
Project Write to Learn (PWTL) is a program designed 
to facilitate interprofessional learning between graduate 
students in speech language pathology (SLP) and 
occupational therapy (OT) at Seton Hall University (SHU). 
Program Scholars completed five hands-on modules to 
learn about each profession’s roles in the evaluation, 
planning, and treatment of children with Specific Learning 
Disabilities (SLD). Focal to the project is interprofessional 
cooperation, allowing for integration of skills and 
knowledge from different fields. The first four modules 
consisted of SLP and OT students working to understand 
the inner workings of special education in schools. During 
the fifth module, students worked in interprofessional
dyads, consisting of one student from each discipline, to 
design and implement an intervention plan that addressed 
the visual, motor, language, and cognitive needs of writing 
for one or more students with SLD.

Unit 5: Implementing Intensive Intervention for 
Children with Writing Needs: Program scholars worked 
in their SLP-OT dyads to develop and conduct a four-
week intensive intervention for a student with SLD who 
has writing needs. To do so, program scholars 
implemented a pre- and post- assessment plan and a 
four part intervention plan. Interventions focused on 
motor, language, visual, and cognitive deficits and areas 
of instruction for the student(s) involved. Progress 
monitoring data allowed for interprofessional
collaboration throughout the intervention.

Project Write to Learn: Strategies for Improving Writing in
Children with Specific Learning Disabilities

Julia Lanuez, Caitlin Campbell, Leslie Anne Dessources, Linette Perez, Kelly Eckert, Tierney Hughes, Leah Ogrodnik, Anjali Patel,
Vikram Dayalu, Karen Hoover, Anthony Koutsoftas, Ruth Segal

Seton Hall University, NJ

Program Description Outcome Data

Purpose
The purpose of this presentation is for program scholars 
and faculty to share their experiences as the first cohort to 
participate in this program. As a result of PWTL, program 
scholars (and faculty) have achieved the following learning 
outcomes:
1) Explain the importance of targeting writing in children with dyslexia, 

dysgraphia, and other language‐based learning disabilities
2) Describe one strategy for improving writing in children receiving

services under the IDEA qualifying category of SLD.
3) List one SLP and one OT target that can be included in writing 

interventions for children with SLD.

Program Evaluation
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Project Write to Learn promoted interprofessional
relationships and collaboration that ultimately yielded 
positive results for the 8 program scholars who 
participated in the first year of the project.

Future directions for PWTL include: Expand to more 
schools; Focus on working within inclusion classrooms 
that house children with SLD; Increase time for Unit 5; 
Improve progress monitoring data procedures for 
children who participate in Unit 5 interventions.
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Unit 1: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) and the Individualized Education Plan (IEP)
Outcome: Scholars worked in SLP-OT dyads to 
identify key parts of an (IEP). Plans were 
deconstructed to identify different sections of the IEP 
including writing goals. Plans were then re-written to 
better reflect a more holistic view of student goals and 
outcomes that incorporate skills targeted by both 
disciplines.

Unit 2: Writing Process Framework and the 
Common Core State Standards Outcome: Program 
Scholars worked in their SLP/OT dyads to create a list 
of skills needed for writing success and aligned with 
the CCSS. for students in grades 1 through 4. Under 
each standard is a list of requisite motor, visual, 
language, and cognitive skills needed to achieve the 
writing standard.

Unit 3: Specific Learning Disability (SLD) and 
Written Expression Outcome: Program scholars 
reviewed current research pertaining to writing 
assessment or intervention for children that would be 
classified as SLD. A list of best-practice assessments 
and interventions was created through the 
collaborative efforts of all student members of the 
project. Domains included: language, motor, visual, 
and cognitive as they relate to writing in children with 
SLD.

Unit 4: Intensive Intervention Service Delivery
Outcome: Program scholars engaged in a multi-
disciplinary discussion following completion of selected 
online training modules from the National Center for 
Intensive Interventions. The round-table discussion 
fostered deeper understanding of the commonalities 
across each discipline and intervention approaches 
used in each profession. 


