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As all education, Catholic education is the quest to understand humankind and the rest of the world as given in nature or as shaped by humankind; but, distinctively, Catholic education also seeks to understand the transcendent and the divine.

As Catholic education pursues and disseminates truth, it also seeks the good of individuals, society, and the world. It attempts to discern ever more clearly what is of true value and by what ethical and moral principles human beings may realize such goodness by individual and collective action.

Catholic education is not merely informative, but formative as well. Knowledge and appreciation of the true and the good are applied to the development not only of the intellect, but also of the will, so as to give increase to human virtue.

While pursuing the sciences and technical/professional knowledge, Catholic education is also decidedly humanistic. This is to say, it resists the reduction of education solely to the pursuit of scientific study and technical/professional training; rather, it fosters the additional understanding and appreciation of those facets of human life that find expression in music and dance, in art and literature, in poetry and rhetoric, and in all other similar cultural forms.

Catholic education pursues knowledge of the true and the good by both human investigation or reason and by faith, that is, by what human beings might learn through assenting to religious traditions and texts whose claims may not be mathematically or empirically provable but resonate with or correspond to the experience and convictions of broad segments of the human family (i.e., faith communities).

Recognizing contemporary humanity’s indebtedness to the past, Catholic education prizes tradition as much as it does innovation. It values schooling in ancient wisdom as much as it does the freedom of inquiry that leads to newly-discovered knowledge. 

Catholic education prizes Catholicism as a tradition of faith, as a universe of intellectual inquiry, and as a community of moral action; and it privileges Catholicism by conducting its continuing pursuit and dissemination of all that is true and good in a relationship of profound respect for and deference to its age-old convictions.
