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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Reader,
On behalf of our Editorial Board I want to thank you for reading this special summer edition of the Diplomatic Envoy.
In an age of ubiquitous and sometimes exasperating information, we often find ourselves so overwhelmed with the “what”
of international affairs, that we forget to step back and question the “why.” In doing so, the value of news is depreciated as
its true purpose is to both inform and stimulate the public’s
conscious.
Over the past three months, our Editorial Board has had the
genuine pleasure of working alongside our best writers in an
attempt to inform and stimulate those who honor us when
they read our words. Our intention has always been to proliferate clarity in a murky and seemingly disorderly world, and
we thank you for your continued engagement.

Felipe Bueno
Editor-in-Chief
Photo courtesy of the School of Diplomacy.
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Rwanda’s Embryonic Democracy Threatened by Its Creator
BY TAYLOR CAIN
61

.

President Paul Kagame, Rwanda’s leader since
1994, could effectively rule until 2034 due to a
constitutional referendum. If Kagame is re-elected on August 4 and serves his allotted terms to
completion, he will be one of the longest-running
African leaders in history.

Kagame could seek a third seven-year term, then
two five-year terms.
Rwandans overwhelmingly supported the referendum with more than 98 percent voting in favor,
says Human Rights Watch, signaling Kagame’s
popularity. “They wanted me, through the constitutional referendum of December 2015, to continue my work, which I accepted,” Kagame told
Jeune Afrique earlier this year. “But the time has
come to tell them that they must start thinking,
beyond my person.”

Kagame’s tenure as president began after one of
the worst genocides in contemporary history,
where the Hutu led government of Rwanda sponsored the mass killing of the Tutsi population. His
leadership helped guide a torn nation towards improved stability and increased economic growth,
says The Brookings Institute.

Despite Kagame’s initial willingness to step down
and allow for new leadership, he quickly changed
his mind and continued to run.

His continued governance, reports the Brookings
institute, could move the country, and perhaps
the region, further into middle income status
and a stable democracy. However, his prolonged
control could also hinder the
very democracy he has tried to
promote.

The international community, particularly the
United States and the European Union, disapproves of the unchanging leadership, said John Mbaku, Ph.D.,
a nonresident senior fellow with
the Africa Growth Initiative.
Mbaku stated that despite the
U.S.’ longstanding support of
Kagame, the extension of his
mandate is shifting how he is
perceived internationally.

"Rwandans fear that
if Kagame is forced
out of power, sectarian violence could
return to the
country"

Kagame, a Tutsi, began as the
leader of the Rwandan Patriotic Army, which overthrew the
previous government in 1994 to
end the Hutu-sponsored genocide. He then served as the de
facto leader of Rwanda in 1994
as the Vice-President and Minister for Defense. He continued
as the chairman of the Rwandan Patriotic Front
(RPF) from 1998 until the Transitional National
Assembly elected him to the presidency in 2000,
according to Africa News.

However, many Rwandans do
not share the international
community’s hesitancy as they
believe the government could fail under a new
president, said Africa News. This is because the
current government and its institutions were
crafted around Kagame post-genocide, allowing
him to rule autocratically. Kagame dismissed
these fears, and does not believe that Rwanda
is ready for a new leader, The Harvard Political
Review reports.

Rwanda held its first democratic elections in
2003, according to Human Rights Watch, where
Kagame was elected with 95 percent of the vote.
In 2010 he won again with 93 percent of the vote,
which was expected to be his final term until the
recent referendum.

With the memory of the genocide still fresh in the
hearts and minds of voters, Rwandans fear that if
Kagame is forced out of power, sectarian violence
could return to the country, said Mbaku. “Despite the fact the country is quite peaceful, many
people in Rwanda, including members of the
opposition, have not forgotten the horrific events

In 2015, Rwandans voted for presidential terms to
be reduced from seven to five years, while maintaining the existing two-term limit, says BBC.
Because the change will not take effect until 2024,
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of 1994 and do not want any return to sectarian
violence.”

retary of the NEC, Charles Munyaneza, said the
directive is only for regulation, not censorship.

What makes the issue so complex is that unlike
other African leaders, such as Pierre Nkurunziza
in neighboring Burundi, Kagame made significant improvements to peace and security, said
Mbaku. Kagame transformed the economy and
made it the envy of Rwanda’s neighbors, with its
GDP growing at 8 percent per annum since 1996,
reports The International Observer.

Human Rights Watch argues that any regulation
which seeks to restrict a candidate’s ability to
campaign and reach out to voters is not necessary,
and is instead an attack on the freedom of speech.
One analyst told The EastAfrican that the directive could also serve as a tool to prevent opponents from criticizing current policies.

The idea that Kagame should step down gained
enough momentum that four Rwandans declared
their candidacy against him in the early stages
of the election. These candidates included Frank
Habineza, Diane Rwigara, Phillipe Mpayimana,
and Thomas Nahimana.
In order to run, candidates need
600 signatures, including at
least 12 from all of Rwanda’s 30
voting districts, VOA reports.
These signatures must be acquired after only three weeks of
campaigning, says VOA, putting
challengers to the incumbent at
a disadvantage.

Human Rights Watch’s fears were realized when
the Rwandan government disqualified two candidates in early July, reports Africa News. According
to the NEC, their disqualification was attributed
to their inability to raise sufficient signatures.
Censorship laws are not new to Rwanda, as print
media and radio broadcast
were used for Hutu propaganda
during the genocide, reports The
Harvard Political Review. The
memory of genocide has linked
free media and violence in the
public conscious, which the government uses as a justification
for controlling media and journalism standards.

"Many Rwandans belived the
election results
are
pre-determined"

The Rwandan government
further restricted candidates by
limiting one of the most powerful campaign tools
available: social media. With the short time frame
to campaign, candidates would ideally use social
media to reach a wider audience, and remain
connected to their voter base. Rwanda’s National Electoral Commission (NEC), a government
sponsored organization, passed a directive requiring any campaign related post to be screened,
according to the Associate Press. The Commission
can also edit any pictures, videos, and text that are
screened.
Campaign content on sites such as Facebook,
Twitter, WhatsApp, Instagram, and YouTube must
be submitted to the NEC 48 hours in advance
for approval, according to Human Rights Watch.
Despite these strict regulations, the executive sec-
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“Despite the fact that many in
the international community have criticized his approach to governance,
Kagame remains extremely popular in Rwanda,”
Mbaku said. Many Rwandans even believe the
election’s results are already predetermined and
that President Kagame will be reelected, says Human Rights Watch.
Kagame has been a key figure in Rwanda’s post
conflict reconstruction, and crafted the current
political system with himself as its epicenter.
Despite his past success in improving the country’s conditions, his long standing administration,
coupled with his restrictions on the opposition,
could signal uncertainty for the nation’s future.
On August 4 2017, Rwandans go to the polls with
the fear of sectarian violence in their hearts, and
Rwanda’s future on their minds.

Mosul’s Blood-Soaked
Liberation
BY MOHAMMED SYED
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The Battle of Mosul pushed on for eight months before
the fighting came to a halt, late last month. It was a battle
that raged amidst booby traps, suicide bombers, civilian
human shields, sniper nests, bombardments, hostages,
and cold, dead, tortured bodies.
In its latest stages, almost 20,000 civilians remained
hidden from the world, trapped in the city’s basements
and corridors, reports AlJazeera. BBC reports that more
than 920,000 people have been displaced as a result of
the fighting. Iraqi forces desperately fought to free civilians who had been trapped as human shields in between
50 to 100 households.
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi stressed a military strategy of “man before land,” which prioritized the
protection of civilians. This was done despite the Islamic State Group’s intentions of slowing the siege through
taking advantage of the risk of human collateral.
Despite al-Abadi arriving in Mosul on July 9 to declare
the city liberated, fighting continues. Lieutenant General
Abdul-Amir Yarallah, head of the Nineveh Operations
at the Joint Operations Command, reports that Iraqi
forces destroyed 1,247 booby-trapped cars, 1,500 military vehicles, and 130 drones in the process.
“The Iraqi army fought a battle that no army in the world
had fought,” said Yarallah.
The battle in the Old City was fought in narrow alleyways and hidden tunnels. 250 families were trapped in
an area of around 100 square meters, the majority of besieged civilians being women and children. 150 suicide
bombers attempted to launch one last massive attack
instead of surrendering, which would have resulted in
execution by the Iraqi forces.
Brett McGurk, special presidential envoy for the global coalition to defeat ISIS briefed reporters, stating that
President Trump’s recent strategy in the battle against
extremism in Syria and Iraq had “dramatically accelerated” progress in the fight. Almost 8,000 square miles have
been gained from ISIS under Trump.
U.S. lawmakers criticized the apparent lack of a
post-conflict solution from the administration, but McGurk highlighted that the United States will not fully-aid
reconstruction or nation-building. Trump’s focus is on
removing mines, clearing rubble, and ensuring that ba
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sic infrastructure, such as electricity, water, and sewages
is available for displaced residents to return.
Amnesty International accused U.S. and Iraqi forces of
using disproportionately powerful weapons in the battle.
Iraqi and U.S. forces carried out attacks in West Mosul
using weapons such as IRAMs (Improvised Rocket Assisted Munitions) to wreak havoc in densely populated
areas. Amnesty investigated 45 pro-government attacks
that killed at least 426 civilians. The March 17 U.S. strike
in Mosul killed over 200 civilians.
Pro-government forces would air-drop leaflets into ISIS
controlled areas of Mosul, instructing civilians to stay
away from ISIS or to hang clothing on roofs to mark
civilian homes. But this measure failed to take account
the fact that staying away from ISIS was impossible for
Mosul residents, most of which were held hostage, and
anyone caught with a flyer or hanging clothing would
be executed. Amnesty alleges that houses with children’s
clothing on the roof were still hit by air strikes.
“The strikes targeted the IS snipers. A strike would destroy an entire house of two stories. They’d hit one house
and also destroy the two houses on either side. They
killed a huge number of people,” said Mohamed from
West Mosul in the Amnesty Report.
Due to the rubble and destruction, an accurate death toll
of the conflict is nearly impossible. No organization can
even provide a ballpark estimate. Iraqi soldiers continue
to discover mass graves created by ISIS to dispense of
the dead in record numbers.
At the Hamam al-Alil agricultural college, a killing field
was discovered when soldiers followed a strange smell.
Inside of the agricultural faculty building, they uncovered the remains of 100 beheaded bodies of citizens that

had been killed by ISIS soldiers.

Damascus and Ankara both fear that the U.S. might establish a military base in the Syrian Kurdish northeast
region, and might adopt the Kurds as long-term clients.
While Erdogan and Assad might come to a common understanding of curbing Kurdish influence, the Kurdish
fighters, now aided by the U.S. forces in the battle against
ISIS, see Washington’s support as a lifeline in their own
independence.

The largest grave was found in the Khafsa sinkhole, just
off of the Baghdad-Mosul highway. The sinkhole, once
an unobtrusive and unimportant feature of the Iraqi
desert, is now the final resting place for thousands of the
Islamic State Group’s victims. 4,000 bodies lay inside,
many of them security personnel who had been shot and
dumped into the pit. Others died in vehicles that were
driven over the edge.

McGurk asserts that Raqqa would not be handed to Assad post-liberation. “There’s a Raqqa Civilian Council
that we’re working with in Ayn Issa, about forty kilometers or so north. The council is a group of Syrians from
the area. They’ve already committed to an election in
Raqqa no later than next May. The process is well laid
out,” said McGurk.

"Daesh would drive the victims to Khasfa in convoys of
minibuses, trucks and pickups. The men had their hands
bound and their eyes blindfolded. They were taken to
the sinkhole and shot in the back of the head,” said Mahmoud, a villager from nearby Sananik.
While Mosul is liberated, fighting continues in small
pockets across Iraq. Sleeper cells remain active at the
gates of Baghdad, the Iraqi capital, where soldiers and
security personnel thwart suicide bombers almost daily.
ISIS still controls three small towns: Tal Afar, west of Mosul; Hawija, south of Kirkuk; and Al Qaim, west of Anbar. Most of the complications in retaking these towns is
due to complex political fragmentation between Kurdish authorities, Shiite militias, and Sunni leadership.

While the fight carries on across Iraq and Syria, aid
workers race to assist the women and children coming
out of Mosul. Women captured in the first two years of
ISIS’ invasion escaped with infections, broken limbs,
and mental disarray. After three years of captivity, the
women escaping now display even higher levels of psychological damage.
About 6,470 Yazidis were abducted in the surrounding
territories of Mosul. Three years later, 3,410 are either in
captivity or unaccounted for, according to Iraq’s Bureau
for the Rescue of Abductees.

The polarity between Kurdish leaders, many of which
are leading the Syrian Democratic Forces and fighting alongside the Iraqi troops, and the bureaucracy in
Baghdad also creates complications. Especially because
of the Kurds’ intent to hold a referendum on their own
nation-state independence.

In a survey carried out across Syria, Save the Children
found that nearly half of the aid workers worked with
children who have either developed speech impediments, or lost the ability to speak altogether. The Yazidi
women who were rescued from Mosul have slept for an
entire week, and now cradle in the silence of safe shadows.

In Syria, ISIS only remains in half of its capital, Raqqawhere US-backed leftists Kurds and their Arab allies
have hammered and eroded ISIS’ urban territory.
According to McGurk, the SDF have cleared about 40
percent of the city. McGurk told the New Yorker that,
“The Syrian Democratic Forces, the force we are working with, is incredibly brave. They are going into these
high-rise buildings, room by room, floor by floor, to root
these guys out.”
East of Raqqa, in Deir al-Zour, the Aerospace Forces of
the Russian Federation are supporting Bashar al-Assad’s
Baathist army with air strikes against ISIS positions.
These strikes, however, are paving Raqqa’s eastern and
southern flank for Americans and Kurds to attack. Although Damascus has expressed worry over Syrian
Kurdish expansionism, and intends to reincorporate the
region into a united Syria.
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Oil: Russia’s Foreign
Policy Tool
BY SHAMEL DISHACK

%127

The Russian Federation is an economic powerhouse that heavily affects its European counterparts. Because Russia possesses the largest reserves of natural gas in the world, and is
one of the largest oil exporters, gas and energy are the cornerstone of its economy. It uses
its abundance of both resources to undermine
European solidarity and subjugate its weaker
neighbors: tools of both foreign policy and war.
Russia’s influence grows further as European
countries continue to develop a dependency on
its exports of energy.

the past, the nation’s economic hold in Europe
persists.

The contemporary Russian economy is the outcome of its shift from an authoritarian centralized market to a more liberal and competitive
market. Throughout the past three decades,
this shift allowed the Russian Federation to rise
from the ashes of the USSR and become the
sixth largest economy in the world. By utilizing
its abundance of natural resources efficiently,
Russia gained unprecedented influence over
Europe.

An unprecedented investment in these countries’ economies highlights Russia’s ability to
successfully alter the course of political decisions in these parts of Europe. Foreign Policy
emphasizes Russia’s use of other soft power resources such as a robust media presence, cultural and religious foundations, and academic exchange programs, in addition to its unwavering
support for illiberal political parties in Europe.

Foreign Policy reports that Central and Eastern
Europe are especially vulnerable to the overwhelming power of Moscow’s economy. On
average, Russia’s economic footprint in Serbia,
Bulgaria, Latvia, Hungary and Slovakia has
ranged from about 11 percent of the economy
(in the cases of Hungary and Slovakia) to an
astounding 22 percent in Bulgaria over the last
decade, according to Foreign Policy.

Russia’s interest in Eastern Europe does not
mean that Western Europe is left untouched.
Apowerhouse such as Germany finds itself in
need of Russian resources; as Europe’s largestt
gas consumer, it imports 40 percent of its gas
from Russia.

The Russian oil market continues to bewilder
the European Union, as they find themselves at
odds with one of their largest supplier of energy. According to Energypost, European dependency on oil imports has risen drastically from
76 percent in 2000 to 88 percent in 2014, with
Russia supplying more than 30 percent of the
oil that is brought in.
Moscow uses this economic soft power to deliver blows to the credibility and moral authority of the E.U., specifically to nations such as
Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia.. Energypost
reports that the Visegrad countries of Poland,
Slovakia, Hungary, and the Czech Republic are
especially vulnerable to the risk of Russian supply disruption, as they obtain a majority of their
oil from Russia.

Currently, Chancellor Angela Merkel wants to
construct a 10 billion dollar pipeline to the gas
enriched region of Siberia, a project spearheaded by Russian oil giant Gazprom. Gazprom is
Russia’s largest oil and gas company that, while
technically private, is owned by the Russian
government.
However, the European Community aims to
diversify its oil imports in an effort to reduce
the influence of what seems to be a threat to the
Union. The European Council of Foreign Relations reports that the Energy Union adopted
strategies that aim to create an energy policy
less attached to Russian markets and more towards other “reliable” clients.
Russia’s tendency to manipulate the flow of gas
and resources in order to accomplish its goals

With economic indicators showing the steady
growth of the Russian economy, European
countries and the United States continue their
attempts to stagnate the regional power’s grip.
Although the Russian economy was heavily influenced by sanctions and falling gas prices in
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and agendas is a deciding factor in the E.U.’s actions. The New York Times reports that since
2016, the European Commission began vetting
oil contracts with nations outside of the Union
in order to eliminate the vulnerabilities caused
by its dependency. The E.U.’s largest concern is
falling victim to a supply disruption.
Moscow’s leadership has, through Gazprom,
cut off supplies to Ukraine in 2006, the winter of
2008-2009, and most recently 2014. As Ukraine
remains in flux between closer ties to the E.U.
and Russia, the latter continues to use oil for coercive means.
In April 2014, Russia
accused Ukraine of
failing to pay its debts,
and raised oil prices
by 80 percent from
$268.5 per 1,000 cubic meters to $485 per
1000 cubic meters, reports the BBC. Later
that year in September, Russia dropped
oil supplies to Poland,
Slovakia and Germany. This act was seen
as a warning signal not to extend E.U. sanctions
on Russia, and also not to sell on to Ukraine
some of the gas it was receiving from Russia.
The E.U. is not alone in combating Russian aggression as the United States continues its efforts to tip the scales in favor of its European
allies. President Trump urged Europe to consider dumping Russian gas in favor of U.S. gas,
now that American natural gas appears to be
in the midst of a “fracking revolution,” reports
Balkan Insight. Radio Free Europe states that as
the United States’ policies clearly show a desire
to take advantage of its plethora of natural gas.
Reuters reports that the U.S. wants to use its
abundance of natural gas as a political tool to
reduce Eastern Europe’s dependency on Russian gas. The U.S.’ desire to export to Europe,
coupled with its extensive sanctions on Russian
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business and individuals, further raises tensions
between the two.
Despite Moscow’s highly effective economic weapon, Russia’s economy both profits and
suffers from its dependancy on oil. While the
abundance of oil, gas, and energy enabled it to
climb out of its post-Soviet struggles, the nation
continuously falls victim to the constant fluctuations of the oil market. In other words, if the
price of a barrel goes up, the economy benefits,
but when the price drops, the economy suffers.
This vulnerability could be seen during the
2014 oil crisis. In
December 2014, a
40 percent drop in
barrel prices (from
$114 to less than
$70) caused Russia’s Ruble to fall
to record-breaking
values, reports the
Economist. It is in
moments like these
that sanctions from
Courtesy of Oil and Gas People the outside have
their most lasting
effect, as during this
time the U.S. and E.U. imposed sanctions as a
response to Russia’s invasion of Crimea.
Europe’s reliance on oil and gas is used as a leash
by Russia to promote its political ends. Should
Russia continue exploiting this weakness, European solidarity may be at risk, as the E.U. finds
itself both feeding off, and facing off, with Russia.
With Russia's ambitions to expand towards nations like Georgia, Bulgaria, Ukraine and even
Syria, it will continue to find ways to counter
Europe’s search for alternative clients. With
countries such as Qatar and Turkmenistan
constantly being mentioned as possible clients,
Europe will nevertheless need a cohesive policy if it desires to quench its thirst for resources
- without supporting Russia’s economic arsenal. •

Europe’s “Selfish East” and
“Compassionate West” Clash
Over Immigration
BY MADISON FESER

Courtesy of Fotosmovimientos

Since the Arab Spring revolts of the early
2010’s, thousands of Middle Eastern and
North African refugees have sought sanctuary in Europe. What began as a series of
peaceful demonstrations quickly devolved
into violent protests, coups, and civil wars
that led to an outpouring of refugees from
the area.
Until 2015, the influx of migrants to European Countries was manageable. Now, with
refugees arriving en masse from Syria, Afghanistan, and Iraq, Europe struggles to adjust to what is being called a Migrant Crisis.

Union, created a resettlement plan. When
announced in 2015, the plan sought to relocate 120,000 refugees from Hungary, Italy,
and Greece to other EU nations within two
years, according to BBC News. Since then,
the number of planned migrants has risen
to 160,000.
Due to uncooperative member states and
ineffective methods of implementation, less
than 10 percent of the 160,000 asylum seekers were relocated as of 2017. So far, only
Malta and Finland have accepted their target number of refugees, CNN reports.

The International Organiza- "Insufficent resourc- EU Commissioner of Migration for Migration reports
tion, Dimitris Avramopoulos,
that since the start of 2017, es and limited space warns that EU member states
70,565 migrants have arwho fail to participate in the
lead to chaotic
rived to Europe, with a total
relocation agreement will face
of 387,739 arriving in 2016.
heavy fines. According to the
relocation and
Due to their proximity to the
Independent, the EU recently
asylum processes" suggested that nations will be
crisis’ epicenter, Greece, Italy, and Hungary house a mafined 250,000 Euros for every
jority of new migrants before
refugee they turn away. The
they travel towards Germany. Insufficient
revenue from these fines is intended to give
resources and limited space in these enGreece and Italy financial support to comtrance countries often leads to chaotic repensate for their large intake of refugees.
location and asylum processes, along with
overcrowded refugee camps. These difficult
Avramopoulos, while at a press conference
conditions have made some countries rein Belgium, said that, “there are no more
luctant to accept any migrants.
excuses for the member states not to deliver. It is possible and feasible to relocate all
Hungary, for example, responded to the
those who are eligible” and that the success
Migrant Crisis by closing its border with
of relocation depends on the political will
Croatia in 2015, and diverting incoming
of EU states, according to CNN.
people to Slovenia where they were transferred across the Austrian border. HungaMost of the EU states failing to meet resetry’s decision to close its Croatian border
tlement quota are Eastern European coun“underlines Europe’s collective failure to
tries. Sputnik news reports that at least half
draw up a coherent strategy to deal with the
of the population in nine Eastern European
huge movement of humanity”, says the The
nations advocates barring all Syrian refuNew York Times.
gees. In response to this divide, media outlets frame Europe as being split between
To alleviate the rising tensions between Euthe “compassionate West” and the “selfish
ropean countries over the disproportionate
East,” reports the Guardian.
intake of refugees, the European Commission, the executive branch of the European
Despite the problems their resistance caus-
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es for refugees, Eastern European nations
are not refusing admittance out of spite.
Rather, their hesitations are born from the
Ukrainian refugee crisis, their personal history of ethnic identity, and their own fragile economies.
Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014
sparked an outbreak of violence, forcing as
many as 2,000,000 Ukrainians from their
homeland, reports the Center for European Studies. Poland, Italy, and the Czech
Republic accepted most of the Ukrainian
refugees, with Poland having a Ukrainian
refugee population of over 400,000 people,
according to the New York Times.
Ewa Piechota, an official in Poland’s Office of Foreigners, told Aljazeera that “the
[Polish] government’s resources have been
stretched to the limit since the crisis in the
Ukraine began”. This partly explains why
Poland accepted less Syrian asylum seekers
per-capita than any other European nation,
and holds firm that it “will not be accepting
a single refugee” says the Independent.
In addition to thinning resources, growing Xenophobia in Poland greatly contributes to the limited number of refugees that
are accepted. Despite a history of violence

between Ukraine and Poland, Ukrainians
were able to assimilate relatively easily into
Polish society with little discrimination or
backlash. However, as the number of Ukrainians entering the country increases, so
does a fear of “foreigner takeover” of jobs
and opportunities.
Jaroslaw Kaczynski, head of Poland’s Law
and Justice Party, uses similar anti-foreigner rhetoric to support Poland’s actions.
Kaczynski claims that Syrian refugees cannot be accepted into Poland due to the “various parasites and protozoa” that may bring
dysentery or cholera into the country, the
Independent writes.
Poland’s drained resources and growing xenophobic sentiments contribute to its refusal to participate in the EU’s relocation plans
or pay related fines. For many other Eastern
European nations, however, the hesitation
with accepting refugees stems from ideas of
ethnic nationalism.
After the breakup of the Soviet Union, Eastern European states found their borders being redrawn constantly, often coupled with
frequent regime changes. Such an unsteady
political environment, combined with the
split of ethnic groups between countries,
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Men wore face masks during the SARS outbreak in China. Courtesy of WHOEVER.
Courtesy of Reuters

created a tradition in Eastern Europe of
defining oneself by ethnic identity—not by
country.
This idea of nationalism based on homogenous ethnic groups was reinforced by the
continued failure of multi-ethnic states;
such as Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia.
After the fall of their communist dictators,
these two nations disintegrated violently,
and the countries created from their splintering continue to experience severe ethnic
conflict.
By refusing to meet EU relocation quotas, European nations not only face heavy
fines, but also legal action. In early June
2017, the European Commission opened a
case against Hungary, the Czech Republic,
and Poland for their refusal to participate
in relocation. According to the New York
Times, this is the first time legal action has
been exercised over an EU member nation
regarding the Migrant Crisis.
During the first post-Soviet decade, birthrates in Eastern European nations sharply
declined, which left a massive gap in its
workforce. The Peterson Institute for International Economics estimates that between
1990 and 2015, the workforce shrank by 10
million people and it predicts a further decline over the next 25 years. Eastern European nations argue their deteriorated labor

force and failing economies can barely support native populations, let alone incoming
refugees who will require additional resources for assimilation and integration.
Unlike like France, Germany, and the UK,
Eastern European nations have little experience in dealing with refugees from non-European cultures. As a result, they are not
only skeptical of outsiders, but also lack the
required infrastructure to assimilate and
support the mostly Syrian migrants that the
EU plans on relocating, reports The Guardian.
While some Western European nations
have had the time and resources to adjust
their healthcare, language, and education
systems, Eastern European nations have not
been able to and are at a disadvantage. This
infrastructure inequality continues to hinder the progress of a singular, multi-partisan approach to immigration on behalf of
the EU.
In order to properly provide and support
refugees entering the EU, all nations must
decide on, and comply with, a relocation
plan. However, the media-created divide of
a “selfish East” and “compassionate West”
ignores the historical context in which this
issue exists. Oversimplifying the issue into
a black and white view of policy further divides nations that need cooperation. •

No Freedom in Death—The Killing Epidemic of Mexican Journalists
BY SAMANTHA STEVENSON
Journalism as a profession is rarely considered
among the most dangerous. In democratic nations that uphold some freedom of speech, worry over the safety of those doing the talking is
often superfluous. But in Mexico, being a journalist may mean a death sentence. The Committee to Protect Journalists listed Mexico as the
most dangerous country for journalists, ahead
of countries like Syria and Afghanistan.
At least 104 journalists have been murdered in
Mexican territory since 2000, according to The
New York Times, while 25 others have disappeared or been presumed dead. Last year, 11
Mexican journalists were killed, the country’s
highest tally this century. If the current trend
continues, 2017 will produce the highest journalism-related death rate in Mexico’s history.
Salvador Adame, director of the local television
station 6TV, became the seventh and most recent journalist to be murdered in Mexico this
year. According to The Guardian, Adame was
abducted on May 18 in the city of Nueva Italia,
about 250 miles west of Mexico City. His burnt
remains were confirmed through DNA testing
on June 14.
Javier Valdez, who was murdered in May while
reporting on drug trafficking, knew the dangers
of being a journalist in Mexico all too well. He
likened the profession to “being put on a blacklist”, The Atlantic reports.
“Even though you may have bulletproofing
and bodyguards, [the gangs] will decide what
day they are going to kill you,” said Valdez at a
book launch. Less than a year after making that
statement, Valdez’s car was gunned down on a
busy street by unidentified attackers, says The
Atlantic.
The reasons for the killings are often varied,
says the The New York Times. Some killings

are carried out by cartels who are annoyed with
excessive coverage or by corrupt politicians attempting to silence critics. This year especially, the majority of journalists killed have ties to
covering the cartels.
As Valdez said, the cartels are dangerous territory for any journalist to report. Time reports
that cartels often bribe and threaten journalists
to not write stories, or to write a version that
the cartel wants told. If threats and bribes do
not work, the cartels resort to murder and kidnapping.
Edith L., a Mexican-American student, told
The Diplomatic Envoy just how dangerous and
powerful the cartels are. “Right now it’s the drug
lords that are in charge of Mexico, and they’re in
all levels of the country. Whenever a journalist
speaks out against the drug lords or the corruption in the government—which is being paid by
the drug lords—they are murdered.”
Edith went on to say, “If you’re a problem in
Mexico, the drug lords get rid of you, and it’s
stifling the country. It’s frustrating, demoralizing, and terrifying to see my homeland being
destroyed like this from the inside out.”
According to The Guardian, most murders of
journalists go unsolved and unpunished due to
state and local governments making advertising
conditional on positive press coverage. As a result, they often demonstrate a lack of interest in
investigating crimes committed against media
workers.
On top of continued ambivalence towards
crimes directed at journalists, the BBC reports
that the Mexican government may be spying
on journalists, lawyers, and activists fighting
gang-related corruption.
The BBC reports that several prominent jour-
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nalists and activists accused the government
of spying on them by hacking their phones,
using a spyware meant to be used against
criminals and terrorists. According to The
New York Times, the software, Pegasus, can
infiltrate smartphones and monitor calls,
texts, and other forms of communication. It
can also activate a phone’s camera or microphone.
The New York Times reports that acquiring
the judicial approval to hack these phones
would be too difficult to obtain. Instead, it
is most likely a result of illegal surveillance,
a standard practice. This activity, combined
with the constant life threats that Mexican
journalists are under, can make it demoralizing to work in the country.
“This is why someone like Jorge Ramos is
a hot shot reporter here in the U.S.,” said
Edith L., “but he doesn’t stay in Mexico. He
also doesn’t really talk about the drug lords,
and doesn’t do reports on them. He’ll talk
about the corruption of Mexican politicians,
but in the safety of the U.S., which is also
frustrating that people like him have to find
protection in a country like the U.S. rather
than be able to live and thrive in Mexico.”
Between a lack of activism from outside nations, and their own government not solving the many cases before them, Mexicans
are feeling frustrated and afraid.

corruption, but without the violence the
Mexican people can do something about it.”
However, such an act may do more harm
than good. Dr. Benjamin Goldfrank, Associate Professor and Department Chair of the
School of Diplomacy, believes that decriminalization or legalization alone “would not
be an effective way to take power away from
the cartels.” He proposes that a more beneficial solution may be to reduce prison overcrowding and harm to drug addicts and recreational drug users, most of whom “need
treatment not jail.”
He also made a point that “the Mexican government's strategy of going after the heads of
drug cartels, like El Chapo, has not worked
either. Mexico's murder rate this year is
higher than in recent years and the cartels
continue to battle one another for control of
territory and drug routes... what has been
tried in the past fifteen years or longer has
not worked to reduce violence, to reduce
drug consumption, or to reduce the power
of the cartels.”
The main problem boils down to a lack of
trust in the government, and its complacency in allowing the cartels to continue their
violence against any outspoken
individuals. Without the government’s help
in keeping reporters safe from violence,
journalists are not truly free.

“We have lived in this hell for some time
now,” Octavio Bravo told The New York
Times. A fellow journalist, Bravo operated
in Veracruz last year, one of the most dangerous places to be a reporter in the world.
“You can’t imagine the frustration, the impotence we are feeling.”
Edith L. suggested legalizing or decriminalizing drugs as a solution to this issue. “If
we legalized drugs, the drug lords’ economy
would collapse and they would be unnecessary. Without them, the violence would end.
I’m sure there would still be government
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No Sanctuary; The Syrian Refugee Crisis and What It
Means For Turkey
BY GABRIELLE GOLDWORM
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After years of worsening conflict in the Syrian
Civil War, Turkey now holds the largest population of displaced Syrians in the world. United Nations estimates put the number of refugees around
1.7 million in March of 2015, but the unregistered
population is suspected to be much higher, according to the Migration Policy Institute.

concrete wall along its 900km border with Syria,
which, according to a report by the Washington
Post, is due to be finished in late spring 2018. Additional border-tightening measures were implemented over the past three years, including the
closing of all but two of Turkey’s official crossing
points along the Turkish-Syrian border in 2016,
and a massive scale-back of refugee registration in
the country’s southern region.

At the end of 2016, the estimate rose to over 2.8
million registered Syrian refugees, and tensions
have since risen further among airstrikes and increasingly hostile attitudes towards the refugee
population in Turkey. Turkish refugee camps were
originally designed to house a mere 200,000 people. However, the refugees quickly surpassed the
intended capacity, further heightening tensions.

Turkey has also been accused by Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch of deporting
refugees back to Syria. Turkish forces have, on
multiple occasions, been reported using violent
tactics to prevent refugees from entering the country. This marks a continuation of an increasingly
common and disheartening trend of countries
across Europe and the Middle East: tightening
and even sealing their borders against the influx
of displaced persons.

Early during the crisis in 2011, the Turkish government and general population were welcoming
to the comparatively small number of refugees
they received at the time. With neighboring countries such as Jordan and Lebanon straining under
the sheer number of refugees flooding from Syria,
Turkey became a much-needed sanctuary for refugees that were swiftly running out of welcoming
harbors.

Whether this is due to anti-refugee rhetoric, lack
of economic capacity to accept refugees, or a desire for greater national security is difficult to pinpoint.
In March of 2016, Turkey and the European
Union implemented a “One In, One Out” strate-

However, in 2014 Turkey commenced building a
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gy, referred commonly as just the “E.U.-Turkey
Deal.” This plan was an attempt to funnel refugees out of the Greek Islands, to Turkey, and
then theoretically on to Europe.
At the time of its conception, the idea represented something of a eureka moment for
countries too long faced with a seemingly unsolvable refugee crisis, but the logistics behind
implementing it soon created as many problems as it was supposed to solve. By February
of 2017, only 3,565 refugees of the 2.8 million
had been transferred out of Turkey to the E.U.,
according to a report by Amnesty International.
BBC reports that many European countries,
such as Hungary and Poland, remain steadfast
in their decision not to accept any refugees,
making the voluntary aspect of the strategy
a liability to its success. The situation on the
Greek Islands meanwhile, has been characterized by human rights groups, as “hellish” for
those waiting for their cases to be processed,
with some refugees voluntarily returning to
Turkey to escape the Islands, says Amnesty International.
E.U. member states attempts to secure their
borders may have inadvertently crippled the
deal before it was even implemented. Nothing
definitive has come from either side and, although Turkish officials have expressed great
displeasure with the deal, pulling out would
mean the end of billions of euros in financial
aid, says Foreign Policy, something economists
theorize Turkey cannot currently afford to lose.
Essentially, it may not be a perfect plan, but it
remains the best plan anyone has devised as of
yet.
Perhaps the refugee situation inside Turkey
would be easier to handle if it was the only
current concern, but the Syrian conflict that
caused it creates constant threats, both directly
and indirectly.
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In April, Turkey’s military began a series of airstrikes in Iraq and Syria, aimed at targeting the
Kurdish Workers Party, PKK, a group deemed
terrorists by the Turkish government, the U.S.,
and the E.U. CNN reported that Turkish armed
forces claimed to have “neutralized 70 PKK
fighters” in northeastern Syria and northern
Iraq, but two other American-assisted Kurdish
groups have claimed that 20 of their fighters
were killed in the strikes.
Iraqi cabinet officials later released statements
warning Turkey’s military against “repeating
this unjustified transgression”, and although
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan later clarified that the strikes were “absolutely
not an operation against Peshmerga,” he reaffirmed Turkey’s commitment to rooting out
the PKK and other militant groups in the area,
according to CNN.
President Erdogan affirmed that both the U.S.
and Russia were informed of the attacks, but
the U.S. State Department said it was “deeply
concerned” by the strikes, and claimed they
were in no way approved by the U.S. led coalition in Iraq and Syria, Al Jazeera reports.
Despite any controversy the attacks may have
stirred up, it remains highly unlikely any real
punitive action will be taken if they continue.
As the situation with airstrikes, refugees, and
the security of the region overall are inexorably intertwined, it is difficult to solve one without aggravating the others.
The Syrian civil war has now gone on for over
six years, with hundreds of thousands of lives
lost and much of Syria’s infrastructure damaged or destroyed. However, a great many Syrians have not given up hope of returning home
at the war’s conclusion.
In face-to-face interviews conducted by Foreign Affairs of 1,120 Syrian refugees, over 90%
of respondents were very open to the idea of
someday returning to Syria, with only 6% saying they would prefer to live in Europe. When

asked for their second choice, 85% responded
that they would like to remain in Turkey, and 9%
said they would prefer Europe. These findings
imply those who have not already left Turkey do
not have an overwhelming desire to do so, and,
should they find themselves unable to return
home, are content to stay indefinitely.
Dr. Borislava Manjlovic, the Director of Research
Projects for Seton Hall University’s School of Diplomacy and International Relations. While she
does not claim to be an expert on the region or
the current crisis, she provided valuable insight
into a few key aspects of post conflict resolution
Turkey and the refugees it houses will likely have
to consider in the coming years.
“It’s important to mention that Turkey is a big
country with a lot of resources, but on the other
hand we have countries such as Lebanon, which
has more than a million refugees.” Dr. Manjlovic
stated. “It’s a very small country, but this million
makes up more than a quarter of its population.”
It is true that Turkey is better equipped to handle a massive influx of refugees that many of its
neighbors.
According to Amnesty International, there are
other countries taking on the refugee influx. Lebanon houses over one million refugees, resulting in 1 out of every 5 citizens holding refugee
status, and Jordan houses over 600,000 refugees,
accounting for 10 percent of its population. However, in order for Turkey to help its refugee population, funding is key, and as of 2016 sources
likely the UN’s appeal for humanitarian aid for
Syrian refugees was only 56 percent funded.
Dr. Manjlovic stressed the importance of funding in Turkey’s post conflict plan for the refugees,
stating “Funding is key, but so is willingness.
With the rise of far right sentiment in Europe, acceptance of refugees has slacked recently, but financial aid from many EU nations has increased
and that could mean good things for Turkey.” She
went on to stress the importance of benefits for
the refugees, “Turkey is thinking of long term
options; in the long term, children need to go to
school. If they go years without school, they will
be marginalized. This is one reason why some

refugees want to go to the west, there they could
have jobs and their children could go to school.”
Dr. Manjlovic also mentioned a possibility for
future obstacles further down the line. Religious
and cultural tensions are often exacerbated by
conflict, and with Turkey already housing a heavy
Sunni majority, at about 75 percent of its population, an influx of primarily Sunni Syrian refugees
“might reinforce the idea of this ‘monolithic Sunni state’ that is Turkey. Turkish minorities may
feel unsafe.”
It is important to note that, there is already existing anti-refugee sentiment in Turkey. However,
the willingness Dr. Manjlovic spoke of does exist,
and there is more help for refugees than we often
hear of.
Dr. Manjlovic stated, “Many NGO’s keep Syrians
from turning to criminal networks to cross borPresident
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force, and
refugees want to work and build lives, whether or
not they return to Syria.”
A great many things remain unclear for Syria’s
displaced population, and a great many more
things remain unclear for Turkey. When considered alongside issues such as airstrikes, difficult deals with allies, and bombings believed to
be remnants of the failed July 2016 coup, dealing with the refugee crisis may seem daunting to
many in Turkey’s government.
With no sign of an end to the Syrian civil war in
sight, such measures may make all the difference
to the future of Turkey, and the lives of the stateless people it currently houses.
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