over the foreign fighters who
divides in political and geographical attraveled from more than 80 countries
mospheres would accelerate the strife
to support ISIS - what Dr. Colin Clarke
in communities and the revival of
termed a “terrorist diaspora” in testithe group. He specifically pointed to
mony to the U.S. government published
how actions from the Trump adminby the RAND corporation in July 2017.
istration, such as the Muslim ban and
Foreign fighters tasked to return to
bias towards the Saudi perspective on
terrorist cells in their homelands or
Middle Eastern affairs, could impede
participate in other civil wars present an
the struggle against jihadism.
opportunity for new splinter groups and
The Middle East and Europe will
the revival of Al-Qaeda networks. Dr.
likely be the most heavily targeted
Clarke and Dr. Chad Serena write in the
through suicide bombings as well as
National Interest that virtual currencies
hit-and-run attacks. Foreign Affairs
and new online platforms can be used to
reports that in 2017, ISIS’ media wing
fund and propagate future attacks. Ad-

“The world will
have to prepare for
either a resurgent
Al-Qaeda,
a virulent ISIS
insurgency, or
both.”
- Chris Meserole

80+

countries from
which foreign
fighters travel to
carry out attacks in
the name of ISIS

“Defeat is
losing the will and
the
desire to fight.”
-Mohammad
al-Admani
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Thousands mourned after the Paris attacks.

“Corrupt and
incompetent
governments
unable to
provide
disenfranchised
Sunnis with
basic services
and good
governance
remain
unchanged.”
-Dr. Bryan Price

vancements in communication further
increase the extent to which terrorist
networks can remain both undetected
and active abroad – indicating a new
beginning rather than an “end” to ISIS.
To procure better insight on the supposed collapse and future trajectory of
ISIS, the Envoy reached out to Dr. Bryan Price, former director of West Point’s
Combating Terrorism Center. Noting
ISIS’ adaptive ability, Dr. Price pointed
out that the organization has remained
active in many parts of its “caliphate,”
including Afghanistan, Somalia, and
southeast Asia. He adds that conditions
remain ideal for ISIS’ survival as well as
Al-Qaeda’s revival, as the latter has taken
care to lay low while revitalizing its networks and avoiding U.S. counterterrorism efforts. Fighters will likely continue
to flock to the groups’ violent conditions as the socio-political conditions
responsible for their rise – “corrupt
and incompetent governments unable
to provide disenfranchised Sunnis with
basic services and good governance” –
have remained unchanged.
In response to the thought of foreign
fighters returning to their homelands
as new cells, Dr. Price offers a simple
yet enriching policy: improved vetting
for those seeking to enter the country,
working with allied countries to ensure
their ability to do the same, and avoiding

unhelpful rhetoric capable of alienating
entire regions or spawning new jihadist
groups. In countering domestic violent
extremism – the source of most Jihadi
attacks in the U.S. – forging bonds between local law enforcement and leaders
in at-risk communities is key. Through
trust, competence, and communication,
potential dangers can be rooted out and
sensitive issues effectively handled.
The collapse of the geographical
entity known as the Islamic State group
is likely simply another chapter in its
history, however, as we approach the
end of 2018, there is much to celebrate
in terms of the international coalition’s
progress against an ISIS resurgence. Only
Syrians and Iraqis can assure victory, but
foreign actors can be of service through
building Iraqi law enforcement and
intelligence systems capable of foiling
terrorist plots and ending insurgencies, as
well as working to hinder ISIS command
centers’ Internet communications. It is in
the American and global interest to work
together in the long-term to concisely
map out ISIS’ next evolution, expose
its weaknesses, and form policies that
constrict both its ideological reach and its
threat to vulnerable governments in the
Middle East, Europe, and beyond.
Contact Shamel at shamel.dishack@student.
shu.edu

Understanding the Venezuelan Crisis
Madison Feser

Staff Writer

Venezuela finds itself economically devastated. Photo Courtesy of Kenneth Rodriguez (Wikimedia Commons).
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Venezuelans are struggling without
basic necessities. Photo Courtesy of
Unsplash.

87%

of Venezuelans do
not have enough
money to purchase
food

Infant mortality rate has increased by
30%. Photo Courtesy of Flickr.

95%

of Venezuelan exports used to be oil
before 2014

Government hopes are high that the
Petro will save the economy. Photo
Courtesy of Wikimedia.
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The repercussions of Venezuela’s
economic collapse and the government’s
inability to stabilize the country has left
Venezuelan people struggling to survive.
On average, Venezuelans living in
extreme poverty lost 19 pounds in 2016
and child malnutrition has reached 70
percent in rural communities, according
to CNN and BBC respectively. In 2016,
a study found that 87 percent of the
population did not have enough money
to purchase food, reports the Council
on Foreign Relations (CFR). Some of
the most desperate in the country are
currently stealing and eating zoo animals,
the Independent adds.
The international community views
Maduro’s restricting of political freedom
as the primary cause of Venezuela’s economic collapse and its subsequent decline
into a humanitarian disaster, according to
the New York Times (NYT).
After Chavez’s death in 2013, Maduro
narrowly won the presidency. Maduro’s
government overspent on social welfare
programs, abandoned state-owned land,
and became completely dependent on oil
sales, with oil accounting for 95 percent
of exports and 25 percent of its GDP,
according to CFR.
Unfortunately for Venezuela, other
countries began successfully dredging
oil within their own borders through
fracking despite environmental controversy. The increasingly popular process,
which recovers oil by injecting subterranean rocks with liquid at a high pressure
to release untapped oil, meant countries
no longer needed Venezuela’s pricey oil
exports.
By 2014, oil output in Venezuela fell
by 20,000 barrels a day, reports Aljazeera.
This caused the price per barrel to drop
from $111 in 2014 to merely $27 in 2016,
reports CFR.
Estimates indicate the contraction of
Venezuela’s GDP by double digits for
the third consecutive year, according to
Forbes. Hyperinflation is also due to hit
over 2,000 percent during 2018, according to the International Monetary Fund.
Making matters worse, Maduro blames
the U.S. and its supposed economic war

Venezuelan oil exports
have decreased
dramatically. Photo
Courtesy of Pexels.

for the Venezuelan collapse, remaining hostile to foreign business as a result, reports
NYT.
Scrambling to rectify his country’s economic collapse without opening its ports to
foreign business, Maduro issued a cryptocurrency, the Petro, in February 2018,
making it the first country to do so, reports
CFR. A cryptocurrency is a digital currency
backed by raw materials, such as oil, gas,
gold, or diamonds. After one day of presales, the Petro made $735 million and is
available in both digital and hard currency,
but the government soon hopes to make it
available in exchange for the near-worthless
paper Bolivar. The Petro’s cost is relative to
one barrel of oil, that is, about $62 a barrel,
according to Aljazeera.
Maduro and his supporters hold that
the Petro will alleviate repercussions of the
sanctions imposed on Venezuela and raise
the country from this economic collapse,
but economists debate the plausibility of
Maduro’s promise, reports CFR. The Venezuelan National Assembly, Maduro’s opposition party, calls the petrol illegal, reports
Aljazeera. President Trump has also signed
an executive order banning U.S. financial
transactions using the Petro, but the Petro
may not be as beneficial as Maduro hopes,
or as threatening as the U.S. fears.
“The Petro has had essentially no effect
on Venezuela’s real economy,” School of
Diplomacy and International Relations
Associate Professor and Department Chair
Benjamin Goldfrank told the Diplomatic
Envoy. “Inflation has continued to worsen
since February when the Petro was introduced. The Petro itself lost value since its

effect. [They] may have even helped
Maduro by allowing him to claim that
the U.S. was engaging in an ‘economic
war’ against Venezuela and harming
Venezuelan livelihoods when in fact
the country’s economic problems are
mostly self-inflicted.”
Not every country is opposed to
the elections, however. Among the
nations that congratulated Maduro
on his win are Russia, China, Cuba,
and El Salvador, says BBC. With
such turmoil and distrust within the
international community, any soluintroduction, but not as much as the
Bolivar. I do not think the Petro will
solve or even alleviate Venezuela’s economic troubles.”
The economic collapse has also poisoned Venezuela’s health care system.
The Venezuelan Pharmaceutical Federation estimates that 85 percent of basic
medicines are unavailable in hospitals,
and basic supplies such as soap and
gauze are absent from medical facilities,
as well as food, water, and electricity.
Maternal mortality increased by 65
percent between 2014 and 2016, reports
CNN. Infant mortality has also increased by 30 percent, and diseases such
as diphtheria and malaria are returning
to the country years after their initial
eradication, reports CFR.
Increasing levels of poverty, malnutrition, and rising homicide rates have
forced up to 600,000 Venezuelans from
the country into Colombia and Brazil as
of March 2018, according to CFR and
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Despite the upheaval,
however, the Maduro regime has “vehemently denied the extent of the need
for help and has blocked an effort by
the opposition-led National Assembly
to seek international assistance,” says
Human Rights Watch.
Amidst this economic crisis came
the 2018 Presidential election, which
would trigger its own disruptions as
well. Maduro has increasingly tightened
his control over opposition parties, such
as the Democratic Unity Roundtable
(MUD), says CFR. His regime also sup-

pressed the press in favor of state-controlled media outlets. In 2017, Maduro
briefly dissolved the National Assembly
which, after being reinstated, found all
545 seats filled by Maduro supporters,
reports CFR.
The 2018 election, delayed five
months, took place on May 20. Many
countries, including the U.S., called the
election unfair and undemocratic due
to not only the sudden date change but
also the fact that Maduro barred any
opposition parties who boycotted the
election from further participating in
Venezuela’s political landscape, reports
NYT and Aljazeera.
The results of the election saw Maduro re-elected with 5.8 million votes,
nearly 68 percent of votes, reports
NYT. Accusing the regime of threatening voters, critics were quick to point
out that only 46 percent of the eligible voting population cast ballots and
Maduro received 1.5 million fewer votes
in this election than his first presidential
race.
The election and its results left the international community in a frenzy, with
14 countries recalling their ambassadors
from the region, reports the BBC. Other
countries, such as the U.S., are imposing
economic sanctions to little effect.
“U.S. sanctions on individual Venezuelan leaders started in March 2015
under the Obama administration, when
7 individuals were sanctioned,” says
Goldfrank. “Under Trump, nearly 60
more individuals have been sanctioned.
These sanctions have had little to no

“The Maduro regime
has vehemently
denied the extent of
the need for help, and
has blocked effort (...)
to seek international
assistance.”
- Human Rights Watch
tion to alleviate Venezuela’s suffering
seems unlikely as of yet, as negotiating multilateral agreements between
countries will be difficult if not
impossible.
“Right now there’s not much of an
“international community” to speak
of,” warns Goldfrank. “If up to a
few years ago one could potentially
imagine the United States and at least
some of its allies agreeing on a common multilateral policy to encourage
respect for democracy and human
rights in another country, it seems
essentially impossible to imagine that
now. Broken agreements, trade wars,
and the complete absence of democracy and human rights on the foreign
policy agenda of major powers means
that the multilateral engagement
necessary to resolve problems like
those seen in Venezuela is extremely
unlikely in the near- to medium-term
future.”
Contact Madison at madison.feser@
student.shu.edu
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Unraveling the Catholic
Church’s Cover-Up of
Clerical Sexual Abuse
Stevie Miller

Staff Writer

In 1962, a confidential 69-page document was sent to
every bishop in the Roman Catholic Church. Bearing the
seal of Pope John XXIII, it outlined explicit instructions
on how to deal with allegations of clerical sexual abuse,
calling for victims to take oaths of secrecy and threatening dissenters with excommunication. Described in The
Guardian as “a blueprint for deception and concealment,”
the letter stands as verified proof that the Catholic Church
enacted an official policy condoning the systemic concealment of abuse and silencing
of victims.
Fifty years later, the Catholic Church is still dealing with
the ramifications of such a
policy. At least 37 countries
and territories have reported
incidences of sexual abuse by
priests since 2001, according
to the organization Bishop
Accountability. Of those
37, 24 countries alleged new
cases of abuse within the first
seven months of 2018 alone.
In April 2018, every
Chilean bishop offered his
resignation in response to
international backlash regarding the cover-up of clerical sex
abuse in Chile. Pope Francis accepted three, including that
of Bishop Juan Barros, who was accused of being primarily responsible for allowing pedophile priests to continue
working with children despite knowledge of past abuse
allegations, according to the Los Angeles Times.
This year in Australia, Archbishop Philip Wilson became
the highest-ranking Catholic in the world to be charged and
convicted of concealing child sexual abuse cases, reported
the BBC. According to the testimony of former altar boy
and victim Peter Creigh, Wilson was alerted of Creigh’s
abuse at the hands of an assistant priest in 1976 and refused to acknowledge any wrongdoing. He later accused a
second victimized boy of lying and ordered 10 Hail Mary
prayers as punishment. On July 30, 2018, he resigned his
position as Archbishop of Adelaide, according to the New
York Times (NYT).
The recent cases in Chile and Australia illustrate the

“Interestingly...
the Church has
viewed the issue
of clerical
sexual abuse as
a product of
society, not
institution.”
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deeper issue of transparency at hand. Dr. Jo Renee
Formicola, a specialist in church-state relations in Seton
Hall’s Department of Political Science & Public Affairs,
writes that U.S. Bishops “have been unable and/or unwilling to provide information, assure transparency…
and be accountable for the crisis and its management
that has occurred on their watch in the last two decades.”
This attitude is perhaps most blatant in the methods
the Church has used to deal with child abuse accusations in the past. The finding of the Boston Globe’s
2002 investigation concluded that after allegations,
Catholic priests often vanish from their assigned parishes. In 2009, Cardinal Roger Mahony admitted to the
National Catholic Reporter, “rather than pulling people
out of ministry directly and fully, they were moved.
Monetary settlements in exchange for non-disclosure
agreements are also a regularity. Between the years
1992 and 2002 alone, the Boston Archdiocese covertly
settled claims against more than 70 priests.
Interestingly, while past policy encouraged bishops
to deal with abuse allegations in-house, the Church has
viewed the issue of clerical sexual abuse as a product
of society, not institution. In 1993, Pope John Paul II
accused the culture of an “irresponsibly permissive”
American society of causing the sexual abuse problem, reported the Los Angeles Times. However, as
this behavior was also found in dioceses across the
world – Brazil, the Philippines, Canada, France, Ireland,
England, Italy, Columbia, Venezuela, Mozambique –
international allegations refute this viewpoint.
Educational institutions are also not exempt from
the issue. Between the years 1954 and 2016, Seton Hall
University has found itself affiliated with no less than
eleven priests accused or implicated in cases of clerical
sexual abuse.

The Pope greets
children in his visit
to the Philippines.
Photo Courtesy of
Wikimedia.

Despite accusations of “imunder Archbishop John J. Myers.
proper touching” at a school in
William Giblin taught at both Seton
Baltimore, Father James G. Murray
Hall Preparatory School and Seton
continued his active involvement
Hall University between 1961 and
in educational settings, including
1969, eventually assuming the role
a position as a featured speaker
of preparatory school headmasat Seton Hall University’s Charter
ter full-time. In 2002, Giblin was
Day on February 23, 2007. After
arrested in Montreal during a child
the 2005 allegations
prostitution sting
were reinvestigat“Between 1954 and operation on accued in 2011, he was
of organiz2016, Seton Hall has sations
permanently retired
ing sexual encounbeen affiliated with ters, according to
to a monitored Jesuit
residence, according
Star Ledger.
no less than eleven the
to the Baltimore Sun.
While the charges
priests accused or against Giblin were
In 2017, a former student filed
implicated in cases dropped in 2003
suit against both
due to lack of
of clerical sexual evidence, a second
Seton Hall Preparatory School and the
involved priest was
abuse.”
Newark Archdiocese,
convicted.
citing that both instiIn addition to
tutions failed to protect him from
their responsibilities to the archdio“repeated sexual abuse” by Revercese, Newark Archbishops also hold
ends Robert G. Giblin and William
positions as Chair of the Board of
M. Gibney. After graduating from
Trustees and President of the Board
Seton Hall University’s Immacuof Regents at Seton Hall University.
late Conception Seminary in 1954,
In the past two years, two of them
Gibney served as the Seminary’s
have fallen under intense scrutiny
Dean of Students from 1957 to
for their roles in covering up sexual
1961 before transferring to Sacred
abuse.
Heart Church in Vailsburg, New
Archbishop John J. Myers retired
Jersey. While there, he was accused
from his position as Archbishop
of molesting a child between 1961
of Newark in 2016, shortly after
and 1963. Gibney’s specific case was his archdiocese was found to have
settled by the Newark Archdiocese
allowed pedophile priests to contin-

ue working with children, according to NYT.
Previously, Myers had also been accused of
mishandling abuse allegations since 1987 as
coadjutor in the Peoria, IL diocese, according
to the National Catholic Reporter.
Retired Cardinal Theodore Edgar McCarrick
was removed from public ministry by The Holy
See in 2018 after the New York Archdiocese
found “credible and substantiated” allegations
of sexual abuse of altar boys. Current Newark
Archbishop Joseph Tobin also reported that
while McCarrick was archbishop in Newark,
he was accused of sexual misconduct by three
adults, with the diocese privately settling claims
with two of them, according to NYT.
In an age of increased media and political
transparency, it is no longer unreasonable to expect answers and accountability from religious
leaders. There is no more room for clandestine transfers and secret settlements. Indeed,
the conviction of Archbishop Wilson and the
removal of Cardinal McCarrick highlight what
appears to be a turning point for a Catholic
Church no longer willing to ignore the pervasive issue of clerical sexual abuse within its
ranks.
Special thanks to the research contributions of Staff
Writer Tien Phan.
Contact Stevie at stephanie.miller@student.shu.edu

Clerical sexual abuse is
being increasingly exposed
in the media.
Photo Courtesy of Pexels.
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Summer Spotlight: A Visit to Palestine
Mohamed Shedeed Staff Writer

Imagine a border with some of the
most intense security in the world.
A discriminated ethnic minority sits
in detention for hours, waiting for the
next part of the “vetting” process.
White Americans have no problem
getting through.
Rather than a description of the
situation at the U.S.-Mexico border, this
is a description of the King Hussein
Bridge, the Israeli-controlled crossing
from Jordan into the West Bank.
9

For the past six months, I have been
border agent took all of our passports
studying and interning in Amman, Jordan.
but was only interested in two. She asked
In a country of roughly 9.5 million, an
Samir and me questions about our origins,
estimated 2.1 – 3.5 million are Palestinwhere we lived in the U.S., what we were
ian, according to Minority Rights Group
doing in Jordan, why we wanted to go to
International.
Israel, where we were staying, how long
Why are there so many Palestinians in
we were going to be there for, and so on.
Jordan?
The agent kept Samir’s and my passAccording to Zochrot, an Israeli NGO,
ports. Then she gave Samir and me forms
the creation of Israel in 1948 led to the
to fill out with our personal information.
destruction of 601 Palestinian villages
Samir and I sat down in the waiting area
and the Jordanian annexation of the West
once again.
Bank. Many of the millions of internalWhen I heard someone call my name,
ly and externally displaced Palestinians
I expected the same treatment I had
sought refuge in the surrounding areas of
received at the border back in March,
Gaza, the West Bank, Jordan, Syria, and
when I was called for two extra rounds of
Lebanon. Palestinians now use the term
questioning. During the latter, I answered
“Nakba” – an Arabic word meaning “caa woman’s question as to whether I was
tastrophe” – to describe this event.
Palestinian with a “no.” All she said was,
In early May, I visited
“Then why are you here?”
“I
answered
a
woman’s
Palestine with two friends
I wondered if she asked
who were in my study abroad question as to whether that same question to
I was Palestinian with everyone else.
program. All three of us were
born in the United States.
I assume this was
a ‘no.’ All she said was,
All three of us were traveling
because they already had a
‘Then why are you
using American passports.
relatively recent file on me,
here?’
I
wondered
if
Nevertheless, we each had a
but the woman who called
she asked that same my name that day handed
unique experience. I am of
question to everyone me my passport back and,
Egyptian descent. My friend
Samir’s family is part of the
to my surprise, an Israeli
else.”
Palestinian diaspora. My other
visa. Samir, however, was
friend, Diana, is of Russian and Jewish
not so lucky. The fourth time they called
descent.
his name, they handed him his passport
We all went to the King Hussein
and the small blue visa.
Bridge in the same taxi. We all paid the
Our story was not unique. Other stusame exit fee from Jordan. We all bought
dents in our program of Middle Eastern
the same bus tickets to cross the border.
and South Asian origin claimed to have
Differences emerged once we got to the
experienced similar profiling, while the
first security checkpoint.
border agents issued visas to white stuWe gave the woman at the window our
dents crossing the border for Easter or
passports and went through the metal deconcerts within minutes.
tector. Diana got her passport back. Samir
We entered Jerusalem that night. The
and I did not. The woman told us they
city is beautiful. The centuries-old archiwere going to perform a security check.
tecture, the massive walls to the old city
After about fifteen minutes, a man
rebuilt by various empires, and the general
called our names. He told us to take evessence of the city are near indescribable.
erything out of our pockets, checked the
However, the air of occupation casts its
contents, and checked our backpacks for
shadow over everything.
explosive residue.
Israel annexed East Jerusalem in 1980,
We proceeded to the next window. The
thirteen years after they took the West

The Aqsa Mosque in East Jerusalem.
Photo Courtesy of Mohamed
Shedeed.

Roughly

30%

of the Jordanian
population is
Palestinian.

‘Nakba,’ an
Arabic word for
‘catastrophe,’ is
used to describe
the forced
displacement of
Palestinians.

The Church of Nativity in Bethlehem.
Photo Courtesy of Mohamed
Shedeed.
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Bank from Jordan in 1967. However,
under the Fourth Geneva Convention,
the transfer of an occupying force’s
population into land it captured during
war is illegal, making the annexation of
Jerusalem, and the settlements built in
the West Bank, illegal.
After a roughly forty minute bus ride
to Bethlehem, we arrived at the Separation Wall, which the United Nations Security Council and International Court
of Justice have both criticized.

people the Israeli military killed and the
thousands of people who the Israeli
military injured, according to The New
York Times and the BBC respectively.
Responding to Israeli claims of
security concerns, Human Rights Watch
reported that, “while some protesters
near the border fence burned tires and
threw rocks, Human Rights Watch could
find no evidence of … any IDF claim
of threatened firearm use at the demonstrations.”
Israel does face security threats from
groups like Hamas. However, claiming
that those concerns not only justify

The Separation Wall in Bethlehem.
Photo Courtesy of Mohamed
Shedeed.

Israel constructed the 26-foot tall
wall under the guise of security in 2000;
for comparison, the Berlin Wall was
11 feet tall. The wall illustrates how
Palestinians have lived in an open-air
prison for decades now, as do the large
guard towers, the lengthy process to get
in or out of Bethlehem, and the stories
written and drawn on the wall.
According to a UN report, the wall
effectively annexed 9.5 percent of the
West Bank. The construction of the
wall also directly led to the destruction
of numerous Palestinian shops, homes,
and communities. It also obstructs Palestinians living on one side of the wall
from accessing roads, communities, and
their families on the other side.
Even if we ignore the ruthless bombing campaign that the Israelis engaged in
during the summer of 2014 that killed
over 1,000 civilians, the most recent
violence is telling of Israeli disregard
towards Palestinian lives. The numbers
that matter here are not Hamas’ flammable kites, which killed no one inside
of Israel’s official borders, but the 112
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There are many stories of Israeli violence
towards Palestinains. Graphic Courtesy of
Unsplash.

these types of actions but also are more
legitimate than Palestinian security
concerns is absurd and dehumanizing.
Palestinians have witnessed the destruction of their homes and villages,
air raid campaigns that kill thousands
and cripple infrastructure, and even the
burning of infants by extremist settlers
in the West Bank, report Al Jazeera, The
Independent, and Haaretz respectively.
What is currently happening in Palestine – and what has been happening for
the last century – is the forced displace-

ment, gratuitous killing, and erasure
of a people and their identity from the
planet. The recent law that the Knesset
passed demoting Arabic from an official
language and claiming that, “the realization of the right to national self-determination in Israel is unique to the
Jewish people,” as reported by Haaretz,
an Israeli newspaper, is a perfect example of this point.

“The numbers that
matter here are not
Hamas’ flammable
kites which killed
no one inside
Israel’s official
borders, but the 112
killed and the thousands of people who
the Israel military
injured.”
The law also claims that “the state
sees the development of Jewish settlement as a national value and will act to
encourage and promote its establishment and consolidation.”
Israel claims that the Palestinians
deny Israel’s right to exist, even though
Palestinian leaders, as the Jerusalem Post
has reported, have repeatedly affirmed
that very right.
It is the Israeli government, with its
construction of illegal settlements and
its attempts to destroy a national identity, that denies the Palestinian right to
exist. Denying that Israel is an occupying force is denying a brutal reality.
Contact Mohamed at mohamed.shedeed@
student.shu.edu

Summer Spotlight: A Visit to Israel
Jacob Abel

Staff Writer

Imagine a nation with beautiful
beaches, bustling modern cities, and a
vibrant economy.
This nation is home to some of the
holiest sites in the three Abrahamic
religions as well as one of the most
complex security situations in the
world.
This scenario, fraught with
criticism dating from the state’s
inception, describes the complexity of
Israel.
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I traveled to Israel approximately a
administration as much more reliable than
month after the United States opened
the Obama administration, not only beits embassy in Jerusalem, which it had
cause of the embassy move but also due
also declared the capital of Israel. After
to the decision by the U.S. to pull out of
spending two weeks there, one of my
the Iran deal. Even amidst international
biggest takeaways was the international
criticism of the embassy move, most of
media’s insufficient coverage of the vast
the Arab world is no longer willing to take
variety of viewpoints one will encounter
significant action to try and help the Palin Israel. The embassy move brought inestinians because Israel has created strong
ternational criticism on the U.S., as many
bonds with its neighbors. Egypt helps in
nations saw the move as causing more
counterterrorism efforts; countries like
conflict and derailing any potential peace
Saudi Arabia have also formed better
process that may take place in the region.
relations with Israel due to Iran’s ascent
The BBC quoted the President of the
as a common enemy. Such relationships,
Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas
combined with Israel’s growing economy,
as saying that the US is “abdicating its
have helped create more desirable condirole as a peace mediator.” The statement
tions within the nation.
from Abbas was just one of many from
Many Israelis feel that the outside
leaders of Muslim countries around the
world does not necessarily understand its
world, including the leaders
perspective; while the media
of Saudi Arabia and Iran.
focuses on the humanitarian,
“While the
The decision even invited
the Israelis must be conWestern media
condemnation from many
cerned with security. While
European leaders, including
giving us a tour of Jerusalem,
focuses on the
the Pope, who stated, “I
humanitarian, the Miri Eisin, who worked in Iscannot silence my concern
raeli military intelligence and
Israelis must be as a spokesperson in Prime
over the situation that has
emerged in recent days.”
concerned with Minister Benjamin NetanyaHowever, I had the
hu’s office for over 20 years,
security.
”
chance to speak to a few
took particular note of how
Israelis about the embassy
the western media mainly
move by the U.S., and almost
discusses the Israeli-Palesall of them were pleased. I stayed about
tinian conflict through the humanitarian
a mile from the embassy; while driving
lens. By focusing on the struggles of the
through the area around the embassy you
Palestinian people, Israel is depicted as an
could see strings tied above the streets
occupying force that may have negative
holding American and Israeli flags. It
impacts on them. However, while this
should come as no surprise that many
view is valid, Israel must still contend with
Israelis support the decision by President
the security perspective. Shortly before
Trump to move the embassy, as they view
and during the time of the opening of
Jerusalem as the rightful capital.
the U.S. embassy, masses of Palestinians
The stark difference in Israeli national
in Israel rushed many spots along the
feeling compared to Western media covborder fence between the two territories.
erage is likely tied to the current security
Israel was widely criticized for its hansituation in Israel. The number of terdling of the situation, due to the fact that
rorist attacks in Israel has been dropping
it fired live ammunition into the crowds
significantly over the last few years, and it
and killed hundreds of Palestinians. Many
appears the nation is becoming increasof the Israeli officials I met made the
ingly comfortable with the status quo. It
argument that Israel was defending its
appears to me that Israel sees the Trump
borders - an argument that deserves to be
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Israel boasts a variety of beautiful
beaches. Photo Courtesy of Flickr.

The area that has been so long
disputed between Israel and Palestine
holds much political and religious
significance to the people of both
nations.
Photo Courtesy of Wikimedia.

Israel is also home to a wide variety
of cultures and businesses. Photo
Courtesy of Flickr.

The Separation
Wall as seen in
Israel.
Photo Courtesy
of Arno Smit on
Unsplash.

heard out. Eisin noted that the key statistic in the large number of Palestinians
rushing the Israeli border is not 40 or 50
thousand people, but three. Three is the
key figure, because Israel is not necessarily as concerned with the 40 or 50
thousand that rush the border fence, but
rather the 3 individuals who hide among
the masses so that they may carry out a
terrorist attack inside Israel.
Furthermore, Gaza appears to be
dealing with a power struggle between
the Palestinian Authority, the recognized
governing body, and Hamas, which
presents a constant threat to Israel.
Hamas holds much influence in the
Gaza strip, most likely due to the area’s
44 percent unemployment rate; Hamas
obtains authority because it can bankroll
some civilians, providing them economic relief. Recently Hamas has been tying
‘Molotov cocktails’ and other flammable
objects to kites and flying them over
the border fence along the Gaza strip.
This is a prime example of how terrorist
groups in the area are becoming increasingly innovative, and how Israel in turn
must be increasingly creative in its solutions to these threats. One particularly
notable solution I heard amongst Israel

officials to promote economic growth
in the region was to build islands off the
cost where Gaza natives could expand.
Israel currently must adjust for the
reality that it is situated in one of the
most conflict-ridden areas on the planet.
It shares a border with civil war-torn

“Israel is not necessarily
as concerned with the 40
or 50 thousand that rush
the border fence, but
rather the 3
individuals who hide
among the masses so that
they may carry out a
terrorist attack.”
Syria where the Assad regimes is backed
by Iranian and Hezbollah, both Israeli
enemies. Recently Israel has launched
airstrikes against all three entities in
order to stop the transfer of advanced
weapons which could threaten the nation in the future.
One important, though rarely discussed Israeli program that affects the

nation’s standing with its neighbors
is the “Good Neighbor Initiative,”
through which Israel brings in Syrian
civilians in need of medical treatment.
Paid for by Israeli taxpayers, the program has treated and sent over 6,000
patients back to Syria. While Israel helps
all it can, they do not necessarily screen
all those they aid, leaving the risk that
they could be helping that seek to undermine it as a state. While the initiative
appears to boost Israel’s standing, some
hesitate to highly publicize the program
as those who are discovered to have received Israeli care face death once they
return to Syria.
Overall the situation in Israel is
extremely complex, as solving issues
is only complicated by the differing
viewpoints in the region. The decision
to move the U.S. Embassy has brought
the ability of the U.S. to be a peacemaker in the region into question. Only time
will tell if the Trump administration can
broker a peace deal. In any deal, governing over Jerusalem will be key, and it is
difficult to see whether any ground can
be made on this issue.
Contact Jacob at jacob.abel@student.shu.edu
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The Future of Plastic Pollution
in Our Oceans
Judy Koren Staff Writer
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Photo Courtesy of Unsplash.

Water pollution
such as this
costs $8 billion
in damages to
the environment.
Photo Courtesy
of Wikimedia.

On the weekend of June 8, Canada hosted the 44th G7 Summit, an
informal grouping of the seven most
advanced economies around the world,
including Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the
United States. The European Union is
also present during the conferences, but
cannot chair nor host summits.
At the Summit, the group established
the G7 Communique: a joint agreement
that covers global issues from gender
equality to security and climate change.
Within this, the group created the G7
Ocean Plastics Charter. According to
The Globe and Mail, the Charter calls
on all signatories “to reduce the use of
plastics and, where alternatives are not
available, find ways to include more
recycled materials in the plastics they do
use.” Reuters outlines the agreement in
its entirety, writing that the G7 Ocean
Plastics Charter falls under the section
of the Communique that is labeled
“Working Together on Climate Change,
Oceans and Clean Energy,” which
includes the Paris Agreement, pollution,
and clean reliable energy sources.
Out of the seven members, only
five agreed to sign the Ocean Plastics
Charter: Canada, France, Germany, Italy
and the United Kingdom. Notably left
out are the U.S. and Japan. Although
the Globe and Mail is unsure why Japan
declined, the news outlet reports that it

is not surprising that the U.S. removed
themselves from the environmental protection section of the Charter since it
backed out of the Paris Climate Agreement.
Dr. Catherine Tinker is the President
and Founder of the Tinker Institute on
International Law and Organizations
(www.tiilo.org). She is also a professor
at Seton Hall University’s School of Diplomacy and International Relations. Dr.
Tinker attended NYU Law where she
wrote her doctoral dissertation on the
Convention on Biological Diversity.
Dr. Tinker finds that voluntary
commitments reached through multilateral discussions, like the G7 group
and UN declarations, “provide a strong
sense of ownership and responsibility
spread among all actors, even without
ratification of a treaty.” The G7 Charter
assigns responsibility to each country
involved, especially regarding their use
and disposal of single-use plastic. Dr.
Tinker emphasizes that the “need for
global cooperation, not litigation, has
never been stronger.”
On World Environment Day prior
to the G7 Summit, Secretary-General
of the UN Antonio Gutierres called the
plastics crisis a “preventable tragedy.”
UN News reports that 80 percent of sea
pollution comes from land – 8 million
tons of plastic entering the oceans annually. Plastic pollution has so far killed

1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine
mammals, costing $8 billion in damages
to the marine ecosystem.
Dr. Tinker has observed the wide
range of voices represented in UN
meetings regarding environmental
issues. Experts, scientists, representatives of civil society and diplomats all
present their research and ideas in hopes
of adopting potential solutions. Most
recently, she witnessed H.E. Karolina
Skog, Minister of the Environment for
Sweden, present her findings on the
plastics crisis. “Prevention is always

More than 8 million tons of plastic enter
the oceans annually, wreaking havoc on
the marine econsystem. Photo Courtesy
of Gina Jie Sam Foek on Unsplash.
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Public awareness is key. Photo Courtesy of Marina Salles on Unsplash.

more cost efficient than end-of-pipe
solutions to pollution, including marine
plastics pollution,” she noted, adding
that banning microplastics in cosmetics
while also using new technology to
remove toxic particles in wastewater is
a “step ahead in combating the plastics
crisis.”
How does plastic end up in the
ocean? Greenpeace reports that plastic
is at risk of escaping into the environment during transport, especially once
it reaches landfills. Plastic easily blows
into the surrounding waterways, which
travel into the ocean. Major rivers
around the world are infested with
1.15-2.41 million tons of plastic, which
are ultimately carried to the ocean every year. This is equivalent to annually
dumping 100,000 garbage trucks full
of plastic.
Overall, this global issue requires
the attention of states, international organizations (IOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Dr. Tinker
believes that “no state or local government can solve these issues alone…
no IO alone can solve these problems
with words or principles alone without
national and local implementation.” In
the end, “all stakeholders are responsible, and all stakeholders are necessary
to create change.”
In recent years, NGOs fought
for the adoption of global sustainable development policies and states
stepping up to implement substantial environmental policies. For one
NGO, the International Union on the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Dr.
Tinker serves as an expert member of
their World Council on Environmental
Law (WCEL). She says the IUCN is
“known for developing evidence-based
policies and laws to protect and conserve the environment and species.”
In July, the IUCN Academy featured multiple panels of academics
discussing multidimensional issues like
plastics pollution, oceans and fresh
water. There, Dr. Tinker presented her
paper on the use of data to measure
implementation of the UN Sustain-

able Development Goals (SDGs). She
noted that other panelists called for
“additional protocols to treaties and
regional agreements to limit land-based
marine pollution” and “strong regulations and legislation” to ban plastics
that pollute the seas.
Nations like India and Kenya are
two of many proactive countries. The
Guardian reports that a year after
Kenya introduced the world’s stiffest
ban on plastic, their “waterways are
clearer, the food-chain is less contaminated with plastic and there are fewer
‘flying toilets’.” Those who produce,
sell or carry a plastic bag are subjected
to a $40,000 fine or up to a four-year
imprisonment.
India also made an unprecedented call to ban all single-use plastic
by 2022. The Independent said that
India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi
hosted a summit on World Environment Day where he emphasized that
“the choices we make today will define
our collective future.” The Independent also reports that India’s population produces 27,557 tons of plastic
per day and only 60 percent of that is
recycled. Civil society groups estimate
40 percent.
Globally, people are highlighting
how impactful plastic really is, through
creative ideas rather than statistics.
Audubon Aquarium in New Orleans,
Louisiana, announced its most recent

initiative: “Washed Ashore: Art to Save
the Sea.” ABC News said the limited
time exhibition displays “larger-thanlife aquatic animal sculptures crafted
from plastic trash collected from
beaches.” The exhibition features a
10-foot Sea Jelly, a 10-foot-long leaping
Marlin named “Flash,” a 1,500-pound
Great White Shark named “Greta” and
other aquatic animals.
Dr. Tinker notes that in order to
begin solving the plastics crisis, “behaviors must change in patterns of
production and consumption,” with
consumers “demanding this accountability throughout the supply chain.”
She also highlights the circular economy – a model that Europe currently
follows – which keeps resources in use
for as long as possible, meaning single-use plastic is highly discouraged.
Ultimately, public awareness among
the public is key. Dr. Tinker reminds
us that just as people know to carry reusable water bottles in place of plastic
water bottles, this “general consciousness” will in turn positively impact
human behavior “to protect all forms
of life on the planet and in the seas,
for ours and for future generations.”
Contact Judy at judy.koren@student.shu.edu

Analyzing the Post-Modern Autocrat:
The 21st Century Resurgence of Dictators
Gabrielle Goldworm Staff Writer
Photos Courtesy of Wikimedia.
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Examine history with enough care, and one starts to see
patterns. The communist and fascist dictators that once
seemed only to exist in our history books are increasing in
number all over the globe, as reports come in of landslide victories in supposedly democratic elections, vicious
crackdowns on media freedom and individual rights, and
the power-centric restructuring of laws and constitutions.
However, these officials are hardly the flashy, Mussolini-esq autocrats of old. They provide modern takes on
the classic strongman and public relations tactics, garnering support amongst large, intensely loyal bases, even as
the international community looks on with concern. An
in-depth look at some of
these leaders reveals what
it takes to be a successful
autocrat in 2018 – how to
get power, how to stay in
power, and what the rising
popularity of this type of
leader might mean for the
future of foreign relations.
Rodrigo Duterte
Children hold a welcoming
ceremony for Duterte.
Photo Courtesy of Wikimedia.

Official Title: President of the Philippines
Time in Power: Mayor of Davao City for seven nonconsecutive terms (22 years), president since 2016
Rodrigo Duterte has been a polarizing figure on the international scene since his 2016 run exposed the world to
his controversial past as the mayor of Davao City. Known
best for his brutally hardline stance against drug dealers,
Duterte has been linked to death squads accused of thousands of extrajudicial killings for decades. In 2015, Human
Rights Watch released a report estimating that more than
1000 people had died in Davao during Duterte’s leadership
and urged the government to investigate. Despite this and
other controversies in the media, Duterte would successfully run for president a year later.
Duterte’s appeal becomes clear upon examining the
nature of the world of Philippine politics. While boasting
one of the fastest growth rates in the world, the Philippines still suffered high corruption rates and poor infrastructure. The government resembles an oligarchy, with
political dynasties holding almost all of the power. The
resulting discontent with existing democratic structures
– what the Washington Post terms “democratic fatigue” –
ushered in a nostalgia for the days of the political strongman.
Duterte had deep connections prior to entering the
world of politics; his father was the governor of unified
Davao and a member of former president Ferdinand Marcos’ cabinet, CNN reports. As a firebrand populist who
mocked the liberal elite, Duterte didn’t need to capitalize
on economic downturn or waves of “dangerous immi-
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grants,” but promised to tear down the old frustrating
order. He presented himself as someone who would get
things done, without political savvy and despite institutional red tape. In a 2015 interview on a Philippine weekly talk
show, he famously promised to execute 100,000 criminals
and dump their bodies into Manila Bay. In March 2018, the
International Criminal Court began to investigate Duterte
for crimes against humanity related to his alleged role in
the thousands of deaths attributed to his brutal war on
drugs. Duterte responded by withdrawing his country’s
ICC membership.
Despite this, his approval ratings have remained high,
with a significant drop in popularity arising only recently,
after the President made some “blasphemous” comments
about God, which caused a stir in the majority Catholic
nation. Sources including Bloomberg speculate that this
could mark the end of the honeymoon period of Duterte’s presidency, but popular
opinion has yet to turn
against him. According to
Forbes, he still boasts a reported 88% approval rating
and a trust rating of 87%.
Xi Jinping
The signature of Xi Jinping.
Photo Courtesy of Wikimedia.

Official Title: State Chairman of the People’s Republic of China, General Secretary of the Communist Party, Chairman of the Central Military Commission
Time in Power: Vice President from 2008-2012,
State Chairman (President) of the PRC since 2012.
Involved heavily in Chinese politics since 1973
Autocrats are not new to the PRC. Although the Communist Party of China is officially “united in their condemnation of the Cultural Revolution” according to ABC, the
country has never fully forgotten or abhorred its former
leader, Mao Zedong. President Xi Jingping in particular
has not shied away from the lessons Mao left behind for
those hoping to build a similar cult of personality.
After the Cultural Revolution and downfall of his father
Xi Zhongxun, one of the Communist Party’s founding
fathers as well as a vice premier, Xi Jinping embraced
communist ideals and quickly rose through the ranks of
the party. In his 6 years as official head of the PRC, he has
quickly become China’s most powerful leader in decades,
consolidating the powers of his office to give him unparalleled control of China’s military, economy, and state-run
media. While his crackdown on corruption and dissenters
have been met with concern from international human
rights groups, his supporters have praised both these
efforts and his hardline stance on the island of Taiwan and
its Chinese sovereignty.
On top of all that, his image as the “Core Leader” of

Photo Courtesy of Flickr.
Putin is revered in Russia.

the party able to both care for and lead
his people forward in pursuit of a new
“Chinese Dream” has proved to be a
potent cocktail of charisma that even
numerous alleged human rights abuses
cannot water down. Party efforts to
limit his appeal have been a series of
successive failures.
While it may be debatable if President Xi, a longtime party loyalist,
truly fits the textbook definition of an
autocrat, his tactics echo those of previous autocrats but with modern flair.
His ideas, credited in the constitution
as “Xi Jinping Thought” (an honor before reserved for Mao) emphasize the
idea that a challenge to the president
is a challenge to the security of the
nation. Furthermore, Xi, with near universal support from the PRC, recently
passed a constitutional amendment
abolishing term limits for the country’s
leader. This, along with the fact that
he has not yet designated a possible
successor, indicates to many that he
intends to stay in power indefinitely.
Vladimir Putin
Official Title: President of
Russia
Time In Power: President for a
current official period of 14 years
(2 nonconsecutive terms, 2000-2008
and 2012-Present), Prime Minster
(1999, 2008-2012)
When it comes to President Putin,
it can be hard to separate man from
myth. For some Russians, he represents the best of a bad situation,
the strong leader necessary after the

painful demise of the USSR in 1991.
However, for many President Putin
represents much more than simple
stability. Seemingly untouchable by
the media and political opponents, he
is the charismatic and traditionally masculine everyman who shaped Post-Soviet Russia into a country unafraid to
stand up to western nations and willing
to use its military might.
As a KBG agent stationed in Dresden in 1989, Putin saw the widespread
mobs following the collapse of the
Iron Curtain, according to CNN.
Afterward, he developed the fear that
all autocrats foster – a fear of popular
uprising. Working in various positions
of slowly increasing political influence in Saint Petersburg and Moscow
throughout the 1990s, Putin became
acting president of Russia in 1999 after
Yeltsin’s resignation. In 2000, he would
win the early triggered election and
become at 47 the youngest president
since Stalin. His swift declaration of
all-out war on secessionist rebels in
Chechnya was widely supported, as Putin began to emphasize an ‘us against
them’ mentality that would serve him
well in the future.
Putin appears as the classic dictionary definition of an autocrat. His
critics and political opponents often
die in violent ways or under suspicious circumstances. His annexation
of Crimea shocked the international
community with its blatant callback
to 20th century land-grabs. His trollfarms work to undermine democratic
institutions and elections all over the

world. He brazenly consolidates power
through actions such as signing a law
that allows the president to appoint regional governors and viciously cracking
down on media and protest groups. Yet,
each year he is resoundingly reelected in
elections judged sufficiently genuine by
international standards.
While the Russian Constitution does
limit a president to serving two consecutive terms, there are no limits on how
many a president may serve overall.
Although Putin has previously denied
any intent to amend the constitution, it
seems inevitable that he will somehow
remain in power; as Alina Polyakova,
a Russian foreign policy expert at the
Brookings Institution noted, “The
surprise is not whether Putin will try
to stay, the surprise will be in how the
Kremlin will do it.”
These men are just three of the
dozen or so political strongmen to rise
to power in the last decade. Abdul Fatah
Al-Sisi in Egypt, Recep Tayyip Erdogan
in Turkey, Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela,
Paul Kagame in Rwanda, Sheikh Hasina
of Bangladesh – the list continues.
While colored by their own cultures,
they utilize the same tactics used by past
autocrats to gain, keep, and expand their
power. According to The New Yorker,
in 2017 seventy-one countries witnessed
decline in political rights and civil
liberties – a number likely to increase
in 2018. Even in the U.S., leaders utilize
authoritarian tactics: exploiting xenophobia, distrust of the media, and the
idea that certain officials are above the
law. History has already taught us that
autocrats make poor long-term leaders.
However, it seems many disillusioned
with democracy have decided once
more to put their faith in autocrats who
appear to have all the answers; only time
will tell if this time around will be any
less disastrous.
Contact Gabby at gabrielle.goldworm@
student.shu.edu
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