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Open Educational Resources (OER) reside in the public domain

and are free to use for teaching and learning. Within these

repositories are a variety of multimedia, learning objects,

tutorials etc. that offer quick ways to enhance any topic.

Websites such as National Geographic, Merlot, and Kahn

Academy provide tutorials, multimedia, simulations and even

assignments that can be easily added to any hybrid course,

creating a richer learning experience. Certain OER’s lend

themselves to specific disciplines while others are inclusive to

all disciplines.

During this workshop we will explore several OER’s and how

they can be used to enhance your hybrid course.
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Questions for today…

What is an OER?

Why would I want to use an OER? 

Where can I find one?

How can I use one in my class?
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Open Educational Resources

reside in the public domain and are free to use

for teaching and learning

variety of multimedia, learning objects, tutorials

etc. that offer quick way to enhance any topic
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Websites such as National Geographic, Merlot, and Kahn Academy provide

tutorials, multimedia, simulations and even assignments that can be easily

added to any hybrid course, creating a richer learning experience.



About OER

• Some are discipline specific

• Some require ‘registration’

• Some don’t know their OER

Look for ‘creative commons’ 

Look for publicly displayed content
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Why Use OER?

• Supplement existing material

• Offer alternative point of view

• Remediation

• Topic exploration

Don’t reinvent the wheel!
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In The News…

Quillen, I. (2013, February 5). Tips for 

Sharing Great Open Educational 

Content | MindShift. KQED. blog. 

Retrieved from 

http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/02/tips-

for-sharing-great-open-educational-content/
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http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/02/tips-for-sharing-great-open-educational-content/


In The News…

Fasimpaur, K. (2013, October 14). Open 

Educational Resources: Smart 

Policy. InformationWeek. Retrieved 

November 6, 2013, from 

http://www.informationweek.com/education/l

eadership/open-educational-resources-

smart-policy/240162546
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Open Textbooks

http://openstaxcollege.org/
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http://openstaxcollege.org/


Open Textbooks
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http://cnx.org/content/m45489/latest/?collection=col11487/latest
http://cnx.org/content/m45489/latest/?collection=col11487/latest
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Met

http://www.metmuseum.org/researc

h/metpublications/titles-with-full-

text-online?searchtype=F
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http://www.metmuseum.org/research/metpublications/titles-with-full-text-online?searchtype=F


Met
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smarthistory

http://smarthistory.khanacademy.org/
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http://smarthistory.khanacademy.org/


smarthistory
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http://smarthistory.khanacademy.org/becoming-modern.html
http://smarthistory.khanacademy.org/becoming-modern.html
http://smarthistory.khanacademy.org/france-1848.html
http://smarthistory.khanacademy.org/france-1848.html


OER Commons

http://www.oercommons.org/
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http://www.oercommons.org/


Browse All
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Merlot

http://www.merlot.org
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http://www.merlot.org/


Learning Materials
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Connexions

http://cnx.org
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http://cnx.org/


Content
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Khan Academy

http://www.khanacademy.org/
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http://www.khanacademy.org/


Browse our Library
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“Bank of America and leading online educator, Khan 

Academy, have joined forces to create 

BetterMoneyHabits.com, a different kind of learning 

experience to help improve financial literacy that's 

simple, conversational and self-paced.”

Mass Affluent Americans Pursuing More Aggressive Retirement Goals Instead of Paying Off Debt. (2013, 
October 28). MarketWatch. Retrieved November 7, 2013, from 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/mass-affluent-americans-pursuing-more-aggressive-retirement-
goals-instead-of-paying-off-debt-2013-10-28

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/mass-affluent-americans-pursuing-more-aggressive-retirement-goals-instead-of-paying-off-debt-2013-10-28


http://www.bettermoneyhabits.com
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http://www.bettermoneyhabits.com/


http://www.academicearth.org
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http://www.academicearth.org/


Subject / University
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www.hulu.com/tv/genres/documentaries
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http://www.hulu.com/watch/196926#i0,p13,d0

American Experience | The Polio Crusade

SEASON 21 EPISODE 2 | `/26/2009 | 53MIN

http://www.hulu.com/tv/genres/documentaries
http://www.hulu.com/watch/196926


http://www.hulu.com/tv/genres/news-and-information
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http://www.hulu.com/watch/368405#i0,p57,d0

CNBC Originals SEASON 2 EPISODE 26 | 4/26/2012 | 43MIN

The Costco Craze: Inside the Warehouse Giant

http://www.hulu.com/tv/genres/news-and-information
http://www.hulu.com/watch/368405


http://cxo-talk.com
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http://cxo-talk.com/


http://cxo-talk.com/casey-coleman-

cio-general-services-administration/
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http://cxo-talk.com/casey-coleman-cio-general-services-administration/


http://www.meettheboss.tv
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http://www.meettheboss.tv/


http://www.meettheboss.tv/video/basic

-principles-great-leadership
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http://www.meettheboss.tv/video/basic-principles-great-leadership


http://fora.tv
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http://fora.tv/


http://fora.tv/2013/06/19/Deloitte_CEO

_Jim_Moffatt_Strategy_Innovation__Busi

ness
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http://fora.tv/2013/06/19/Deloitte_CEO_Jim_Moffatt_Strategy_Innovation__Business


Activity

1. IDENTIFY a topic that your students 

struggle with semester after semester

2. LOCATE an OER for direct or supplemental 

instructional use

3. SHARE (what criteria did you use to select the 

OER, how will you utilize the resource?)
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Websites

Interactive Simulations – University of Colorado at 

Boulder 

(Interactive, research-based simulations of physical 

phenomena)

http://phet.colorado.edu/

NTNUJAVA Virtual Physics Laboratory | Enjoy the 

fun of physics with simulations!

http://www.phy.ntnu.edu.tw/ntnujava/

Molecular Workbench

http://mw.concord.org/modeler/

Biology Animations

http://biology-

animations.blogspot.com/search/label/chromosome

Solar System Simulator | NASA Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory, California Institute of Technology

http://space.jpl.nasa.gov/

Science Courseware

http://www.sciencecourseware.com/

Geology Online Labs

http://www.sciencecourseware.com/GLOL/

My Physics Labs – Physics Simulations

http://www.myphysicslab.com/
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Websites

IRS – Understanding Taxes

http://apps.irs.gov/app/understandingTaxes/student/simul

ations.jsp

Population Biology Simulations – University of 

Connecticut

http://darwin.eeb.uconn.edu/simulations/simulations.html

The Khan Academy

https://www.khanacademy.org/

Microsoft Office Training

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/support/training-

FX101782702.aspx

National Geographic

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/

PBS (NOVA | Frontline | PBS NewsHour | 

Washington Week | …)

http://video.pbs.org/

Open Educational Resources: The Commons

http://www.oercommons.org/

United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 

Cultural Organizations (UNESCO)

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-

information/access-to-knowledge/open-educational-

resources/
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