Pirate’s Pitch 

Information Resources for Proposals

My personal pitch

As librarian to the Stillman School, I offer my personal information assistance to students who enter the Pirates Pitch 2014 competition.  Contact me by email, phone, or stop by to see me or make a research appointment and ask for me.
Richard Stern

Business Librarian

Walsh Library

richard.stern@shu.edu
973.275.2046

Here is a brief guide to assist you in the Pirates Pitch application and presentation.  
Business plans and the LeanLaunchPad and “business model canvas”

www.bplans.com  contains over 500 free sample business plans that cover niche industries such as Dating Matchmaking Services.  Click on “sample plans” on the blue bar.
“The very hot topic today in entrepreneurial education is that the business plan is no longer the thing (debatable) and the best way to learn how to start a business and write some sort of roadmap is to use the LeanLaunchPad approach, according to Susan Scherreik, Founding Director of the Center for Entrepreneurial Studies, Stillman School of Business.

The Lean startup: How today's entrepreneurs use continuous innovation to create radically successful businesses.  Walsh Library has a circulating copy on the 4th floor, call # HD62.5 .R545 2011.
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The lean entrepreneur: how visionaries create products, innovate… by Brant Cooper is an ebook to be access from the library read on a computer and on some ebook readers.  

Associated with the LeanLaunchPad is the Business Canvas, the quick creation of a prototype followed by targeted customer feedback in a continuous process of refinement and customer feedback.   Prof. Scherreik says the business canvas is not a business plan.  “The idea is this: the world is moving too fast for a budding entrepreneur to sit alone in a room for a few months writing the perfect business plan. Rather, the entrepreneur must get a few ideas on paper or make a prototype and go directly to the target customers and get feedback. Good, bad or ugly, the entrepreneur then refines the idea some, and goes back to interview target customers. Interviewing skills and early market research are a key part of the process.”  See videos from Founders School (Kauffman Foundation) on the Business Canvas.
SBA, the U.S. Small Business Administration is perhaps the most important source of information for starting and running a small business.  It offers business plans, mentoring, workshops, loans and more.  The closest SBA office is located near Seton Hall Law School in Newark, and there is an office in Manhattan, a 15-minute walk from the World Trade Center PATH station.
Start-up videos, blogs, video, and podcasts
Techstars:

A leading startup incubator. Lots of advice for startups seeking to join an incubator program

This Week in Startups (TWIST)
A weekly series of videos and podcasts featuring stories from the world of web technology.  

TechLaunch
NJ’s premier Technology Accelerator offering 16-week Launchpad, mentoring, financial support, and more to 10-12 selected startups.
University startup competition sites

Boston College
Trade shows

Nearby New York City hosts many trade shows which are great source of industry-specific information.  Upcoming shows.


Ebooks
The lean entrepreneur: how visionaries create products, innovate… by Brant Cooper is an ebook to be access from the library read on a computer and on some ebook readers.  
All of the following are ebooks that are part of the University Library’s collections.
Go do! for people who have always wanted to start a business
Startup life: surviving and thriving in a relationship with an entrepreneur
Start-up guide for the technopreneur: financial planning, decision making… 

Creating entrepreneurial supply chains: a guide for innovation and growth
The reluctant entrepreneur: turning dreams into profits
Good idea. Now what? How to move ideas to execution
Saving/printing from ebooks:  Many of the library’s ebooks are from a company called ebrary. You can print up to 10% of these ebooks, and some publishers will let you download an entire book for one or two weeks.
Many ebrary ebooks are laptop friendly. You can also use the ebrary Reader or Bluefire Reader for Apple/Android, Adobe Digital Editions for Nook/Sony Readers, or PDF Viewer in Kindle.
