
This Simulation Experience was included as part of    
PROJECT WRITE TO LEARN (PWTL):
• OSEP funded interprofessional training project 
• Occupational therapy (OT) and speech language pathology 

(SLP) graduate students at Seton Hall University (SHU). 
• Program goal is to educate OT/SLP students to work 

collaboratively to understand each profession’s roles in the 
evaluation, planning, and treatment of children with 
Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) to improve writing skills

• Focal to the project is interprofessional cooperation, 
allowing for integration of skills and knowledge from 
different fields.

• OT/SLP students completed 4 modules that included 
didactic learning, experiential learning and coordinated 
clinical experiences  

• In the 5th module OT/SLP students worked in 
interprofessional dyads to design and implement a virtual 
or face to face intervention plan for one or more students 
with SLD.
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Background

 

Interprofessional Simulation (SIM) Experience

Program Text:

Martin, N.R.M. (2005). A Guide to Collaboration for IEP Teams. Baltimore, MD: Brooks Publishing

Goal of Simulation is to provide an experiential opportunity for 
students to apply knowledge and skills learned  to collaborate 
with an SLP/OT partner in simulated IEP experience for 
student with  SLD who has difficulties writing.

Student preparation prior to SIM included participation in 
didactic lectures/ discussion, readings from the text and 
discussion of a video of an IEP meeting. Dyads reviewed the 
case, analyzed a writing sample and establish a plan of care.

Impact of SIM
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SIM Design

Communicate……
1. the benefits of a 

collaborative 
classroom-based 

writing intervention

2. utilizing strategies 
to diffuse the 

intensity of emotion 
within an IEP 

meeting

Objectives 
Part 2

Communicate....
1. roles/ 

responsibilities of 
OT or SLP as they 

relate to the student 
outcomes

2. student 
observations  

including academic 
strengths and 

weaknesses

3. recommendations 
for SLP/OT 

services.

Objectives
Part 1

Virtual encounter 
with standardized 

participants

Dyad of Program 
Scholars 

(OT/SLP)

2 Part SIM:
Part 1: is cordial 
and information 

shared

Part 2: included 
more challenging, 

emotionally 
charged 

questions 

SIM Design

Standardized 
Participants (SP)
Parent/caregiver

General 
Education 

Teacher

School 
Psychologist

Students
OT

SLP 

IEP Team Members 

Initial IEP 
meeting

Team have 
completed their 
evaluations and 

results have been 
shared

Meeting to 
discuss results 

and to determine 
service 

delivery/goals

Scenario:
.

2nd Grade 
Student

Classifying 
category of SLD 

They present with 
challenges with 

writing 

Case:
 

Part 1 of SIM 
Encounter
15 Minutes

'Fire Drill“
Faculty Feedback 

Part 2 of SIM 
Encounter 
20 Minutes

De-brief Written Feedback 
from SP and Faculty

All OT and SLP students (n.8) completed  pre and post 
Simulation experience confidence survey. Overall 
results reflected improved confidence.
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