CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS
TEACHING WRITING IS STILL POSSIBLE: A SHU ACADEMY WAC/AI WORKSHOP
MAY 26, 27, 28, 2026
Since the recent emergence of generative artificial intelligence (AI), instructors have struggled to meet the challenges of evaluating student work. One solution to this problem has seen some faculty abandoning out-of-class writing projects, relying instead on in-class writing and oral assessments. While these types of assignments have their place in our instructional toolkit, out-of-class writing remains an important part of a college education. It has become clear to us in the English department and beyond that it is time for deep conversations about writing and AI, particularly how the strategies embedded in Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) and Writing in the Disciplines (WID), two longstanding approaches to college writing, can help address this issue.  
As defined by Bazerman et al., the WAC model pays particular “pedagogical and curricular attention to writing occurring in university subject matter classes” and promotes “systematic encouragement, institutional support, and educational knowledge to increase the amount and quality of writing occurring in such courses as history, science, mathematics and sociology” (Reference Guide to Writing Across the Curriculum, 2005). It is often paired with WID, which explicitly focuses on disciplinary genres and conventions. The WAC/WID model has become the cornerstone of many campus-wide writing initiatives in the U.S. and abroad. The model specifically centers process-based writing and attunes student writers to such concerns as the uses of writing, audience expectations, and disciplinary contexts. According to DiSalvo, the model privileges “slow writing” (The Art of Slow Writing, 2014), engaging and building students’ rhetorical capacities and their critical thinking skills as they encounter writing as an essential social and professional practice.
We are accepting applications from full-time faculty for a three-day WAC/AI workshop, to run May 26, 27, and 28, 2026, where faculty will read, discuss, and think about the place of AI in writing instruction across the disciplines. Faculty from a range of fields will explore the principles of WAC/WID and how they can mitigate the use of generative AI in writing. The questions to be explored include: 
· To what extent are students using AI in their writing? 
· How are faculty using AI in the teaching of writing? 
· How can faculty continue to use writing assignments in their teaching while maintaining academic integrity? 
· Can the teaching of writing and generative AI co-exist? 

In the workshop we will work on syllabus and assignment development, writing as a process, and assessment strategies. 
Participants will receive a $750 stipend upon completion of the workshop, which means attendance at all three days of the workshop and submission of a revised course syllabus for the Fall 2026 semester that includes detailed writing assignments informed by WAC principles, as well as a discipline-specific AI policy for their course. This project is funded by the Provost’s Office Academies Initiative, the College of Arts and Sciences, and the Center for Faculty Development.
Applications are due by April 27, 2026. To apply, please complete and send the form below to Kelly Shea (kelly.shea@shu.edu) and James Daniel (james.daniel@shu.edu).


WAC/AI Workshop Application
Name
Department
Discipline
Rank
Provide a brief overview of your history and current practice relating to the assignment of writing in your courses: Have you typically done so? Do you continue to do so? Have you shifted to other assessment strategies in lieu of out-of-class writing? What are you hoping to learn in this workshop?
