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Purpose

The IMS Global Learning Consortium (www.imsglobal.org) offers an interoperability specification called Learning Tools Interoperability (LTI).  This specification facilitates the integration of Learning Management Systems (LMS) such as Blackboard (referred to as the Tool Consumer) and tools such as booknow+ (referred to as the Tool Consumer).

Follett Higher Education Group has developed an LTI v1.0 Tool Provider and Blackboard Release 9.1 and higher is compliant with this specification in the role of a Tool Consumer.  
Advantages of an External Link in the LMS
By adding an external link in the LMS both Instructors and Students can utilize this link to access booknow+. 
The LTI link offers the benefits of a Single Sign On (SSO) by:

·  Reducing password fatigue

·  Reducing time spent re-entering the same passwords for the same identify

· Reducing IT costs for password resets

SSO shares centralized authentication servers that all other applications and systems use for authentication purposes and combines this with techniques to ensure that users do not have to actively enter their credentials more than once.

Benefits of Basic LTI
The basic use case behind the development of the LTI specification is to allow seamless connection of web-based, externally hosted application and content, or Tools to platforms that present them to users. 
· Seamlessly integrate learning applications used by Instructors into their courses. 
· Instructors using external applications can specify URLs in their courses as links to External or Learning Tools.
· Learning Tool links can be customized by Instructors or Administrators to include personalized information and make the connection process easier for users.

· Instructors can manage their Learning Tool links individually by including Provider-specified XML code when creating a URL in their course. 

· IMS standard that allows web based learning tools to be easily integrated in LMS as native ones. 

· Easy to setup.

· Secure with the utilization of key & secret credentials.

Basic Launch 
An administrator authors an LTI link and sets the key & password for that link. 

· Tool provider is contacted to obtain access to a provider tool or content.

· Tool provider provides an LTI launch URL for the tool or content.
· A key is used to access the tool or content.

· A secret is associated with the key.

· The LTI specification does not prescribe any mechanism for this exchange. 

Accessing the External Link

The External Link to booknow+ should be placed for easy access to the instructors or students. Once it has been configured it will appear as the following external link. Please select the link that is correct for your LMS specifications. 
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· Dashboard

· Course page

Advantages of booknow+ 
booknow+ is a suite of technology solutions that transforms the course materials discovery and adoption process for faculty, and helps students obtain, organize and instantly access their required or recommended course materials. By integrating with existing workflows and technology booknow+ makes it easy for:

·  Instructors to discover and adopt new and engaging course materials.

· Supports student success by enhancing access to digital course materials.

· Students will spend less time searching for their course materials and more time using them. 

Technical Support provided by Follett

Every campus is unique, so we have developed this program such that there are different ways to implement booknow+ depending upon what will work best for your campus/campus systems. The key items needed for a successful LTI integration with Blackboard are as follows:  
 
· Launch URL
· Key
· Secret
 For information on setting up an LTI link and integration with Blackboard access link below!
http://developers.imsglobal.org/tutorials.html
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